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el Ltiwg variouns | rollawe with - hic:l i weTe r:um’."mnted frga Lise
Lo time snd hov we e emneed oo s0lve thal; OBy ooasohs Lap
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mm‘ﬁ L1iseticn bad net buen ordored. m belng aittroked, ithse

“ae Groe: undie holding the sronitler posis i uhe mUu eOllovE
bordsre of Sluania, although fighting with ths g W}M}@st
gellantry, were overwhelned in some oases kg s-,m-w wEd
ol RMubers maéf compolled o ive (round,
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““hie was perticulsrly the ense in reglons here condilions
vere sulieble for the emplognment o7 Itallsn nechaRnised Doreeds
The nrogress of the Iigliem army waes, hovever, slow fop
slihough Italy had concenireted lerge forceg on the Opagh
fromiier, the firm nititude adornicd by the 2regk goverment
esme =8 somevhed ¢l o swrnrige o8 31t hed been thoushit that
all Itellan dmmands would be met withou: resori o arma.

Th ves confimed olse from the reporis of reiachere lacen
in the Cirmst {evw days throt the oveniny of he=iilities was
gtite wnexnected by the Italion soldéiermp itheuselves, who
hed besn led ¢ expect & diplomatie wictory and ~ pesesiul
cdvance intc Crook fermiftory.

dq it was clear thot the problem comiron:ing the |
Greess vas largely ons of llue, could har vrontlier unlig
hold the italian forces Builiciently iobg &9 enrble her
nrsdiesa o be richiliced rod copeceniratady A i eld
knovp, CGresse in badly served by coemuhicstions,  “oods
and reilreye on ihe muiniend arve lew in nwrber and the
fomer »re in nest casss bade somEaber @l hey refesvicsis
had $0 come (rom the Gpeek ielsnds spd it #wee enitlmaied
that it would take ot leagi {three weeltn for the Creel
mobili- stion Lo be esmpleted and Yoo suriicient forees
to be concentrated in dthe baiitle avea Leiore e asuld
resliy coDiider hersell reasorsbly wals, in e accntime,
tiva Innllsn sir force could, il hapdl«d wopoerly. play
Chevoe witihh fthelr meblilisstion and cuncentreiiul arPiBge-
Vmanta. vhic, fer some mhuccolR.eblce reason,; the
Cialinng fuiled copletely to do and wesied thels cone
Aoratively gvroeng aire foree in abootlve avkosils D
angsionted Isleads ond hosritals in Yalonike,

i%@ ook An FoPc@s

Je he Cres: 211v  orce, alsiough smoll and outinwibered

by the Italinwm, Tought most galleantly during Uhle initial

BLage. Their »ilots, mony of vher had altended courses
in fmglend at the C.T.8. ond elsevhere, vere izen and vwhat
they lechod ir wodorrn war leeh icus ihey made uvr 7or in
porsanel bBrevery, their eirereii, llge thowe ol wost amall
incercndent netions not possessing n sireralt indusiry of
their own, consisted of o nuber 20 diff{erent forel n types,
French -md olish predominating, with a limiled wiéwge of
SR80

Go Operationally, the Opeek .ir Jorec vas crnirolled
vy e ceperal Htelf snd vas uvned slmost aniirely in dircesd
et ert of thelr awiy, They were qulie urmble to cbtain
any degree of ailr superdioridy and iR conpeguenss they
guffered severe csgunliies. In additiun, s.1dg o the
diiviculty oi obieining spares, an stnomelly high propariion
ot uBservicrebility soon oristed and in a eomwerrlively
shwet tine, their eifort wos pedvced to nogiigible

L reportiong.
’\ sgision 1o sopd e 0. ¥, Conbinient.

T In respomee to an urrent mppeal for help, uhe
Rritish Govermuent dfecidsd to sand & conbingens oF ihe
feyel siv Terce bo Groete SroB the Aiddle Daste ‘he
force Aecided unon vas 1o consisi Ol Lo Medium burdbey
souadrons, one mixsd wnedium bowber and 0o seater fighter
sguudron ~ all smied with Blenheim cirerslt, and wo single
seater righter sguedrons srmed with Glodistor alreraells

on sy arpivel ia sthems on Sth. Hovember, 1040, ihe adwonce
elaments of ihis foree had slresdy errived snd vere rondy

{continged)
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84 Thot evening 1 sitended a eonference with

the Frime inister and Comwnler=in~Chief to discuss the
war situation encrally. I¥ery pressure vwes brought te.
besr om we o employ my force in ihe sane meammer ot the

- @reek Alr Porece, in clase sunport of thi land foveces, 1
- aprreciated, howvever, thrt the bent help I could zive to
the Cresk cpmice was to concenirate my amell bombor
force on the chemy'e disend rkation norts im Albamia and
the inportani contres in hiz linee of compunicaticn,

I ergued that zuch 2 plan would do Orr more to dslay

his afvyance than if I attneked hilz forwerd eleomenic.

If, however, the situation deteriornted considerably,
end a break through ceccurred, T would of cource devole
the whole of my force to the lunedicte tosk of siomming
the encay's advingse, I finally cbtailned agreszment oft
 this policy and attseks weve divected Jorthwlth on the

- eney s back wreas, These stincks w-ve mainialned o
mazimet Intensity with the few day dbadber zlireralt ot wny
digposal and the detachments of Wellingion aiveralt sent
over {'vom seyrt to operste during th: periede of noeonllght.
By the end of Foverber, the Itelisn adv nee hod tern stemed
“and the Greek forces vhe had by then completed their
eoncentratlion were sble to take the off:insive, "the

- @reck Cenersl otaf? were most aporecistive of the rompl
and voluehle help ve had veen oble o provide for Lhelr
gellant soldiers who, viih Terccious intenaiily, hed dis-
pated cvary ool of the 0eeel soll smd tier exwre sed the
view th t 15 a8 lergely Gue 0 our coslistances thet ide
gitustion had now hecome sabisiscoded,

Selectlon of serodrames.

Dy tme of the medn difficultics T experieneed in
esieblishing oy foree end one which was a consbant

hendicap throvghout the vhole camyeign, wes lhe exiréue
searelty of uerodromes sulicble rYor ihe employasnt of
moderan siveralt. There vore no 811 weather a’roirumes

and on the mslnland of Oreece there are few areas in vhieh
sercdromes of uhy Sine ean be asde, In the Saloniks ares,
the eoumiry is flof snd e nudher of &vy eathsy serodromes
slrcady exisis. Tor politlcal ressons, hovwever, ([ was not sven
alloved 0 reccnnolire these grounds, lei alone use ihcm.

Tn he Loriase plain, there vere nany sites possible but by
Roveimber, ihe reins had already coumenceld and, although I

did stutlon o righter sgus@ron in ithzt avrca on iis - »rlval,
4% vas soon Jlocded oul and sircralt wers grounded for &
period of iten dsys defore ihey could be moved, hore are

few othur sites in Crocece sycept mn oecasional Flot streteh

- on the const znd s cerboin nuader of level arere in the
valleys, but the henvy »aisfall and ihe previlencoe of low
elouds and mizt make the latder ouiite uwaswiisble Torv ;
operational yurpomes durlng the winlier acnihs, at any rabte |
- for mpden banbers., I was forced, thorelores, o C cmcantmﬁﬁ '
ay bouber reree on the two aercipenes in the vieinliy ol .
Athcns nd station my fighter sguadrons on iatever grounds |
1 gould £ind nerr the fromi line, vherce they had to gperate
wnder econditicns of the greatest dsecomfori spd dil Fieuldty..

‘
torm L
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1o, The main disadvantage of t¢ aerodrumes Rrenyr thens
wvas that they were a long way from the front and it meant
long hours oi flyin; to 2nd from the torgets, “hey were,
hovever, beiter drained aemé vere only out of uction for a few
days =fter heavy rain, Purthermore, beln: near the sea,
they were not @0 liable to et comgletely covered in by low
clouds, Criticien hne bsen made thrt ihic initisl force
wvhich was sent t0o (Greece was inadequate and nsny mnore
squadrons should have baen osrevided. I should like te
peint oug, ho.ever, that even if these squadron: had

been available, which they vere not at the time, the lack

of suitable serodrcme accommpdation would, in my orinion,
hove prevented us frem snccepting them., uring my £irst
week in CGreece, I made a tour of all possible sites and

on ny return precsed the rrime Ninister to undertece immed-
istely the eunstruction of ali weather runways ol Araxos and
Agrinion. I pointed out to him the operalional disedvantegss
of the existing situetion end that, unless sulilsble runvays
were provided near the front, the support that we could give
to the (reck nation durling tﬁe winter months would be severely
limited. He agreed rfully with .y recumscndatlons and

arpranged for the conciruction of runvays to procced immodlately.

After coneulting with the heed of the department cuncerned,

he informed me that the rFunways would be coupleted by the

end of Joaruary, 1041, /NOTE: Unafortunately, oving to weather
¢ -nditions and shortage of materisl, this Yorecast —roved
over optimistic and neither of these wae vendy for use wien

1 left the couniry st the end of April),

Arpival of lthe Foreg:

11. Umite o the foree contimued to arrive throughout
the months of Kovesber and Decamber and by the end of the

- year the concentration was complete and the whole caimend
funeticning smoothly. when the ecmposition of the force was
bein; ecunsidered in the HMiddle isst, it was decided that all
the ancillery services auch as hospiial, vorks, rationing,
ctee, should de provided by the .may, with arnropriate Avmy
officers on my Heedguartere sta’f to deal with them, This
arrengcenent was articulsrly successiul, - Altnough, even in
our respective services, few of us had asvrved togcther before,
officers of thls combined staif soon seitled dowa and vorked
with the greatest enthuslacom and co=-operation. This hap;.y

atmosphere vhich existed at the top had, I conaslder, a beneficisl

offeet on the relationschip betwecm the operational units esnd
the actual services themselves who at all times provided our
requircmeonts in pite of countless divficultics occensionsed by
veather and terrain. similerly, the linison that exisled
between the British forces imn Greece end the Crcels was at
a1l times close and cordisl. “yory evening I atiended a
conference with the Commander-in~Chief and the areek Jenerel
staff to dlscuns the day's land and air operaticms and to
plan the programe of wovk for my force ané ior the Greek
air force for the following dsy. These nightly mcetings
which were atltended frsguently by H.id. the “ing snd General
Metaxas when maiters of higher policy were Jreely discusced
were earried um throughout the vhole of ny atey lm (rzeee
and were invalusble from = co~oparsetion noint of vicw,

{(continucd)
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Erogress of Uperatioms:

12 ~8 regards the actual operations themselves, ihe
Gr.cks had by now taken the offensive on lsmd and, although
hendicapped by severe weather conditions and shortage of
eguipment, had managed to drive all the Italian foxees off
Greck territory and in some aseetors hed even advaneed into
»1ba.las In the air, our continued dbombing offensive
agrin.t the porta of volona and Hurazzo and the fogal :
points on the eneny's rearward syetem vas having a serious '
efTect on his surply organisstion, In e”dition, during
mocnlight Ler¢oas, our banber effort wae being extended '
to targeis on the mainlend of Tialy by merne of ellington
ailrer«lt deteched irom “gypt for the »urpose rné con-
sidurable dsmasge vas beiny ini'licted on norts on both

8ides of the ..deiatiec, Jimilorly, our fishter ecirepaft
wWere establi:hina 2 definite rtmomvhere of noral if not

of numerical superiority in this theatre,

A

_iY/-r 'b U u[n 19‘;'1'
Operational cirf culties.
15 ihe nev year opemed with a deteriorstion 4in the

veathcr conditions, Heavy ©=1ls of snow and much low
cloud made {lying conditions di:ficuwlt tnd dsngerous,
A Jurdher handieap now appeared in the rorm of severe ieing
conditions wivich were experienced Ly our alrerafi over the
mountainous countiry between thelir buses and the targeta in
. Albania., %o avoid this serious state of nifairs, we were
forced 1o route our homber alreraft by way of the coast,
Over the sew, the flying condiivlone were considerably hetter
but this longer route limiied the operotional rodius of action
ol our aircrpaft und mllitated egninst efiecting ~urprisg.
Furthermore, encmy eirereit opposition was now beeconing -
incrensingly setronger and large nuabers of medern eneny
fighters vere bein: encountered constantly over the torgets,
These reinrorce ents were vndeubiedly being brought over ia
an cilort to reduce the scale of. our attseks cn the eney's
rearward communiestion system, ~hich vere obviocusly causing
him srowing ehoerreessent, hilst it was comforting to
thiniz that our bosber offensive wan vresumdbly havinge the
desired eifeet, this addition to the snenmy's fighiter sirength
incressed conniderqbly our onevr tional Aqi:i ‘jeulties, It
was now necessary to moke full vse o cloud cover zud to
edopt 5 system of iitht@? esecorts for our doy bomber yreids
if heavy esousltice were to be nvoided, Our lock of modern
fighter aircraflt and the diificulties enconntered in
arranging for bombers s0d thele escorts 1o meet, owing to
the distence between owvr bomber and ishtcr aercdromes,
badly counnected hy couwnunicetions, witnh weanther conditions
constently changing, all tended to reduce the operationsl
cifort of my bomber force ond it ueeame lmcrea@lngly obvious
that, until the fine westher came and more serodromes were
made svailebie, there would be little ow -ortunity for any
decisive action on our part,

(contizued)
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14, I vwould here 1ike to pay a itribute to the
magnifticent spirit im vwhich the pilotsc and air crevs
carrisd out their work during an emceedingly difficult
period of operations. Based ce they were in the - thens
area, every rald carried out dy the bomber sguadrons
involved a preliminary flight of at least 200 milecs to
the threatre of operations in vieather conditions whieh
were at times gulte indescribable, “hroughout the
Journey, the pilots and 2ir crews were fully aware thet
they would :meet strong {ighter opnesition over the targets
end would have to engege the enaay before they were zble
to deliver their attucks, “he nunber of luerative
targets in ~lbanle vas stricily limited and the Itclians
had by this time becn oble to0 concentrate a high seale of
anpti aireralt artillery to defend them and it wes celdom
that ouvr aircraft came through unscathed, liaving carried
out their task, the long =-né zrdwous journey home h=d to
be e-mpleted, Directiom Tinding cids existed Drbtthe
very na.ure of the country made itheir resultis uniceliable
and ruch had to be lei't to the skill, Judgreent and deter-
mination of the individaal piloise In spite of ~11 these
firficulties, however, equadrons chesrfully accepied all
the tasks I jave them and maintained e scole of sfford
far beyond that vhich is normally expected@ {rom Service
squadrons working under more favourable conditions., This
seme apirit prevailed im the Tighter squaudrons vhieh were
operating from forwvard aerodromes in copditions of exXtraune
digcomfort. ‘1though outnucbered and armed with sircrail
inferior in perfomasnce to those of the eneay, the pilots
never hesitated to give baitle vihenever the encmy sppeared,

il euent Plan:

15, Farly in the new yemr, I visited Calro in ordep
to diseuss the ruesilon of reinforcementi which was then
undepy revision. Operations in the .estern Desert were
being brought toc & successinl conclusion and it was hoped
that, by the time the venthoer eonditions had improved in
Greeee s0 as to ~1llow oceunation of nore aegrodrames, it
would be po:sible to spare additional s uaedrons from the
Middle Hast Comaand. The reinforcencnt plan envisaged
‘a total force in Treece of fourtcen sguadrcons and 7
intima.ed that I vwould be prepared to start sccepting
the additiomal squadrons by Jemucry 1O%h. It was

hoped that the whole srogramne would ve complete by A ril
10th, In plarning the reinforcencnt prograame, I again
endecvoured to get permi:cion to use the sercdromes in
the Saloniks area, some of which had remained generelly
servicecbls throughout the winter snd could bz occupied
forthwith, The CGewnens, hovever, had coomenced thelr
infiltration into Roumcmia, and the Greei Govermment were
perticularly anxious to avoid giving them any idea that
we had sny hostile intentions in Haccdonis which c.uld
be direeted omnly against Cerman lnteresis.

(continued)
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e Greclk Alr Foprce.

16, 8 I have steced already in this report, ths
Creelk Alr Yorce hud suffered cevere ci ualiics in the
early stages of the gar and by the end of the year, it
was reduced tu a mere token :oree of a few serviceable
operationel aircraiti, “ranives o the nrovision of
modexn {ighter alrcralt had been received Irom the U.d.i.
and the British Covernisent had agreed also 1o supply
airerai't as and when they becsme cvailable, "hilst
adniring the egprit de corps and entiusiasm of the
officers and aimien of the (Oreek air force, 1 considered
that overationally they hwad n lot to lsarn beiore they
coald get full value outl of really modern aireraft.
similarly, froa thne maintenance point of view, a con-
sidepable amount ol re-organization was mnecessary before
they would be able to mainitsim a reasonsble degree oF
serviceability, fg tiese American and British aireraft
would be provided presuinbly al the expense of the R.&.F.
reinforcement or expansion programue, I was dctercined

to do all I could to ensure that full uvse "as made of them,
I bad previously discussed the whole »roblem with i. s the
King of Creece snd the Prime !inister and had nede the
suggestion to them ti»t a British liecsion of ~ualified
R. "o Fe 0ificers nd airmen should be appointed to help
them in the reconsiruction of their flying scrvices they
welcomed the suggestion and in due course a ni-sion ras
provided ond the work oi reorgrnising the Greek alr force
on modern lines was cusaenced, In addition to their
primary role, the Hission undertock nlso to recomnolire
and supervise the work on all the new aerodromes which

it was desired to use inm srring and much valuable work they
did in tnis rospect,

gifer

17. Zarly in Janusry, conferences were held to discuss
the possibility ol sending & British expeditiionary iforce o
Greece but the Greck General otalf, on learning the limited
size of the force that could be wade available at the time,
decided that its sresence would omly ltend to provoke Jeragny
whilst it vas not strong crough to b eble to rnrovide any
very material support.

o British mpeditionary rorce

wtle for slona

18, “he Greek Gen:ral Staif nov reali.ed thot, 1L as

seamed probeble the Gemnans intended to make o move through
the Balkens, they mizhi be fsced in the spring vith a compelgn
on two f£romnis. They thererore comsidered it eesen:ial that
every e{fort should be made to bring the Iislian cmapalgn

10 an end before such an eventualidy arcse, or ad any rate

10 shorten their front in lbania as much ~s posaible o as

10 have troops available to strengihen their {ront im
Maccdonia. They appreciated that an advance to & line norih
of Valona would cevtalnly ecccomplish the letter end might
coneeivably, in view of the low merale o the Itallans at

that time, rel:leve the former., - Consequently, early im
rebruary, the Greek erales in Albsnia steried a Jicrce ofrensive
in ¢he direction o Y:alons. The preliminary attecks vere
succesafl and a ceprtain smount of progress Vs made. Bad
weather, hovever, intervened and, nlthough the Greck azcldicors
fought with their custom ry heroie disrvegnrd of denger, the
Italiens werc able to bring up reinfovrcenents and the ~dvrnee
=a8 held up just north of Tepelene,

(continued)
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- 19. This batile {or VALONA ic imteresting from the air

point oi viev in oz nmueh as a chonge of policy was forced upon
us. illitherto, ny bonbing oifensive hod been directed almost .
entirely upon liimes of communication, ports and acrodromes to

the re ry; and with thce limited means ot my disposel was, I

ihinic, instrurenial in reducin, the flow of reinforcemenis

and sunplies to the Italian anmales in the field, vwhen diseussing
this nev operation both with H i, the Hing and the Comondorweine
Chief, they atreased the vitel importance of ~ sucoess, particw
ularly s@ the morale of the nation h 4 recently beoen badly shaken
by the death of their devoted Frime “inicster, Goneral letaxas,
They vointed out that the Groeek soldiera on the front had
experienced a severe winter snd, slthough full of Cight were

not too well off for mmliions and sunnliés, Conseguently,

it wss essential that they should have the utmost encourngencat

© end support thet could be nrovided. This could best de given

by wy bomber force being used in cloee sunport of the Cvselk
attrck, I produced =211 the stock argunenis ageinct this fom
of co=operaiion : nd stressed the fact that by bonbing enemy
cemnunications lerdiny to the battleficld a greater 4 ce of
help would De given to their troops fighting the actual battle.
However, ithey reminded me that the morale of some of the

Greek soldiers had bBeen shaikten severely by eneay dcmbing
attacks aend that the success of the whole operation might
depend on the stimulus arforded by se ing the Itnlians treated
in the came way. I therefore acceded (o thair ve¢uests,

gevrgenisstion of Cgmmand,

e it was obvious that, ir successful clese support vas
t0 be provided, a eertain reorganie-tion eof my forges vas
necesvary. Lt was quite out of the cuestion Lo atitempt to
keep in touch with a fluctuating beiile im Albenia frem a
headousrters in Athens, and if immedinte and constant suppoert
was to be given, my aireraft rust operste nearer the i{ront.
~ccordingly, I iormed a wing headousrters in the area of
opcrations snd moved part of wy bomber force 0 a lending
 ground which wes found te be suificlently dry close to the
front, For tue rirst few deys, uniil rosd cam unication
eculd be eatsblizhed, this lepding ground was srovisioned
by air, I delegated the cormend mnd operation of all the
bomber aireraft engaged in this over-tion snd « Tightep squadron
to :he commmnder of the wing, who was in conatani touch with
the Greck commander conducting the land operations., TFrom a
surely local and spectacular point of view, this form of
co=oucration was an instsnt and complete snecess. The mgrale
of the Greek soldiers vas vaised considersbly and I received
fuimeme oraise snd sprrecistion of the work carpried out by the
pilots, 1 was even approsch:d by one divisionsl commonder who
implered me to order my pilots not to {ly 30 low over the ‘
Italinns for fenr they would be shot dovn. CGar efforis waere
ande much of in cificinl cammuniques and I think ih:t, during
this porticulsr —eriod, the prestige of the R.4.. s Was higher
in the ~inds of the (roek nation than et any other pericd Guring
our stay. 1 felt the vhole time, however, ihal this high
regrrd was besed on felee premises for, alihough ve weire
invigorating our friends, we werc misenploylng our alirgralta:
Leter evenits proved this to be the case, 1. the weathep had
b.on kinder, the Greeits might have succeeded in a.taining thelr -
objective but hesvy ifalls of snow and rain held uy their
progrers and eardy in Yarch, the ltslians vho had been able
to aonemble reiniorcementis, stoaged & heevy counter atiack which,
n1though held by the Gresk forees, destroyed il hopes of
ccapturing ValonA.

{continued)
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. Actually, even if we had euployed our bember
force solely on woris of A@lsembarkation in Albenia, I doubdd
very much whether we could have interfered to any great
extent with the flow of Italian reinforcements. our
available bomber force was small, the weather was bad

and it was elear that, alfter their recent defeat in
Cyrenaiea, the Jializns vere determined to aveid enothe
reverse vhich might hove had disastrous pesults on the
nation as a :hole. Tpeed Trom the necessity of supporting
their I rth africon front, they had the irgops available
and undep the conditions prevailing et the time it would
hove been di.fieult to prevent their arpival in albenia,

Arrival of Hurricane Alrgraft,

21, During the latter part of this peried, an event

of concidersble importrmce concerning our fighier strengih
cocurred, “he Tirst 8ix Hurricane sirerail appeared imn
GP.CRe Up till mow, the pilots in our iwo iighter
squadrons had been doing grend vwerk with ihelr Gladistors

' but with the gradusl sopearance of raster smd belLier types

oi Italian sirerpait, ihey were finding themselves at a
disadvaniage ond their re-equipment with o more modern

type was nost welccme. “he first appearonce of these

well mmovn iighier aircrait over isthens was grected with

the greatest enthusissm by tho locsl popul-tion and 1t was
not long before they justified fully their reputation of
being first claess Lighting airerait. on their lfirat

sortie over the lines on February 00th,, they shot doum

Tour eneny aircraft and on =Gth, I'ebrasry, in coopany

with & fommation of Gladiators, Gestroyed 27 encmy eirerait |
without ¢ single loss to themselves. vhis {ight , which -
was the dbiggest ever ifought in the sir ia ilbanie, was
staged over the Greek limes in full view of Doth armies.

~11 the eme.yy airceraft destroyed were cuniirmed Irom the
zround and caused ithe greatest jubilation,

AFRIL, 1941,
Decision to send e British exveditbmary fQrees
22 The openibgz of this finasl phase of the campeign

in Gre.ce was noioble Jor th decision token &t lomg last

to send a Britlsh cxpeditionery force te ihe country. The
Germans had by nov completed their subjugation of Roumania
and vere repeating their customary pemetration tactics

this Sime inho Bulgariz. he usual sworfes of the arpival
of tourists and reports of prep:rations being cavried out
on serodromes cnd lines of camrunicaiion hed been coming

in for scme time ond it was all too eleer th ¢t it was only
e matter of time borore the Cerman araies would be ensconced
on the Creck northern ivontier, “he atiitude of the Yugo-
5lave, on whem the defence of the northern cpeclk terrlliory
éepended so smch, was atriectly non~-comaital and unsatisfac-
tory., She Grecks, realising fully the seriousness of the
situation, were in no deubtis that, 1f they allowed British
fighting troops to enter thelr coumniry, war with Germony
was ultimetely unavoidaeble. To thelr lasting credit,
however, they nreferred to accept such a cituction rather
then have to submit when the time came L0 a tane capitulation
in Tace of overwhelming fores. M conseguencs of this
decision, a British force vwas ropidly escembled in 2. ypt
and the Tirst troops sturied to nvrive im Greece on the Tthe
of larche -

(continued)
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23 I do not nropose to glve o duscri ticn of the
dispositions or rmetivities of thic foree, vhich presumadbly
are imclwicd in detail in the G. ... 'e report, =Xcept in

so {ar as they aifect the a2ir operations in my cossacnd,

The general role »f this foree wns to supnort the Greek
armies against a Gernan threat fram the north and much dis-
cucsion took place =s to where this help could best be
given. It wos evertitually declded theot, owing to the shoritege
of time aveilable before it was considered that Cemumy's
preparations would he completed and (o he doubtiful attitude
of Yugoel lavia, it would be unvize io move up o the Jrccie=
Bulgarian fronticr, rreangenente vere therelore made for

a defensive linc to be prepared and occupled in sultable
country wezt of Salonika, covering the L ARIGEA plsin,

Prepupstions for the aprival of the B, k.7,

24, +8 time wes 211 important now, everything had to
be svbordinsted to get this defensive position prepesred and
the force ngrembled., Engineeving works on aerodromes whieh
were not of irmediate importence had & he siopned so that
campe could be consgiructed, ronds repaired, snéd sill the
presarations necersary to receive the force could be nade,
2imilnarly, in view of the necesasity to avoid congesiion &b
the d.cks, we vere “orecd to use sll our availlable iransporid
to rove the incoming wunitions, stores, etec. On the arprival
of €. 7., the amy scrvices whiech had hithertc boen andep
my cormens, together vith the anrroprisie ammy stelf cfficers,
vera {rancierred to ‘ruy control. These camiiiments and roe
arrengements meont e certain anount of disorgsnisaticn ih my
corrand, “he weather, however, was nov irproving and the
landing grounds in the slains and vrlleye Arying upe.
Therelore, no very _reat delays in our arran;encnis occurred,

Reorganige®i-n of R.1.T.

25, “he arrival of the 3ritish expeditionavy foree and
the esteblihment of o new iront me:nt a further reorganisation
of my forece and : readjustment of my slender res urces, ~lthough
very fev reinforcanents had srrived as yet and .y pilots and
elr crevws wore beginnin:; to feel the strain of heavy and cole-
tinmous operntioms throughout the winter onths, an additional
burden was now thrust upon us, I £till h:d to :rovide aliry
support for the Op oks ~ho were being leroclously attacked in
1bania by the Itnlian., spurred on by the wresence of MULSCLINI
himself, I<had to provide air escorts Tor incosing cenvoys,
aleo some form of rip defemce 7or the ports of disembarkation
of Bri:ich troops vhich were becoming alemmingly congested,

I had to deliver ocensional attacks on the DODIC/FE3N I8LANIK
to reduce the meale of en=ay aiiacks on convoys which vere
Yecaoning amberrassingly Trecuent snd 7inelly, I hed to rllocate
a portion of my force to su port the rosition in precess of
oceuralion by British troops,. I attach es ‘“p»pendiz “A" o

this report z nmenorendum which T issued on léth. HMarch,
pointin-. out the very »arlous conditi-m we were in ~t thet

time and descriding how I oropos-d Lo attaapt an almost
inpornsible task, ‘part from the Tact thet all my a2qusdrons
vere much belov stren th in sevviceadble alrcraft, due to

the hewvy casualties ve had suifered asnd tho anavoeidablo inebe
11ity to k¢ p us supplied with replacesnents, the ressquipping
of wy righter soundrone with Hurricenes v.s not proceeding as
rapidly as T had hoped., TFupthermore, the arpival of reinfore-
in: squadrons was not keeping npace vith the progrerme decilded
vpon snd those thet did arrive were much below eatablishnend
in aircraft cnd ecuipment. In opite of these dilficulties and
disa.wocintments, however, T still hoped thot time woeuld be on
our side and that, vhen the OCermzn attuck developed; we would
be in a reas.nsble sdate of preparedness to meet it,

(continued) -
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26, on the 28th, of larch, a refreshing interlude to
our troubles on land was arforded by the naval engagement
off Cape VAT I H, 11 our bombing scuadrons took part

end. 1 rgely by ftheir efforts in dslaying the Italiar neval
force, the Yediterranean fleet was able to bring the encmy
to Batile and inflict on them a swmashing deieat.

The ileet ALP /Ton.

2y At this juncture it 1s : proprizte to menilon the
good work cerried cut by the fleet . ir /‘ma uperating froa
wvegtern Crcece, 8Six Swordfich alrcreelt of the leet AP
Arm creived in Crecce on lith, Harch and procceded to
poosIYIHIA from where they operated against V. LOKs and
DURL LG harbours. Th:ir task was beset dy various
difficulties, The high ¢ .untry surprounding V. LON: made
a night a proach awltward and hazerdous vhilc 1{ was
olmeet imnossible 10 get into the bay undetecied. 4t
DR 0, the wnter was shnllow and the approaches were
thereby limited, Pilois renorted ithe _resence of night
fighters over V LOR/, However, in s ite of .all this,
several shins vere sunk and nany nore hit end dennged
during the neriod the Fleet Alp ' vors - ith us,

Ceranony declares ‘‘or on YageaSlavia »nd roeccc.

28. In the mcantime, ovents were noving rapicly in the
Balkems. “hile the wegent o Yugo=-Hlovian wns signing away
the freedum of his country, a coup d'olet wog staged and we
had a new ally. T, pze Cerian Torces hnd crossed the DARUBRR
an? were moving into BULGARIA., 7ine was elesrly running
short,. In spiie of every e:fort , ve werc caly able to
arrence one so crlled "starff conference” with the Yugosilavs
which did li:tle beyond »roviding an oppor-tunity for mutuel
criticisn a5 to our state of unprepare’ness for war, belore
the Germ: ns declared ~ar against both Greece and Yugo=3lavia
on ;ril 8th., and coamenced invading beth ccuntries,

s GERMGL DNV SIGW.

29. I vropose to deal with the alr caasalgn ogalnst the

Cerman eoir force in s.mevhat greater deteil then the operations

hitherto carricd out in Albanin, T de this becaune I believe
there cre valusble leasons to be learnt which, owing to the
great digprity betveen the British and Cerman alr forees in
this campaigrm, zre shown up in high relief., In adcition, our
air force gave support $0 2 British army wilch may, perhaps,
eonsider that the major cause which frreed it to withdraew
from 1ts positions and eventually evecuate Greece allogether,
1ay in the ls=ck of this very air survort. T was fully

awere that :heo air forces % vy dleposal could not give the
sunport which the smy desired nnd which ve wowld like o
heve glven. Althouch I stressed the fact, the full.
ccnsequences were uperhaps not clearly recognhiced by the army.
1 f:8l, however, thet if variocus aspects of our air
inferiority are discuesed, a nore cumpleie comprehcnsion

of the imsues +hich are at stake may be geined, and thet we
mey thereby pave the way to a Letter mulunal underctanding |
betvesn the Gervices, a stere of affeirs which is easemtial
for the efficient conduct of modern ar,

(continued)
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304 At the time when Gemany comenced the invasion,

ity force was orgenised as £ollovws:

A Uestern ViNE ... consisti of one bomber end onhe fighter '
squadron (Gladi- tor) supporting the
Greeks in slbonia,.

~n Bagtern ing... consisting of iwo bomber and one Hurriceaene
righter squrdrons supporting the Anglow
Creek forces fescing the German advance,
The sguadrons of this wing occupied
landing grounds on the Larissa plein vhich,
although still soft after the vinter rains,
wvas now drying rapidly.

v In the Athens area, I had one bomber squadron and one fighter

, sauadron in process of re~aming vith HBarricancs, Ezpressed
1in terms of aiveraft my total servicesble strength in the
ecuntiry was some eighty aireraft, to which were opposed,
according to all reporis, ayproximately 800 German alveraft
on the Lastern {ront (Bulgaria and Roumznia) apd 160 Italism
'liaimraft bosed in ilbenia plus 150 based in Italy but operating
?vevlétggnia and Greece, mainly from advanced lemding grounds
R A DA%

3le The first problam with which I as faeced in forming
the Basterm i'ing was thot of disposing the air forees I could
make esvallaoble, Hy inteaticn was to provide each squadron
with a baese serodrame and at least one and if possible two
satellite landing grounds.

The location of the fighter squadron was influsnce
by its role. This wes threcfold: :

(a) to proteet the base area, vhich included the army
L. of Ca, the port of Volos and our acrodromes im
the LARISSA plain,
2133 to provide righter escort to our bombers, and
¢) to deal with enemy fighter aireraft im the baitle
870
LARI .84 sepcdrome vas the most suliable from the geographieal
and communications poeint of view and was one of the fevw ae o=
drcues which was serviceable for all but a comparatively
short pericd during the winter, Accordingly, the fighter
squadron was based there with a satellite on a phece of
suitable ground 7 miles to the west. At LARICS:A the camp
vas well dispersed at the opponite end of the aerodrame to
the hangarsd, vhich would be likely to attrect bombing
attack. Aircraft pens of candbagas capeble of teking
Kurricanes, though open «t the top, were consiructed in
. disgpersed positions.

324 ;8 regerds the two bomber squadrons, it was my
original intention to statiom them at ALUYRGS, vwhere 1 hoped
they would b: sufficiently far beck to be immune from
escorted bomber vaids and low flyimg fighter attuck.
Unfortunately, the Grsek Air iorce were already im occupation
of this ground end I 4id not consider it sale for readohs

of conzestion o st:tion more than one squadron there. The
other squadron hed t0 be sited temporarily at LARIEGA,
sending the discovery of a more suitable ground, .his was X
found evenitually at FIANATA, which in spite of a neardy marsh
and conseguent malarial infection and in spite of the poor
strategical position it occcupied in the event of the

(continmed) -
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withdraval of an aymy to the Olympus lins, was the only
other which poseessed a satisfactory surfece and was
sultable for night flying in the vhole arsa north of
ATTICA.

Thus the Blenheim sguadrons wore located at ALMYROS
and FIAATA. -t each gerodrume every endeaveour was msade
to gain the maxinum ﬂisgemioa of aireraft and encempments.
Breept at LanIgui, the limits of the squadron cammps lay at
least a kilometre from the sercdrome. Alreraft were wldely
disperaed off the aserodrome at ALNYL O, but at NIAHMATA this
was hindered By a t¢ ond drainage diteh vhich proteeted
the aercdreme from the marsh and lake beyond,

G3e Tthe one ammy co~operation sguadron vhich areived as
the Germen attack developed I statiocned at EAZAKLAR, vhere
it was cultebly cited for meeting the army needs.
Unfertunately, however, this sgu-dron rarely had more than
ore Hurricane serviceable at a iime anpd, since the remasinder

of its airoraft were Lysanders, which 1t vas quite impossidle

to uce in the face of enemy aip oppositiocn, the sguadron @id
very little useful work,

34, It should be realised that the German invesion of

Gresee eterted at » time vhen very fev landing grounds were

fit for use on account of rain, They wvere just begimning

to dry and had the attaek been delayed for even a week, we
would at least have had several more satellite landing grounds
at our disposal, .8 it was, the change in the weather {avoured
the Germans.

56, Considerations influenecing the location of the Hastern
wing Hesdguarters were:

(a, ability of the wing commander to meke cuick personal
contaet with force coameander,

(b) relicbility of comrunications.

{¢) ease of access t0o operationsl squ-drons under wing
ecntrol,

(d) reescnable propinguity to aerodrcme.

The overriding consideraticn in locating wving Headw
quarters supporting the amrmy on this front was that it should
be close cnongh to Porce H.'. to cllew the wing commander end
the force ecomender to be within easy personanl touch, It
was considerad mnfesirable, however, to leocate the H,... beside
Foree H,{,s , since the conblned eneampment would be of excessive
proportions, a@ifficult to conceal from the aiy, marked by
dceply worn tracks, consested with vehicles amd unvieldy to

MOVE,

The fully establiched wimng headqucrrters failed to arvive
in Greece by the outbreak of the camnpaign end, therefore, aifter
consultation with the force comuonder, I decided to loeate the
skeleton wing headquartere veside Fovee H.:., at ELLASOH, The
ving commander lived in the force commender’s mess end so the
closest lialson was fonned,

(continued)
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3G At the end of March, the /mny signhals detachment attached
to wing headquarters wes asked to link up all the aerodremes
which were eventually use@ with direet linea to wing hesdquarters
at ILLABON, Owing, sppevently, to a luck of wire, this was no%
posaible and alternstive but inefficient chemnels were provided.
Throughout the operations, land line emmmumnications were ‘
extremely poor, Although the wing had e direet line to LARISSA
25 miles of it conzisted of field telephone wire and the utmost
dirfficuldy was cxperienced in using this line at all. The Foree
lime or the Fullerphene t0 the main excaange was used vhenever
possible,. Comnmication to ALMY?0S was not possible frem
ELLAGOH, It was therefore decided to establish 8 system of
releying opeoretion orders in code by telephone from the wing
ocommander at ELLAGON to LARISSA, vhere they were further {rons=
mitéed as approprizte either direct to ihe {ighter squadron ab
LARIGSA or by telephone to the bomber cquadrons at NIAMATA op
ALKYROS,  For this purpose, an officer was permancntly st nding
by at L:RIsg: to relay operation orders.

Communicatlon from LARIS:A to WIAM.TA only twelve miles
avey was reliable, but to ALMYR0: it was moct unsatisfoctory,
largely due to the fact that the ..ir Defence Ceatre used the
ALMYR0S lipe for reporting enemy aircraflt. -8 the compalgn
proceeded, so the demands both of the ving amd of the Air Uefence
Centre ouvgmented until finally it took ac much a8 five to sixz
hours to pess & prioriiy telophone msssage from LARIS3A to
ALKYROS, vYias it was decided to use the squadron ot HIAMATA
for any fleceting targets whieh precented themeelves, vhile the
squedron at ALHYROS carrief out direet support operaticns, the
nead Lor which ¢ uld be foreseen some hours previously.

37. The Greek observer system consisting of poste with sub
posts padiasting from each ¢nd linked to ~ir defence centrea by
telecphone operated with a certain degree of success and verious
interceptions of Italisa airerart hed been made over the
LARI“SA srea.

A fighter operations room was established at LakRIsSa
ané vas run by the squadron stationed there, Depending on
alternative duties, alrcraft were astending dy throughout the
houra of daylight, It wen, however, inevitable to lecave the
L. of Cy and base ares uwnprotected when the {ighters were
required for escort duty or srotective dutisa over the forward
troops,

The aystem vorked well, =lthouch there vas little enemy
Wir aetivity dwring the first few deys of the campalgn, Uhen,
howvever, the withdraval of our troops begen, the peraonnel
manning the posts of the observer systan had to withdraw and
con:zequenily the agystem broke dorn,

88, The wing coomendey visitef the foree commrnder in hie
offiee each morning as & routine and delly discu:ssions were
held in the force comunender's mess both with him and his B.G. 5.
the foree commander was fuily informed of the aiy situsation
end made no cxcessive demands wpon our resourees., Jithous
exception, the utmest vwas done (o meet the requirements of the
army. snd every reguest for recomalissance made by the foree
cormanfer or the B.G.4%. was followed by a faithiful endeavour
to carry out that task,. At the outset, hovever, veather vas
a serious hindrance and in :gite of the meost freguent snd
determined sttempts, many failures had to Ve reporied,

{continued)
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~ The choice of targets for the bombers, the ways and
neans of providing Cighter patrols over our forward troops,
the question of leaving the base area unprotected whilst
fighters escorted bumbers or patrolled over the lins, ground
atraffing of l.7., reconnaissance, snd every othcr aspect of
the ~ip situation were discnssed, and complete agroement was
expreased with the direetion »nd operations of the sguadrons
supporting the army, [Deither ths force cowmander nopr the
B.G.l., pemnitied thems 1lves to indicate more than & gencral
plan in viow of the rapidly ch-nginc situation and they
alvays sxpressed thelr :greement in the suggested methods
of mecting any particular c¢ircumstances,

In additicen to the persolal lisison Detweck the foree
and wing caumnnders, an f.Le0. kept in constant touch with
the ¢ staff, watehing and reporting svery devolopment in the
situation. It i difficuls to knov how sir forces could be
operated in closer cow~operation with ihe military forces than
was in fact the case during the opening days of the Balkan
campaign. !hotever shoritecmings there may have been in the
suyport given by the sir forees, they eertalnly cannot be
attributed to lack of co-operation or to lack of the nost
faithlful endeavours of cur pilots, ~t every eveilable
oprortunity, aciveraft of this wing were deing their ulmosd
to carry out the multifariocus tasks vhich were recuired of
them,

39, On the morning of the 6the Aoril, the Gerasn forees
vere en the march, The dulk of the enemy moved west fram
the STRUMA valley, filtering by all avellable roads into
ecch velley and porge, inundating every plain with their
swiftliy moving forees, The first air reports indicated
that aen attack was being made uvon 1T, BELES amd@ the RUPEL
PASS. uimultanecusly, our reconnaissance aireraft reported
movement of HM.T, on the rosd west from PETRICH,

It was certain that this movement would be coverad
by righter patrols and the fighters were sent off %o carey
out a eweep over the road and over the Grecks on T. BELES
and in the WWoul PA2S. Twelve Hurricanes met twenty He.109's
and oup fighters shot Gown Tive without loss o themselves.
This disposed of any anxiety or over cautiousness which the
squadren cormender of the fighters hed felt about the change
over from Italisms to Germans, ‘hereas, st the outesel, the
squadron comzander expressed the view thati his aircrait
could not operate in £ mmations of les: than twelve, he
nov agreed that formations of six would be able to cacort
Blenhcims formetions scross the line. This meamt that the
base area only hed to be lert completely umprotected vhen
the Hurricanes vent off in strength to palrol over our
forward tro0D0e In the circumstances, the ving cammander
considered 1t a reascnable division of lighter strongth.

ltennvhile, reconnaisssnces of the STRULL valley were
being ea-ried cut. Durins the ecourss of ithat night 80Fis,
CUREL DIWEIAY:,, SIHITLI end FITRICH were bombed by Vellingten
and Blenhein airersft Hoth from ATHENS and from the LARISSA
plain. fThese raids were mort successful and pilois on thelr
return reported good recults. The wenther was bad on the
following dny amé no reconntiscance was possible; but it was
:nticipated that considerable concentrations of enemy T,
would be found =t STRMITTSA, Lete in the aftermoon, in
apite of severe veather, some of ouwr sircraft goti tﬁr@u@h
and bombed the ~feh target presented by the heavy congesticn
of Cormaon lieTe confined to the rosd in this avee by marshes
and vatercourses and the surrouwmding mountainous counirye.
The cscort of Hurricanes destroyed & Dovnler, A lurge
proportion of the German forces movin: west ageinst the

{continued)
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Yugo—-i:lcv armies had to pass through STRIIYCA a8 well

as all the forces pdvencing on UALONIXA and those about to
deploy themselvee defore our nositions on the HP. CLYIIPUS

region. Consequently, as neny heavy atbacke as possible

were made agelnet torgets in thies area,

On the following day, the bed weather coniinued
but in s;ite of it, we were sbie te et same of our
reconualssance wchines throeugh, ané again in the eveniang
ve ge?ged eneny li,"a in considerable concentration ncar
5T"{ Tﬁ o 'f:*v.fx‘

- Sipce the army co-operation sguadron was short of
aircrai’'t and since 1t vas considored cxpedient ¢ avoiad
sending uaescoried Blenhelms on long rocomnaissances, the
fighter squadron was asked to help out with reconncissance.
Thie squadron was thereafter frecuently asited to .rovide

- reece alrereft, snd although the pilots hizd had no

reconnaissance treining, they carried out the most valuadle
work throughout thig jeriod of grect stress.

The wing commander had reccived an apseal to give
bombing suiort to the CGreeks tho vere cut oii’ in the
U4LOHY "A ares, ©n ceonsulting thc force cumander as
to the reletive danger tc the amny of the vsrious ;oints
which the German edvonce was threatening, the wing
cormander decided, in view of the liaited onsorvunities
for eir operaticne offered by the wesiher and in view of
his limited eoir rescurces, not .o dissipate any eifort
on a front which was alreedy lost in spite of the gallant
action still beiny fought in the UL area by the Greeks,:
Neverthelese, ithe powerful bombing attaeks against
STRUNITS. were Dound to have a direct effect uvon lhe

"siturtion in the rrea or IILKIS and UALONINA, since

Cemman colwims passing through S7WLITHA and south to
LAy NOIRAN were altcmpting to encircle the 7 B LLS
POSITION,

On the {ollowing day, the weather was aguin very
bad. rom the 1nform tion available, hovever, ii was now
clear that very considerable (erman forces were passing
through STR1ITIA, same advancing south by LA DOIRAN
were already in or sround GALOTTXA, whilet the greatesr
part continued west and north west and were threatening
the MOICTIR 44T,

The situation was beginning to uniold, contact
was expected shortly on the OLY YU line but anxiety
ves a1t on account of the imc fectiveness of the ugo=-Slav
resistance and the lack o information as to the
siturtion in the novth, “very effort was made by our
aipr foree to alleviate the presoure on the Yugo-ulev amay
in order to give them time to withdraw in front of the
highly mobile Cemman forces, and to take up sirong positioms
in the mountains ‘nAd gorges.

2th, =~ 15th, Aoril, 1=t

40, Communications beiwsen Joree li. . and t.ing He e B0
Athens were now becoming exiremely poor and I was virtually
cut of toueh not crly with the wing commander but with the
G.0,0., with vhom it wes esacnticl for rae to be in constant
comnunication, fccordingly, I sent en o:ificer of ir rank
20 take over operations im the fervard arcas. he alr officep
took over at o time when, in view of the intention of the
aermy to withdraw to the OLYNPIS line, plans were being Gravn
up %0 withdraw the ground party of the squadron oi Blenheims
at HIAXM.TA end to use it only as an sdvanced landing ground,

(continued)
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Daring Lhe next few ﬂswﬁo until the cgplete
evacueiism of the L I., Eopleln on the 1.the, NETT lee
T emfma ond cgzzzmm Do ¢ the readd boturem ¢ mm
apd HIVLS sad in ma ETHTAIOE sree vere bomdoed Se0ense
fully B our aﬁmw“"&. Our ary hod hod 11:8de 2dme ¢o
umr,:zzm séroly conitisme im this asrer, vhich iboy had

oped woeld be nrotusted for some time ‘Eagr the ponlatoenee
caf Tl Yugonz,&a%. A heavy buoden wa . Lherefere throul
U am our slp forces vihieh now %':wmmzly had 0 coxe up Lor
the t ot by the mvmp in of itho Tugoe: law forces. HO
stsae ves 1QLL mw 232 to Aoley the eno iy and $0 ohicld o g
mroung ferges., nrhi%f', QUFr By 88 ens,,t ol m fighting
8 Pearsined cetion An the arees sround / ux E :mﬁ KEXEHO A
Be mocRer wos the withdrewal €0 »h@ L2 Adme
eu3dens vheR, of oocount of ke ihread e aw lmt {iexdn,
1% Doerm® ROCe: :..; yor the crmy v noke - "&3*35 wlﬁwwm ‘0l
: <& Lime, Conseguently, mil Yo e o UNALE
sA%nus pladn hod ¢o Be vl thdea. 0 ol onee vith he
udont ﬁ;'a-*@ﬁ t‘l@ng; m&ﬁ@ vidal were alrendy congostetl, Ab
he some tlne, the Halei'e emmﬁmﬁ L0 thirow =3l 1ts powep
into foleying tootich.

Cn Lithe . ppil, thic wonther fmoreved omd Jermed aip
activity mmlﬁe}&, whe Copnans hod brought theie ﬁ”’ig@;wm
fominrd to the - ILYP and B 4TI8 avesn, vhere chelr edgism: oro
had oropaest Uho nooenasyy leniing otslon, Thoe Oonsen dp
fovee wae mainly dlrected in clese ocup.opt e iholr amyy and
umvy @.zm m& a.mam wore neds é%{’”i 10t oue $ReonSe

e Tarrleanos, inye our besbers in n%mc tim SRR e e
on the Pﬁkﬁﬁ&! nere - %Al end disorgenisine hic limes of
eso*«?z andeation, szw Qumfs ORy eneny air 'v”%.

»..‘,

=

&3, fa the fpPlly the mein @Ifort of tho Cormwn aly foree
sas Alvasted oge lnm our air Povee, vhlch hrd boen delaying
their odiltary opoventlons and hed {sken $021 of thelr sirernit,
Lagrpe Wm @f short ronge Lichters made thelr Aprespefieg
avor the Lo8Iuis #dnln and prommd atracfel W70 e ¥R opite
uﬁ’ ep wem;,r aim&’-‘f’”f‘. af the Bleaheim Bt Avon Mcnmc& there
@;»mw&& ﬂ“’*ﬁm, o the éwm%m@m of he Spooll ¢Roerver
‘. Jm,ﬁm, gar Dlchtoe. wOre 1 o hopeioae ﬁif%ﬁc‘ﬁ'ﬁ'm%.ﬁ, Ge Than,
on ORC Quooslon, M. :Lf ﬁ e mwamé over iodr so~edrome ab
Lol vithow ery worning, thr.e I -ricones vere & sekiog
«hilet telldme ol onA tue vere &h@e GvRe The 1hird chet domn
One e, 31U nla@u By vhem our firhiers wor- oble to gob
eify Lhoy p&faytzé% havoo ’3} th the ensay, thoe pdtus iCdon wag
amvﬁung wntensble. I wes prosent ot the LATILO, aoredpome

obilsd mf:a atéroll wae in progress mpd 1 ordoved the sgusdrons o

el Ehdran $o the “thems aros Losrilyithe

G Joorshilo, the ¢lds peRosuivre of Bhw GeWR L08068
&c‘iw&wm$ Gasdi 2,1:7 throurh the asntaln _eoocs north vosnt and
weatl ol SRS can doveldnifie Thele Intenticn wen 10 fores
ecniact wiih the helpless Manfm igreoes nenpy il in northern
lbﬂz;ia exl to targniten the z*i oht $lenk of the O raex arrades
cdhefle fram Gho Loy : E\A BPC8e LSRG OGP citsy i hed

s. e,g;’:; 0o veldegily n.gg,-;lms, e Inidems %Mﬁvmm tho winter
Bondhs, vere erdly AN 6 Heoitiar Lo vl thotend the extre
DrEASEre 0f the JePIn {orPocO. Sdihrnend fron Albenis ia
the R0I764 eren hod hoon consldercd expe@iont hy Britich
carmanders belepe the Corman ine sl.@ Dogans fovever, the
Grocks A& not lele 2 ggl fomﬂg strategie viow of mﬁi&m
to e130v eweh o iihdpmecl to bo e rhod out vithoat serlouely
affcoting the morale of the avgle his wes ospeclally the
ecee when the Sorpitory vhileh they would have Lo give upn haf
Peam ~repéed Irom Lhio e’im"zmm Itadion 1mvaderil, igs egﬂm,
up_sheir scculsition of thoir oom €ree 131 and to aoe 3%

£o31 onec more NGO tho hvnds of the I¢ L liano Een o ihe

{coniinuea)
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Orees Qightinmg o idlicer in he lime an intolorcble 1¢oa.
hen in faeci, the wi tmrﬂaai mm oventualiy lorced ungn
them, 1t ves too late for the o w&a&;, ~glient uw-on cude
anpd brlicchecart transpord v.o consnet m 0~Corly rotrent,
Horale nnd orgemis-Siol cellepsed, Tho Owvell amy
earender ot !am}il&. 3@;&‘%&1{;&%& Lo he Tewmivnie
o the sl funtion i (hig arca deterdovated, it bucang
23&*& sincly uhviom thad 18 vas ReCeusnry Lo withidpow the
leini’s GAKOEN %, am&ba% of e Blonhelim and one
Gl&é&mw m*wﬁr‘ This wes succcesiully corrded oud
in onite ef &me‘szm»«e} shden srese no he recult of
nmb@ 8 0f Yugo=Udav =mipgrait apd ersonnel orpiving ab
CARLIVTHIS eorofvame ebf recuirdng fuel end fosd 2ight
mo w thio Laod oments

= e, prile  H0de ST

-@3. L4 thidn Jumeturo, I decided to a"*aMah the Bostern
iﬂa, anad tm@ W@P ouBtred of all o.erations Iran » thond.

1 3608 B Neini'e GITICUr Qb Toree H, o 0 ned a0 1liaisgn
Mﬁ.maa %Sae mmy ez.zms% in the £1014 omd myuelfs Later,
ﬁlﬁlﬁﬁ roree homded over the Qircetion of (he uwlthdreawal €9

neae Corpt, thie afi’ﬁm =an attaohed thore. Tho ewngy
ee yunitor ﬂ"ﬂlmf‘ ‘mi‘;y reegnkaicoaiee oid figher mrotectien
shseh ve 432 edd %ﬁ?&ﬁ ¢s »rovidn,

0 hm,gﬁvsam; %.2‘ witldvanl, the anny co=Cperstion
peundren m wiad ol ¢ ’z‘:zi; rEeUnnAl nGninC me;; coulds 4ftop
they hod cvrowc e BoliiilAB, mortd of L0140, thoy oporetad
thedr fov cirepnst  vos Finkt, whiek Yy thie time wus
a@rTiloanDic, }'getz b i.zaeaﬂ eg;zmm:ﬁﬁ fvanm "E4Eag Jund
bahing the 4 1 Y ﬁeﬂe thwsre t" & B""J@R Medistor
£0u AR chseh ﬁ,s'maﬁ& gtralled apd 40 em:ﬁ:ﬁ ns goch 88
the Seniems were ‘M.@ 153 Li.@cat@ thede Jighters on the rx@m—
dragaes on the L. in pladn,  Thoe away coegpereilion sousdonk
Fu: riCEROs Wore R0t on the norodrgme nb tae biue of the
ground pirelfing ond o lusiily escapody m‘, © gonsidored
it visor $0 LRIing then bask €O the ALhohe areg.

In view faﬁ’ $he oonplate mmenricel mac}viurﬁ.w snjoysd
by the emeng, ¥ &eoidod &0 apsmw g, Plerhelin cous’ roRd
by night as sach os muxmea in @ forid o Celay »8 far a8
iny OB our power, Ehs enemy’ e advan:ce,  Pul arter tho
docicien 8o evacuate had bech tm:m, tae wwm woleht of
the Cemanh sir fgree weo (usniod on usw ok asan and
thore wan elfcrncdive bat 10 save thod i :;» arans ond
materind renmineds “hisce equadroms forrded U m m‘mmﬁw
ef o gerpormoel of thelip @%&m‘m o Crote ond cerried
ol their insimpedtions with dlseipiine end omwagc im zhie
fnee of grend ;mr’il.

o
IS
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4bo Am fopr s the Qirestion of busbing i cunger@ied
the opepetions cooimet the Germens follmwed Lour e%wiy
defined phnees:

The firat phaee, lacting for about two (’r»mag
2ac the digelerure of he chony picn orlor o 4-*ﬂ1mm§g
cecnsect with our LrQUDRSe «mr:zm ghic ‘nnfm Behing
vas diresicd st oreviouedy arranged tergeis in the STRUY
volley, including o ""3‘:«’(“%’ SIUTIET, GOA0A DRVHIAYS zmﬁ S0 e

{oontinged)
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at the anp wi1Y) at opaa ohow the importonse

| A ~ww tlen S0 gur comtimmedly hep

PR cT cn PP & Y

uswz.mg the scoond phago, in wvhich the Aircetiom
T the Cernan advense wad reougnised end in vhich every
poasﬁ.w.e elf'ert wae ande 0 allovinte provenre the wa
egninet ¢he Vego-slev ur mlem m the woest «nd the O aizz
srafes in the Aenika ared, bombing woo ‘iz‘mtc:d agewm%
cdprly columns ond o ﬁmmamtﬂrmm G enaay YeoTe ab the
botileneelk arcuRd SHIETE TS, where the e a:m Foreos

} Aivided into LU0 COlWHNO.

The tBird ghasc, iR vhich 2 gurious Lhwrent ﬁr:&meﬁ
agelinot the zmmm aFaten m e reglon of the POIGTIa
gan, was doveted $o thic baabing of Boilillenscla, ml‘:@y
Juncitlicno, statisms, bridges Gorilen onf conoeRLPs tdone of
emw ;i..’.-...‘. en m\wﬁs ieading &aﬁm% the WLLGTIR CAPy Toom
Lol o VEBID, (RILEY $0 BET(LT.

“he feup.h &ﬁmm oo the eﬁﬁ.ﬂm @ of i} ouy alip
eiferd in hinfloring and Joloyisny: ihe n@vuw,lnf’ Geracns S0
a3low our awiy -0 canduct & cuceesaiul withdrawal. Add
ouPr resourees vore throod into the ook of alleviating
the prossure on cur forees iR order fo ndlow tham the aexisun
ampEnt of ¢ime Yo withdirsw ant (9 propore now psciiians.

Targets were chevem ot pointe e%wm 1¢ oan cudruloted
thet the e.fost of dindacation would be meet wideanread
comongnt ode mmp DR aolwmms and yet ew@e snongl €0
the rore of ihe Sermen fighting tmeg.a to hove the mexlmun
npediate ffoot non the m@z,,maa@ :a theldy odTvuBnd.

1% is impessivle &0 ealeqletse the dogres of mameeoa

chileh hila pelley etdrind, but ¢ ~-;* sR prisonops vho Tedl
into our hando Cold "fcua«u:t talos of she heevy Rombime shleh
Lhoy hed oulfered fvan the N.. .0 throughowt thelr olvonse.
£R the &'ﬁ{’i&" f"/lam,, WE" Ledlinetens cerentod fmei’z. eRO0s

et ViLis emd bruie tho ”@x-:‘.w mmw he 7Ll “Re i slsmee

o @lslocnbicm
in the Qcrasm Lin ai‘ Ga .a& tals vgmt. It :ng u.@ hivge Wnoen
vhich mhe, sovhops crontest, of vhe nnin Cemioh dodves
denended,

ihe &@ﬂtiﬂmml bm&ﬂ.ﬂg of .%. hich procented somo of
the bend tnrpets =hich cur Dlasuholn Jimm aceustoned to
su-h torgets no cmmmea vohicdos in he dosert, hod ovep
Enpown, crnged wueh conuvwelol @aonass e BLRCI e

Giy ke Qighiers vups withdporn o the | Chons ared,
aines m sersdross necrth of thig wes Ipoe Dran crevpd
stoadlinge The ¢annisnt 'Lm;: cu\ g:s.v L gt -u.,@* REPCAVIEAD

mode 1t ineviiablc hat, if oar Tighiere wvore pineed on

B coerodvene fras whilch thoy emu?ﬁ ZAVQ ﬂmw@%ﬁm &0
our {roont, thoy vere i Somineni m@eﬂ of um%ﬂagﬁiem
Yy growd oipan fﬁsxs a8 cond oR %.4 vure on the grounds
IL, on She other hond, Ghoy were a@ﬁ bayoend the :?e:
of mmﬂ atrelling, 5&»@3 BOPC wmm,@ to protees um’ ua’a@;@s
ang %&1@ taehtly pacled colummd ¢f .0 withdrewing cleny
the 1 The utmont oiferis were mude to give the
aesed tPeopfe
M1 cur meehines wore worRing to mom sl ea@w%@.
Yeny of cur pilete vore worliny ot m: sonpey challeng
maum a&ﬁa and at t4men mvmwg anesy *immf% ffma@@ﬁ
growmd otralfing cur trocps olter they hnd wead vy chelp
mmmmaﬁ.

on 19th., sprild, approsmin tedy 100 dive badhoers ond
fightera obls 1eked the - thong areag By vhole Iopsg @i fighlars
of riftcen f rlocmes Snteres m them, By m,s_.gr doup o ¢otald
af 20 enomy edrovort gondimeg ond B ‘.s.ﬁﬁ&? imaed Tor @ l0So
o. five limrricance, <mall g8 oup 1os v woerg, thay vere
erionidng to our gmeld £0700.

{oonsinmand)
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~ven alter Roving buon ehot dowm, our Dighter
pileis worldd immediniely tullo the aly in sirernlt whieh hed
beon riddled with bullete and by all nommal etandards
wore otally unaerviceable. “he ccurnge of these meh
never iailed por lochzed 1ike inlling, soeh doy theip
feliows dled, onch dny they otepped inte sthelir Battercd
alreralt, not 20Ul a cSunsntlicR o. femr Bul guite
anfldrmeyged, noch mom wae acverd of his gpeat reswomaibility
im the free of gre-t edds.

abion of [Ap Zemgcs,

< Ge Un 38nak. . prlly T oomd ths renmilnihy Lurpicanso

Lo ARQC..  Jrom hove, §intonded thes they ochould cover the
eveeuntion of the DBritlvh Amy, Dut the Cermen 1P attoel
begame 80 concentrated, thet efter o nuabor of Sarrieonos
hab besp € giroyed m no grouwmd on april H4the, the remainder
vere ordered (o leave fep ORETRe In ONETE, Hlonbelm JighteR
patrolds woere crgopised ¢o cover the shins evacusdisg the
trogpe froa the booches, “hese esoorts wore moimtained
throughout the evacestion without reapite, ant 7 consifep

2% was Gue Lrogoly o thelir eiforis thot guch a lnrge
»ropovtion of the toirl British ferecs im Oroceg wore
cvacuctet, :

&7 foreforenee L0 the eveewrtiol would mot he coenpleto
without & tridute being pald ¢o the Dlying dontu, both of
08 Tle 0ie GNQ TN Bulai el “hene honts earm@& cud
sogndiicont vork ferrying portices of 2870wk and s0ldlers
Both frem the winlond to CRETH and Croin CUETE to 0¥V,

A puaber of their riighte wore earpied suf in e nfiticmo
of the uimost denger and through- 4 the pllote snd v
¢loployed the vussut /mllontry shd fevotion 0 Aulye

iram whe poinmt of vicw of intercnt, the rocowd mmudbor of
poragnnel oo prled in oke aoimgle (undsrland on e wip woae
Cighiy={'gur, '

£ e

<Ba The lessvno opd ecrelucions to b drewB £rom e campalgh

- of this deacrdptian ave sy, sad In opondir YD %o Whids

reparty I have idcludsd ¢those whioh I consider swe of tho
chilef imam&. in bringing out the vorises podnte thet caue
8o .y aind, T 0ind 40 28.00eull to @vold criticising verlous
aggeeds of servics crgmnieatich end doctvinos, I vweanld 1ike
o peint out, huwever, bt thece eriffolsms are twdo in
entisely cometructive conoe rmd in (he hope thet prosit moy
be goinod by cur eZperiene,

ABq “hiere we ove An pocgensich o toinlly ibndecundte aly
forcaa, there w41l mlveys B roquests 7Tpom cvery dirgatiod
gor wne alr cupport vhich in 142l cireunatences wo voudd
ecxfortably e odble o provifs, @t which imdecd %o would be
only tos pleased to give, In 5%@@@, v hind the wdndoagn
ané in orfler to rrediicr omy rosults of odl, 1t wae o-combial
that 01l svroilloble ferce on divected in accordsmos with a
earelfGlly concoived plome A8 Sur dordine fovcen wera
inndeguats 30 deal declsive ond instantonoows Biove om the
Zay, then ouy »2licy had e o Lo zustnin cur cweil oiforis
Jer w0 loms oc possible al peints vhere o recultent dicloent-
ion eoueed the onrmy ke utmoet eaborraatmnond. his we
were sble to do im ibhomdae Sor the Trellow nir strotesy woo
sutranely weall and the numericnl odfe were only sane {our
op Uive {u ome egrimst ws.  Vhen, hovever, wo hod (o foee
the fuil Jorce of the Sommen onnlanghlt in addlition, the cdde
bgonae (o0 great In spdie of the superd sollentsy of oup
2430t wnd ¢reus.

(continw @)
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G0 In opdto of (he stretegle and tootical dlaz8vanicaged
uRdor vhich vur alr forces labou in ‘drecce, in cpite of

the great envay euperiority 40 pubers, ond ia splite of

tho weather confiticts shich thwere cen Be Bo duvot voro the
woxrat i vhich British ofr forecs hvwe hnd 0 onorate throughou
the vorld, 2 canoideprble of. ¢nsive 20000t weas dovolopede
Dardn:; e ~Ibaniasn end Jestmed owapnighe iR (reseo, oup
Vvighters Gesiroeyed 008 cnay oirosaid eonfirmed. ond a fuprthop
110 upconiimmedl, Cwr bDombers oporstifng Ly dsy and night
dropped B8O toms of boxds on the enoye. Shere vas A
tnligeriainnte or cren LaEPiRc, Gochh LaD was c;amm.lg%

aimed in order 4o obimin the moniman cifent Lo onmurg
the efforis required v ovorecno the dl-edventagen vhich
hosot our oip crosn vore nod in vain.

830 The popiiriprticd of our lemd Joress in the roals
camelgR vas Gizfnted e@tirely by politicnl) conviderntions
and we vwere sl (Wlly aware of cur wenknensas beth in the
air ond o the ground I heve hear e-rtoin eritlcime
vede thot, wmder thoeo condltiono, we should nover have send
e lgnd foree to Creece, I aitended sdl the ceniorances held
in “reecce to dloeurn thio mgider rod 7 would ilko te oey
without any hecitation and in the light ef subcectoni evonin
Wt iy apinlon the decisidn nnde wes 2 £ighs cpo opd in
neeardeded - iuh the boet troditicns of oup reeg, There wae
adcays the chonoe thet, in the Clrnt ploce, CGommny would
reepeet $the neutradlly of Yugo- drvia and that her cdvonioing
ariies mizght be deloyed susilolently iong 20 onnble our {@rees
tc B strongthened (né sur position nrds sesurs, (n the other
hand, if Yugoeilowie ihwew in hep 10t with we, wvhich cventunlly
she did, it was recoonnble {0 & ppoBe thnut her 60ldlcya,
PORO for their Qighting cualdien, woull srove & Sough
nat fov the Qermoflc 0 creel: end they would bo sble Lo nrotect
our leit {lamk, IR any co80, we would be eontolning looge
encny loRd forees end eir Jorces ft o Sime wheh OSrltadn
nocded o breailing opece (0 poricet her defennive arrangernentss.
Furthermuere, the esvistance shileh ve verg cofisidering
o8 0 be glver (o o notich which hud pegriiiced hor o331 48
gur erse oRd weo hersell swito prepared (0 fsge cupiote
exlinatlun rother Sherm cnnpitnlinic, ik oowopend want 44 wouldd
heawe bBegn Qificuld o rorues her thic holp ond owr eanduet
vould hnve most reprahioneible in ihe eyes of WP cCoURLEIROD
and ¢hone of laportont neutrolds hed ve faolled © donts

5 Pinally, T would like Co axprees on behelf of cach
individuel ander iy eunrmfy, ny sincgre gpprecinticn of w
senssoun ho-pitality smd friendohip vhich were waloilingly
shown €9 uwg by Ofoclls in every walll of 3lie, ‘¢ will nevew
Yorget the brave ond coardecus gririt of tuonse weonde WSO
kindneons eng syanathy towerds were ne great vien ve finnldly
hed 10 lcave Grecee to the occupn-don of e Jovarhe, @8 CIheRn
we argiv-Q in Hevonbsp 1lost in e Javer ond cnmie.y of the
oponiBz deyn of thoe vor sgeingt Ttaly., It gee with o {o ldmg
0: desp regret but of [ rolound adnirstich and ~{fcetien Sow
this hargie people thnt we leilt the shores of Oracod.

(continued)
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5 upeer aaphrete eower, L *’ﬂw Eorwnr@ald ic

e nmess of odfieess ool im&m w&mﬂ wondd sardioy m*w
1ike o Bring Lo powr potloe Dee d m&w ene2dlant vorls ond
@MM o &*zw durdmy WRis campoigBs 1 bave nuthly
b prales Do wdl the officess opd rook vwhas §obed ©
&W t0 sormRT fs@h@% sondust s o 23l liace excanlewy
s %ﬁ'&zﬁg eren Aurimy nediuode a0 Lhe W?‘ﬁ%% OSRORE, TYRe
fivsed 4o work %ﬁm that eosd sad coln oilfleichey whieh

o beve Boeung ssovstased 0 expast Crom the tRRberE Of
the corTiad.
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A endix; Order of Baitle, ¥ itish Alir Foree and Reiniorcament

U0 YaTMS.
POLy " i ok AR B Ol AH GoliaiGie
1. The ovinmary role of the loysl olp oree in (rcere has

nitherto been :he furtherence of e ‘reeik compoirn agalnst
Italy. The 1lavinent threa. of Gewmn m imves. sn Jram the
north and the probabliity of opere:don: developing in acedonia
impose on the ., .V, the ~dditional tealk o divecet intervention
oR o new Jront, besides orenim: v lhwe ponzidliliy of otraiegilce
banbin, of cneny inieresis on oouiih o0t Burone, To meet
‘hese new developmentis, & readju ..cnt 0i our avail-ble air
corees ond o recomsideration o our general alpr poliey is
RECCHEBITY e

Ze in e-nclderirg, oo A4 pocdtion o the B ilish Adr Force
unite, ccouni st be Laken ol the Greck Air rorce and the
extent to vhich 1¢ can auscist, In (he eurly days of the war,
the oreek i+ Juree, vhoush @mcll, ~as - ul.e su occcaiul, Owing,
rhovever, tou copunliies nd o serdous leock of apreos Jor the many
vicdded iypes os cirverart hold, their effort hae gradually
dininsshed: :wmd =1 the presont time it is of neglilgible
proporiions. Iv da the irnloiion L0 ve=egul; and bulld up
the Greak 1 oree with up-.u-date Beltich v» ..aerlcan
aireraft oc rnd vien the, becamc aveilable, dul for some time

to ccme thin Joree mustd Pe e neidered p of 11.tle operalional

value,

Se case: venuly, the oyal iy .orce in (rceee must, in
a’2ition %o providing oir su jort 107 the ~nglo Greek for-ces
sperating on the Hacecdoni n iront, ccntinue ¢ provide the
major ir su -—ort for the campaign in ~lbania, IR cther worda,
fight on twe “ronis, '

CGe “he a.loek of ctrategle targets cuch as the oumanian
0ilfdeclds and iuportant broes in (emarn occupied te-ritory, on
the {irlinn m inl nd ~nd the Dodecanese Izirnde must, under
exagting circumstancea, be carrded oul by heavy bombers
operaiing nt night,. It ¢ the in ention that heevy bomber o
squacrons will eventuclly be station @ in Cvr ece for this
purpose, but for the time being, owing to aceqnncdation

-difficuliies, dotachments for thi: pur;ose nre node during

mooddd hi perdods Crom scuadrons based in Kgypt. In addition
tu their primery role of distance bombing, (hese detr-hmenis
could, of evurse, bc diveried to attack suitable tarvgets in
direet furtherance oif the vl .1’ - -~ ~irn chould this
negessity arise dueln thel:- Lol oL detachment in Oreeee,

Se “he scundrons :ectunlly otetivncd ia Groeece are froed,
thereiore, lsvgely from dis ant siretegical commitmenis ~nd
may bHe considered availi:ble for direct ;riici ..ion in
Anglo Greek ilitary operntions. The the:ec m in tegks hat
they must be prépared tc underiske Hrere

(2) 4Adr su vort in co-cperation with the Crcek fekey, fOP
the Creek comroign in ~lbenic,.

(b) Defence of vreesce {rom eneuy ir attack,

(e) Alr susport for ithe ,nglo-Creel operstions in
HMacedonic,

(continued)
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e Deteils of the voysl Adp Force units nou in Creese and
those expected to arrive in the nesr futurse are given in
Appendinx TAY, seanpige@ they smount to thoe following:

Nov o A284t1-nal by 16/4,

Madiwa Bombor Blenheim I, o B
B OUAdrons,. Blenheim IV, 2. 1,
Figh.er- (:ladintora. 11
3 uaArcns, HArPleanes, 1.

' Blenhelims,. 1.
Scradrons, Hurricencs, Hil. 1.
0OCi ie Uhit. wgml&@fsq Iﬂil. 10

The sirer - {% asituaticn ia the !ididle sest 1< such that
replocement of wasiage ia thos¢ squadrons now in Cruece and the
equiyment of thone equadroeno ezpentad by curll 18th,, is in doubt
and in comoecnence the cerviceabili! Lty of xmi»a is likely to be
low if any inicnsive operations are necensAry.

ALLUC 71 W T & SLICES 10 TA8KS,

7o reek oooonisdn ip Albania,

e minimum loyee that can e ressonably allotted to the
Alb-nism Tront 1e ~me squadron of bombers snd one squadron of
fipghtors. “hi: force will perudt & certudn rmount ei reesrnpiscance
bembing ~n’ & fov o.fensive fighter patrols, wspnisted by o slowly
inere: sing Creck air effort, these should bo surficient o conduct

8 rurely defensive caapalgn,

8, 3% | e in v ;t%; A i1 1372
The full deifenee of tae ¢ wnipy Irom a detoriined nir attaeck
is ﬁuive imposaible with the fighter strength likely t¢ be at our

disposel emnd it is necessary to detemnime Top whioh ~oints it is
vital to srovide alr ;rotectiom. In order of riority of import-
ance, these will ;robebly be:

ag ort of Pirasus nnd the /thens bdzse orea.
b, fort of "zlos ond ihc evbeldl ry base arsa.
e Larizsa base c1red

a Maln Le of €y (0 Haccdonl n nd 1o -nian fronis,

29 Pravesa,

by Yannina,
He 0o give any useful degrec ol proteeidom T . irocus and the
Atiens area, nt lesst one couadr n uf moedern igh.ers is nece:sary.
This squadron 111 be stationed -t Bleusia, olos and Larissa

can Be covercd but only indifferently by onc squadron of modern
fighters vhieh wvould boc best situated 2% Laricos, "o fighters

can bBe alle-ted sn eci?ieally te the Jdefenee of linca of co:aunicsiion
to the iacedonisn front, This comaliment mast be coversd by the
fighters ot harlocas Spevera is o probolem that can only be deelt
vvith, as it has b e to date, Ly cceesionnl long distance fighter

» itrols eoperating irem Athena, in the hope that an o~easional sue-
cesaful interceptlion wiil at lenst have a dete-rent effeet,

(continued),
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g duity will be undertaken by the Blenhoim fighier squadron
stationed =t #leusis op p0ossidly -t .raxos., The protection
0of Yannina and tho forwvari L, of O, to the slbanlan front must
Ye earricd out fruan Yannino aerodrame by the fighter squadron
su:sporiting the  lbanion c=apaisgn.

10. emﬂi + SRRy y

The peguircmenes of tho military forees operating in the
Hasedonian arer sre ilikeiy to be those normrl 1o an aly foree
operating in direct su qort of an army cnd esnint ofs

(a)

e,

i1 )Bambing of commmicaticns ~nd vival arcub.
(L44)righier encort fop (1) ard (1.

(1) Bombing ol tactical targeis,
(13.; Urfonsive and de: - neive lighter patrols,

Aftep deduching from the forces ~vallable in Groeege
vhe forces required for the Greek esmpaign in Albsnla and the
air defence of the couniry, {hewre are left only tws Lombor
squadrons for the rncedonion oporations and no fighter sgquodrons.
1%t is hoped that this Lforce will be ineremased in the near future
by one further baomber oquadren 4 by the 1lste of 2p7ril Ly one
Lighter squndyon,

i1, The nrosent ~ircralt supply poeition iz sueh, however,
that ne retlence cun be =1 ced on L.ls. Until sueh time o@
more fighiers beecme avallsble, iighter suvport requir & on the
acedonion fwont musi be limited, therefore, to thet which the
fighter savadron allocated to Larissa cem give, In view of the
conmitaents in the defence of the "nlos-Larizea aroa and the

Le of Ty thir a6t be extrenely small.

18, The allgtment of =~ir forces to the thrce malm tasks is,
thereiore, os follows.

{a) ~ip suopori on co=cperation with the Greek «iy Foree
for the Crocok canpaign in nlbanias '
| pLLEPY By _April lot.

Bowbers XYY Y YY) ' 1 8q, 1 8Qa

Fightora seasscerse 1 s8q. 1 3@“'

{d) alr eupprort for the ,Aglo~Croek opcrations in ilacedoniat
Niji e By,  opil lst.

Bunbers ceecesesnd © ade © B
Ei@m&ﬁ X XEXEYEX Y Hil @ i 8Ge ?
ATRY GO = OPs ssesncncee Bil. 1l aqe ¢

@ Fightors at Lavissa can glve supports

{¢) Dofence of Grcese from endy alr a tacls:

Pighters:
. HRrrleoRcs esavesnvee 1 ~1lt,3lsusis, 1 sq.Laricea,
G1adiatort eeessscens 1l “lt4Elcusic + :
DlenhiclNe eceevencne 1 oq. Zigusils,

+ The re-equimoent of I 8ne £xol Gladiator to Herrieane
now half completed has beent held up indelinitely. 1€
has one Clight Hurricasnes, one £light Cladiators,

(continued).
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156 ‘the location of the whole force i governcd o much
by the availebility of aerodromes as by operationnl reguirencnts,
The iack of aerodrome agiliides end the great nced for éicpersion
require: th' £ the maximum number of scuadrons on LY ole AGTFCAYOmMe
18 1imited to iwo, In the herissa arsa, at the present time,
there ~re only tvo ~erodromes capnble of {alking tvo ssuadrons
o elither Blenhi~ iz or hurrlcanes. Thege are Larigaa and AlmyroS.
svan theae, prebticularly Larissa, recuire canslicornbly work if
neavy 'mersdrome | ¢orueltien nre to be svoldsd, The full sifestis
ol the recent evrthicuake at Laripsa crvrc noi yet spparent but
firgt reconneinganee shows acericusn dansge to Kagoklsr» nd Trikale
RQrodrones, 1% wag toped to use these an wanticr luproves. It
is  robable, hovever, UViu:d i the flat coun.ry in the Lardasa
slain on aud.:inazlm lieGeg will Do found withioud va:zt 4i ficulty,
whew:, vt not wniil, the dyry weather seta ‘1. “here cre mnall
aemﬁmmaa in the forvard arver 2t loz‘in.. ~nd foeeni nnd to the
cant of Larissa, Hea mnghl-los v111 be available leier when wozk
now in hend i: ~camplaied.

14, “he ixitial iayoul o -nils carnot, howover, ' ailc this
into comaldemui.ms and mite wast be loco.ad o aercdromes
nov ueable. “hese ave Larlusa, -layros end po.oalbly fasani (but
thic s subjest to rveox nai%smoe‘ which can :ﬂv t:2@ one
SqUARRON., Kegani, 1 waabis, i3 prod-bly th aogd convenient
for the My co-operaiion cQuadron, dor ndiniatrative s well
ag operstionad ronsons, the sgeond Mmrricnne squndron should go
to Larissa, alayros bo.ng regerved Tov Horbh:rs,

The Lovizsa ~rsa should theroiore Bo chle to ¢ omiodate:s

A% Larinss eeses two Hurpricane squsadrons.
LY ABOYROB  seaes twvo Blenhsim aguodrons.
At poesibly [UCATI., .0NS aray co=operaiviun Squadeen,

These vniis will haeve (o pericwid £21 ~ir ouonport duties
on :he Macedonian front.

OF_AUD 0N T,

15, In view of the widely seprrated nature of the whole

commend, the peor conmnicutionma that exist in the country, it

hag b@en dscided to organize the Toree into iwo subordinate commands,
1.6, 2 ‘entorn inr containing these unite nerving the Alb nian
i“m% and an Zastern “ing those units sorving the "acedonisn iront,
In addition, there will be certain units ~tetionesd in the Aliens
arca for purposus guch ¢ leeal fighiop defence end atmt@gic.ﬂ
buabing vhieh, Lor c'ﬁrvanience, will ho retainsd under the direct

o maand of 1,1 .70, «Fe iD v 6,

16, Tthe two ing Comanfors n ‘he forrard arvean wwill be
under the conscnd@ of the ~ip Cfficer "ommandine for all purroses
and the 'wnits nlaerd um.ar thelp oo virmd 100 Lhe eanloyed in

support of the mililary foreun on .heir res eetive fronis, It ie
essential th .t these ' ing Comaopders work in the elosest ecsible
coliaboration with .he military commanders lor, in addition to
controlling the uniie in their respective vwings, theyr will act as
advisers to ine militapry comnanders on all cuestiuns of eir supsort
deh thiey will . reovide t,o té‘xa nitmost of thelir abilidiy. :

CRD OUTEoENS e

17, It is um*erstooﬁ WUt two full JL.Us sections and

additional ..alel.'s ur bomber aouad.mna Yorm part ol the wmilltary
force cnd it is suggested t.. ¢t the Dest value would be obtained .
by both the nmilitary com:iander and R, ".F. 1€ the follcowing allecatien
of these poctions and aificers is rdopted:

(contimacdi)
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17, ’“ a) Amay Coscperction Hquatron eee ONE fUll AslaCe aeetion.

(p) Bestern ing H.'e eee ONC DULLl  JLelie Bectiom,
hiec section hie the duties of;
(i) Mainienenc: of close lirdcon betwoen the
forvard “mmy HC apd the forward RAF V/ing.

(34) Comtrol of all A.haO. Seotions and olflcers
with the fo7cQ. :

{0) No, 213 (B) uquadron coe OME OV pOpBIBLe (WO AcLeL.8
a.achns? to thie egurdpon vhich
may be expeeted (o o most of
+he Horber »eeonncicsniee Work,

(4) Weo 11 (B) sgusdron eee (MC " o.Telly 0~ possibly two
att-ohnd $0 this nauadron, which
ey o sxrected to earyy out most
of the Aircet suo, 07t BorbingGe

i8, In a°dition to the .L.U.8 renticned in para 17 above,

it is hoped that a G.II will Be yrovided for ap olntment o the
FeDeCo 18 DAL to nol as Lialson Oificer betwcam ‘'dr and ATy
Headouastero.

19, Guing to the omell nwdbgre Of e els OGUoAR AL the.t can be
mede ovallable, the leck of suitablce rereframes in thic country and
the fact th-t ve 1111 have to fighi on wwo fronis, it will be spparent
that the sir sup ors vLich can be provided at any rate for scme time
to come will be for below thit coneldered nocessary for the elficient
conduct of ware It will be essential, therefore, thal every elford
ip made $0 ccnreyrve our resources 8 miwch a8 pescible and th-t aip
foprees aye not ooployed on tmouiteblo or unreminerntive tasks, It
i~ pet propoeed to ley dovm any hard -9d fast limdcotions Go the
partioulsr tasks sgucdreme -re to porfomm. Disoretion on this must
be 1eft to ing Camannders on he opoty whe will beee thelr plons

on @l itary -eeuire :cnis ond the circwmstencos cbtaining at the time.
AR & cencpral gulde, however, cup exroriemee ic date indleates the
following roles:

(a) Strat:giccl recornaliosence ... Blenheim IV'e operating esingly
: by dey ~t caxirum height,

(b) Close recoinalssance ven felle Aireraft (Turricone).

(¢) strategical vdmbing ess @11iR; non alrernrt onfd Blenheim
’ nireraft operating at night.

(4) Closce bunbing ess Blenheim airernft by day escoried

by ishtep sircrailt.

(¢) iightor poliey ene OLfomaive patrols, cocoris,
defoncs of vital arens.

nEQe JoH, DYALBIAC,

A4y dee~ilurshol,
Ay Offiecr Cononding,
R p AP i e rectts

Headaunpters,
Royal Alr Foree,
Greegs,

Margh, 1841,
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b J.emm af the Greoclt enm
ecems to be tkmt,z@ wiﬁham my and the Fovy, the Ciret
eszentiel of cerial verfore is aecurs.t;y of gur Hasede A
sltueticn mat be croesied vhershy, depernéing upon the
proporticas of the enemy alr foree, 1t is meeoama&eaz
for him to atienpt to attack our aipy bases Wy the most
Geclsive nothels, These ticthods are @marﬁe& dive babing
attaciks and grouvnd stralfing actdaciks by chord rapge fighters
during doylight.

2o There are tvo vaye 0 accaplishing aacuwityz firatly,
by oifenalive alr setlom ogainet the chemy s ené
secondly, by tho fomaaticn of sn ndecunats a‘;a%em of Qefence
covering sur 6w Gffenaive action sgeinst enasy aovo-
dromes, unlecss we are in overvhelndn: etrength, st always
be regerded as o diversion and can only be coneidercd os
yarely "epportuniiy” coploygent of cur sircruft. ur zein
engih must invoriably Be direoted agaimret more lucrative
Ve munt, thevrefose, arprangze for an ndequate
am@em of air defence covering our bases by day, vhencver
and a8 long as the enary can reach that apea. This
coomitnent omed e me? and provided Lo Lefore it is
poecible to sepd a single airerslt to patvol over gur
forvard (roeps er to eseert our boEbers. .

S, 6@noe we have a Lfighter orgonisatiocn with its sbeerver
pysten und other povarherasliz viiieh cen maintain cifegtive
defence gver ¢ur ouh terrliosy, we can then look to
eﬂtabnmzng zame Gegree of aly superierity over the enomy
torritory. 3 no timo must this e Aene at the exponse
of that £ixed orgenisation socuring our air booed
Juppert will be given {0 the Army after that fundenendel
operatich of ware The leeations of the Lizhter squadrono
dhich will attempt to estadlich loeal and temporanyy aip
supericrity ovor the cneny tem'ieow enjoy the protoetion
provi@ed by these scusndrons in nyurely ares defence
duties, sscuring our beoed. m::m such conditions, the
1oek of sbility te Gisperse cur oircract ot thelr begos or
tc satellite l-nding grounds beeanes of lengoeyr imporiomso
in direct ratio to U e efficlency of ocur dofenco organication,
Eventually 1t beoeomes possible to lacate car elase euppord
beaber aguafronn vithin theose alp defences, in a position
which brings them close to tho fremt line «nd thereby cllown
cloce oupport bamding o be called upcn at ohord noilce.
nleco thic orgpenicatiol oxists, the Louber souadrens must
be plaecd at all times beyond ¢ho rongs of éeciawe ey
attaelty, I1f they rre net so pleeed, and we rre unchle o
guord ocur forverd baven, they are ogm to destruction at,
any time which the cneny ehRooscst, is in feet tructing
to luck, samd in cerder to increase the ehamoes of being
faveured with good {fortuns, the swme of hide and goek iv
ploayed by digpeoronl of alverald on sorgdrome and Lo
satollilten, This divides ouR iese @ei’emea ond thus dees
Bot incroese the amaitim vhich the is going to
meagd, Thereforw, 1% i not¢ o systam of elefeme but moroly
of evasichle TO opamte an air forcey vo munt give 4t a
poslitive systan of &ef@ee. Thereiore, vhon deciding upon
the composition of am air force componeni due rezard zzmm
‘Be given to the cosentinl recuirezent cuvitlinnd above = Lor
gﬁe is on thic thet the eificieney of eur oirizing faree
nends.

(eontirmmed) |
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l. Anothcer clear lesrom of the campaign is that, while
the main defence against the air is in the ailr, light
Aee G@fence is a vitally necessary complement to our
Tighter organisation, The low [lying attack agminst
our acrodromes ls most devasiesting asmd it is the low
£lying aireraft which is most likely to -enefrate ocur air
delfonces syotems

Se The 1light .4..e defence of aerodromes is vital 3o

the meintensnce of general ailr defence snd the imporiance
of thizs task is difficult ito overestimmte end is out of
‘all proportion to the atteniion which it novw recelves.

The prosent sccle of lL.Ae defence is in no vsy deeisive
anéd fallis far shord of our minimum nceds, A much greater
fire density ia reguired and possibly a new type of light
mieltiple ...As weapon will have to be introduced. ‘[his
nust be in large numbews end 50 protected that the covs
cannot quickly be vul oul of action by ¢he airersft to
wvhieh they arse supposed to be a mennce, Very little value
was obtained iram the Bofors and Breda gune protecting the
zerodromes iRk Greece, There were fn most cases wvery few,
80 few that their elffect was negligible and not infrequent
the erews were foreed to take to their trenches at the height
of an ot taﬁk,

Se At the present time, the sray ave responsible for
defence of merodromes from eneny air atiack, “he
arrangenents that they are cble and willing to uvrovide

are 8c iasdequate that I fecel that the time has now
arrived Zor a drastic change oi pclicy. The task of
defending ecercdromes ic not a popular ohe with the Amay
and is upt to be regurded as a diversion from their main
military role. tiith the widespread threat of emeny alr
attaek, many calle are made on the amay for air defencs

and it io scmevhat natural ihat the needs of their own
serviee should recelve priority. I suggest in oréer o
overeame this di.liculty, that the 2o0yal ..ir Foree should
take over the respomsibility iop all light A.i. defence of
aerudrcmes and that a gpecial batoh of sirmen be trained
for this purposg, Further, that suech a branch of the
Serviee would provide a sultable field im which alp

erews {guanners and gbservers) vwho sre needing e rcet £rom
“active operations could be usefully cmploycd in N,CeCs
capacity. The intimete knovliedge of aircraft and air
tactice vhich such a body would =soon obtain by cleose ceontact
with Plying persomnel and permenent employment in this role
would soon result im cfficiency and the fact that the units
wvere part of the R,...F. would enhance their esprif de corps
and weld the orgsnisation both of ground and «ir defemce into
an eifieciently co-ordin ted cyxiem,

- Indeed, t0 carry ny contention a step further, I would
sugggest that the 2oyal Alr Yorce should ac-ept responsibilily
for the close defence of theilr aerodromes against parschute
and airborne landings and that for this laiter tesk a special
type of heavily asrmoured slow moving -ehicle might be
designed, ‘This should be cepable of withstanding the

eifeets of the initial "blivz® vhish usually nrecedes such
operations and should have @ very considerable fire power.

(continued)
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in asplte of the groat aip supericority of the chemy,
our arny ecantinmued $to congest the reads wilth endiecs
columns of li,7. ‘his o iaviting cnony =24y ceticn. The
troops in theipy Lrpdtation Dlomel the air foree for the
handling they received from the Ceraan ilr Forec, in
the cireunntences, however, it «as thelr owd coianders
at vhum thoy chould have levelled their ignorant oviticiaon.
It wvas @self evident that we could rot ¢ffeoctively covep
sueh & withdrewal by deoy, hich geve an idesl opportumity
to the Cemum aly £oPCCs  HVWery endoavenr chowld have
been made, thorefore, to withdraw czelucively by night,
I% ves nod, cnd iR o neeguence the morsele ¢f cur roepsd
was exposed %0 URRGCE3BGTY 8hosk, OUr MSNOCUVIes VeFd
bpoadenst S0 the eheny, and the bewt possible condiiisns
wer® prodused oy the elemaent of the fullest offerd
o1l the Cemen alyr forae. .

1. The {first essonticl tor an ormy (0 operate oi the
ground 4n moefern warfere is to Be cble 0 avold boing
paralyscd by snemy ol cotion, Plre dlecinliine,
cemovflage and properly ug in positions onm exgh
tovards this, but these muat be rogerded ag couplencntory
to cetion in the air, “he lewest comnon denomin-tor
for the provisicd of oless survert o an armay an the
defengn, i€ thet army ic o hove nny yrgepoct of SUCCAOG
ful resistonee, iz an eir orgapication capable of countering
enemy oir action ot any peint o vhieh he choones to bring
it <0 boar, with sulficlent oifest o prevemt poralysis oF
disloention of ocur amay’s ground delfeEnces, ongaged
simltanecunly in recisting on enomy growdd offausive.

Lo rotection of air beses will ir all likeldihcod be
eoincident vith the protection of tho amyy L, of Co and
poceibly their boce nrea and ports. But the fivst
fundomental whieh I have alrendy erphocizod mmet not

e 1028 gight of -« the gir awot {irst oand furenost sgcure
ite own beges. IR Groeed, air foreces wero so insdequate
that ¢thoy 4id not cven permii us €to do thie,

Be The edvoniag aecruing to the air foree holding ailp
ouperiority mount as the squrre of the negadive velue of
the Glsetvaptoge veighing like a millstene round the acell
of the inferdcr foreds vhe indordor force in thrown on
the @efemsive, the fighters used by the already superier
forece fop covering 1te bases can aiford o uncover these
bvages and ean bo used in otidl further rubbing in the
inferiority of the £ooe

The boabord of the guperior loree suppertlng azmngr
ean be brought up to the C{ront, .meilitatipg coxmmicntion
and mqick support, vhile theose of the inferior alr forve
mant withdrown and ere probably cenfimed to aight
operations. Pinelly, the inferior fovee ic eithor driven
so far bachk as t¢ be imerfective or i destrgyed on 4is
gerodrunes.

B
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e It ic cimplp o vas.e of air ere s ohd alroralt to try
t0 copduct en uneovered eir bombing cupoign by day in
reatrictef country nnd elondless pizies ogeinst a big end
+gll orgonised ~ir forec cuch as the UemMal, Boribers
do nod win Ba:iles ageinst medorm iighi rs, heavily erumed
and flown by detemained Hilois. sxeept in most limited
el cumntuncses, 1l bomders must o erate umder cover of
night, cloud o~ fighter ;rotecticn. UJhe .eoLern nerpert
is perhaps an ezeeptlon. By epproaching targets from Ghe
seaq, it ic poscible o siteck the cheny by pur; rige with
eunparatlve cnae, In addition, the distancesc meke it
iapoceible for him to maintaln a atending pairol over the
whole areq =6, on the other hemd, !¢ very eesily coulid do
in & restrieted aven lixte Albanine

2, If it is acceuted that bamb: s cemnot sperate except
uader cover, L.en @ay bomdim;, in cloudless akice with
fighter protoetion ie lixited by the rsange of the £izhters.
In escoprdtinz b.mbers on these miecuions, we Iind thoi e
increase Lhe mribor of men =nd smount of material reguivrer
to Advep eoch homb, It mey be aryued that in certein con-
ditions this i+ not alteseiber uleconcnical, ninee the
Bonbers nrovide a beit feor the epcny fighters vwhan, 1f

we hold alp rumporierity, we are gled to attract into the
gir g0 thot they mry be destroyed by our L{ighterd. seoris
are omly effective 4f ihey com wield the nececsary degree
of cip superiority to allow the bembers to do thelr Job.
The (:ermens have tried verious -ays to aolve the prodblem

of getting their bumba to targets in :nglend by day - the
use of lcavy fighter escorts snd later by (iiting alngle
banhs t0 Tighter airzezaft - but they i iled %o eat:Dlish
the degreg of sir superiority im ihe fres of pritish
defencas such as wns Recessary So make it prolitable for
them to bBomb. The single bomd Lfighter/bomber aireralt

was uscd eleo in Crete in conjunction with gronnd siralfing,
but the bomd loeds are reduc:d 0 cuch amnll . roporiicns
that ¢his tcchnigue ie only suiteble sgeinct tapgets in
appreziintoly the same cate.ory 68 thoce which might well
be groumd straifed, Lventuslly, if this suse is ipeSfective,
and if fighter escorts connot ve made elfgelive, all bombing
et be ea-risd cut solely uwnder cloud cover or by nlght.

ie ocup voliey vight in ea. rying on building the day bBonbers
in sueh quantities? should not our nein ecfort be dirgcted
to-arde the night bomber?

i, 1% ceems that a most importent revoluiien in the eondusd
of wepr e itoiting pleces Vith the inirodueticn of parachute
troops, oir borre lundings snd glider oporations, something
akin to & new dimension hos entered the spherc of militery
operations, The notien of area ur zeme defence s ireguently
referred 0 dut it has little meaning 0 monte I% is
intimetely bound up with the ecomcepticn and state of alir
superiority amd the circumptances ol ony particular zone
fluctuate with it, For ezample, the defence of the 20RO
within encny short rance £ighter influence wmast receive
greeter attention than the gone beyend their voach, sinse ;
ir the emeny finde himpeli chle temporarily 6o esteblish /
air cu:ericrity with hie fighters Lo a given voriasd, he ;
4 oble to cive support to o porcchute l:néing. anl PUOvER$
our interierence hoth fram ths air ond on the ground, ¥he/
easc with thich this gupport cen Be given imoresccs the ole’
the ares io to the enemy's rdvenced lamddng sroundg i
POURAG, "
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deience of the zocpe on the round wusd Be greatest when

and where our 2ir supericority iz least, thus the drain

on the front 1line troeps is grectest at the vorss poseible
time, Beyond the rohge of the eneny fighters, tho only
dapgey ie B londing by doy by unesecorisd bunbers, vhich

eould be dealt wiih by our air {orcs exceepl In extremo
circuastonces of air imderlcrity, or a popachuie landing

o night berbers »ieh would Le Soltally uasvporied

th oughout the day by any wut long ronge {ighters, vwhich

mast alvays reasin infericr in perlormanece to the chort range
fightor, #ith those things in ming, ve con work oudt vhnt
contingonelies would praspt the enuuy to eaploy any of the
shove tecties amd provide accorlingly. Unleco proper
proviclion iz made by the smay, it 1s feiling in She Tirct
opeyation of war = 0 aocure iw bages, Inportond nosts,

or QuEarne, or fastories, or stations night Hrovide ithe types
of objective upon which the sneny wonld Jrep rcermolmiists

by night, beimg srepared to lose them after they huve done
their saohotage work, I? the enay wisheo te cut olf
certain troope or atrategic points nenr the front line to
inf{luence the military slitustion at the polnt ol contucs of
the two ammies, he might tpy to cnloree air superiority for

a shord neriod of a few houre, ust aeneough o drop povachale
ists end to allow them to Gig in and form an inZiltraiion
pocitet to create tho neceeasary diversion snd thereby allow
hic oy (0 enrry cut a succensiul Joliowing up altaek,

To counter these threats, Adepending dircctly wpon the sinte
of the alr protectiocn which we can snlicre, the aray ant
place sulicble garpisons on strategic objectives, adjusting
their strenzih to the sir and toporrephiced eitusiuion,

laying out a fleld of defences so that when the enamy lmnds
he will £ind himself in the b rasgping position wvhers

he is cnveloped by o eplder's wed of alveng points., - Iv

is o schene bosed on infiltrailck methods and ares Golencesd
linited ur with /%, 2/7, telephons, -1ldis loup, Yercey npistol
siznal or any ctheop metiwod epsroprinbe o the elrcunsiznets
It diseaerds sbheoluiely the line oi baitle ol the  agingd. -
type ai war theouy. The extabliakheeent or sueh o aysbed -
muct be earefyily dbalonved (0 avold a dengerouws divialeli™ .
of forcez snd must be conurolled hy -~ large numbery of apga N
opsrations rocus wader area compnders centrolling . trong |
nobile forces st str-tegic noin.o astanding by to move fo |
the demger point er »oints, sub poste ond eporations row]
must be able to take over, the ~hole being conirolled by ;’ )

a higber eentral oporations r~ocme | —
2s I suggest that a elesr concepniion of some suneh iden

in vitad, 1U Lmplies thad, smonget other thinss, the on
commender ot vejeet the stalil college teaching thet he | -
amod be ao far Foroard o vossidle im oxder to influoree |
¢he battle, The battle 48 not cornfined to the {ront 1ing /.
which ic merely the fivet point of contect of the oppoeinyg .
arnies, If he is %0 influence the dritle, et the .imo v 7
his inrluecnee 1o most needed, that 1o vhen the zwaics beof
intericcked, eech establishing pookets Ler into. ihe otheo| /
territory, he rmat Lo bohiné the chicl denger ares, vhesg'].

the encmy eon suyport their air lendings eand hoe wast he §F

the ohe or nren dofence centre and its fporatlions room, é’

the closent contaet wiih the ~ir commander, who ean ndvip
him eonstantly of the scmbinually flucinating ctate of i
aiy situation, If the alr and Vdllitary comanders ofe ; -
separated in A moderh csmupaign, immaelinte lack of CO=
or@inrtion is ireviiable -nd the zome delfenne controlle
will be forced to guees, depend on Wnrelicble informat’
and generelldly srope in the murs end dewlt o0 ruagdr o
ho ergomisntion of mofern defencen depends on good
coxmunicantions ond precice cowordinntion wore bhen
mnilitary orgenisnticn ever yet comceived %.hrougiy





