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t
I I'T T R 0 D U C T lOJ'I.

'rhc nr-Jor ovonts loadinc up to and govorning the
ov;K;u?-tion of ‘^alostinc v/oro the issuo of tho U.N.S.C.O.P, Report,
rocoRUiWndirj;' b^o Partition of Palostino, on 1st SoptomLor, 194-7>
tho statoniorit of tho British Colonial Socrotary before U.N. 0, on 26th
Scptoinbor, 194-7, an ar:5)lifyipr^ statoment by Sir Alox<andor Cado3an,
on 13th Rovombor, to tho offoct that Britain intondod to evaouato
palostino by ls>t August, 1948, In those statoments it was mado clear
that British sux^port to any U.N.O, plan was conditional on accoptanco
of the plan hj .'jrabs and Jews, and that wo v/ould not in^^loinont any
policy by force of arris. It was also stated that, in tho opinion of
tho British '^ovornment, ary U.N,0, decision must bo aocon53anicd by a
elu-ar ruliOc. as to har it should bo carried out, Britain rosorvod tho
ri^ht to torminato Civil Adr.'dnistration prior to the evacuation date,
if no acccptablo sottlomont v/as reaohod, and ,";avo a vrarning that Britain
would not bo responsiblo for lav/ and order aftor the v/ithdrawal of the
Adninistration, and ovon before that withdrawal in aroas in which it

^●-light i:o in^racticablo to maintain-order.

1.

The Commissioner mot tho Coinnandors-in-Chiof
in tho iiiddlo East in JERtHSALEfi on 14th Novombor to prepare an outline
plan for tho ovaouation. The Soiwico Commanders in P/JlESTIblE also
attended tho mooting.

2.

3. Factors which governed planning wore tho fact that
tho Civil Administration could not control tho country as a whole from
any coatr^ oxcev)t Jerusalon, where the v/holo machinery of govornmont,
telephones, etc, woro conoentratod; in the absence of a U.N.O, Commission
to tako over rosponsibiliiy for Govornmont, and with sufficiorrb forco
at its disposal, tho British Administration would havo to withdraw ahead
of the Services, since no Government could function without bacldng.
Th<. 1-Iigh Commissionor stressed tho iiiportanoo of roinaining in Jerusalem
and maintaining Civil Govorraiient up to tho last possible moment, to
give U.N.O, as much time as possible to roach a solution acceptable to
the inhabitants of Palestine, and in the hope that some special,
arrangement could bo made for tho safety of tho Holy places in JERUS/lLEIvI.
Tho limited capacity of tho routes out of Palestine, and the economic
in^ortanco of giving precodenoo to tho movement of citrus fruit on tho
railv/^, and through tho Port of HAIFA for some months, conplicated tho
problem of withdrav/ing the vast bulk of oquipmont within the time
allowed. The certainty of civil disturbanoos, and tho probability of
fighting, at least botv/oon Arabs and Jews, necessitated planning tho
evacuation as a tactical operation.

(

y

4» Tho problem was :

Tho evacuation of about 70,000 Amy and
R.A.F. ^vlth their equipment and vehicles.

(b) The evacuation of essential R,N., Amy
and R.A.F. stores and machinoiy, amounting
to an estimate of 250,000 tons.

The disposal in P/iLBSTINE of an estimated
total of 100,000 tons of surplus stores and
8,000 vehicles.

(c)

(ii) The disposal of fixed assets, and tho return
of hirings, a total of 2o8 camps and 1,133
hirings.

Later, tho commitment i● ● ● ●
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Lntor, the cor.ii-iitment of ovacuatinc >
fairdlios and 6,000 British police v/^as added,
those figures was 3,700 non, 25^000 tons of equipment and machinoiy,
and 1,64-0 vohiclos.

our 1,000 civilians and their
The R.A.P, share of

5. The plan agreed upon involved a v;ithdrav/al in three
phases :

rhase 1: ^’dthdrawal from the south, beginning
in the middlo of February,

Iphase 2, v7ithdrawal from JERUSALEM, and thinning
out from the northern frontier into the

HAIFA and SiiRAF/J® areas by 31st Eay,

Conpleto concentration in the H/JPA enclave

by the end of June, and con^jletoly out of
PALESTINE by 31st July.

On 25th Novoni';er the General Assembly of U.N.O, voted
in favour cf the partition of Pj\LSSTIiffi, and on 11th December, 1^47,
Parliament approved the vri.thdrav/al of all our forces by 1st jlugust,
1948, and the termination of the Mandate on 15th May, 1948.

Phase 3.

6.

I

i

COKDITIOHS DURIHG THE EyACUATION,

7.
In the event, the R.il.F, evacuation v/ont smoothly, but

the difficulties which besot Commanders and Staff cannot bo understood

without knowledge of some of the conditions under which planning and
execution were carrded out.

Comi'.iand Set-Up,

8.
PALESTINE was a joint conunand between Ajray and Air Force,

although I had responsibilities outside that country 'which vroro not
shared by the G.O.C., and the G.o.C, had an infinitely greater direct
rosponsibili-ty v,rithin PALESTINE than ,I had, I v/as directly responsible
to the Air Comrmander-in-Chief, MED/M.E. for compliance with the accepted
policy that air forxses were not to be used offensively against A.rabs
or Jews, except in case of emergency, which wris defined as including
any occasion on which failure to use the air 'would lead to casualties,
or increased casualties as the case might be, to British forces,

ji feature of the evacuation was the excellent relations
which existed between the G.O.C, and layself, and between our Staffs,
and the ease vri.th which inter-sorvico plans ivero a^-rood upon and executed.

The Navy formed a third party in all operations relating
to intercepting Jewish illegal immigrant shipping. The Commodore,
PAJESTINE, had his Headquarters in HfilFA, being represented by a Naval
Liaison Officer at G.H.Q, In this sphere, also, inter-service
co-operation -was excellent.

_  The good relations which existed between the Services
and the Civil Govornnent, and the High Commissioner's syn^iathotic
understanding of our problems, wore material factors in the evacuation.

9.

10.

I

poIitical-oum-Military.

12. The British Government took the decision to evacuate at

a time whan
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time v/hcn it was obvious that no solution, satisfactoiy to both
^rabs and Jews, was likely to be found. For at least eiG^teon
months proviously militant Zionism had the bit between its teeth,
Illojal organisations such as the I.Z.L., and the Stern Gan
:oclar^:■d their intention of fighting the British mth every means,
logal or illegal, that they could find. Those operations
the form of kidnappings,.murderous attacks on individuals, (usually
from behind), and carefully planned surprise sabotage operations
wherever they had evidence of a weakness in defence, making full
use of stolen military vehicles, British uniforms and forged or
stolon papers. WhilsL the Je;vish .-gency professed horror at
those attacks, the Jews, as a whole, would not take any
stops to curb their activities. No Jew would give the slightest
assistance to Security Forces, or even own up to having seen a
ccll-blooded murdor comndttod under their nose.

a

hado >

Cnee the Partition plan was put fojavard. to U.N.O.,
the drabs realised that they v/ould have to fight for their independence
and, in order to obtain vehicles, weapons, aarimunition, etc, for^
that fight, they intensified their thieving activities, and their
traditional skill and audacity in this direction was a constant
menace to the safeguarding of Service equipment and, frequently,
to the lives cf Service personnel.

Both Jews and /grabs had excellent intelligence^
all Stations employed consid-

As an example. No, 120 Maintenance

14.
from Service establishments, because
erable num);ers of Jews and Arabs,
Unit at RAS EL AIN depended largely on Jews for the considerable
amount of clerical work necessary for its operation, and there were

;q)loyod round this widely dispersedlarge numbers of Arab labourers en
Station,

Internal security.

15, The role of the Services in P/Ji^TINE, and the
fact that we never had an eneny in the open throughout the^evacuation,
forced the Services into a defensive role in Palestine,
civilian encountered was a potential thief or murderer, and both Arabs
and Jews could therefore choose the time and place oi their attacks,
Every vehicle on the road was a potential target, and, as time
progressed, the Arabs became bolder, particularly in the matter of
amed hold-ups, both on the open road and in the towns and, in certain

In the majority of

Every

cases

i

, even within the perimeter of Stations,
cases the more ambitious attacks, aimed at destruction and murder,
were carried out by Jews; but, in the majority of cases, during the
evacuation itself, these attacks were directed against either Airoy
or police installations, "whereas the R./..F, had their share of the
armed hold-ups and robberies, which were the main feature of Arab

A few examples are quoted as 'typical, but not as theoperations,
outstanding events :

On the 6th April, 1946, Canp 80, an Anti-
Tank Regin^nt carip near to R.A.P, EIN 3HEI-ISR, was
attacked by Jews in Amy and police uniforms, and

They got into the cairpdriving militoiy vehicles,
without being identified, murdered four guards and the
Comimanding Officer, and got away with considerable
quantities of armaments

On another occasion, a loriy load of Guardsmen
wore surprised by a band of armed Arabs, and found them
selves so v/all covered by automatic v/eapons that they lost
all their arms and their vehicle.

Shortly before
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Shortly before the final evacuation of

jmUSl'dSM, a R.A.i’. tender was returning from a
ohui’ch service in the Cathedral when it was stopped

in a part of the city where Service
There

1- r7
by armed Ara’
and police vehicles were constantly passing,,
was an Arab barrier which had been approved by the

Municipality, although, on this occasion, it was

upiod by unauthorised Arab irregulars,, The driver

and escort, on producing their identiiy papers,

suddenly found themselves covered by automatic^

weanons, and were forced to get out of the vehicle.
The vehicle v/as lost, and, possibly because the
attackers wore surgjrised to find an airnan in the

roar of the vehicle, they put a burst of automatic
fire into the roar before driving off. The airman

in the roar was seen to fall, but lias never been

hoard of since, in spite of strenuous efforts to

tra.ee him, and is presumed to bo killed.

o

occ

A R.A.F. Regirosnt convey of two vehicles,

under an officer, got too close together on a winding

and hilly road and were stopped by a barrier, were

ght unprepared, and eveiy man was covered by armed
The entire party lost their ■weapons, and one

cau
iirabs,

V~

car was lost.

On 14th February, 1948, a R.A.F, Regiment
vehicle passed a barrier apparently manned by Arab
Supernuneraiy Police, Immediately it ■was clear, the
Arabs opened fire on it and the driver was wounded
twice. He succeeded in koei^ing his vehicle on the
road, and got clear of the attack before his vehicle

stopped by loss of petrol through bullet holes,

A R.A.F. Armoured Car, fully immobilised,
and parked in JERUlSAIiSM in the Royal V/arwick Regimental
transport yard, 'v/hich, in itself, 'v/as within  a Zone,
was stolen one night by a party of Jews speaking good
English, dressed in Army uniforms, driving an Amy
vehicle, and supplied with apparently genuine 2 Brigade
identifications and a work ticket instructing then to
tow away this vehicle for repairs.

was

Losses of Rifles, etc,-

The prices of rifles and all forms of firearms
rose sharply, and, at one time, a rifle would bring a hundred and
eight pounds. With this tenptation, and the increasing audacity
of thieves, it was necessaiy to take drastic action ensure that

The normal

16,

realised the seriousness of the loss of weapons.men
Court Martial procedure was too cumbersome and, therefore, a
Standing Field General Court Martial was insti^tuted, and all
convening orders and confirmation of sentences was done entirely
in LEVANT wherever the case, in ny Judgment, did not present ary
legal cor:plications on which advice was necessary.

Ground Defences,

17, R.A.F, Stations are seldom ■well designed for the
type of ground defence necessitated by PALESTINE conditions, and
most of our Stations were dispersed and difficult to defend,
basis of our ground defence was the R.A.F, Regiment, and this led
to frequent conplaints from senior Regimental officers that the

Regiment was spending ● ●, ●,

The
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was speeding far thaf the Rogin^nf

aSto^ffr °thet;uJ^osrof Lfonddng R.A.. airfiel^^.^^ E.A.F.^

€:ho:ttro

in an effort to build up the training of the Eegirent,

had previously tod ̂ o Ri^L^S.ladrons
:[aint0nanc6 Unit and EI> Hj^iGLIER) ■ station, one Sauadron

:L;rrr.‘i
anar 11.. a,*?™ 0~n.Hr f« "“Sg; snSttS «2‘Snll.™a

t^ss. r.Sn ii-ssrsf3- S5.r'it inpossible to do more than very limited training. i
this all six Rifle 3rj_uadrons clmneod station periodically

.  oach’sSLron got a turn .at training. Once
underway Y/e could not oofferd the transport or loss of ̂ °^kinL
involved in moving units, so that even this
s.ocrificed and, on certain occasions, (for ex^uiple,
the evacuation of Ko. 120 Maintenance Unit) I gave orders that no

^Tether in the Regin^nt or not, could bo employed on tra„
physically irr^)ossible to use him on evacuation duties.

18.
I

man,
unless it v/as

Unfortunately, the manning position of the Regir^nt
was so bad that, by the end of January, 19^8, it proved necessaiy
reduce two Idfle Squadrons to numL'or plate basis,

No. 1 rimiourod Car Squadron v/as also reduced ̂ o ni^or
/iirioured Car Squadron, with H.Q. at RAMLEH

detachments for special duties and

19.

overhoads.

plate only, v/hile No. 2
(and, later, at pMvEUJT) provided
for convoy escorts throughout

20. In addition, v/e had a force of some nine hundred

Supernumerary Police, roughly half and half Jew, ●
trained. These men had done well in the past, but conc-iti n
too much for their Icyalty once Partition was announced. It was,

hwATever, quite inpcssible to do without theso men
we had evacuated some of our Stations, although we had to mix th<m

with British personnel as far as possible. ^ used

re

Government on disarr.iing those men, because both xolic ^  j- ^
a much greater numb,or of locally enlisted ̂ n than v/e_^d, and if I
had disarmed mine unilaterally this might have precipitated ma..o ^

^LSrorwith weapons fro. the other Sa^ices . Hrgh «ssxoner,
the G.O.C.-ana r.yself agreed th,at the polxoy should be to p^l xn these
.Ten froTi outlying Stotions at the earliest possible date, .and. to

Z at ̂ saSingMd, ultimately, disbanding these men on ̂  pgd—
under which Rolico, /jiiy and Rir Force worked on appro^mata^ the
same timings. Certain risks of desertion vath aims had to ..o
accepted but the object v/as to avoid having these men armed, except
during those short periods when they wore employed on soma w^g*"
necessitated carrying arras. For exaiaplo,
shot Tfhilst on lonely p.atrols and, in mny districts, would h.-ve

armed.

we

refused duty altogether unless

The Aircraft Park and Explosives Coi:pound at

defended by the Ij:.ab legion, under an old ‘'"d^reement by which the
Arrav o-uarded aircraft concerned in Air Support ana. parachute training,

worked vGiy satisfactorily until shortly before Partition was
announced, when a large theft of ammunition "
moral certainty that the Arab Legion personnel had connived at this

Risks^of this sort had to bo weighed, and frequently had to

be accepted, because 

21.
were

theft.
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opted ! dcnuso wo had not enough personnel to be securo evory-DO acc

where.

In my opinion, the comparative freedom of R.A.F.
Stations cand inst<allations fr'.'m roajor incidents was, at least in part,
attritutablo to Jewish and /jrab respect for the efficiency of the dofonco

organisation.

Living Condi-tions.

22.

Conditions throughout PiJIiSTU'lE necessitated galling
including being armed at all times, and

at night with their v/oapons in bed and tied to their person,
under matress or pillow v/as not enough to defeat the

cunning of the Palestine thieves. Men could never get out of cai:^
alone, the noroial I'ojulation being, four armed men as a minimum, and then
they were lirodtod to certain districts and times, and fev/ attractive
places v/ore in bounds. Recreation outside camps was practically non
existent, Those and other restrictions were kept under constant
reviev/, both locally and centrally from Air Headquarters. They were
relaxed whenever possibdc, and during lulls a generous use of transport
for sea bathing, and visits to historical sites, etc, was not only
authorised but ordered. On cxjcasions the cliffs were strongly manned
and defended to allow bathing. Even so, outside recreation was sadly
limited, and often prohibited altogether for long periods. Station
ConT-iandors v/-orked in close co-operation with local f^rmy Coiiriiander^,
in respect of both local defence and local security regulations, within
a general policy laid down by A.H.Q., and amended from time to time.

These conditions enhanced the inportance of good
messing. Men could not get outside their camps for long periods, and
nothing led to grouses so quickly as monotony or poor quality in their
messing, V/e adopted expedients. In some cases I subsidised messing,
and A.H.Q, officers' mess traded certain of their non-public assets
with the officers' mess, AIvM/df, in exchange for sufficient fresh
potatoes and fresh vegetables (then procurable in JERUSAIEM) to keep
all ranks supplied up to the evacuation of the City.

23.
restrictions on all personnel,
sleei-)in
Tutting weapons

24,

I

Rail movement out of PALSSTIIdi! was severely restricted,
and it was necessary to move as much material as possible by road.
This involved strong and carefully planned escorting, for which we had
to roly on Regiment personnel to provide individual escorts with vehicles
in a convoy, and wo used the Armoured Cars as the main-stay of convoy
defence, 1;IED/M.E, had made available dotachi:ients of 51 M.T, Conpary
from BG-XPT, in strengths which varied from tin© to time, to assist
with the evacuation. One of the earlier convoys of 51 M.T, Company
had a driver wounded and lost a rifle shortly after entering P/iLSSTINE,
This brought to light the fact that 2o5 Group sinply had not got
personnel to conply with the local LEVANT security orders regarding
escorts in vehicles and escorts to convoys. It was therefore agreed
with I'lED/i/I.E. and 205’ Group that Levant would be responsible for
providing escort teams under the command of a Regiment officer to moot
each incoming convey at the frontier, and to remain responsible for the
discipline and security of that convoy while it remained in PATiITSTINE.
Good convoy discipline, the provision of motor-cycle despatch riders,
and the careful briefing of drivers, etc. on the necessity of keeping
their distances and sticking together were the essential points of
those convoys, ilfter this one incident, our convoys went through
without the loss of a vehicle,● packing case or v/eapon. This most
satisfactory result v/^as directly attributable to the careful briefing
of escorts and convey personnel, and to a strict insistence on discipline.
The whole of the convey escorting organisation was under the direct
command of liy C.R.O,, Squadron Leader MacGregor,

25.

Deteriorating ConditionsSi
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IX^toriorr.tin,-; Conditions,

26. our v/ithdrnwnl i^rocoedad, fi^htinc botvvGon .imbs
rnd Jovs ’ ccojiO :,!oro intonso, each side endeavouring to seize strato/;-

;,t the Seine time our ov.^nical positions aho

al'.ility to control the situation v/as bcconin- less,

v/aa no Ion or the

of our v/ithdrawal.

and on 2nd January,
ttiu Hi;'h Gorriissioncr laid doViTn that the role of the Security Porcos

nrosoi’vation of lav/ and order, in tho nonnal sonso,
rc in v/hich it rer.iains possible for tho

The run-dov/n of thoSIS,

' ut to preserve a state’ of aff
Civil G-overranent to function on a restricted

ability to hit quickly v/ithout
round, even more important.

An.y and 1-olico ronderod the
coi:iiiiT involved on the

'.●o-

Corr'.unication plyir",

27. Trior to tiio evacuation, I had /;ivon 112711170
Goj.r'iunic.ations Pli^jlit a priority second only to the sea.rch for illoral
immigrant chippin;; In t[ie allocation of x'^orsonnel, etc,
3.ani.^ v/as severely restricted, an-., land travel !.'y tho Hiah Coo/dssionor,

^ the G.O.C, and otlicr 7,I.Ts often required escortinr-; and
an extent v/hich strained resources,

Travel on

organising to
and vAas never free from danger.

28. ..■j5 the evacuation ijrogrossed, tho iiiTportance of Staff
y £>ervice and civilian Governj.iont officers

practicability of land travel decreased ,
flying increased still further in importance,
normal regulations for carrying civilians, and substituted an organisation
:->y which any request to fly a civilian was vetted by tho Chief Secretary's
Depiartmcnt, and all doubtful cases v/ei-e referred to tho Chief Secret;
personally, before being referred to i:y H.Q. and, if necossaiy, v/ero
deciaod by the Chief Secret;iry and nyself. The Civil Governriwnt loyaJOy
abided by the conditions I laid dov/n from time to time.

visits
increased, and tho
Then corxiunications

I had to abandon the
shaiply.

29. The Plif;ht consisted of 3 gnsons, 6 proctors and 1
Spitfire, Prom January to May,
of 25a> of the IISD/il.E.
v/ith the 11*00tors.

1948, inclusive, they flew an average
Planned Plying target v/ith tho ;.nsons, and 1155^

.  . serviceability averaged 79>-^ during this period,
in spite of periodical difficulties v/ith provision of spares. During
the critical month of May, v/hen I had ordered maxiraum sorvicoability,
there wore throe cb\ys on v/hich one aircraft was unserviceable.
lOO/t serviceability v/as maintained, in spite of intensive flying,
four piilots v/ere locally classified V.I.P, and  I had been insistent,
in the past

,
.Ul

, on the pronqjt removal of any pilot of doubtful ability,
reputation of their Plight was very high, in all res]pects, both in Service
and Civil circles.

Othenviso

Tho

I  ‘"iave dealt with this small Unit at len-th l-ecause of
tho operational inq^ortance of comunications flying in this operation,
and the great extent to tvhich the reputation of the E.jb.P, is affected
by tho i:)ilots and personnel of air coonunications units, I could not
have been cotter supi'ortod in this resx^ect.

31. Tho 1*0 v/as no haxxpier Unit in iry CoiiT^iand than this
p)ulled their weight, tho chief credit for

these results lies v/ith the Plight Commander, Plight Lieutenant JUGivTS,
and the Engineer Officer, Plight Lieutenant i^CKLIMl.

Plight, and, althoiA^vh all r;

H.A.P, PlVT^n:NG.

32. The lev/ capacity of the communications leading from
Id^JiOiSriUE, tho grave doubts as to how long v/o could retain sufficient
control of tho local situation to allow' the use of railways, etc,
onorraous bulk of .'jn-y stores to '
of a flying start v/ith the T.A.P.

and
be moved,

evacuation.

the
clearly indicated the im[.->ortance

Accordingly, during
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33. /.ccordiriijly, during Ootober, I aslcod for iraj3diatQ
Gonsiuoratlon to bo rivon to a revxov/ of the local coini;iitj'!ients of No,

160 M,U, at which, at that time, v/as niainly occupied in the
overhaul oi .^nsons on behalf of HED/H.I],, a.nd for the reduction of No,
120 ir.intenanco Unit to tho status of an Air Stores or, alter-

tantially, the eq_uipniont-holdin[i comrnitnients

-  - our biggest headache, and, until
a flofinite policy on their run-davn from MED/M.E

iiipossible to mko a start with practical work,
alivady under orders to

natively, to reduce,
of that H.U.
v/e could '-Gt

sues

These t\7o Units were

it wa● f

No, 5 M,T.R,U, was

to EG-YTT, and tho ijroliiainary stages of

s

that niovo^ had given a convincing demonstration of the administrative
difficulties, in the way of the movoiicnt of bulk equipment from pfJjESTINE.

Tn tho early stages, i.jSD/M.E, ruled that it was necessary, in the first
instance, to prepare M.U.s in EG-YId? before material from PIJYHISTINE

descended upon them in bulk. As tho move progressed, however, and it
seen tliot v^o v/ore succeeding in sending out our equipiicnt properly

packed and docuicntod, this policy was changod,
control the despatch direct from LEVANT.

move

was

and we wore able to
I

34.
The broad policy decisions wore taken right at the

Briefly^ ohoy v/oro that the R.A.P. would have to continue to operate

its two Fighter Squadrons,(Nos, 32 and 208,) right up to the end, and
that the two G.R. Squadrons (Nos, 37 and 38) would have to continue
their searches for illegal inmiigrant shipping up to the end of tho

Mandate. Joint planning with the gjrjiy regardirtg the successive phases
oi the withdrawal slicwed that the Arn^ would have to increase the size
oi the proposed iibIPA enclave to include IbUIfiT DAVID airfield, and that

^ v^ould have to bo prepared to re-opon that airfield, and to operate
iron it in the latter stages until v^o could .afford to move tho Fif-htor

Squadrons to NIOGSIA, in CYPRUS, and to operate them from there, at tho
cost of a longer xjeriod of warning.

beginning.

7

I
35.

_  _ _ A.PI.Q. would have to remain v/ith the G.O.C., v/hich involved

remaining in JERUS/JiUt/I until the end of tho Mandate, and then proceedirm*
direct to the FLUPA enclave. At some stage a proportion of the

Headquarters v/ould have to bo thrown off to deal vri.th problems arising
aiter the closing down of Stations,

36.
closing down of the Stations would comi7»nc© in the

south, in accordance vTith the general plan agreed by the Comi.iandeis-in-

S  Comissioner, and this problem boiled davn to closing

AQIR, tel LIT^TINSKY and R/^S el iMN, at the earliest practicable

^ate, and then, at a later stage, moving from EIN SHEivIER to RAJffT DAVID.
In order to keep commitments in the HiUPA enclave as S7-iall as possible,
it was recommended, and agreed by MED/M.E,, that the rear maintenance

01 the G.R, Squadrons should be moved to LUQA in lUlLTA, the Fighter \
Squaorons to NICOSIA, in CYPRUS, and LEVYdJT Communications Flight should ■
move intact to IJWN, in TRiU^JORUlN.

37.
‘^t i,IEDAl.E. decided to hold periodical administrative

stalf conferences which would be attended by 1
meetings, which eventually came down to about one
help to all concerned.

A.O

Levant Staff, and these

: a month, were a great
\7ithin LSVAl'n? itself i found that ny usual

weoKly staff conference, and monthly Station Commanders'conference,
proved adequate for planning and controlling tho evacuation, taken in
conjunction with frequent staff visits to the Stations concerned,
addition, G.H.Q, and A.H.Q, foimed a number of comixittees to handle
joint administrative problems,

mooting held by tho Brigadier i/o
of the raovemont staffs of the tv/o

In

The more inportant ones were the weekly
.dministration, and a weekly in3eting
services.

FIGHTER 0PER.1TICNS,

38.
4s cho Afab-Jew fighting developed, many cases arose where

British land fo2?ces were conpelled to intervene to keep open commun
ications, or to prevent the spread of open defiance of the Governnent,

I agrooOjw*v-.-wi». ●
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I ajrood with the G-.O.C. that wo would lay on air demonstrations at
his request, ’.ut th.-^t these demonstrations v/ould not bo anned excoiDt
on niy i)orsonal authority,
those and other x^ossiblo operations with the Fighter Squadrons, and
fori;;ally addressed all officers at FIN SHGIiCDE on this sul^ject, explaining
that, until they received instructions to the contrary from me
personally, even if r-n arrasd sup}port ox)eration vras authorised, and even
if the aircraft were called u]pon to attack, their orders v/ore to achieve
the main object of the operation, either v/ithout inflicting casualties,
or by inflicting the absolute minimum casualties necessary to achievo
the object.

I took every o-pportunity of discussingff

This was warfare with a difforenco - we had no eneiiy,
as such, and no pilot acquired merit by inflicting avoidable casualties
On the other hand, there was to be no hesitation if their briefing or
the situation they found required firm and x)roi:q)t action to save or
reduce British casualties on land. These ax)parently coirplicatod
instructions were, in fact, simple, because both Squadrons had reached
a liigh degree of efficiency in close supx^ort work, and had been
thoroughly well exercised,
understood his responsibilities, and I had no doubt that they would
carry them out intelligently and efficiently,
justified by events,
leadership and calm judgment of Squadron Leader AMBROSE, D.F.C
senior officer with the Squadrons, and the C,0, of No, 208 Squadron,
were inportant factors in our success.

I was confident that each individual pilot

This confidence was

In all the fighter operations, the personal
the

● j

39. ● A great many demonstration and reconnaissance flights
v/ere undertalcen in various parts of PALESTINE, sometimes armed and
sometimes unarmied. These demonstrations had an extren^ly good effect,
but, in the earlier operations, they v/ere entirely directed against
Arabs, because the Arabs appeared in force in various positionsj but
the Jews, at that stage, confined themselves to small operations by
gangs of thugs, and were never caught in numbers in the open. The
effects of demonstrations, however, fell off rapidly if they wore
repeated too frequently in the same area, A ii^ical example was the
case of the Jev/ish village at KAFR ETSION near HEBRON, v/hich Was attacked
15th January, 1948, by some thousands of jirabs,

intended to be carried out by irregular Arab forces, but v/as complicated
by the appearance of thousands of local villagers with sacks and bags,
etc. to cariy off the loot which it v/as confidently expected would
be obtained.

The attack was

It looked as though an ugly situation was developing,
and the Amy turned out in strength, but a convincing demonstration
flight was the decisive factor in dispersing the attackers, v/’ithout
British Forces becoming involved in fighting,
consultation vath the G.O.C

sent one of ny own staff down v/ith the tentacle, but the object vras
achieved without opening fire.

On this occasion, in
I had ordered aircraft to bo armed, an● > d

40. At one period, in response to an urgent request frejm
the High Commissioner, I authorised standing armed patrols over the
potash convoys from the Dead Sea Potash Worlcs to JERUlSAIiEIM, because the
U,K, Government had stressed the great economic inpiortanco of this potash,
and the Dead Sea was tho only source of potash within the Sterling Area,
and had intelligence of intended j\rab attacks, in force, in the open.
These convoys had already been attacked in JERUS/iL/iM* 'Id this case
the District Commissioner, at ly request, informed all Ai’ab authorities
that the aircraft escorting those conveys would open fire if the
intended Arab attacks materialised. An intercepted telephone conver
sation indicated that this warning was largely responsible for the peace
enjoyed by these conveys during the rest of their operation.

41. Following the Jewish attack on the /j;rab village of
DEIR YASSIN, and the murder of the inhabitants, the High Commissioner
decided to take punitive action if the attackers failed to evacuate
the village. The jUr C-in-C was in JERUS/lLEM at the time and, on his

orders, a detachment f»»●.
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orders, a dotachment of rocket firing Tempests, which X had given
prior warning would be required at a later stage, were called forward
Irom mQ, and arrived very pronptly indeed. The Jewish Agency
clainied to have removed the murderers and to have taken control via
tne Hagana, and the attack was called off.

42,
4.U 28th April, 1948, following Jewish attacks in force
the G.o.C. undertook a land operation to put a stop to the

ighting^in this area. Ono strongpoint, a roinforoed concrete browoiy,
as a sniping post, which the Jews refused to quit. Its. capture was

ossentieJ. part of the land operation, but would obviously be

e^ensive in casualties. At the urgent request of the G.O.G, I agreed
to take on this oojectivo from the air. Accordingly, four SSpitfiro
aircraft attacked this objective with cannon fire. Police Sd Amy
n the spot reported a well-conducted attack and accurate firing.

Damage to the building itself was small, and largely confined to
^ndow frames, etc, but the attack v/as entirely

bv^om^fLp".'^ T""® iiiimediately evacuated and was occi^ied
but thn^ casualties are unknown,
foVn .1/"^ operation is a good example of the use of minimum
forco and oho saving of British casualties by air action.

43.
TB-D this operation, a Tensest datachmont from
^d4ool "" R‘4^TINE until after the ond of the mandate,

^  ̂ although its chief role was to be in
roseiwe in case rockets wore required.

44.
.ou 4. the ending of the mandate, reports were

Lt verv in force before our withdravfal to HUPA. This was
"" precaution, H.Q., MEDAi.E. moved No. 6

^ S " KH'JJTOUM to EGYPT, in H33ervo. LEVANT
Spitfiro Squa^ons flew rooonnaissance sorties of tho frontiers but
the threatened invasion did not take place. iromjiers, but

G.B. OPBR.CTIONH.

for Shipping conveying illegal Jewish ioidgrants
■*=° ^he end of the mandate, . _

rp, ships, the VXREil, being located on 23rd April 19L8
57 monotonous in the extrema, and the o^ws «s
37 and 38 Squadrons (Lancaster G .R.) deserve credit for the thorouKh
manner in which they performed these long sorties, usually of lo to 12
de°s=lp^to^ for tiry^shipsf often w^trS,la° ""

u*v?. ●, * hile th© nscessity oi closoly examining ©verv ves<?Al
P^hibited the use of the autanatio pilot durin'Se^g^^^^mlS

flight. They developed a high degree of skill at^
detecting suspicious craft. It often required ttoa or ^rld^s
^00^ nmr 1 a'""'®"’''' intelligonoa appefSd to be
an u^e^eot^d^L

,  Bet^'/een 1946 and I948, 47 ships carrying illegal
immgrants were i nterx^epted by the Roybal Nav^, in ^a^iLl^f every case
nSr shadowing by the R.A.F. During that period 6^3o7
P/m™™'^?f?Br to CYPRUS or, in 1946^ to canps in

a  ̂ f ^ February, 191^^, the run-down of the Ximy
bee^rfelturf nf watching, which had, mherto,

!u^ operations, as a precaution against the target
P  u ng the R.A.F, and the R,W, The irapori:ance of "hanging onto"

a ship, once located, v/as thus increased. ^^anging om:o

r T> a ^-u evacuation of the roar maintenance of th©
Fighter S

47.
quadrons, tho Lancasters ^vere fitted with large,

ocally designed, ;vir0 luggage carriers which fitted to the bomb bays.
The bomb doors

45.

the

seen

‘4-6,
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The bomb doors could not be closed with the racks in position, but
they fitted along the sidesof the racks,
employed on freighting, vfhen not required for search operations, and
greatly helped in transferring the maintenance organisation without
interrupting operations, enabling much other valuable equipment,
for which shipping was not available, to be moved, and saved further
calls on the Dakota force.

The Lancasters were

PERIOD PRIOR TO THE EVACUATION OP

JERUSxMEIl.

48. This period can best be dealt with Station by Station*
One relevant fact was that the i'.rr.-y found it was quite in^ossible for
thorn to hold on to Stations if their main Units evacuated them before
the Disposals organisation had effected their sale. Arroy oonsnitments
vAsro inercasing, and their strength was falling, and the G.O.C. has
stated, in his report, that,where caups had to be abandoned, they wore
pron^tly looted or burntj ”cai:ps disappeared overnight". Looting by
Arabs was extremely thorough. Roofs, windows, doors, and sometimes
even the walls themselves were removed.

ilED/M.E, gave me a free hand to abandon any Station
wliich, in ny Judgement, it was ing^racticablo to defend until it could
be handed over to the proper authority, which boiled down to the purchasei^
since the Disposals Authorities had no force v/ith which to undertake

guarding, I was also authorised to abandon inventory work, where
necessary, cand to follow the principle of getting out as imich valuable
equipment as possible. This authority v/as used sparingly, but occasions
did arise when detailed checking would have prevented work of greater
inportance and led to a loss in the long run.

49.

Ramieh.

50. The Palestine Government Survey Department were taking
over RiWLEH, but they had nothing with which to guard this Station other
than unairoed Supernumeraries. The Station was, hovrever, in a purely
J'iT’ab area, and certain Works and Buildings personnel were left there to
clear the remainder of A.M.VAD, movable assets with ArTiioured Gars on

call from AQIR, and a flying platoon of th^ local Amy Garrison, at
short notice. Unfortunately, a rumour was spread amongst tho local
Arabs that R/IILEH had been sold to tho Jews, and the result vfas an
influx of Arabs attempting to dismantle the Station and steal any
remaining equipment, Tho Amy flying platoon and Armoured Cars from
AQIR dealt Y/ith this situation, but not bofore an Arab A.M,W,D, enrplcyeo
had been killed, and the last loriy load of steel was stolon on its way
to LYDDA Station, Severcl i'irabs were killed before they v/ere driven
off, and when the local muktars v/ere interviewed to tiy af?d etwure
no repetition, they replied bluntljf' that their villagers Yraro out of
hand, and, from their point of view, it was a piiy tha^J numbers
killed were five and not fifly. This incident, however, was a useful ●
lesson on the risks of leaving any Station, even for a short period,
without a R.A.P. guard strong enough to deal with the local situation.

Tel letwlnsky.

51. At TEL LEIT/VIUSKY wo had No. 3 R.A.P. General Hospital,
No, 5 M.T.R.U, and A.M.W.D, Depot. The Amy, who had a Brigade
Headquarters on that Station, were taking over from the R.A.E. and accept
ing responsibility for the disposal of the Station,
1948, O.C

On 22nd January,
No, 5 iI.T.R.U, (who was also Station Oomraander at TEL

LETWINSKY) reported tliat his Supernumerary Police were by that date
ooirpletely unreliable,

lot forthwith, although, by the teniis of their contract, this involved
payment of a month's wages in lieu of notice,
giving notice had been accepted by both the Police and the /imy, as men

● >

He was therefore authorised to disband tho who

This-principle of not

le

under no-tfece 4^-
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under notice ucre a nenaoe to the security of the Station,
rer.iainder of the evacuation of TEL LETV7I!GKr passed v/ithout serious"
incident, a noteworthy point being the efficient rmnner in v/hich Nor'
3  General Hospital conpleted its own evacuation with its own

The

transport, and conploted this ahead of schedule.

52. The early closing of AQIR led to strong pressure frojii
the 6th /J.rborne Division to re-open a Parachute Training School at a
more northern Station, The loss of these training facilities wqb a severe |
blow to the Division, but was inevitable if the Joint Arny-jlir plan for
evacuation was to be adhered to, Moreover, there v/as no suitable
buildings at the northern Stations for parachute packing and hanging,
on the scale required for the work of the School, and it was therefore
decided that the target date of the end of 1947j for the closing of this
School, must be adhered to. The closing down of this Station, with ;
it

i

s jj-icraft Maintenance Unit and Parachute School, proved a fonnidable
undertaking, and the successful manner in which it v/as con^jletod reflected .)
great credit on all personnel concerned, but, particularly, on V/ing ^
Gonsnander STREilTPIBLD, who was the acting Station Cor.nander during the {
bulk of the period,
necessity for leaving

The evacuation of this Station also showed tho

a Care and Maintenance party, whose duty was tho
final clearing up, and which experience taught us would last approx
imately one month on a big Station, unless avoidable losses of equipment
were to take place.

53. AQIR was closed down for all practical purposes on 15th
January, and the Caie and J-feintenanoe Party had  a target date of 15th
February to conplete the final clearing up.

54.
By the time this Care and }/feintenance Party was roacty

to conplete the final clearance of AQIR, the Governnent of PALESTINE
put a stop on the sale of this Station and requested us to hold on to it,
pending a decision from U.N.O, as to whether they themselves would
take over, the Station, I decided to attenpt to hold this Station, and
sent a Plight of No, 2 2jr:mour©d Gar Squadron and sixty gunners from Rifle
Units of the R.A.P. Regiriiont (which was tho maximun we could afford),
and^placed the Station under the command of Squadron leader CHIIiia,
Officer Commanding, No. 2 Arinoured Car Squadron, Squadron Loader CHILES
was instruc i.ed that, although ho was there to endeavour to keep this
Station intact, it v/as realised that his force was totally inadequate
to hold the v/hole Station against a determined attack, and he was there
fore authoilsed to abanden any part of the Station which, in his Judgment,
was necessary, and he was told that the over-riding consideration was the
safety of his crwn men. In the end it was decided that U.N.O, would
not take over ij,QIR, and the .Station was sold and handed over by Squadron
Leader CHILDS to the Jewish purchaser.

55.
This detachment had an adventurous time, for hundreds

of Ajrabs commenced to loot outlaying buildings. The Station was large
and scattered and the available force small. These attacks were driven
off, mainly by /j-jaoured Gar fire on their flanks. Later, as the result
of a press report that the Station was being handed over to the Jews,
more serious attacks developed, and part of a line of old airframes,
mainly Wellingtons, vrtiich had been sold two years, but not removed by tho
purchaser, vfas set on fire at night. The fire was beyond the range of
available hoses, because the aircraft wore well outside the "ioerimeter,
but burning debris, carried by the wind, menaced other parjs of the Station,
The whole Station remained on duty that night, the fire was kept under
control, and would-be saboteuers were flushed from the cover of a corn
field b^ mortar and sraall arms fire.

At another period swarms of Arabs attempted to tear down

the main hangar

56,
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the main hangar, to steal the inatoriaJ^ but these also were driven
off by fire on their flanks,
village Ivlukhtars led to unorthodox but effective punishment of the
ring leaders y and an offer to supply an armed Arab guard,
an arrangement with the Arny for reinf02x;ement in emergency, and this
operated v/ell, though our requests were moderate.

Threats of reprisals on the local

We had

It is of Intorost that our Armoured Car« proved to have
a better cross-counti^'' peiforimence than Arny Bren Carriers,

one small building was damaged by fii*e, but,
otHerv/ise, the oanp was sold intact, except for broken windows, etc.
The operation was conducted v/ithout known casualties, except for two
Arabs injured in falling from the hangar roof, and reflects credit on
Squadron Leader CHILDS and all personnel concerned.

UltiriiatolA’'

No, 120 M.U, contained the vast majority of valuable R.A.F,
It vras a particularly difficult Station to

59.
equipment in PAJLIiSTINEr
defend, having a perimeter of six and three quarter miles, around which
were scattered isolated buildings, and with two orange groves vrithin
the perimeter,

were most capably liandled by its Commanding Officer, Wing Commander
FRANKLIN, and the th
small proportion of the losses I had anticipated from this cause.
exanq>lo of the sort of thing that did happen was two R.AtF. men in charge
of an isolated building during the lunch interval, when a party of Atabs,
apparently labourers working in the shod, suddenly turned i^)on them,
covered them v/ith fire arms, disai'^ned them and tied them up while they,
stole a quantity of watches, and made away.

The entire ovecuation of this Station and its defences

v/hich actually took place v/ere an extremely
An

60, The rrajerity of tho equipment evacuated from this Station
was moved by No, 51 1.1.T. Cor^pary, and the final evacuation of the Station
Was coiqpleted on schedule, v/ithout major troubles. No. 51 M.T, Cong^any
did this Job and, indeed, all other evacuation tasks, v/ith great
efficiency and willingno
to sell this Station failed, and they reported that there was no hope of
a sale. Both Arabs and Jews v.'ero interested, and an Afab purchase was
practically concluded at one stage, but v/as cancelled owing to the
in^iossibility of defending the place,
ny capacity, becausw

and ny full defensive strength was urgently required for the safety of
airc'raft and personnel. This Station v/as therefore abandoned, and was
the only valuable R.A.F. asset to bo abandoned in PALESTINE,

All efforts of the Di.3posals Authorities
o r*
M O 4;

The continued defence was b^ond
the opening of DA.VID brought new commitments.

Ein Shemer and Ramat David,

61. The early stages of evacuating SIN SHEI.1ER presented no
particular difficulties, Iviost of the maintenance equipment of th© four
Squadrons was removed to H-'iUTA and ILCCCSIA, using our own G-.R, Lancasters,
and w© also had the use of Dakotas for certain items. The Wing
Commander executive from SIN K 1^00 03. £l3 the Station

Commander, RAiHT DAVTD, and the whole operation of evacuating ETN SHEMER>
and moving into RAivlAT DAVID, was under the command of the Station
Commander, EIN SHEIvER, This part of the move passed off smoothly,
and the Station v/ns handed over to Care and Maintenance Party on 4-th
April, 1948, guarded by two Rifle Squadrons of the R.A.P. Regiment.
The attack on Caitro 80, referred to earlier in this report, occurred on
6th A.pril, and gave early warning,of the sort of thing teat this, by
that time, isolated Station, must be prepared to meet. On 9th April
the came under spasmodic fire ab night from practically all Jewish
sides of sthe oampu This v/as probabty an at'coiipt to test the defences,
and the pron^t reepons© (mortars had been trained previously on selected
objectives) probablly had a good deal to do v/ith the conparative peace

the comp
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the car?) enjoyed thereafter.

62. The oanp had been sold to Jews, and it was known that
considerable forces of Arab irregulars intended to try to beat the Jews

in taking over the c£anp,
of our withdra\7al being caught up in ilrab-Jewish fighting,
nornfilly issued and circulated was soon knowTi to the local inhabitants
by rieans of labourers, N.A.A.F.I. enplcyees> etc,, and I decided that
the original order to evacuate the Station on 30th /ipril should stand) ̂
but, in fact, wo would cariy out a surprise withdrawal on 25th, inforroing
the Jewish puix;hasers at the last possible minute* This was conpleted
successfully, the withdrawal being covered by the Amy and with R.A.5’.
aircraft overhead.

There v/as therefore a considerable danger
Any order

63. The evacuation, the defence of the Station, and the
handling of quite major incidents in the vicinity of the Station, were
capabily and coolly handled by the Commanding Officer, Squadron Leader

I had given him the sarae orders as in the case of AQIR^
namely, that he had full authority to abandon any part of his Station,
if he considered this necessary in the interest of the safety of his
personnel*

●  SARDEE30N*

6A* The only major incident during our short occupation of
BIMUl D/iVID was the attack by EGYPTI/iN Spitfires, which is described
later, A point of interest was the frantic attempt iiiade by local Jews
to try and persuade R.A.F, personnel to part i^th equipment* On one
occasion a "typed list of R.A.P. spares, coit^lete with stores reference,
was handed in, and fantastic sums of money were offered to pilots to
land Sfpitfires at Jewish aerodromes, plus an elaborate scheme to prove

they had bailed out over the sea* We did not lose arythat

Spitfires by this method*

Kolundia.

KOLUNDU., the small JERUSALEM air strip, was an av/kward
position to defend, and keeping this strip open to the last day involved
a careful balancing of risks. There was a Jewish settlement literally
on the edge of the tarmac, and the /irab town of EAMALIAH (and other
■villages) in the vicinity. On several occasions the canq? was s’vTept

■  by small arms fire, but, by various esq^edients, r.iajor fighting in the
area was prevented,
through it, but we were fortunate enough to avoid casualties*

65.

One Proctor under repair had several bullets ■

Provision of guards was a constant difficul"iy, but wo
relied upon carefully si"fced mortar positions and Armoured Cars for
hitting power to back up the rifles and Brens of the Regiment,

close liaison with the Arab Legion at RAtlALLAH and, later, with the
Royal Marine Commandos*
from KOUJNDIA had to be escorted by a pair of Aamoured Cars,
was frequently interrupted by fighting, particularly in the SHEIKH
JAERAH quarter, on the outskirts of JERUSALHSi,

In the early stages I was strongly pressed to open KOLUKDIA \
to civil air traffic, but, after consulting the G-overnment and the '
InspectorHleneral of Police, the High Commissioner ruled that the
Government could not possibly deal vath the necessary police work that
would bo involved, and none of us had the force to keep the road open to
Jewish traffic, and practicaLlly all civilian air traffic would have been
Jewish,
difficulties at KOLUNDIA itself, which coul'd not have been kept open
against determined Arab opposition, I was attacked in the local Jewish \
press, but this ceased when it was realised that nobocy vras taking any
notice*

66*

We had
a

During the latter months all traffic to and
Traffic

67.

I

I strongly supported this argument, and added ry ovm

KOLUNDIA was R.A.P. property, including most of the land*

^ decision 

68.
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^ (3Dcision of the Government, this property was left unoccupied, but
rar.iained vested in the British Cravn, with a view to future use or
disposal*

j’u.r Headquarters,

69. lir Headquarters and /dr Headquarters (Unit) occupied
a nui:l5er of largo, unsuitable and scattered buildings in Jsius/JEM.
Headquarters itself was opposite the D/iM/lSCUS G/iTE into the OLD CITI*
This was an Arab area, but the scene of two Jewish outrages, in which drums
of explosives vrere rolled down from passing cars into the Arab market at
the Gate, with the insult that Air Headquarters lost nary of its windows,
twice in a fortnight,
ambushed outside the Gate, or a Jewish car on fire there,
were interripted by small arms and automatic fire under the windows.

Air

It became a common sight to see Potash convoys
Conferences

70. The Officers* Mess was in the Italian Hospital, v/hich
the jQws made two unsuccessful attoiipts to blow up, being blown up by
their oi7n bombs on one occasion. This Hospital was situated in an area
between Jewish and/jrab areas, «and was thus frequently *on the spot
when fighting took place in the vicinity. Air Headquarters (unit) had
its offices in various largo and unsuitable buildings in the same area,
but the main airmen's accommodation ̂ fas in pleasant conmandeered Jevdsh
villas and flats in HEHAVTA, a ooirparativety quiet area close to the
Jevdsh Agency, The M.T. yard, the D.A.P.M's Headquarters and /J.r
House weire all conparatively isolated areas requiring special guarding.

I

The plan for the evacuation of /d-r Headquarters involved
a progressive, withdrawal from outlying buildings, timed to coincide with
reductions of the staff,

since the ̂ id test v/as whether a particular appointment either helped
me to exercise command or helped the Units to carry out the policy given
to them.

71.

The latter point produced interesting results.

The first branch to go in toto was the Engineering StaiTf -
.  ny C.R.O, stayed until the last convoy had left, and the final solution
to the minimum necessary operational staff for the last six vreeks in
HAIFA was ny Signals Officer, ny P.A, and nyself, with cy S.A.S.O. in
reserve to take ny place whenever I was away.

72. In general terms the A.H.Q, withdrawal plan v;a4to give
up the DA4MASCUS GATE A.H.Q. and establish A.H.Q, in the Italian Hospital
group of buildings, where we had to keep open comunioations through
narrow and winding streets by force, by establishing barriers with Armoured
Cara in support. Then, as soon as it was possible to run-do^ the staff
sufficientty^ to contract to the D.A.P.M's building and Air House,with a
rear /iir Headquarters thrown off to NICOSIA. ilnally, we oaf-ie down to
Air House only and then moved to KOLUNDIA for the final forty eight
hours. Thence to HAIFA and, finally, to H.M.S. "PHBOHE".

Air House itself was situated on the edge of the Arab
quarter of QATAMON, and, during the Arah-jQ^toattle for that area, we had
the advantage of a bird’s eye view of the fighting from the roof, but
the disadvantages of d^s and nights disturbed by artillery, mortars,
snail arms fire and explosions, and of occasionalty having to run the
gauntlet to get to and fro,
through a roof water tank, although v/e had to chip in now and again to
drive snipers to a more respectful distance.

These rapid changes of /J.r Headquarters from building to
building and area to area produced signals problems, but cy Signals Cffioer,
P/Lt, POPE, surmounted all difficulties, and I was off R.T. communications
only while in the air, and I v/as off cypher communications for one night
while equipment and personnel wore en route to HAIFA, Without this
excellent Signals organisation I would have been unable to exorcise control -
telephones had ceased to function at an early stage in the evacuation,

A feature of Air Headquarters woik was the tremendous

advantage of having ,,,,,

73.

The only damage to the house was a bullet

74.

75.
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advantage of having good R.T, cornrnunication with all operational LE:VAOT
Stations and to IvIED/ivI.E,
at ono stage a ’pirate’

There was no security -vTith this channel, and
station atter.ipted to intervono, but this quick

and direct channel, even limited as to subject, was invaluable, and wa'
know each other's voices well enough to ensure that no outsider could get
av/ay with giving wrong orders.

.  76. One- mistake was evident,

CYPRUS retained an administrative responsibility, but they were too far
divorced from the r^oidly changing scene in PALSSTIUE to do this effect
ively, and their Administrative Instructions were soon found to bo out-
of-date, and Rear A.H.Q. v/ero thereafter limited to dealing with queries
relating to the closure of Stations.
April, 1948.

Roar A*ir Headquarters in

They v/ere disbanded on 24th

THE EVJiCUATION OF JBRUS.^JJEIL

11. The evacuation of JERUSAItEf/I presented special problems
in that both Jews and Arabs were 'on their toes' to seize strategical
points, and it was obvious that, as we moved out, so the battle would
start in earnest. Therefore, the plans and the exact date were kept to
an absolute minimum number of individuals. The o]_5oration "was under the
conmond of the Brigadier Commanding No, 2 Infantry Brigade, a strong
Brigade G-roup which had been reinforced by Iferin© Commandos, tanks and
artillery.

78. The essence of the plan was that the High Commissioner
should leave Government House in the early morning, and proceed to
KOLUNDIIi. under heavy guard. As his convoy passed AllQhby Square, a key
point in the centre of the oily, the roll-up of No. 2 Brigade would
coonenco from that point. Units being positioned so that those to the
north evacuated via KOLU^IA^ and those south of it pulled out southwards
towards BETHLEHEII.

civilians to KOLUNDIA before H.E's convey, and all R.A.P. personnel at
KOLUNDIA, including a Rifle Squadron of the R.A.F, Regiment and seven
Armoured Cars, all destined to go to AidliAN, had to bo routed with the
Amy column moving via R/'IIAIIA - lATROUN to EGYPT,

Taking P/XESTINE as a whole, three columns would be on
D' Day :

This plan necessitated the evacuation of British

79.
the move on

(1) A column moving north from JERUSALUII, then turning
v^ost and south to EGYPT.

(2) A column moving south from JERUS/dS.i, probably
only to the BETHLEHEI/I area that dsy.

A. column moving south from the RA},ILEH area, after
absorbing part of column (1) , above.

The residue of Column (1), above, including police and
some R.A.P. then proceeded north to the RAM/*T DAVID - HAIFA area.

On D plus 1 Column (2) , above, v/as to continue its Journey
to EGYPT via HEBRON and BEERSHEEB/i, while the other two columns were to
continue their Journey if it had not been con^jleted.

Against this background, I offered to place the R.A.P. in
JERUSALEM and KOLUNDIA under the command of No. 2 Infantiy Brigade for
the forty eight hours preceding the evacuation, and to hold Adr House
(a strategical site) up to the last moment. /jfter discussion, however,
it was decided to be preferable that No. 2 Brigade should have nothing
in JERUSALEM except its o\Tn Units, and I was asked to take complete control
of the KOLUHDIA area from D minus 1, until the final evacuation of that
area was completed. Accordingly, fir House was handed over to the Arny

on D minus 2

(3)

80.

81.

82.
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moved out to KOLUKDI/. on that day.on D mnus 2, and A.H.Q

In view of the heavy traffic, the difficulties 01 fitti^
in KOLUNDI/i. R.A.3?, detactnment smartly with the northbound
fact S oon^arntively heavy air traffic had to bo handled on this snv 11
strip and am aircraft in serious technical trouble might have to be
fuTnad LaoaAI tho ossonoo of the whole plan was speed and f
rrv ^ ' s 0 in chaiTO of flying and ny C.R.O, m charge of Ground ̂ tencos

mid convoys, etc., at KOLUNDIA. The ground defences were auginentad by
fiold guns loaned by the Amy,

83.

The operation went smoothly and according to prograi^e.

A convoy of senior (Jovornriant officials arrived at KOLUTOm at 07CO
hours, and wore in position for H.E.. to say goodbye to thorn. At 0^.30^

hours the convoy conveying H.B. and the G.O.C. his’offihals,
a Guard of Honour of the H.A.P. to ogicialE,
and ombarkod in an Anson, m which I piloted ^ n.-rsd a i^reat
as a small gosturo to an officer for whom we had all acquired ̂

I v/as gratified to find that this v;as much
followed v/ith tho G,.0,G, and his Staff, a third with _

the Civil officials, two Ai^sters v/'orking

84.

rospeetr
second Anson

■ bao’c’af^e ●● then two Dakotas with _ , . -
with^ho columns and, finally, two Proctors, which had been in
wont off. W S.;..G.0's seniority easily
other pilot (ny P.A.) to be the last EJl.F. pil°t off from KOtUNDI/,

I-understand that the Radio News
crodonoe to that part of his broadcast which dealt with the

took off, by risking life
during the take-'off.

85.
to give some
●roar of the engines
and equipnicnt and taking up a position on the runway

H.E’s humble Ansonas

Mr siroport proved to be a sinple operation. A °n.b
of four SL^itfires was maintained over the an^Lr ^
H E was clear, when it became an air escort. There was also anrt .E. was oj.ocii, ^ ^ n -n cnin-^ynns whose neat formation
escort of thi^e Lancasters from our G.R. Squadrons, ^

the oraiso of the Radio News Reel broadcaster.' On landin^ at
K.*0;FA the fighter escort did a perfectly timed fly-past as H.S. advance

h?s Gufn of Honour. In all the Spitfires
aortios on D Day, and l6 sorties in air escorts and a salute to H.E,
befo« ha sailfd’from which had been arranged as
Squadrons not being extended on operations. On D  + P
tteS^^l sorties, a cab rank was flown over EL BUE/JJ, in south
PiTrl^TIKE, in response to a request from No. 1 h-id
K  hou^^ that evening that we learned that Egyptian
inflicted casualties on our troops in that place during

then too late to take effective warning or retaliatory action.

86.

It was
bound columns wore

the HAIFA enclave.gy py the evening of D plus 1 all Egyptian ^
clear of the frontier, and the remainder concentrated in
NO ^r?her tne^dents Jeeurr^d and I was able to leave the ^outharn
staterof the convey routes to No. 6 (Tempest) Squa^on, who
reserve in EGYRT, and who were very keen to take part in t p

n

pp, It would have been in^jossiblo for me to have exercised
Sfoctive detailed control cf air support over these thrce °olun^, and
the Mr C-in-C agreed that I should delegate authority to order
^rcV^t to ope^Sro to the Column Comn^nders. The Operations ®rdar
SSing with air support, and an "b".
which was issued to Column Commanders, are attached at fjjpendix B
weneral control was exorcised from R/MAT DAVID, where ny S.A.S.O. was
ttSrored a?terLl“ng KOLDHDtt. and whe« I would have been had the
Columns become engaged in fighting.

H.M.a
few days before D Day, - r. i
89.

be 25 operational sorties, and rather less on p + ^* ^
total of loo sorties per d^ from the two Spitfire Squadrons for this

short period

F.

’’CCEAN" (Ai-rcraft Carrier) arrived off PiME3a?I^ME a
I had estimated that ny requirement on D Day w

a

ould
I counted on having
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short period, although the Squadron Commanders guaranteed 120 per day,
loss casualties, and their estimates on exercises prwiously had been
justified. Thus, on a conservative estimate, I had four times as many
sorties as could be foreseen, and a TempC'st Squadron in reserve in
addition. This was ample should fighting develop, and I v/as unable to
offer the Fleet Air Am any share in the operations other than remaining

Me exercised the F.A.A. units in close support in PALESTINEin reserve,
prior to D Day#

TIIB HAIFA SCLAVS.

JO. From the A..H.Q. point of view, life in the HAIFA
enclave soon settled down into a pleasant but, from the Service point of ,
view, dull routine, in that there was little to do, yet we had to be
'on our toes' in case something did happen. Jly Staff in HAIFA consisted
of ny Signals Officer and iiy P.A., with ny S.A.S.O. available in IMm
to be called foiv/ard whenever I was away, I also had one Air Staff
Squadron Leader who was in AIE^ATT awaiting posting and who conploted Foms

^ 5A0 up-to-date.

91. At this stage R.A.P. LEVANT consisted of the following
Units : RAMAT DAVID Station, housing Detachments of Nos, 32 and 2o8
Squadrons (Spitfire XVTIl) , and No, 62 (Rifle) Squadron, R.A.F, Regiment,
The Station Commander had four Amy amoured cars at call to assist in
escort duties and security generally, LEVANT Communications Flight was
a lodger Unit at R.A.P. Station, mm, with a small detachment at HAIFA

The rear maintenance of the Fighter Squadrons was in NICOSIA.
No, 111 Embarkation Unit and A.H.Q, vrere in HAIFA, .  In addition, a
Plight Lieutenant from the R.A.P, Regiment had been appointed Airport
Manager at HAIFA Airport,

●  Airport.

92. This officer received his directive from the G.O.C.,
His duties were to supervise the civilian staff

of the Aiirport, and to exercise sufficient control to ensure that the
terms of the Truce were being observed. He was not responsible for the
securi^ of the Airport, which was in the hands of  a detachment of the
Grenadier Guards, with iirmoured support.

as 2»G.litary Governor,,

93. The defences of RAM.\T DAVID, as with other Stations,
The Commandant of the R,A.,F, Regiment visitedcalled for improvisation,

this Station and expressed himself well satisfied with the use made of
available resources. One side of the caip v/as very open, but he
acknowledged that resources did not permit strengthening ittu^iwuuwxougwu -cua-c resources oia not permit strengthening it. He was
startled to find that the Commanding Officer ('\7xng Commander STREATFIELD) ,
whose prestige with the local inhabitants was high, had personally
visited every village muktar in that area and given an assurance that he
would burn their crops (which were vulnerable) if there was any trouble
from that quarter. They v/ere convinced that he would do so, if
necessary.

9A. Another example of the value of parsonaliiy arose when
a lorry was ambushed and stolen by local Arabs, The C.O, went off alone,
recovered the lorry and borrowed a driver to take it back. He refused
the request to visit the local Irregular Conmander and demanded that
this individual be brought to him,
occasion 'is not recorded.

His line of argument on this

95. Similar incidents occurred oisewhere and, on one occasion,
ny P.A, recovered a stolen pistol from.the Old City of J13RUSALE1/I by
insisting on the Arab Higher Committee providing him with a guard to the
H.Q, of the local Arab Commander,

96. Conditions in the enclave Were peaceful, and, as the
G,0,C, Was anxious to reduce its size as early as possible, it was decided
to evacuate R.A.F. Station, R7IV.T DAVID on 22nd May. It had been agreed,

in Apiil,
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in April, that we should endeavour to con5)l0te the final evacuation
by 1st July instead of 1st August, I had previously arranged
to operate the Fighter Squadrons over the enclave from CTPRiJS, and
an adequate siq^ply of drop tanks was available to give the necessary
ondurancoo Dakota aircraft, previously authorised by iMyti.E
Galled forward for the morning of 22nd, and dav^n that morning found
the Station packed up and ready to move, with peaceful conditions in
the local countiyside.

wer●» e

97. ^ At approximately 06*00 hours on 22nd, two ;$pitfire
IXs cari'ied out a surprise low flying attack on the aircraft dispersal
area at imiT DAVID,
aircraft dispersal pens, and set two Spitfires on fire, the second
att^ker indulged in some ineffective firing from con5>aratively high
altitudOn Both attacking aircraft disappeared before their
identification markings could be recognised, but they wore identified
as Spitfire IX wd-th blue spinners, and thoi^fore it was a moral
certainty that they wore Egyptian Air Force

One dropped two 25C-lb bombs on one of the

aircraft.

98. ^Tho Station Commander, V/ing Commander STREAXFIELD,
confined to his bed, with medical orders to stay there*
minutes, however, ho was on the scone in a dressing gov/^i, corcpleta with
crutch and stick, taking full control of the situation in his usual
vigorous and direct manner.

was
Within

He remained on the spot all d£y*

99. His ^ imruediate action was to despatch a pair of Spitfires
to endeavour to find the attackers and to destroy them if located within
PALcSffINE. Ho followed this with another pair to act as standing
patrol over the airfield in case of a repetition. He initiated
ii^royisation of A,A, defences and then took personal charge of fire
fighting, withdrawing his personnel only when other aircraft Vi/ere in a
position of safety, and the dangera from exploding arm uni ti on, etc,
becaipe too acute to take further action about the two originally set
on T..OSO t\vo burnt out. Unfortunately the attackers had too
much start, and ■'were not caught by our pursuing aircraft,

*‘^'5 V7 Dragoon Guards, v/ho occupied part of RAMAI DAVID,
were most proirq)t and helpful in organising ground A.A, defences.
Relations bet'.veen th3.s unrt and the R.A.F, had been excellent throughout.

101, At -about 07,45 hours three further aircraft attacked
DAVID, and ttiis time they we2?o seen to be Egyptian Spitfires, They
caiae in low and attacked the main hangar. They obtained a direct-hit

hangar (v/hich had been evacuated), and set on fire an unservice
able Spitfire "v^-hioh v/as being reduced to produce. Two of these
^roraft were promptly shot down by our standing patrol and were seen
to crash in flames while the third was evidently seriously damaged by
the Bren and rifle fire   -- "tho R.A.F, Regiment, It disappeared, losing
height, vm.th a severe glycol leak and a large piece of the fuselage
(possibly the hood) was seen to fly off. Later, this aircraft was
found to have belty landed in Jevdsh territoiy.

oi

Considerable damage Was done to the hangar, and one airman
was killed and one injured,

^05. I reported these attacks to the Air 0-in-C by R,T. and
we -were fortunate in that the Group Captain Operations of the Egyptian
Air Force was in H-,Q,, IvtED/il.E, at the time, and was able to give an
immediate assurance that the whole affair was a ghastly mistake on the
part of the Egyptian Air Force, since they had been given ample warning
that we were in occupation of Ramat DAVID,
immediate steps to stop those attacks, and to follow up by proceeding
to EL ARI^ (tho Egyptian Air Force Advance Base) himself,
reported the occurrence to the General Officer Conmanding, who
expressed his satisfaction with the action taken, and stressed the

in5>ortanco of

Ha undertook to take

I then
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in^ortancQ of .demonstrating the fact that any attack on the dj,'ri.ndling
British forces in the enclave should be dealt with vigorously and
pror.gptly. During ny interview with the G-.C.C, an R.T, message was
received re-porting a third attack on DAVID at about 09.15 hours
by two further Beyptian Spitfires who again cane in low and got in an
attack before the tentacle on the ground could direct the standing patrol
on to then. These two aircraft were pronptly shot down by the standing
patrol^ and these were also seen to crash in flames.

lOA* Ey this time the Dakotas to move the Fighter Squadron
personnel and equipment had arrived and- they received the brunt of this
attack. One Dakota received a direct hit and was dostreyod, and, with
it, its load of aiiT.Ten‘s kits v/as also lost. The socond Dakota was
taxying out to take off and vms attacked, by machine gun fire. The second
pilot and navigator were killed, three airi:ien were injured and the aircraft
v/as seriously damaged,
and machine gun fire. At this stage I gave orders that any Egyptian
Spitfirc seen over the enclave, and in a position in v/hioh it might
conceivably be considered as likely to attack R/JilVO DAVID, was to be shot
down on sight, Vlo were entirely v/ithout warning systems, and this was
the only positive way of avoiding casualties that occurred before it was

^^ossible to direct the standing patrol on to low flying j^rcraft which
'  apiDoared over the neighbouring hills and vrere over RAf.'IAT DAVID in a matter

of seconds after being seen from the ground. The /iir C-in-G confirmed
these orders, and the General Officer Comanding expressed liis agreement.

third Dakota was seriously damaged by blastA

At this stage damage by bomb splinters, blast and bullets
had reduced our serviceable Spitfires to five, and, although we had reason
to think that the Egyptian Group Captain would succeed in stopping the
attacks, I considered it necessary to have force immediately available for
retaliatory action against the Egyptian base at EL /iPvISH, if the attacks
continued, although, of course, a decision to take this action would have
had to come from the /^ir Gomandor-in-Chiof, only reserve were the
Spitfires at NICOSIA in CIPRUS, These had conpleted their D Day task and
were ooirpletely stood down as far os I v/as concerned, I called NICOSIA
on the R.T. and instructed the Conmanding Officer, Group Captain H, FORD,
A.F.C,, to despatch five Spitfires, or as many as he had immediately
serviceable, to R/IMAT DAVID, mth the minimum doley. This call v/aa logged
by ny R.T, operator, and exactly thirty five minutes later I received a
V/,T. message from NICC^IA reporting that five Spitfires wore airborne and
on route to R'JiAT DAVID. This was a very fin© performance, in view of
the fact that they were not at any stage of readiness and NICOSIA is a very
scattered Station,

105.

106. There were no further attacks, and I took the earliest
opportunity, wiien relieved in HAIFA by iqy S.A.S.O., to visit RML'd) DAVID
nyself. I found an even higher state of morale in all ranks than usual.
All ranks were most emphatic that their Station Commander had been an

inspiration throughout the day, and that his evident intention of hurling
his crutch at any attacker who came near enough added a touch of humour
which had helped to keep them on their toes.

After consultation with the G.O.C., I postponed the
evacuation of the R,A.F, from RAIL^T DAVID for 24 hours, to ensure v/e did not
appear to have been driven out, and yet to avoid delving i:)lanned
evacuation longer than was necessary, .The Aivny undertook to remain in
position long enough to guard the parties v/orking on the tv/o damaged Dakotas,
The evacuation was conplated without further incident. Aircraft lost v/ero
the two Spitfires burnt out in the first attack, one Dakota burnt out, and
one S^)itfire in process of being reduced to produce. It is a credit to the
Station, and to all personnel conoemod, that after the first surprise attack
(v/hioh none of us had any reason to anticipate)  , lOO per Cent of the attackers
were destroyed.

107.

The only other incident of note during this period was a

night bombing attack ●●●●..>

108,
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nif/ht bombing attack on R.A.F. Station, AMMfiN (under command#A.H.Q
IRAQ) in which a \7arrant Officer’s family had a vo^ narrow escape, am
the LBVIiNT Comjaunications Plight offices and Technical Stores were mt

by a small bomb, and aircraft, including an Anson, were damaged. With
their usual energy, Communication Plight inprovised rapidly and
af--ain at 100 ner cent serviceability before their operations were affected.

On iiy next visit I was shovm an aircraft referred to as the L^ANT Com*
plight night fighter proctor. This was the fastest Proctor in the Plight,
to be piloted by the Plight Coiioander, with all windows open, and another
pilot (an ox Amy Instructor)' in the back with a tommy gun. The att^kers
were undoubtedly Jews, probably using Dominies and preferring moonlightj
the Plight thought they had a chance of engaging.  _ The chance was slight,
but the instance is typical of the spirit of the Plight, and I supporte

the venture, subject to co~ordiiaation with the fixed defences*

● 9

were

Piri/Ji EVACUATION,

109, In the small houi's of the morning, the day before the
final evacuation, three Arny tanks were stolen from HAIFA airport by Jews,

.'“' with the active assistance of t'.vo soldiers, v/ho deserted v/ith the tanks.
At first light an Aniy officer of 651 A, O.P, Squadron took an Auster
aircraft which had been made over to the Truce Cojinmssion, and traced the

This
tracks through the WSS P.\SS, in the direction of TEL AVIV,
provoked a protest from the Truce Commission, but they agreed it v/as their
business to try to recover the tanks, since fee theft was a breach of the
Truce. Spitfires from NICOSIA were laid on for an armed reconni^ssance
of the Jewish coastal plain, but vdthout results, probably because^ the Jews
had previously stolen transporters and could move the tanks into hiding
without tell-tale tracks.

come to HAIFA and.The Aircraft Carrier "Triunqfe” had
after consultation with the G.Q.C,, it was decided to fly a further aimed
reconnaissance for these tanks the next day, on the slight cb-ance of
catching them on the move soon after dawn, using rocket-aimed Pleet lj.r
Arm aircraft. The decision as to whether to attack v/as to be taken by the

G.0,C. and nyself, largely on whether they were in open country or whether
there was aiy risk of causing casualties to innocent people. The Truce
CommissLon were informed of our intention and did not raise any
objections.

110.

Ill, Accordingly, four pairs of aircraft took off from
"Trd.unrph" at first light on 30th Juno and carried out a search of the plain
between the ZICRON YAOOB area and TEL AVIV^ having been fully briefed by
nyself the night before, and operating under ny comnand whilst over land.
The missing tanks v/er© not located.

¥e had no reason to anticipate any interference with the

final evacuation, but the possibility could not be ruled out, and the
evacuation was planned as a tactical operation.

The land operation was under the command of 1st Guards
Brigade, and the G.O.C, and nyself had a small Tactical Headquarters on
board H.M.S. "IHCEBE". A tentacle was ashore with the Brigade Commander,
and the G.O.G, and nyself were able to listen in from the ship and take
control when the land evacuation had reached a stage to make this desirable.
This time was to be decided by the Brigadier Commanding No^ 1 Guards Brigade,
As our fighters were located at NICOSUl, in CYPRUS, they wore too far away
to remain on call, and a cab rank was maintained overhead from dawn until
the last soldier was clear of the porb, A copy of the orders for air
support are attached as Appendix "C",

The operation vrent smoothTy, At 11,00 houi3 I took over
At 12,00 hours the G.O.C, vrent ashore to vdtness the

By about 13*05

112.

113.

IIA.
fighter control*
last stages, and was the last soldier to leave the shoro,
hours the last troopship. v.ras clear of the port, and the four R,A»F.

Spitfires, then on patrol. ● ● ● ●
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Spitfires, then on patrol, did a neat fly-past H.M.S.
returned to base.

and

115. Our total casualties from 1st October, 1947 to 30th June,
1948, v/ere

(i Killed or died of wounds

Seidously v.^ounded
Missing, believed killed
Moderately or slightly wounded

15
(ii 6
(iii 1

10 ■IV

17e lost 27 vehicles by theft and ambush.

CONCLUSION,

116, I am not aware of any new lessons that arose out of the
evacuation from PILESTIKE, but many old ones were en^hasised,
practicable to record the many local difficulties encountered and

^a^jedients adopted, but, to ny mind, the inportant features v/ere as follows :

It is not

I Was given a firm policy (but in general terms) from MED/il.E
anddsoisions when I asked for them,
that policy in ny own v/ay,
to subordinate coramandersj with the result that wo all had the feeling
that it was our operation, and up to individual commanders to find and
adopt the best solution to their problems.

A high morale v/as maintained by all ranks throughout the
Men cheerfully worked long hours under uncomfortable and,

often, dangerous conditions, and even accepted the high incidence of guard
duties as inevitable. In part, this was due to the fact that men under
stood not only what they were doing, but why it had to be done,
fortunate in ny Commanders and Staff,

117.

Otherwise, I was left to carry out
This enabled me to adopt a similar attitude

117.
operation.

I Was

● >

118, Co-operation with the other Services and the Civil Government
was excellent throughout. In ny opinion one of the most important
reasons for this was that we vrere situated close together and all knew
each other well,

of two Services really knew each other, problems of joint operations
become oonparatively simple. Both H.Q,, PAL, and A.H.Q. maintained a
bar on the premises, which I consider invaluable for breaking the ice
with visitors from other Services, and for making visitors from our own
Stations feel that the A.H.Q. staff v/ere human beings, and-to overcome the
feeling of hesitancy in asking advice, even if only a cup of coffee v/as
supplied.

It has always been ny experience that once the Staffs

119. Although I do not suggest that previous experience in a
particular typo of R.A.P, operation is not useful, PALESTINE proved,
once again, that a normal E.A.P, officer can quickly become proficient
in the Staff side of any normal type of R.A.P. v/ork, without previous
experience of it*
of all trades-, but no difficulties were encountered on this
the operational point of view, the outstanding case was that of ny S.A.S, 0
Wing Commander R.H, WiiTEEHOUSE, G.B.E., D.P.C., A.P.C., whose previous
experience was limited to training and bombing, with no Staff experience
or training. When he took over, LEVANT included lJ:r Transport; Support
operations and training, parachute training (both ab. initio and refrresher) ,
Close,Support by fighters, noriml fighter training and G.R, work,
particularly searching for illegal immigrant ships. He was soon
acknowledged as an air expert in their respective spheres by the R,N, and
the jiTny, and was often in sole charge of operations.

As my Staff ran down, officers had to become Jacks
score. Prom

● i

120.

and evacuation convoys^
and from their villages; they helped the Amy to keep open the KOLUNDIA
road, and their mobility and fire power v/ere important factors in the
defence of Stations (particularly v/hen on a C &  M basis) , and of -ttie
scattered buildings v/e occupied xn JERLFSALIM-,

Armoured Cars -.Tere invaluable. They escorted inter-Station
In sen^ cases they had to escort labourers to
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SECS E T.

RCY/lL /JR PORCE, liEVANT.

ORDER QP BATTLE AS; /jg 1ST aEPTEIvIBER, 19A7.

UOTT. LOCATION. REM/lRECS.

P.YRT 1 - UNaTS Ul-IIiSR CavIPLEIE CONTROL OP A.H.Q

R.A.P, Station Headquarters. Aair

LEV;^.«f

,
Ein 3hemer,

Qastina (C & M Basis),
Nicosia.
Rainleh.

R.A.P. unit. Jerusalem.

Units.

No. 32 Squadron,
No. 38 Squadron.

B(87) Pit., No. 38 Sqdn. (Late 37 Sqdn.)
No. 208 Squadron. )
'  (I) *A' Plight, )

(ii) 'B' Plight (253) . )
Levant Communication Plight,
Parachute Training School,

Ein Shemer,
Ein Shemer,
Ein Shener.

Ein Shemer.

Aqir.
Aqir,

Operations Rooms.

Joint Ops. Room (RAP Comp).
SectorCps. Room (North), (Unmanned).
Sector Ops, Room (South) ,

R.A.P. Regiment & Defence Units,

H.Q, Palestine, Jerusalem,
Nicosia,
Ein Shemer,

No, 19 Wing.
No, 20 Wing.

No. 52 (r) Squadron,
No. 53 (R) Squadron,
No. 58 (R) Squadron,
No, 62 Squadron,

No. 65 (R) Squadron,
No, 66 (R) Squadron,
No, 1 Armoured Car Squadron.
R.A.P. Regt. H.Q., & 1 Plight.
1 Plight,
1 Plight.

No. 2 Armoured Car Squadron.
R.A.P. Regt. H.Q. & 2 Plight, ‘
1 Plight,

Ramleh,
Ein Shemer,
Ras-el-Ain.
Kolundia,
Ein Shemer,
Jerusalem,
Ras-el-Ain,
Ein Shemer,

Ramleh,

Ein Shemer,
AJnraan,

Ramleh,

Jerusalem,

Maintenance Units,
No, 120 Maintenance Unit,
No, 160 Maintenance Unit,

Signals Units.

Ras-el-/iin,
Aqir.

No. 124091 A.M.B.S.

No, 826 A.M.E.S. (Unmanned),
No, 14074. A.M.E.S.
No. 6562 A.M.E.S,
No. 15052 A.M.E.S.

Haifa.
Nicosia,
Deir Qaddis,
Aqir.
Aqir,

Medical Units
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HEMAPKS.LOCi\IION.IINIT.

l;ie)dical Units,

No, 3 Anti Mosquito Unit,
H.Q. & No, 1 Section,
No* 2 Section *A* Det*
No-, 2 Section 'B' Det,
No, 3 Section,

No, 2 (l,tE) Field hygiene Unit,
No, 10 (RA&') (me) Med. Rehab. Unit.

Tel Litwinsky,

Jerusalem,
Tel Litwinsky,

MiscG11an0ous Units.

Levant Petrol, Oil & Lubrications Ujiit,
No. 5 (ME) M.T.R.U.
No. 9 Mobile Parachute Ser, Unit,
Oxygen Production Centre,

Ein Shemer,
Tel lAtwlnsky,
Aqir,
Aqir, Section of 160 M,U,

LEVANT.PART II -● UNITS NOT UIU3ER FULL CONTROL OF A.H.Q,

Location,RiAt^T Operational
Control,

MED/k.E,
H.Q, Brit,
Troops thru*

1 Div.

Aclmin,
Control,
i'JiQ., Levant,R.A.P. Station, AmM.

No, 651 AOP Sg;in, H.Q,
Nos, 1907, 1908 & 1910 Fits,
No, 1909 Plight,
3651 Mobile Serv, Section,
Airborne Contact Car Unit.
No, 3 R.A.P, Hospital,
Met, Section, AQIR,
M.E, Officers' School of Adirdn,
No, 2 Fire Fighting School,
No. 2 G-eneral Serv. Trng, School,
iUr Support Training School,
Security Coy, lYrab I^sgion,
No. 20 RAP Mov. Unit (Emb),
Detachment,

Amman,
Qastina
Qastina
Ramat David,

Levant,AHQ ● f

Qastina
Aqir, Array,
Tel Litwinsky, l{SD/k,E,

MED/k.E,
}ISD/k,B.
MED/k.E.
med/m.e.

Aqir.
Aramen,
Amman,
Amman,

AHQ,., Levant,
A.H.Q, Levant,

Levant,
Levant,
Levant,
Levant,
Levant,

AHQ ● f

AHQ
AHQ ● >
AHQ ● >
AHQ ● 9Ein Shemer,

Ajiman,
Haifa,

Amy,

IsffiD/k.E.thru' hQ, 2o5 Group,
AHQ Levant; 20 RAP

,  (Emb) Unit.
- do -

I®D/k.E,
3 RAP police AHQ
Wing^H.g.

I

Move
- do -

Levant,
Levant,

AHQ ● f

● 9

Famagusta,
Aqir.
Jerusalem,

- ditto -
No, i A.I.S, Centre Det.
No, A District H.Q, (Levant),

PART III - UNITS IN THE LEVANT AREA UNDER PUID CONTROL OP OTHER FORMATIONS.

MBD/ii.E,l.iBD/k,E,H.Q. No, 2 Works A.rea, Jerusal^,

lEV/iNP has limited administrative responsibility for the1. A.H.Q ● f

Unit shown in Part III, above, e,g.

Civilian Labour.
Medical, etc.

Queries to be referred to Organisation III# ii.H.Q., LEVANT, Ext, 77*

This Order of Battle cancels that issued as at 1st jAugust, 1947^
which is to be destroyed by fire.

Works Services,
Welfare,

2.

3.

P.H, PITTOGK, W/O
Air Comraodoro,

Aiir Officer Commanding,
Royal
L  E . V A N T,

● 9

Air Force,

(signed)
for
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Roference

LEV/S.3331/1/Org.
S IS C R E T.

LCC/JIOKS OP UNITS IN THE LEV;ifT :im. CYPRUS.

P/JiSSl'INE m) TIL^SJORDi^Js^

■PLU'f. JSRUSATEiv^

Station.
Ho. 2 G.3.T.S.
jvI.E, Officers' School of Adr-iin,
Socurity Coy, yjrab Legion,
Ho, 2 Pire Pighting School,
1 Pit, Ho, 1 Arm’d Car Sq.dn,

zUr Headiguartors, Levant,
H.Q, No, 2 Horks Ajrea,
R.A.P. Unit, Jorusalom, .
No. 4 District H.Q, (Levant).
No, 62 Sqdn. R/iP. Hegt.
Joint Ops. Room (Ri*P. Comp),
1 Pit, No, 2 iiTT-i’d Car Sq<i,

AQIR. RLS-EL-AIN.

R»i*P. Station,
Nt . l6o Llaintenanco Unit.
Oxygen Production Centro,
Airborne Contact Car Unit,
No, 9 M.P.S.U.
No. 6562 A.H.E.S.
No. 15052 l.H.E.S.
No, 1 A.I.S, Centre Det,
Levant Corxiunication Plight.
Met,- Section,

No, 12c Maintonanco Unit,
No, 52 Sqdn, R,\P. Regiment,
No. 65 Sqdn, R;JP. Regiment,

KOLUNDI/

No, 53 Sqdn, R/*P. Regiment,

OH-STINA.

R.li-.P. Station (C & I,l) ●
H.Q, No, 651 A.0P, Squadron,
No, 3651 Mobil© Servicing Section,
Nos. 1907, 1908 & 1910 Plights.

BIN SMIER.

R.A.F. Station,
No. 32 Squadron,
No, 38 Squadron,
B(87) Plight No, 38 Squadron,
No, 208 Squadron Plight,’

*B' (253) Plight.,
No. 58 Squadron, UJ’ Regir.ient,
No, 66 Squadron, Il'd'' Regiment.
Levant P.O.L. Unit,
Air Support Training School,
Sector Ops. Room (South).
No, 2o V/ing, H.A.P, Regt.
1 Pit, No, 1 /-rm’d Car Squadron,

R.U11T BI-.VXD,

No. 1909 Plight,

RiUILEK,

R.A.p. Station,
No, 19 V^ir^, RAP, Rogir.ient,
No, 2 Arm'd Car Sqdn, Rj'^ Rogiment,
H.Q. and 2 plights.
No, 1 fjmi'd Car Sqdn, R/\P Regiment,
H.Q. and 1 Plight,

DEIR q*J)DIS. TEL LimNSNY.

No. 14074 A.H.E.S. No, 3 R.A.P. Hospital,
No, 5 (ifS) M.T.R.U.
No, 3 H.Q, & 3 Sections,
No, lo (me) Med, Rehab, Section,

rL^PA*>9

No. 14071 A.M.E.S.
No, 20 iiAP. Movement (Emb) ,
Unit Detachment,

LXjVriON OP UNITS IN CTPRUS.

NICOSIA. f;m/.gusta.
R.A.P. Station,
Sector Ops, Room ^North) (Unmanned),
No, 826 A.M.E.S. (Unmanned) ,

No, 20 R.A.P. Movements (Emb.),
Unit Detachment,
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SECRET.

Eron: -
.-.ir Headquarters, Levant (Advanced),

See Distribution.

8tii May, 192,8.

LEV/2A/UR.

To

Date:-

Ref

iUR SUI^I'ORT " »D» Tif'X - IVJLESTIM!.

1.
On "D" Day in Palostino there v/ili be three

23^ado. JTorthorn Convoy plus elenents of
i’olice and the it'j’,

2 Bri.i^ade.

co

.
who \7ill travel only as f

Southern Convqj^

lumns on the move.

(a)
 Palestine

ar as Ramleh.

(b) ,

.  _ Southern Convoy plus eloi;ients of M in ('a'l
join up at Ramleh, ^ ^

authority for°oIlTinr“ra Hr^S^ responsible

their respective colunns Have finally evacuated on'D ; 1 Day.

fPlynannedl°irAVt:=\%\i^";^t;h\^tLtilldfr^2l^^i:A'*“
5'or 3 Brigade column (

tontaolo \7ill

(°) 3 Brigade,
who v/ill

2.

Levan● >

. 1 (c) refers), see para, 4,

acGonpagy 3 Brigade during thei
4.

i

t,

r

Para

evacuatsouth. on

It has been agreed that

domancls for lir°3up^x^°fapo!!^tt should occasion arise, any

an Piir Contact Team is not an

for jUr SuppoA ̂ ll\f ^ * 0^) ^^duests

leans, who will call forward in ?he LAS

6, o.c ● 9
to act

(i)
The Controller with the Horthbound Convqy (Para.  1 (a1
returned to R/p pa^nat David on ccmpletton of ks tLk.

refers) v/ill be

Will leiA'LhoLLlSALfA?arand*LLfb*'''°r^
Luster of 651 A.O.^Sqdn, ^turned to Ramat David by

7.

Officers to ArtLiLleV'ALAred foLLpfrLlf

operating on "D" Day and "D + 1 Day
the A.,0,0. Levant,

above

*\dl Service aircraft

,
8.

will come under the coixiand of

9
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27.

9. ,ibove instructions subject to
security situation n-3terially alters,

'D' timin{3s and details v/ill be notifiod

amendement

10.

if the internal

soiparately,

PCR P]?0IufelT0N.

Note I
Ibe ,x.0.C, I/3vant has issued instructions to Squadrons

t^ensuro that they obtain naxir.ium serviceability by 'D»

Note II, Provision for sertain
inade.

.  .
Itus includes

pi'o-an’ani^ed air support has bean
a patrol of the Jerusalem -

itoad betv/een 0800 and 0900 B hour
roocos of roads in advance of

Kolun
s on

movinrf columns

dia
D* Day and armed

.

In additcon, limited cab-ranks
areas.

Tho principle will bo, however, to hold arned aircraft
at Hamat David at short

may be put over certain

call.

(signed) R.H. yatorhouso, w/C.
_‘d.r Comodore,

l;ir Officer Commanding,
Doy al
L- 3 V

/J.r Force,
A  N T.

Distribution.

External Pac, HQ Palestine
R.’iP Ramat David
RAP Nicosia
PPiP Amman

7 copies'
2 copies'

1 coiDy^
1 copy'

1 copy^
1 copy),

Internal A»0, C,
S s.o.
C.R.O.

AliQ Levant Rear

HQ HAP LED/ij.E,
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Appendix

SECRET,

wSUBJECT: Air oUfyi}ort duid-n/s period

23 Juno " Z da^v,

HQ PaU^STIHE
Tel 1488.

G/2247/18 (0)

18 Juno 48.

1 Guards Brigado (2)

Cor.ff.iodor0, P.UiEiSTIHE (2)

2-^v Air HQ Levant (2)

Copy to : north PAIHSTINB List

2_;^^U

G(Air)
X

General

1. This instruction gives details of method of call for air support'
during tho^period 23 June to Z day (i.e, dey of final evacuation). Up
to 2 - 1, inclusive, the procedure differs in no way from that at present
in use. On Z day the RAP will maintain a cab-rank over H/\IPA town and
the port area from dawn to dusk, or until called off by far Officer
Commanding,

2. ihe principles to be observed in the use of aircraft in support
of land or soa forces are

A.ircraft vm.ll not fire except when the lives of j^Kijnbers
of the forces are endangered.

If the use of fire is resorted to, it will be restricted
to the absolute minimum necessary to achieve the object.

V/henover possible reference will be i.iade to the General Cfficer
Coicmanding before aircraft are ordered to open fire,

23 JUKE to Z - 1 ('both niCLUSIVE)

(a)

(b)

3.

Support for forces on land.

4.
An Air Support Signals Unit tentacle t3nce A is attached to HQ

1 Guards Brigade, Cco-.iander 1 Guards Brigade has authority to call for
support direct from CTPRUS, where R^vp ^i^itfires are based, (See para.
3, above) ,

5. As soon
Comnander 1 Guards Brigade has called for this support,

the G2(^jLr) located at his flQ will pass this information to Air HO
board HKIS”PHGEBE".

on

Support for HM Ships and Porces embarked in the Harbour fjrea.

6. An RAP set on board HI^ "PHOEBE’* vail maintain direct
communication v/ith R,\F Station CYPRUS.

All call for air support vail be transmitted at the request of
Comraodoro PAL3STIHE through ttiis means, (See para. 3, above).

7
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Pa.p;e 29,

A cab-rank is bein^^ inaintained by H/'J' iSpitfires throughout
the hours of day light.

Calls for additional aircraft from CfPRUS will be initiated

only by Air Officer Conmanding, Levant, established on HM Ship.

7.

Support for porces on Land.

Coriimander 1 G-uards Brigade has authority to call down aircraft
as and when required, (see para,

8.
through G2 (;j.r ) located at his HQ,
ovor),

The .lir Support Signals Unit tentacle with 1 Guards Brigade
will NOT be used for calling aircraft from GIPRUS on this dgy.

Support for HM Ships and Porces embarked in the Harbour Area,

The VHP set established on board HI'5S "HiOEBS" iriaintains direct
comunication with aircraft overhead,

through Air HQ on board on request of Goor-iodoro PALESTINE, (see para, 3,
over) ●

9.
Aircraft ttLII be colled down

Brigadier,
Chief of Staff,
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G S C R S T.

/jn Glu-PCRT OH 'D» DAY MD '!)' + Om.

(issued to Column Cornrnandors by the G. 0, C.) .

TKc policy of H.II.G-, v/ith regard to tho Royal
Air Porcc in PALtiiSmiE is that tho R.A.P. is not to bo usod
offonsivoly against Arab or Jov/, e:xcopt in cases of omorgoncy,
Tho definition of an onergoncy includes cases in v;hich fcdluro
to uso tho air an;, v/ould cloarly r-osult in casualties, or
incroasod cjisu'iltios, as the case niry bo, to British land forces,
Tho A.O.C, has a personal responsibility that this policy is
observed.

'D' da.y and ‘D* + 1 day, it vdll not bo practicable
referred to the A.O.C, Therufore,

the G.O.G. and tho A.O.C. have agreed that on those days calls
for air support vVill be made direct from Column Coninanders to tho
Air Cporrtions Room at R,'JA.'.T DAVID. aircraft vail be ar:icd,
and tho authority to authorise aircraft to open fire, and tho
responsibility for obsoiving tho conditions sot out in para, 1,
abovo, aro delogatod to juaiy Colunn Commanders,

on
for calls for air support to be
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iES4i';j3 TO thjj:   TI-irSR 33RVICES PRaf H.S. THE] HIGH
co^aiissioi^iSR ON ]iH?;j?ruRa FRg>i

On leaving P/JLS3TINS1, I '^/ish to send to tho throo
tiorvicct; r.iy' most grateful tlianlcs for tho constant and efficient
support they have- givon to the G-ovorra^i^nt of P/mSTII'E during
tho period of n-j-- torn of office,
botv/eon then, learnt in the hard school of tho last v/ar,
boon most successfully
in P/JltiaTiriS.

Tho lesson of co-operation
has

aintainod and applied in thoir tasks

To tho Havy I ov/o special thanlcs for the r.nnnor in
v^hich they have faultlessly carried out a distasteful task, and
maintained throughout those high traditions for v;hich they
fanod.

aro

To tho .'iTBy, with whom I have had 'noro personal
associations, I would only say that I knar that no othor Amy
could hr.'vTO cone through tho ordeal thoy have had to faco with
thoir nano unshiirchod,

standard of discipline and self I'ostraint which has boon required
to achiovo this result,

r/wLSSTIIdi] alone, I am proud to have boon one of then.

As a soldier, I vroll knev^ the high

fven if it wero for thoir record in

Tho personnel of the R.A.P too, have, on napy
occasions had to undergo similar difficultios to tho An.y, and
have shown thomselvos no loss British in thoir patient and
tolorant attitude,
for thoir ready holpfulnoss at all times,
officiont v/ay in vrtiich thoy have carried out their tas^s over tho
sea and tho land, and their unreadiness to accejjt failure, oven
under the worst conditions.

● >

But I must particularly thank the R.A.P.
For tho extronoly

To all meriibers of all throo Services in Pi'JESTINE
I send a personal 'wish for their good fortune in tho future.

r




