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- 10 Jyly

12 Angust

. ;19/23 August
\ 2l Magust

© 7 September .

-

) 8 ‘September

15 September
Ny A Sépteﬁber,

[

1 October :

30 September ©

Openimg of ‘bhra prel:!.nﬂ.nazy phase of
+the Battle . of Britain: attacks on
Charmel convoys. ahd. south coast

ports. * Fifty 'two operational ‘

- squadrons in F'ighter comand.
: Headquartars, No,10 Group, opened

at Rudlow Manor, W:.‘Ltshire

_ Beginning of. :.ntensiva ﬁaw' Qpera:himsz'
- tha secomi phase of ‘bhe 'battle.

Beg:l.mﬂng of heavy attacks a.gaﬁ.nst
coastal. a?i.rf:.elds

¢ Five. days lull ::.n ‘the 'battle.
Be inning of heavy attd‘oks against

fighter irfields near London: ‘the.
third phase: of the battles Ine

,tens:fying of G-eman hight a.tte.cks. :

First heevy daylight’ attack oni
" London: . the fourth phase. of: the

battle, ~Begiming of heavy night
‘attecks on the capitale . Fifty

.- Seven operational aq_uac’*ons :'m
Fighter COrmnand

Tntroduction of the Stebilisation .
Soheme for Fighter Commende = -,
Invasion Alert No.l in-forces

' Heavy daylight atteck ‘on London,

.State of Readiness relaxed' -
Imras::.on Alerl: No.2 introdnced.

_ Final attack'bylong ra.nge bombers L

againat Lbndon in- dayligh‘b.

* The irth phase of. the battle; o
S begins -fighter and fighter-"

“bomber’ sweeps towards. Tondon,

" Heavy night- attacka on London

contimze. .




C o . . ' "The follom.ng acoount of thie Battle of Britain -
| | 18 very .largely one of the operetlons of Fighter
- Cominends  Tts chief concern is the phases by which
vth"e'Gemam offensive developed, how each. 6f theso,
pheses was executed and wha.t counteracting pplz.cy

governed the operatlons of the fighter sque.drons.

‘ ' These are, of* course, ‘the most importent :E’eo,tures of ;
1." R ‘ o ' the be.ttle. But there ere others whic’q had no little o
| . effect on the form that the ba.ttle took.‘ the pro- T s o

duct:.on o.nd rega:lr of aircraft, the trainmg of p:.lots, r

E 8 and. telecomm.micn.tions, ma:.ntene.nce a.na .

serv:.o:.ng ot‘ squadrons, eng:i.no and armament pro'blems,
' .. ) ) he.ve each a place in any pomprehens:we nar:.'atzye of

tho be.ttle. . Nor woula such a narrat:.ve be complete

e " unless it included more deta.:.ls of. the worlk of Anti RRte

Anrcra.ft end. Bellocm Gommands and. the Observer Corps

' . in ‘defence, end of, Bom'ber a.nd Goasta.l Corrmds i"rr
L . the counter~offensive;’ then will b found in the,
| Pollowing pages. These aspects have not been for-
i : L LN . ‘gotten, . But it he.s 'been found to make for the ‘
| _ " - .easier ana specd.:.er production of a, f:.nal nhrmt:we . . ,,37‘.
' i cach of them is g:wen separate trea.tment » the .
. synthes:.s and co—ordnna.tion of the separate acoounts : |
SR~ S - ‘ represcnt:.ng the last ste.ge of the -work, Thus, s
N » - narraives on $ignals, Rodar, Fly::.ng Trmm.qg,
e S - Armament Development and ‘othor techmcal subaccts,
' a T v’ . - and on- the. worlc o£ the Gomnands assoc:.a.ted w:.th
r ; ‘ . o , v Flghter cemmand ere ‘be:.ng prepared, and the etory
o S ' of the Battle of Brita:l.n will not bo completo wtdl -
lh o o B such parts of these narra.t:,ves as are concerned \nth Y

" C o o it have been i_ncorporetcd :Ln the narra.t:.ve that e

b

follows, wh:.ch is for thd.s reason en inter:.m accou.nt.\ L

Iudeed, even when th:Ls has 'been dene, there is a
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sense in Wh.'l.ch the story will not be comprehens:xvo,

for the battle could well be mads the occasion for a
rev:.ew of the boheviour of “the whole oommity - :Lts

morale, its health, its trade and :Lndustry under

. heavy aﬁr attockas

The rcader should ‘also bear in min& that thore
is much about the 'ba.ttle thot is not yct certain,
Deta:.lsof tljxc scale -of_v.the .Ge;man attack, reliable
information of t.he German tergets -and authpritatiﬁc

explanations of 6hnngeé in Gerian bpol.icy and

_intentions are still not availsbles In pertioular

it is only possible to speculate as to why the
Ge:;mans abandoned the invasion which they- appoared ’
to be pre;éarﬁng\. : ‘ . o

The records end documents_ that have servod as
o basis for tho narrative aré indicated :'Ln detail in
the merginal rcfércncos. Broa.d.]y spe'alcing, the

counts of da:.]y operotlona heve been based on the

Operatlons Record Books of F:Lghter Comizand, and of

) .thg fightor Groups and sq‘uadzfons, the . track charts

prepered in the Pilter Room gt Fighter Comand -

_-=Headqgai~ters, the combat reports of individual

pilots and the consolidated combet reports made by
sq_ua'drﬁn,intelligance of’f:‘g‘cers},h the No.ll., Group
» ;nstmctions to Controllers,.the ™" Forms of the
COmmand and Groups and a :s‘mallm:m"bér of captured '
German dq'cume"nts. 'A:ir'.Ministry, Fighter Commiand and
Ni:.ll-' and 12" Group 'sq;)ret"files s dix Chief Marshal 'l
Dowding's oorrespondence, & few of the Secretary of ‘
State's files and the 'Brarich folders of .the
'D:irecto'rato of Home Operatidhé and suchléecdng_agi‘ 2
'souroes as the Commanaczv-ln-Chiof's d.espatch and |
A:.r Vice-&darshal Po.rk's reports on the fw :

been the foundation of the acoount of hn.ghor pol:qu.‘ .
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E’feot on &ipp:l.ng :!.n chne Waters :

i Mens:lnn of' 'bhe Alr Defenoe Sys’cem in the West
.Develoment of No.lo Group

Parallel Mension of the R.D.F. Chain ahd the O'bmver
Ooma "

; E:@ansion of F;Lghter Oonunand

, Effoot of w ’

. Distzd.’bution of the Fighter Squadrons

 #nti’ Aporaft Comend o |
' 4pprovel, of Adﬂitional Mr Defances. 'Ch.i.efs 9;‘? Staff

Remw

: Sﬂ-@lﬁoanoe of the Review SR | o
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A 7 recomenaad tha.t Fighter comana should
- 'be strengthened to sixty squaarons by September, it
_ _ ‘ haﬂ ‘been’ assumed tﬁat 'bhe Germans would be kept out
. '» R S " Cof Fra.nce. ' In those c:l.romnstancas it wes unlikely

-?M - * that ‘the whole of the German 'bom'ber Porce would ‘ever
R SRR, S concentmtea against tho Uhited ngdom(l), or that
'marw rega.ons ‘of.. the country would sver be attacked
) exoopt on & l:.ght scalo.. Moreover, it was, ‘generally-
"bel:.eved 'bhat uncscor'bed Gerinan bombers a.ttac!cing

Britain by d.ear ‘masge would suf'fer unacceptable

7.51"""! EN

a 1osaes. As a rosuit of the fall of France, however,

o

’ tho Germans were frea to concontrate on Great ZBmta:‘mg
,' German 1ong-:'a.nge ’bombers could reach virtually overy
pert of‘ tho coumry :l.n conaidera’ble streng'oh, Ge*man _

f‘:l.gh‘ters and ai‘ _‘ -bom'bora could operate over tho

4 ':Weatern Approachea from tho e;ghth mar;d:l.an, and over

' all England to thn south of a lme 'between South Wales
@ Tand tha H\mygg; a.nd inside that area. 'bombers could
b be givan a, fighter escort. At the game time, the

. ocoupation of No:may had expoaed nor-bh-ea.st Scotland,
'and. the na.va.'l. baaes there s to a heavier Scale of
= oL | _ o . at‘beok than formerly. In short, the general effoct
ﬁ 4 » oo - of tho Gcrman Occupa.tion of Western Europe upon the
| air dafenoe of G—reat Brd:ba:.n wan to extend the ares
that was open to air bonibardmnt and intenaify tho
"scale of attack that was' to be expected. “The ooun'ber-
megauros tho.t wem tqkon oan thgs be aescribéd und_er
L /two, hesdls
RO Should w0t o Toran t'een, hovrever,rf-b;zat “aI1 estimates of tho air &8 .
- ‘fonces requ:red Yy Great Bratain. held ‘agsumed; the worst- possible-casey U

“ - nemely that’tho Gorimans had it.in $hely-power to'use ths whole of ths ™
' . 'bombor force agai’.nst thia oqunh:'y, at any rate for & short perﬁ.oﬂ,

t'-...;%... P
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8,353, Mimite 23, . ¥
28 June 190,

oreased soale of' a.‘btac.ka :

‘ meet‘.:,h in

two extremitic&, nor‘bb-eaa,t Sootlana and south,-west

Englandu In aach, a'rea tha Adr Steﬁ' and. Fighter .
Command were concemed at the growing threat to '

ahipping ing the Weadxem Approachea. " During Junc

arrangcments were therei'oro maxic wi+.h the Admiralty
to ron'be s}rlpping up the wost coast of Ireland, thmugn
the North Channel anﬁ. .mto 't:he .Clyde, the Mersoy and
the port i‘»s: tiz Walos. , On:!y coastal convays of

south a.nd o uth wes'b of E:l.re, but 1t a4d not a.vo:l.d a

ma..,ﬂr expansion of the a:l.r det‘once gystem in the eoutb-
west a.nd wast oi‘ England in order to protect the grea.t
volmve of ocean shipping in tha Irish Sea from attacka

b aircmﬁm hd.nsfm

ah;pp:mgv ‘and. tho’now s;Ltuation only hu:.ghtened their

L

LY
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'~ edsess whatnew%irdefences wera requiréd, oven this
1ess ‘extonadve’ arén 75553‘1& not be defended efficiently
.;'uhless fxgh‘ters cbuild operate from stations noar,
Dubl:}.n xand Wexford. Thare could be no q,uestion, . |
‘however, | or uaing Eireann ‘bases unless the Germans
:lnvaded Irelén&, or: Grea‘t ‘Britain was :i.nvitea. to send |

- forogs into’ the- country. ; All that wos done, there-

foré, wos H6 sarfiark a- corta:m ‘smount of mobile aire

: fiol&,:?p_ﬂ's:ggnal'.s eq_uipment:__:for speedy use should the

| Irish éituat':i.on 'cﬁdn‘gé‘; ..;-l&-a"“qx;timevtl'm Fighter Command’
systemhaﬁ % be: extonaed to. Weles,.. Lancashire snd

r orthem Ireln.ng.j In e south-west the position

P, /*wm/k? Hod 40 o u@mwa. not onily in order that fighters

thore qu.;lﬁ. ﬂntercept ehanw aircraft on thoir wey

.

north; but so that coa.atal shipp:i.ng passing up the
Ef}gnsh Oherine] ‘éould B8 protected. wost of Portlend,
“n SootLand Pighteres

wﬁrg,-‘requmd‘ near the Clyds, -

od, 441=§the north-cast, &out‘

i st steiywerp olso taken to provide |
lt)ng-r fi&)ﬁnrs ;{ebrides, but their \
! provis:.on was. necestsarily soms wey aliead,

, Extension off the_‘m’Def nce System in the West.

# With ‘the: exceptidn of the last, none of these

£y mquﬁremants was’ altogethor novol. All the arcas in

.e. they were within the

g ':'cithe German long-rango
'bom‘bar; and. in most caserpmlminazy moasures had

' ‘teen taken’ for tha:':: ‘ﬁai"ex_zce, In the Bristol-

‘" Pértaiouth area one squadron wes already stationed at
‘Filton, primri:ly'bo yiﬁtec’c-'the works of the Bristol
Asroplane Compary, and ‘s ‘f':igiter‘seetor stations
wore being 'buﬂt at lhaﬂle Wallop end Oolerne. fThe

/headquarbers of
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14 *m"f"ﬂhﬁnwﬁshter Group, Nosl0, that wes

e " AB: for *bhe Western def'ences of the Midiands,
: "the ?ospi'bi Ay Q-f at@aoka ﬁ'om that d:u'ection hod, .

"l‘c,‘-‘ 'J.oﬁg 'been- a;p::qoip.ted. Aa ee:c:ly as the sumnor of

X938 m m teff hag dccidad to provide facilities

ot stati.’&na“neqm Ojuatqn, Stafford and, Birmingham: for
. "use 'P;ur aqup.dnm:ta nemaa.:ly stationed ﬁxrther oast at

i.md: Duxford. . Not much progress

TRV beon made by: tho- ifier of 2940, There was. a

ahértggems air:t‘ielcla in that pa.rt of the country,

o and»thaf"zﬁn’telughnce an& 'signela roquirements of. ah

Q-rbutxfurﬂzem to. the west, the position ,
. ?;z.ﬂ!hera Fere no R.A.F. stations on

It was fortuna‘ba that: tha

qpare.ta': r:l.n ;,‘.’oree over the wastem

eonoont ated on eou‘blmmat England and eaxly in
_3June the firat commdez' of No.lo Group, Air Vice=.

: vwshelgﬁir Quintin Brand., wes o:ﬂerod to reconnoitre
\ t;;e&;atriut .t}q; su:l.tab le :;'ggxter. esrodromes, West}'

/end scuth~ '
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@m wm@ there. were no fighter
1 sfationa,g W‘-!-ﬁh #lie emeption of Filton, and a pnunity

N 'or};atations of any coxpmand. However, 8t Eva:l.,
,.,Ew.en, Psal:ibroy ahd Wertivell were brought into
"~touporazy use. by fightor aque.drons pending the oone |
K "vstmct\ion, of further, aereranes -in the arcas By ‘
' 3 July, thoro were. sowen. fighter squadzonsin the
f: ‘ - S aron; ‘bows deé.f'_py Mord. Haven = Br:.stol - Southanpton-{

. o ::;:, ,:'\.‘3":, RS ‘Ohannel. end thevpaw t}‘gions: Ospeciall.v Madle
- o e - Wallop andwwmeu,,prmd of ;great value during the '
S e a.ttacks op cog.stal shipping in July and early August,
‘ y‘ VI-I: was not unti.‘l. the sgeend .woele in August, homwr, .
tha.t Nop 0, er Headquerters wag: able to take: over

‘ ‘:control of al:!. ;ehe fighter stations. in the Group arcas
Prior to 'hhat date ‘Middle Wallop and Warmwell were

R

oper&ted by Nosll Groups With thip-exteneion\ of the |
. Fighter: Gommana sy-stem wost, of Portmmouth the basio

_ '<-aisiaoaitions ‘of ‘the ﬁ.ghtor force that was to fight
* 4o, Battle of Britadn yoro - comple‘bed(l)

e L
it -
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(15 T shoula not o6 fdrgotten tma :1:;}9 gm&‘b A5y, battles wera being. fought o
in south and south-east Bngland new’ Stetions and Groups werc being'
orgenised in tha‘vest of-England -ang in Soptland, . In brief, “the: @lan

- of expansion mqu:irod the formation’ of*two Ao mors fighter Groups} . Nog9 -
in norﬁhwes't Bnglend with o adijuerters % Preston and Noelk in north- °
dquarters at " Thare was no-connection

A TR

I

' "between ‘bhea laﬁter f.}z'fampr
"Pought in Franos -and Bk

v d ich; similerly mmbered, had
. »f»‘-westward to. eﬂtbpa,ce the.,,, g6 8t

In pddition, Noy13 Group was extended
‘ th: Channel, shd Ulster was8 ..
o ‘But seriqua operat:.ons .

T AT T ey
£ B N N

. “on£ho  Erent. 6 -of popullstioh andto m Battle of the. A’clantic than |
’ o 'l;o the B&ttlé of- Brita:l.m ot : )

e e e e e
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| comple‘ce.

~Toporting to &-Cont¥e ot Traro, The first comme 'j ed
to- oporatn on 17 Jv.ly; ‘aha second on- 2 August. As

-mmfomﬁon‘*of ‘hew fightor stations in the

sputh-mat was nocossar.ﬂy pare.llelea bty the oxtenaion /
. of the- Obsairver Qorps and the RDiFy chadn in the

soms, axvoa. Mz the. euthroak of war the R.D.F, ayatom

' oxtendad‘,‘enly -8 far as 'bhe Isle of Wight, but .’by
W 1&914'0 JapYe" st&tions wore under construotion f‘urther
west. : ,Two wem qpanad before the ond of Mey a.nd four
" .moro in Funoq: -0 23 June o femporary £ilter room

conmanogd to fumt:l.on at No.lsﬁGroup HiQuy Plymouth,

. ' bub mﬁo J'u.w tho atations were. Linked to a permnent
‘ ‘filftez' mpm ot No.lO Group HiQs The: stations were
mnlch ma{ca wido:lar:“aﬁg\ped than on the east and soﬁth-
" qnst ceaata, and oovomge in the Chennel was far from

'.l’ha qomp;l.anren‘aa.rw expo.naion of “the - ObSemr

-Gorpa in thia araa, wps orderea ea:c:l\v in Juns a.ml tnok
 the form of & new Group in Devonshire, with ita: Oen'l;re

a.t Exetgr, and a Sub-Group ‘on the COrnish Ooast,,*

in 'hhe caae of R.D'F. ohuin the ‘individual o’bserver o
posts in thia' areo, wore - too widaly ecattored to aﬁnﬂ.t

,_or accumte raport:ing. ‘
xy byaixm of E:l._;te::‘_

Unts.& the niiﬂdle of Jtme B‘ighter Ocmana was

s wgrking to a programma of sixty aquadrone, whioh wem
s be rma. vy Septembor. But this Wes based on: the
o .ﬂtrataaioalwsitumcd.on which app;l.iad before the |

oollapae or Franae, and a further ex:pansion of the
ﬁghter force. was obvioqs]y mcesagry not only in.
order that the new extena;}.ans to the alr defenoe

.'eyatem aould he mannod, 'but e.lso to caun'oaraot tha

/MGrbm in

[
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:Lnoroase in '(iha poten-b:.al wa:lght of attenk onthe .
wcquntrj a8 é who‘le. ‘.'I!he United Kingdom-might now be
attacked ‘by “!:he whole of the German Air- Force, wh:ich

o '3'?;2"»‘“' "

.355.3, M:lmte .2}'.-"‘{ ; in June Waa estimated &t nearly 2, 000 long-rango
Sl 5‘bombors, 550’ d’.ive bombers, ,550 heavy and l:.ght
o P '_fightcrs, anada mmber o oonatsl airorafts Moreover, |
'(;./‘ co K A " -noir that prhsbisally a.u Europe's-industrisl plants
. wers. a-b Eérmany's aisposa.‘l., an accelerated oxpansion
of her Mr’Foréo wa" 1§ke1y. . Adopting the provious
Ady Staff‘ ya@"ick :alculat:.ng fightoy strength
coe D, H.o. estinated that ohe hundred and twenty £1ghter
: ‘ib'i,d.v;a ¥ hqua.drons, contai.:ﬂmg :L,920 f:irst-vline aireraft, would
' “be required, whn.dh would en'tsa.il mors than doubling: the

i
|
i
i
{

S0 extsting Pighter fqrce. No price was too high to pay
' " . -for mt,ional,-secwity ‘but “such an e;z'fansidn would have

b . . - unbalariced coupletoly “the Metropoliten 4ir Force es
[ : ‘ . s e
| o RIS .--plannaa, and could: only. ‘have been .dchieved at the
', Bl -"' ' . B . T ot 'exponse of tho: bom'ber programme, which wes alma.dy
_ L d ~'_'  . cL "behindhand. - In axw caae, the imned:.ate expansian of . |
. ‘ S o fighter s*brength waa govemea 'by “the availe.‘ble :
: , | ‘ resources of pilots and. a:.rcra.ft and ‘these were
’jw - V : . e N
! S SRR \ rla"rgély cmm‘%to’&- -t‘ Thi ref:i.trmg of the squaarons ‘
‘ : ) »which haﬁ sui’féred z.n the French ¢ ;...;. ; It was o
B e - ‘
. {‘E kS ]
A . - L sobm 1. - tha.t thase had. been
e L i Pormod, tm‘te requiraments mﬁght e 'been :
E_- ’ . . ’ - Tt :‘-":' i Lo ;.[j . -‘:: "'j' . ‘, "1’.“"‘. Lo .." B . /Ulerifled by ’
Lo . i
@) !
' y ‘ 7 |
1
) - " —ﬁ{ J‘A.AA‘ L &
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oﬁéﬁtﬁg%}’amgﬂ;ow o ’ivhé aﬂy mqu:y, the n.a.o 8. propoaal |

. . L efqre“mfmﬂnmm and Rog@g,uipmnt Comnittee
“of’ ’ého hlsty - the. sugply of fightor eireraft
waa mo;te satis@aeto;v then at any other- time s:moe

"of* pﬂoﬂa, and on that aacaunt the proposal was -

SRR i "'nmbmqg,thmy and to six of tba
A WW’%\J&WWA ),

.{;,,Ex‘om mamtenomo stai‘f wo.8

S mﬁdeti 0, ¥k nguadmns ‘but no more pilots; the

“in b qmerggngy dn.mhiol; caso those pilots of the
.{"2’_ o ’:'.:~.

stina.aron wbo wni’.ld« nomally ‘be rest:mg or- on 1eavu
. would 'be oalled upon:Ap. fly thems The. arrangemont

Vreflea‘bed 'che aﬁwp,ge Jof; ﬂighter pilots, and it was -

2

[y

' L i not intended tqi\pemamn‘b. As soon as it was prudent
S an n e the adﬂitional Flights vere to be withdrasm and-

o - Msm“ed mb@ W'ﬁqmdrons- By the third woek
. S 5-“ July the- &nﬂtment of, a:i.rcraft and persomnel to
“ : T ﬂw thirty'siz*~aquadrons hed 'been completeds

»:.nteniiribn beix;g that sthe. adroraft should only b9 used

: (l) Ultimate figh'ber s'wength would he wﬂua&cad . a nunber.of factore

whose effects oould not be- estma’&‘gi. th.any acouracy until the edr-

' Bogy ° dady industxyandmanpowware
‘ircled Yy owr air-defence .

2 vulnerable, to attack by

: ‘th,o ‘British long-range Banbem foreo. tretoh M: prosent from Nervik: to

. the Pywencesds Thus, from tho German first-line fighter strongth, deteche
ments st be modo over n Wide afe xo ‘provide protection for importent
.. paintae .In. consaquencd,. it B a8, e:;poriema cocumulates,
thist somothing -Loss than “tho' ultdm ndard dr‘f:igh‘bep atrength’ now
‘ oontemplntod, may su'rfice.“ (D. g{or W BTJ\me 1940). i

" (2) This decision’ affected Constal coma.na for- it was D,H.0's original in«
tontion that five of the ten new. sayadrons shauld be long-ronge fighters
for shipping protection. It was' pany jonths ‘bofore Coestal Commnend ‘s
recmiramonts for this . sort of auty ware satisfied. .

L
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e S This shortage of pilots was due firstly to a
. » ' ‘f;xghter strength during the

L Pirst monihs of wa;- than had been antioipated when the

D tra:l.ning pmgt‘mhﬂ been provisioned, seodndily,

owing pm:y £6 thi ‘bo.a. winter of 1939/40 and pertly

gr.:,l' '3.6?/2/273, 5 gl loxVer butput of f:.ghﬁ,er pilots than hed been oxpectbd, 5

|
|

" %o the.d:lwrsion of. reaouzjz}:‘ces from Operaﬁz.onal Traanmg 1

. ) Units to. ﬁrst-li:ne squadro 53 thumy, and most , '
SRR pnrtiou:.arm o the 208y of noarly thrée mmdred .
g ;.i;i f‘ightar P:L'Lots during the fighting over France(l) . L"

' ; ' throughout the period.‘l. July - 30 Septexﬁber, during -
i " . vhich time’ “tha o 1 & squadrons addod to ‘the- cpora~ .
‘tional atrength of' Fi.ghter Odrmand. were Canad:i.a.n,
Polish, and czecho-Slovakio.n.‘ Consequent]y,-

stmgth of 'l:he Coman& ranm.med fair:ly stable throu.gh-
out the ba.ttle at sixty squaﬁrons.

T e meaéms thit wero' baken to increase pilot
'oﬁiput Hurmg June and. Ju:ly ch:.eﬂy oconcermed Flying
Training Comend ad will not be eXanined ‘!mev(z) But
the earliest mportant'aoooasion of* Btrongthyland.lthe

’ more walcoﬁte beoause i‘c camo so shortlkv nfter the hsavy
loesos in Francc, Wa.S‘ 'bhb result of an e.g;neement with
he ‘16by, of Floet .fd.'r Arm pilote;

s.65592, Minute,  Tho mattor was first 'd;scuasea in the Wer: Cabinet as '
uno. X

. the Dunkerque evabuatien drew to a close, a.nd 'l:he )
Prime M:mister ins mchd. the A.ur and Ncwal a{:aﬁ's to

/éee whether

(1) In’ Maw and June piiot oaaualtiea :m ‘ba'b'ble and ‘through flying e.ccidenta )
L 4Ane Fighter Command. o.nd tha fn.ghterf sque.d.rops in Fra.noe were o.a foliozcs

(2) See Ai.r Historioal ‘Brafch nazi-at&vb on 'Flying Tra.inin.g"

This shortaga remainéd the li.mtmg fo.ctor of expanaion :
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w10
ape whmger ’aniag&a,l'pilots could e transferred
to ﬁamcm@. B had in mind en sllocatlonof 1 D)

| 'tifty pilaf by the end of Jwa,  On 6 June the

Mmiralty :lssu@d- inStxuct:}.ons for ‘the release of. forty—

five pi:l.ot 3 (:mqlud.‘l.ng aeven R.A.F.V.R' pilots who had

been aewbxg with: the. B‘leet Hr Arm), half of them

@Wg hate aem-trmd. The Adr M:Inistry, however, .}
a.aked for half thg out,put of the two flying tra:lning y) '
aohcoﬂ.s sewing th.e Flaet nir Am to be allotted to the .
R. \ Foy 'hcgmnina Wi’oh thirty pilots by the end of

June. The Adpirelty aould not agree on ths. grounds

that' ths casualtioa a;nonga’h their pilots in April end

May Iw.d been mgy&y: f'czur times a8 large as postulated

o ang. tmt,;m a,qg.;!.fpig;;, the war with Italy meant more
_work for the Fleet Air Jem than had been visualised

earlieny - Thiftyl-mora»pmdté - making sixty eight

. neval’ pil.ota m a:l.J. = Woro-lomned during June; but
© ten were reoalled eax:ly 4n July for serv:Lce din the.

Meditemapean, ‘ o.nd Mer in the month the First Imd
informed the Sacmtaxy o: State for Mr that no: furthar

'e.tta.c}ments would. ha ,posaible. Thc 1oe.ns, howevar,

were t:.me.ly and., qonaidermg the Adnﬁralty's diff:Lcult-
~ des,- substant:.al. . Oasualt:.ea among the fifey emght )
:u.ots who served in the RedeFo were' hoa.vy, eighteen -
be:Lng killed duniqg tbe suwer and entum, '

The distri'b\xbipn of the t‘:l.ghter squadrons vm.s , } '
on the- territoria.l 'bas:l-a 01;‘, four :E‘:I.ghter Groups,

X tepi;ed, me ‘contry %o the west and
ncrth»west of Portmu'l:h a.nd. the indnatr:lal tovma of

Sou‘bh Walee* ;Lta Ha&ﬂq_ua:'tors wore at Rualoe Manor . 1 ‘

in. Wiltshire. o No.l%_ Group, whose Headquartera were Y 3

/the south
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i ' Group.
6'bh A.A. Division .H.Q. Vn;’bridge supported. No.g.u
: e K L N ‘E G'roupo
: Watnall s supported No.lz
. i:, T : QI‘OU. Ps. =
: i : Chester, supported Nosyl2 &
2’ 13 Groups, -
: 7th A.A. Dzvia:l.en‘ H.Q. Newcastle » supported Noel3
: L T Group. .
S S 5@.3, A.A. ‘Division,’ Hon Ea:l.n'bursh. ngpom‘l Noel3 ;
B ' rmp. ' H
it =" .Also F:.ghter Group Hoadiharters, O
A ST ’ /As in the j
ir. C i
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baaea on Gem}am[ A aonai&erable oxpansion of anti-
am:;éart atrength, othlomentazy to that of the fighter
forco WQ# tha‘ #Qrﬁ‘ mguirad in the revomt:.ona:y

‘sitiation in vhich the® country Pound ;l.tself in June

T 1840, Bntgevox; 'by thq earlier stendard Anti-Aivoreft

‘ strongth.

Gormand, had a long way to go bo:t‘ore it mached full

. Tho Last; Qro-wa;' recomondation had boeen
for the provision of 2,232 heavy and 1,860 llght
guxxs whorqo.s on, 28 Ju.‘l‘y 1%0 ‘the Command held on:ly
2,280 hoa.vy anﬂ'ﬁl?‘light guns(l) . The -allocation *
o Iondon e th@ I’hnmea Eatua.:y eree, for example,
included 1480, hggm,v g ‘a,~v'but a.t the ubovo d.ato on].y
250 ware in posi.tkn, Portsmouth o.nd. Southanpton,

7.

Oh. hcavy guns, could. count

Rt S iy

oriun te‘, 1o hg,v.gvg.? -n_:g:jyvagmaj'.‘_ In'the
North o&,’ Im,glmd.,ax;g the Midlanda tho percentage ',

"r“‘xr‘v [heolE . A o=

i.iverpoom, ’ mnple, ha.d. only 52 heavy m |
rmiqghnm 6 ?"insteaa of 120, _',éhe

11!,," st

instoad. of 101(.‘

' 1i§ht gun position We.a' even worse 3 oh:wfly owing to a

N N Weogle
[N S T SILER ALY RS “t

sotbagk’ ih tha Bofors gun programme. Such gune as
Sonvndl el ¢
- wore' o,vailable were uta.liaed for the def‘once of R.A.F.

SRR ahutahs S I »“

otations, an& av few of tho more important and
. frode g0 ; :
vulnerabla induatriacl targef.a amongat the many

...... . e

lnmdreds o 'vitaa poms ror whioh dafenoes were

Vi .,' L

but ‘thore stes a.n' unillubma.ted 'beJ.t of oountry J.n- “the

BOth ga,pa melfilled by the autum. Baa.loon Oounmem

th

" As in the oa.sa of mghter OOxumand, the planned stromﬂx ‘
T ot" Antinumraft Cqmand poatulatod a Gorman Air Foroe

‘.,

A‘

— )




‘ Cwl3e
C - atrength hen hed’ :che guri_ dsfences. At the ond of
July-out of an. establishment of 1,870 balloons, 1,466
hed ‘baon alIOGa.ted to the various squadrons. of the
Conmand( ) But the air dofenco system as a wholo,
morc espociall,v the: gun defences, showed alarming .
. . ‘ . def‘icioncios. . If it hnﬂ. beon possible, as the Deputy'
k™ " Omiorsof Stoff recemendod on 1 Juns, t0.dovote &1l
o new productlon to A.D.G.B., the posit:.on would have
; : .‘ ‘ . o improvod sooner than it aid; 'bu'l'. a8 tho defences of .
) ) .' tho Msdn.’oorranea.n were rolativoly oven weaker tha.n
| ; " thoso of the United Kingdon only about 50% of gm

‘production wes allottod. ‘to the homo thoatre(z)

2

Although it was obv:.ous that oven the pre-war

‘scale..of a:l.r dofencc, much loss 8 new and lerger ono,

e T

would notf be completed for ma.ny mon'bhs to coms, the
Ghiefa of S'Baff gavo inatruqt:.ons in July for tho air
defence pos:.t:xon to Yo reviowed in tho light of tha

-t

G._G},‘IS'H,'(LO)‘ 632. S '; nevr situation. . 'I‘his review was cimula.ted on 16 Aug.xst

A e e - ey,

and was’ approxre& 'by the Ghiefs of Staff on the’ fo].low-

'-14.
REPA

ey ., ing daye It remamed 40 a very great extent an ideal"

pp— e T

that was never gqa;ised, and, of course, the provision

-~ thot it vis&bﬂ.iée&-ﬁas for lorger" then' the forces that

e L A TR

L were: a.vaila'ble dur::.ng the ‘Batile of Britain, Yet it
¢ C - o has o-plade.din the story” of that bBattle for two roasons:
‘ first, it shows how wids was the gep betweon tho siud

S P - Jof 'bhe
h.i Bal loan Command Orders of Bo.‘ctle i‘or July a.nd August are given in = -
.’..ppenda.cea 3 and 13.. .

Fhee (2) The £oliowing téble indicates the main requizements that had to bo mot,
end ‘the proportion of production despatchod overseas during-the Battle

-of Britain pe:‘idd.

~

v . e A.ﬁ.‘f’:‘r.‘ﬁ.‘ * . Tpaining - Middle Esst 'Ports Abrond
L. 220ue 1,20k | Css o a7 128

3L 0éte L i . 158
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Uy
. of the forves that fought the Battle of Brita:m and
“thiose that “tho sibhation cotuslly dasendod; and, 2

XY

o aacom:l., A ahuws hm far this Chiofs of Staff woro

g to' cmm'a tho wwc potontial of tho comntry,
to- thﬂ m'odmim of ‘puredy dofonsive Weapons,

!l.‘hﬂ roview 'dld ‘not a.ttempt to oatimate the .
full mmbor of figh'Eor squadrons that would b s
-
requ:i.red tc &afao.t the heaviest scale of attack that i

~the Gomans could mnunt. , 45 wo have seen, ‘such an

 stinato) haa_almay ‘éon mado by the Alr Stare;

and it wa.s, :m arv caSe, somowhe.t academic, as there

’ could ba no q,uest:!.on of v:i.rtual]y doubling the

. ﬁghter :t'oroe until the simat:.on was. clarifierl.

Byt s review a&a W" i
Ll derqncp ay‘ y

’ ‘thoao oxtonaions of the

am &0 tho West of England and

. Northern qsgl‘??landsrbbatf ba_vp, alrdedy boon noted, = It -

also qpproved the oxisting cqmposition of tho

figh’cer fome, with it enphasis on short-range day.

fighters sueh a8 rbhe Hurr;cone and Spitfire, .
Befoz'e tho end. of 1949 thq a:.r defence needs .of the’

_eountry had. changed, and the ory was £or more twitie
‘ engined f:i.gh'bers. But it was clearly more prudent,

as things stoed in tho smmner of 19,0, to expand :
our. strength in terma of Hurricenes and Spitfima.’

The" ohip? threat to tho counmr'a seourity st that

rango fighters Yo 'bring ours to oombat.

Y
.t:hno came from a susta;xnaa nffensive by dey, since - N ~E’

on]y then cbuld. the Gemans uBe their own short- ‘

STV

Aa for the ground. derences, the review

- based its reoomendatﬁ.pns on two primipies. N
i f:u'stly, 'that aaarohlighta showld bo provided for

' all pw#s of t]qo pountx

- Ly o rewh s.xnpozvtant important objectivos,

provided that ’ohair deployment ‘was pra.c‘l:ica'b].e,

/saconaly, that

var.whloh the enemy gould ' J
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seoond:ly, _tha‘b gum defoncas were to ho allotted. to “a].‘l.

commnities of any s:&zo engngea in inélustr:.al wcrk of

) nat:.onal import:anoe. The follovring a.d.dl’a:.ons in
- ordor oi‘ pr:.or::ty tol_ ‘the existmg aeamhlight zonos

oW xtensioh
and ornwell- (to" Hortland ?oin‘b)
Tiene ‘and Bexrow

Cfenc B cpslisle. dis‘l‘.i‘:.ct(l)
" i 9. Noxth Wales .
10, Aber a’:tstrict .

-+ 2Le:Morny, Firth. ‘
- 12 Stranractr district
. 13, .Anglesey’ '
" 71#. Dean and. Gormvall (to the In.zard)

E:lgh't:y sovén extra batteries(z)would bo noodod: i‘or

those bxtensionm Sixty more were- approved. in ordor

" to :anroaso tho density of searohl:ghts deployod in
gun dofanaed area.s , though it waa hopod. that the

waﬂa.oloaabién equipment i’or tho control of gunfiro

u,go.inat unsoen 'l:argcta would parmit the canccll:’mg

of th:Ls Last, rcqﬁ.u:ement. These a.dd.it:.ons, plus a - |

S small mobile resem ‘of twclve battones ’ enta.iled.

:an :.ncrea.so of nearly four thousand proaectors over

C and abwe the five thousand elready on estabnamnt.‘

o E:rbra gu.ns mre "recomendod on a aim:llar
la.rge scale. 856 hca.vy guns were allotted to dofond

lbcna o;pen to a heavier scale of atto.ck then when
thoir_b 11 od ”‘en or:.ginal]y planned, and 672
to tewns whu.ch previously ha.d been und.efended. ,‘.I!he»

/ehmf

:Lght um.ts haﬂ ‘been *trana-
oyl drtilletyy’ and all”
‘ fing: t?.lé




16 |
X ‘ , ohief,‘ pla.ces in the latter: categozy were the industrdal J
towna wlthin :E'ort;v milos of Manchester, and towns in -
N the Midlands isuch’ aa Leicester, Poterborough and '
' thwnpton,«»; Over four hundrod vilnorable points . . "
S wem aﬂded to 'bhe list of‘ amall targets ‘roquiring - |
e | defence by l:lgbt guns, and 2 ,550 L0 m. guns wero ,
TR provaa i’or thisg plirpose,  These addit:.ons mado the D‘Q
) . totalaut "“d“o.n‘bi-aizvcraft gun defences of ‘the )

! , hundred balloons wore to be deployed,
. making the operata.ona], strength of Belloon Commend two.
throusand six hundre& balloons, w:l-l:h an equal m:mber in
‘ imnaaie.tq ;'egervc. o o ‘
o : It Was oa‘aimtad tha,t Anti-A:Lroro.ft Command - _‘

a.dd:.tional wqapona tha.t would 'be issued to it under

Coe .1..'.. ., thig, pmgrenmo' In nmn‘bere and mater:.a.l it would then

o 7 be, J.e.réar thon Pighter Command, The Chiefs: of Staff"

B | thought :gt propar, therofore, to rewcmphasise the

. paramount imgortame of. Pightor Command in the air
. dofenoe aystem. A:i.r da:f'enoo was to remein the pr:tm

. rrosponaibum of A.0.0.~in~c., Pightor Comméid; "he 7 |
. mst have: only a.gingle anti-aircraft commander to -
ldeal with;. .and the temtoria.n. organisation of Anti- -
*Adroraft. Ccmmand. mst i’aJJ. into l:.ne with that of

HELRE

". ,:.”,‘. . . ;":-3, ~.J..., Y.Fimw comand‘

(ﬁ Some. progress had been. maae Ty ‘bhﬂ@ date in perreeting the: Unmotating
. Projector (U.P,) Woapon for use agednat. Tow~f1ying alroraft, and es a

. ' %ogggve ob ‘1;9_1;.0-¢g1. N

/x¢Significance

result of the August roviow an ordar for eight thousand projectors was. 3
pleced. As. early as June 140 ‘it had ‘been haped ‘that some projectors .
would ho. available by Augpsfg, ‘q:;a,.;.‘b ige’ intended to deploy them in,

dorenoe of e.:ircraft raé‘cora.es ; : {:gges wera digappointed, At

of' ensuring. the i‘ra,gmentan
tipn of tho case. of ‘the pro:jeetn.l 3s-:

d for a 1t 1t8 use was prohibited -
%ﬁ‘” or fire to sgawqrd. In reatng"sgon was remove :8 éa
v ; stgrr% 3

‘. *’ﬁi
e Tohget SR m@e&, S e Pl




‘ It wou.‘l.d be rbdiff%icu‘[t ‘to :tmagine a situa.tion. -
faa.ling the invasion of’ sodte part -of ‘the Brit;ah Iales,’:‘ i
‘in which th:.s couhtry coul@. be more serious],y 'I:hroat-
ened ‘bhan tha.t :Ln which it we.a placed-in the surimer

- of" 1910.0. ' The hls’corlcal ingmrtance of tho ch:.ofe of .
_ Stai‘f review J.:Les in 'bho Pact that, in the situation.
B app]ying aux-s.ng the Ba.ttle of Britein and il

'msurama £6r the security of the United Kingdom :
ago.:mat a.'ir arbtaclcf'-'; relat:we 'to tho size ot‘ the forces

- arrayed. aga:uist R v A'b existing prod.uction rates, it

o 'wou.‘l.d ha.vo takeg yea:cs to congolete t.ha plan' e.g. the |

' émrage month:ly ad.ditions 6 Ant:.-A;rcraft Conmnd .
: 'bd’&ween June 19h0 and Fe‘bruoxy 1941 included. on;ly o
In am‘ co.se, as the .

forty haavy anti-éi

,'war develo;:ed wia tho threat 40 4his cowntry lessoned,

‘ it was possib:w to mo&:li‘y the pla.n. . But 1% remo.:lns ‘
- a strik:l.ng example of 'bhe extent to whioh it migzt

,k ‘ ha:m ’Been necosaary 'bo’use Br:.tish indus'b:y and mane-

' power “for the produet:.on ana mam:ng of weapons uae-

. "‘"ful fort 1ittle elbe. mt“defence.

Th¢ "'i.tmnense gap ‘bot\veen the. num’ber of gmund
wedpons,ro emmanded in -bhe revi‘.ev and those that wore

o an'auallv‘a aﬂable ’neods 1o omph.ezis. Buﬁ for the

S

!
.
i

. count:!y' a8 ‘8. whole ‘bt _téhoi'tage was worsenod. by the
. necesaity for, comcnu-atang on the B.efence of :a .
partirmlar aspcot of :mdust:y, the. mmfe.ctux:e of alr=
_ .cra.ft and earo-engmesa The mortance of n-omct:lng :
- the . ajrcrai‘t inﬁustry, ospecial:ly :‘.n 'bhe oaﬂy stﬁges N
“of & war w:lthGermaxw whon she woudw tbe

?s:utwive il iz haa :I.ong been realised. 57
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! Shoi'tly after tho out]s:aqak of war Air Chief Marshal
- Davéd.ng 'hnAv_

;v_,aony instruoted to rogerd this as his most
important single taglc, and the d:.rective was still in
foroa when the oompe;@gp in tho Wost begnn. He ho.d in
‘fact cmied put o oertnin noasura of rodeploymant of
ground dofoncea w:lth';his purpoke in mind in late
Soptember 1939- The ;pqlioy was reaffirmed, by 'thc

Primo M:miater :m Mpy, when he gave instructions that

"tho u’cmoat av;\il,ab;l.e u.ax, stnength should be con-
centra,ted on thc o.iroraft factories. they are moye

mportam than a.r;ything elao." On'15 J‘uno thq Ch:.ofs L
- of Staff asked for dotails of the redeploymnt propomd
' 'by Air Ohief qu‘shal Dm¢d:.ng, and a day or two lator

‘bhey mm:i.ndo_,him §>f the peouliar importmce oi‘ the

“ fighter produc,ts,on ait]p ar tho industry, His first

mea.surea entalla withdrawing neurly one hundred. a.nd

"4’
ung i‘rcm cﬂ:hor a:reas, utilising o

v

*Qgiment of Bofora guns which. hnﬂ. roturned from’
Narvik, and dlstr:!.'bu’sing :then thefly to the assem‘bly

'

plantﬁ :I.m ‘cha Thama' Val].ey e.nd Southampton. Foxgty

of tha heavy guna wore vy;thdruwn from . London,

', Similar munbor fron Eaat Cosst, ond. Soottish ports,

and fbhe r;emdub fz'om a reg:l.nent whic;n ‘had beon a.bout

to ombark ror ‘E‘ranao. In tho next twa. woeks a fow -
x‘\ ,l} .

guns wpreJ %akcn :t‘mm new produotion ond o.llotted to

the Airoraft- fa.oto:piqa, md byx 7 July tho inc'mstry

_was: proe‘ﬁbnted 'by 25% of thn haa.vy guns :Ln inti~:

L'.,vw;-l : _‘ o : ' J“_’ o C /Aircrai‘t :

5

o~

Y
s N
\,
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N ) '::.‘.." . - . ) 3 » ‘ﬁ :‘M’ . "' B -lap o N )
el Aarpraft Comana(l) :in' a.dditz.on, o “number of |
. factorics weoro proctec,ted by the Pare.o}ﬁxte and Coble

L L (RahiCa) cnm'e(f‘)‘7 : |
‘ , Tlmoughuut th_.v.Battle of Br:.ta:.n the protection .
L e of tho aircraft :.ndustr‘y romained tho ch:.ef oharge
“ ‘ «upon Fighter Oomﬁtmﬁ. Qu:i.'liu ~8port from the lzikolihood ‘
Lo i oi' attacks on the industry a8 part of an :mdependent

.a.&.r oﬁ'enqi

e 1arge. sco,l& vere. expscted to form a prelude to

invas:.on, poss:.blym i
‘t’ é W rzghter stat:ons and comunio&tlons inAKent aml
' Sussex. Only when a.n imrasion expechtion was actually
) t_‘“‘f " ‘;;.: .;-:" Lo lannchod Was Figl‘:,‘bor Gommand to & ivo. prior:.ty td,
o £ -".:: anothor 'l:aslc .}namely the. dofenoo of the na.ve.'t un:l.ta
Air Chiof

3 a:btaaking tho enemy's fleot,

. 1 TIOT WES: onq posa:l.blq exqept thc execra'ble mathod of

) ’ RN oont:muOus patrols aver spocific factones. ‘ Thd

For ., compmhenaivo 'bnble ‘of he;w.v

(1) T .mny E T acfamos of' 'I:he ot m’@or‘aan‘b plants :mcludcd. o~
fonowing equ:.pﬁant. e et A :
‘ K ML AA. Guns, Ba:uoona

De:oby R T 12 -
Crewe . . : - o320
Kingston o iuep S =
Langloy : . L 2k
. Brooklmds . A6 T b -
Brockworth, and. Cheltenham R 12 2k
Woplston and: Eastlomgh ; Bl 20 .72
Castle- Bronwich 8 100
© Pilton, - -8 2
, Gov:an’cry - 56
‘ Sheffield -

N d‘bf’eﬁceé dae, -1115pendix 3'. :

: (2) By this, a lingar an‘angement of rocket,s, to:which: :hght steel eablos

ere, ettached, was clectiically disch arged, on the. apyroaoh of ‘a hostile

mc.raft ... The ‘raoket: amenﬁaﬁt # height.of five or six. ‘hundrod foct

 whero ' parachiitey attached to the cable, opensd and thus. suspended the
able longenough: i‘or a. oureain 4o-be-- aligned. bofore the appronching

',saga:mst this qatintry, attacks on it ona

xrm.nzcd by an offensivu o.ga:.nst' .

‘, bt e s /Fiﬂ!tw, L V

Lo
1

1
h

e e e

.




JEECRIURUROE

u?,ﬂ-r "
F'ighter Cohmand sygtom had been ﬂosigncd to: provide dr

defgncc f 'ull. thmatenod arcas. of the United Kingdom,l

" ' 'f‘igh#:or stmngth to apeqii'ie obaectivaa would have

' mezmt ‘80 greo.t a &iaporsion of: squadrons +that, unlasa
fightor reaoumos Were o.'l.mot unlinutod them would

KT 'rcc zwa:.labla to. mot
s ; ucrial threat to tho nat:.on'
' aeouriw, attabks 'by mass forznations of - cneqv bombers;
- noy would 't:ho naaessari:ly small mnnbors of fightors

‘. vrithstanding aﬁtacka*of atw aize. Guns and balloons,. '
on 'l:he ‘othar hand,, wem admirahly adapted for close

. defenoe of ﬁhe“ aircrai’t industry took pla.oe in torms |

S of ground dorence‘:.a,lane. ‘ But this dia not in any
way re;l.ieve the fighter squaﬁrons of rosponsibility
'nfor “the' d,ei‘onca of tha mdust:y. Closo dufenco was

at 'bnat a detorrent and oou.'l.d never give secur:.ty.
Evon if a. part‘icular fa.gto:y or aroa could hn.vo beenf

' 80 heavizly d@f@nﬂod w:i.th groun& weapons that a,ttmk
' on it meant wrtual suioic‘lg, which was certa:m.]y not )

I
possible :l.n the maor_‘of 194.0, the dofonce p::oblom

'would ot havu bean 0l q., i'ar o dp that for overy
‘ : caurity wpuld heve involved such

.an :lmenae pmductn.on of defons:.ve woapons' that tho

wp,r could ncvog heve béan wons - 'l‘he dofenoo of tho"
o ajnoraft imchzs'bm, "bhereroro, ‘as of' avery other

I iRt At

'branoh of 'bhe eéonequ of ‘the count.;y, wos proaomatly

ths conqem of Fighim‘ Ccunmnd, aince only ﬁghters

indust:y a8 8 whcle to oont:'muo worlcim; / " ‘
x

)
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: :Ln Ecanco 65ttendea

e a

. wom'addod to thelcomnarﬂ 'bet'm:en {'.he 'bogirming of

IR

Ju]y and the‘end of“Scpter'tber, with the omept:.on of

) ch:lof faotor tgove:ming expen*:.on wa.s g prodnction,

R ..21...

LA

x:l.i Go.n_glgg:.on.

1t is- apparent ﬁ:om all this that the collapso
T

©em
PR RD}

&y oonplmated tho taske of the adr-

EYEnE ol .
def‘onoo organia on ‘a:l: a ‘c:ime ‘when- the vma.pons avalle
u)q i .
am.e ware L:msuf‘ficient ’ accord:ﬁ'xg to the celculations
T kg

of tha An- Staff, to g:we sectﬁ'lty even in the more

favourablo situ tion 'bho,t ha.d ex:.atod prior to Moy

19&.0. Tho -nebd:for extension and expansion alsq o
coincidod wi'bh a pcrioa. when F:.g,hter Comand was re-

quipping e.nrl m-orgnnis:.ng after its ser:uoua lossos in
Ma,y and June. Gonsequently tha expans:l.on of tho ,

Command*s s'l:" 'th“that was.' 'o clearl,y ca.lleﬂ. for,

TR e

ha.w ‘boehi nocesse.zy to "roll-up" a num‘ber of fighter
squadrons. .h.s :.t we.s, {he! *fiow of new p ,ots émr:.ng

June ‘and. aarly Juiar was insuffm:.ont to

squaﬁrons ‘to f‘ull strongth, e.nd on'7 J‘uly, aurb T

beforc tho prel:m:.naxy oporatlons of.‘ tho Battle of

‘Britadn comenc‘“‘ %)

197 pilots ou-b of an esta‘blishment of’ 1, 504 . ‘I!e_ver-u‘
theleas the doumlanﬂ was oxtendad “in the aouth-wost,
& baginning was maﬁo in :Lts extons:lon to the West
malanaa, Wales, tm shoros ‘ot fHio North Channel., and

also fn Se" | \d as: a,c0 n‘{élcmantazy measnra o
R.D F. chain }md {-.ha Obaerver Gorps were cxpandoﬂ

in ‘theso droas, 15" P6r Aiedshivoraft Command, the

a.ﬁci tha was in‘suﬁ‘icient “Bo.make amr apprecn.a’ble

dii’ference to tm: equipmnt ava.:.lable annng the
/three crucisl




' a2
- threo 6i~uqiai’ umer m&ni;hs. - A1 that could'bo deno
wes 0. make tho beat uae of striotly 1im:l.ted reaourooa.

’ Here it acemed souna pol:loy to daploy all that could

Yo, apared fx'om othor areaa, up to the ver,y extreme of

o legitimate riak. in order to protect the aimraft
o :!.ndustzy. If this could. not be kept in continuous

!

lprnducta.on, the dofent of tha faghtor )
| fome we.s oﬁﬂy a n;aﬁﬂar of tima. Thus, itg" proteotion .
was o ma:l:‘ber of pwtioular intareat to Pightor Command,
'._o.a won as ta tha oountry at large; and th:.s task.
_ ‘.Ahnrl priority over all othera that tho COmmand might

 havo to perform. Bpt 1t 'would be quito wrong o

; mgara the i‘ightor Opqmtiona of August and Septembor
aa ba.ttle fought for the aimraf't inqlustzy. . They-
\vem .\to 3 m . "xtent diote,tad by tho German Mr _

. , Forca s a.nd Fﬁ.gk‘zter Gcmmnd fought off thoir a.t'bwks

. w:i.thout much thought for qico differcnces betweon the

' rprobablo targeta of the onqnv f’qrmtions. p
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. | L It As not pcssible 40" sot an exact term-bo the
. air oporationa. over this country wh:.ch a.ro lmown as
" the Be.ttle of Britain. - ‘Both 'baforo end after the
pér:.od whon' tho fight:l.ng was’ riercest, operat;ons tock

* place which qust be co;x_s:.domd; 4f not in detail, if

(}. ' ' . 'l:he sroa.t'bbgtt:!.ba' 6f August and Soptember are to be
© AH,B,II m/n.e, . ‘Proper] .unaars;ooa',  An.eppendix to the despatch of
Appand:ix D. w ST -
: = ,mM.r,: 'shal. Dowding shows the f:.rst phase of ‘the 'ba:bﬂe
) . as boginn:lng on 10 July.end last:mg unt:Ll 25 August,
., ibid, .pnrag.llpiz _‘bu-t hp.a.dmitﬁ that thore are good grounds for' choosing -

8 fugust A‘aB its--o’pexﬁng day, - Ciértéziﬁly it was not .
until ‘that d.a.tq tha.t tho Gemans used the large
o : fomos that wore “to ‘become 8- ‘common place during the
e g following six vecks, . Yot “the Pighting forizs uly
: . and the f:.rat woek:dn- Jh.lguBt\ cennot be ignoxed) for,"

) as wo shall sco, thy Gormens wm'e ‘slready experimenting.
| ‘with the policythat underlay weny of their leter °

‘ ) operations s nemely the oxhauat:.on of the Br:.t:.sh
:E:i.ghter force. o '

: : This was c@rtainly not rt;heu- a.:l.m when thcy ~
‘opcra:bed ovor this country in Jufie; - f‘or ‘practically!
o gll sorties ovo;' Englend wore ‘madd ‘at: night. Not
C . S L . /unt:l.l

g

"ditails of “every-gperation, grent oiid emadl, that was embarkted upon by,
" the German Air Fokoe étmimg this periods. - "90-da 56 would méan & long .
catalogue of . sort:uss .and. combats: which woulﬂ -only weary ’cho roader .

without helping hin to.understend. any more. ¢loarly, the dourse of gventss a

in ‘Ompia‘he., ‘however, unleas the wido geographigal’

The story would b
L. the Gpxmen oporations was shown, as well

and tomporal dis ri'hu on.
as’ the extensive'‘dount ]
Command. It has thereforo been decided to- append a-Serics of “tabics”

ving such statistical and other irformation as is necessary for thc
ull scale of. ’che oyero.tn.ons to. Be & pmciated add.it:.on,

figh t'brea.t 3: in co 1 o'n %&}% pf’ gs ur ﬁe duflence probl
as it to. O} ro ers on 't ound, an ilots tho
air, sﬁgufizﬁe eﬁFSEn ﬂi% hi dhyghoae pfe it i -
ggp g %%e vlooﬁomgn seggng.s well o8’ %ﬁea%rees. d; ory

(1) No. a.ttempt WITT 'ba mado ET) molu&b T ihe Tody of the narrative emm r

measuras which-thase. forced upon Fighter - _""




3 Gonsequently, througheu't Ma,y and tha firet’ days Qf e
Brit;nin were' i disturbod from the -
ey nei'bher by dey Tiog night; - " and this was ths '

.5

':‘»unt:.l 2 -I\r],v, :L.a-. vono'week e.fter the E‘renoh armieos’

had- atopped figl’rting; d:ld Gexman aquadron: 'begin

regulqr da&lﬁght dtacks on tergets.in this countzy.

Indoed it- would havo rt.m ooun‘oer to a.'I.:I. -I-.hat tho
'Gemans believod about the concentmtecl use oi' air
pqwer-'if. dur;i.ng..their land opemtions in Western

‘Buropb, they: hed divertod any notablo propertion of

their air’ forces to attack ‘bhe United Kingdom.

Juno thio pq"lle £

o caao, with the exoep‘bion of’ tho nights of- 5 and 6

June(u until 'bho French request for an amistice

on'l7 June. The J.ull was 'broken on the night of -

" 18 Jung when bcmbs ware aga:l.n dropped on and noar
,airfieldes‘ 4n Yorkshire 3 Lincolnshira and Norfolk.

.‘,.,Thencaeforwards Gbnnan adrcraf’c were over England on

“that no jess t)mu.n sl
- in 'bho opera.’c:l.pna, From whic‘n it yrould appear ‘that

‘which were “botebal °

maso a:htaclced & rurber

stoglworks at ‘Sounthorpe - oi. fght’
.- disgontinued it is: inpossﬁhlo to sy, Bt
| vigw of the fact thet neither‘KyGy nor K :
stetioned in Noxway and north-wost Gemmw, appear to have pltweﬂ amr "
part in the E‘rench campaign. SRR ’ S

(2) Except where Gexmen rec
: aoourate figures of t

praatiual]y every night &xring tha month. On:no "
night wero more then sovonty(2) airorast cmployed,
but :intcrcoptﬁ.ons of Geman W/P traffio ind:.cs.tod
partioipated

B tho Germans wero ’building up, ip ea.ch a nuclews of

crewa who wero exporionced :.n n:lght i‘:l\ving avor

Eng:l.and. An uvorugo gf forty._ fightor sortics was -
- madg- on each night ‘hat the Germans reided in -

eirfig




P R - ) Lr ; that Wpe oi‘ war prdduct;on, fo ,-vin tha:t ‘caso, tho
Germans would not onlv have attackpd‘ suoh worka aé
' ‘thoae of Dorma.n Long at maaleabrough, in muoh '

- 'grea.ter strength, but they would harﬁly have br:.efcé.

| | p:l.lots to ﬂy over . ' the ﬁidlanas, as thoy obiriously
K d:l.d, and naglect tl;e great conoentra.tion of industry
N There was somo debate at th:i.s per:.od, arfl no. -
* a AR » E dttle! soorn among the general pu'blic, over tho high
- o ' , propprtion of 'bombs that ell merfectmly ih riral
b Qf ' ‘ 'N,.d:l.stripts seem:mg]y far m{ay from mv wortmmlo
P
)

marahgll:l.ngpyards at'Mam =than t'iza:b of 29/30 June, k
/might well

o o w :strmgth, end these were about equally divid.ed betwee:
L e gt Bienhp;m ag:gaargns apa tnmy ot “the single -
‘ spa'her squbﬂrc;m; Ly 1 vt a
] ,;&‘ . near thg E t coast ’ bl:t so’xfe:s‘xt'ljzent:.on was paid to
o iSaut}x Walesv‘_zand‘ towelrds the end.of the month, the )
! ““ s route from: the Cherﬁourg peninsular to Merseyside wm; '
A 'recozmoxtred. The steelwori:s e.t Scun%.x{;rpe and
C e ,Midﬂléahu:‘ough, a.nd the B:illingham works of Imper:.al
{ | L 'r_."cheanioal Inaumiea, wem singled dut for a.ttan‘k. R |
ez y Aberﬂean, Hull, Middlasbrough, and the ports of South
) ‘, | L ,:Wales, were a.'l.l hombea, bu’c on so small .&-soale that
: ' - Lo it ca.nnot be mferrea. that the Germans were trying, "
? ) o, end faiuing to _‘aialooato tho work of thése ports, .
| '-_;Nor oa.n iti "‘_e inferred that tha; frequont atta.cks on
j( B - .' sete o the.gtesl: indust:ry were part'.of a plan 3
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ey
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Home Seom’ay Ds.ily
Approciation,
Zb Juno. )

e i

oxistenco and lqca.‘oion bf quch d.ucoys.

S e
anesd

less a.f;tank $o a],l‘but 'thoso who’apprcqiato thc groat
in@ortance of thogg par'h;l.pular yarda, for thoy aro

beon thq targe'b fer bom'ba ?ha:t a.p'bhplly fell in open

¥co\mty some dis'tance gxwey. _ The decoys for the R.A.F.

aa.lvoea of bom'bs d.uring Jﬁnc, and :.t is unla.kely that .
3 ertinns thnt succoedcd in ‘Bho:r

howover, tho bomb;ng would appear o

po:lntloss to all o;;oept thb few who knew of the

E chgrthelasa muph of tho Gomo.n bomb:.ng was

:.ll-dirccted,‘ and I:a:l,sas 1:110 quostion, what were the
dons, gna' "uggestion, which Gane from 3

‘anhea: o, the mnj,stxy or Home -

txie‘ét‘af:"réﬂf
Secuzﬁ:ty,,, Nraqx,that aome’, at least, of tho raids wore

- - Sesigned s niot, to produce ea:tensivo aama,go , but to
ona'ble a tnﬂe& programme to ‘oexworlqu out in dcteil as

a. pral'lm'lnaxy £0! a:rbomo :‘nyaamn. Acoord:mg to this
view, flights w&re 'beins dirccted towards, ancl bonbs

wore 'being GROPPGB- i?l open qountr‘y where paraohute
troopa would:ho leaaﬂe&. It is d.aubtful whcthor this
" was pert: of 'bhe German plnn, 'but, in amr caaa, the

raids woro worthwhile.;.ﬁo the Ganuans 1f only for’ thB S 5

kS o

.,,J was reallar
‘m"'\ e ' j s R /naeaed,,

N

Btntlons af Ootteamore and. Dishforth bo’qh received ‘ N

S,

C — e
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oy "Iellow" (later "Purp”‘

=27

" needod, -The 1f'o1'1‘ow’i‘h‘g”n§.ghﬁ; sirens’ were sounded in’
'_‘praot:.cally all :mdustrlal d:.str:.cts exccpt Lancashire,

“but only in the Pottor:l.es were a.ttaclcs of any con-

sequenoe carried. out. A new pollcy governing the
sounding of sirens: was requu'ed \mless a dozen aircraft

wore to keep the. wholc counhry alort nlght ai‘tér nigh-t'-

. and one was _soon in opera.t:.on. T needed no re-

organisa.tion of the a:.r raid. Wa:m:mg system. It was.
'based. q;mply on @ groater oautlon in-the dsspatch of‘ '
the "Air Ra:.d. Message Red" oxcept for coa.stal N

d.n.stricts, and o more frequent use of the: cautionary

") message. 'bu'L its effect was

-‘:mneaiataw nouceablo.‘ on. the night of 26 June,

'M:l.dﬂ.'l.esbrough, Norw:u.ch, Ipsw:.ch and Portsmuth were thc _

only a.reas una.er publ:.c wmmg, yet enerry a.:rcraft
covared as mch of the coun-bry as they had ‘done on
previous nights. . The, hew policy cnta:.led the danger

of bomba fnlling w:.thout warning, ‘a8 thoy aid in Coxdiff
: ~on the First n:.ght :1.1'. was applizcd. but it was & -

\

' countor to what wa.s d.oubtlcss pa.rt of the German

in'ben‘biona, a stead.v sapp:.ng of the stam:.na of the

i JBrit:I.sh ’poople. I'l'. is relevant “that Bom'ber Comana.
:;ha.d a plan for tho at{:ack of Gcmarw by night, which
was intended. to d.:r.slocs.te Gexmany!s :.ndnstry 'by kdeping :
‘..-her industriel dlstricts Lmdor sir raid werning for '

' most oft the hou:cé of darldxess. . Indeed. thero was

h:l.s'toncal ;}ust:l.f:.cat:.on 5,n tho roa.ds on England.
‘dm’ing tho Grea.t War ’f r oxpect:mg important. Yosults
-from thls pol:.oy. It was hopcd ‘thet a smell musber

v of aircraft would suffice ‘4o stop night shifts from
work:mg, the rest of the populatlon £rom sleep:mg N
and thus a.fi‘ect manstnal ou-bput. " Those who

framed tho plan rooogm.sea. th:cl-, thorc must be.an

/offens ive

'

.




: offenaive; eloment dn theso oporations, : a.nd thcy therc;-

- aroas.on sucoesswa nights so: that “the Gnrman publio
' mom three.t or a heo.vy atta.ckg A The main targets wero‘
fumaoce, port fa.cilitios and narahalling yards (whero

.osaem;lal lzghting ha.d to bo d:l.aplawed for as long as

i June may we;l.l hm 'boen ngerned By a s:.nular plan,

outpup’ of the:l.r a,tta,cks in 19154'-18. Small runbers of A

' ones oasily 1qoate& 8t nisht, were ‘& choap means. of - R e

‘ .England, and to reoonnoitre the routes’ along which

foro recomendcd tha.t at loast ono objective shoula be
atta.ckod in fair' st;engthl evory night, altoring tho S

would nover lqum 4P the edr re.id Wp.ming forotold & N |

to, bo aelf—illmnating, i.o. ooko ovens, ‘blast "

()

v

poasiblu) . L P : ' .‘1
J",‘ho Goman oporations over tha Umbod Kingdom ' '

BN SIS

That of. Bombor COumaﬁd was doaigned to offect maximum®
d.i.slooation at minimm cdst, and the enemy were doubte
1ess attpapted 'by the ‘ame proapeo'lt, especially as much

-of their a:l.r fome waa z-esting and re-equipping after

TR T sl e ey Y

the: E‘remh camgaign. Moveover the Germana, no less i

tha.n owselveg,~=were aware of the effect on ind.ustrial S
"bombers re.ngng over the wholo of this oauntry, keeping
the people awako, ana attaclcing, evan if the a.i:taoks Co
\wara only small., ta:rgets of poculia.r importance, or . .

A
ma;lntaﬂ.ning pmssum upon Goma:#s last onexrw ux;til
. the: full we:w_;ht of. her a:i.r am éould ‘be used. It was . .
- ,'_ by this means 1:0 fam:.liamaa [ 1arge ‘5‘{") B
mm'bor of crews with the pro'bloms of night flying over . f:{f»} ‘

Mo is e a e

airoraft would fly to a.tte.ok the me.'ln cenitres of . i
populat:i,on and :manstry. Whother the Germans wero '
alreadgr ;pre:paxing for the hoa.vy ‘night e.ttaclcs 'bhat T L
cmmnemed in the aut\mn, it is impossible to say a.t . '

th:.a :I'umtun's. In arv oase, thase operatmns are
| /:I.mportant
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important gor se, despita thc ins:\.gn:ti‘:.cant aamage

. ;s\t\‘ab;:gahéd‘:,hf.q? atta.cks‘ afte. _
tlzmuedto %;nmﬂa "lzhx;oughout Jule‘a;d:iugust. Not
unt:n.l tl';: 1o.st w;ek in A.ugust did tﬁa Gcrmans ccase

theso ln.ght:‘%uq: ;::xtenSivo n_ight ralds, a:htacking during

this pcr:n.od practical;;r ovory mdustr:.al aistrict in

e
same pattorn cpn- -

England a.nd Wales. , Such attacks wore a nightly back=-

EETRE S sqoEy DL
ground. to -bho gree,t day operat:.ons of thc f:rst t&wo

relationship, if any cx:.stod F"botwcen the two sorts of
)"[F ‘ N AR .

oporations w;lll bo cons:.dored 1o.ter;"

L}

i

‘ . fron the Genmn pom£ of v:.ew, was dD‘ub‘bJ.BSS tha.t they .

ST

‘. ,)' i’-

Junu, but wrbh tho

dgyligp.t. }

. and. Br:!.stol arca,

Tynes::.de ha.d. inoidents 'tQ reﬁéﬂ A munber of ‘worth~-

g et g

whilo tnrgets wero bom'bed, _'but i jn'éi; 65‘3@ was serious

dame.go donc. s Tho chiof merit of the opera.t:.ons, '

d.:.g’turbeﬁ wide areas of the country at little cost to
themsolves. ( Wo, for our part, st:.ll folt tha.t publ:.c

oa e d]
g

air raid wamings‘ Were ba:.ng' ounded too frcquontly,

' and on s July the War Cab:.net gavc :.natmct:.ons ‘that .

. tha' ”red." wam:.ng shou‘.Ld bc limlted a8 far as’

posa:.'b;l.e, to plaoes where scvere attack was expectea.

. t—-.,{" : "'""'i\—

mhe staff at Fighter Command d:.d their bost to obey,




B
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. w:.ll, . Ia.toral obedienco, hawever, \vonld havo moant
_ that warninga would ramil.y ha.ve hce“" ‘aounaod, if at

. au,.;for on no mghfg dl.wing,..June and Jul(v' 314 moro than R

yards, d.ocks and. cartaiu eo&'ts of . industry, such a8 - |
u steolworlcs, a.t all of whmh 1:.ghta woxﬂ.'d bo vis:o.blo . . |
i‘rom tha a:u:-, wpuld, ha.ve moa:rl: 'jeoparﬁiaing ‘the lives |
‘ of tho workors thom, p.nd ’chose who livod. noarby. .
Consequently, them was no not:.ceo.ble dinﬂ.nution m.tho

mnn‘ber of pu'bl:.c warnings, desp:.te the Wnr Ca‘binet's :

instruotio . A o .

- Wrth 8 fow o;ceegtmnﬂ, raids in dayl:.ght agains’b
I . inlanﬁ; targets durin,g 'bhis per:.od. werg cmied out by
singl; a:iraiaft o forma'bions of two of three, but the
dapth of ;ieneu'ation showei a newr determmo.tion on the ~
On 3 Juy. s:ulgle aircrai‘t flew aé. "

q‘?’?fw" .
‘ far as Be shiro
Waltham aerodmome, a FJ;ying Trn:l.n:.ng On:rrma.nd station,
ond the R.A:O 'c; dapot ok Thatchan,. 0n tho £ollowing

e.nd auocoaei‘ully bomhed ‘-White

' ai'tornoon bonibs were dropped noar the F:Ll‘l:on airoraft
factory outsido Briatal. A Tvzo days ~1ator “parrecks a:t )
| Aldprshot were damagod, end. oh 9 Ju:ly Boul‘:on end. - "'f
Baul's vmrks a.t No:w,ioh, caz-a:sff aofks ond 2 NE N

)
vV

‘ sta.tion as i‘a.r ai'iold. o.s Penrhoa :',.n Go.ernurvonshire ,~
| wa'ré all hoztfbod. in dayl;ghto At'tan”ks of this sort

were quite mvol,, and aafencc aga:ms'& thom ‘wes not

T easy.: ' . ' , ‘
‘ But thc moat :errgortan-t foa.turo of ths Geman"_

e IS ke ‘:_.',""

épernt:.ons Was tha effart against shipp;!.ng :Ln ‘hhp
Ohannel and a.ga:l.nst south ooaat\ porl:s. . Falmouth,
P]ymouth, ,Portland, Weymouth and Do!mr were: all bombed, ;
and there were seven a.ttanks on Chaxmel convoya. “Two

_ . /attacks on

-
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je o o '~ing et’f’er:h ofs; TS Gomand was .most ma.rkop., t}w;num‘bar
e e 'qr.s rt;l.cs dospatghaed; botweq G 900 and.. moo,nom .
géumped.i'rom,nil}ew 0ng: uly t('tho\hmdmdend e
[ .
r ) -t
e }Ghannol.f Firaﬂm -
5 § ' ."Fighter ecmanﬂ. muat o:pect a much highor ram of loss )
- {: B : in fig};ting to protect Gharms!, convoys than ‘it ho.d .
s : . . o
) Ih se p:i.lots wﬁo g'zggged\dasmczionwi' ‘
. immediately . availzble for operations. Pigures
: :lnciuﬂing woundod a.riﬂi S.n.']m'ed,' o.re giﬂi‘en on ;
. J L L - Vo < -bl‘.. l |
—— i . L ?

- e AT T TS GG

PR o '_uy a;a;mila:nn\mber of fightb:cs.

B e L

‘ .o ! ‘
¢ ‘ S o =3le | Jo
TR 'abtacks on: Dwer. dne-oni Portland and thrco oh eonvoys

ré*qmimi i by f:wgoon' 'bo‘ twout# 'aombo:»s eacortod ‘

!Ehe rasuﬂ.ts m;c
o é;néil; iepough. Onlar so'veh ahips wom sunl;, angd- ne:n.ther
f;,port;tand nor: Dovor'ho;’bomj m 10,bo.glosed. %o shippmg,' ,
bk o gix. ;g!;ting wm,ap
o promisad no: casy vic’oory whcn OXO intonse oporutions,

conpmnea 'hhc attaok:s |

o @ B ' . e f‘:j-bogan; E’:Lftaon fﬂ.ghtors n,nd t\éolva p‘.i.lots vrere lost:_ .

. “by Flghter cemand, as. agu:inst thb cla:lm of tho
o confmnci aastruot:.on of olevon bom'bors o.nd thu'tcon
o fightors. ~ Duz'ing all thoir opcra,tionswd thls

iier_:i., the: ,i‘mghtor pq,uadrons c”n:mcd. the destruction

} nt? twemry_ bom'hars o.n,ﬂ. th:!.rtggn f‘lgh.tors ot a cost of
B Beventeen aircrai‘t “and. i‘curtcen plloth(lj . The effeo-l:

| L , R ",of the new turn oi’ 'phe Gema.u cffort on the: comspond;-
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Geman bom‘bg:'s wdre aea'broyed wwhout Loss, andx thoso

‘over thb .m'iaﬂnel w‘hem ot 1east one of our airoraft
.had bdén l:os{: t‘or 'lmo of the emnw"s. Lastly, end .

S (J’qu:!.'te apit, £éoméy oaSualties that night be quffemﬂ, -
o .;tho 'burden ‘of: protoeting Ghannel ‘qonvays wos \likely

‘ 'l'.o be hewy. SThe' number of aorties that the Oomxanﬁ

';'sent out on B July wes well within: its capacity, but.

'
Al \

e the availa.ble Geman foxdes - N X
- e rodstion of Alr .Chicf Marshal Dowding ook
ﬁhe typical form of nBlc:Lng tho ‘beat of a situation

i '19:'6:1, aﬁd, ot the ‘aamo time, presQnting

hia views %o 'the M Ibniatzy in guite. unmiatakable

_ fe Accorﬁmgly, aan'ing tho 2-9 July be oa.rr;.ed

‘ out e. minot\ redéplomnon'b which tock thc i’orm of .

mov.'mg a ,umber ;,"’:uadrons ) formrd au-raelaa on .
'tho aou-hh o‘oe«a'b No.79 Squadron moved from B;.gg:.n ;
Hill to Emls;inge, Na.65 Squadron ﬁom Hornchumh to-
Hanston’,,and ND;.R}B and 501 Squa.drons from Mi#ﬂle
Wallop o’ ‘Wamall, whiieh, only camo’ into use 'by
fighters n 5 .Jul‘&. - From: ‘these stations 1t waa

possibme !‘or squaarons to moye more quickly to the
: ;pmtection of: Ghmnal sh:i.pp;l.ng. ’l‘hcre hed. beon an
analogous move to :f’omrard. e.irf:i.elda on the east noast
in the aammm of 1939. whon Gnrman attmks on. ‘
shlpping hed: ormsed BomS ooncern. * Also, on 8’ July T
( took over: control of the squa.d;rons‘ at - -
. mireys at. Eval and‘Exater, thus: reliev:l:ng rto.n
e - stoup af soing 'of “the wide: territorial msponsis‘bilrby‘
e enpadring hitharto. But An.r Chief: .

",""y?‘: ru

rena : ’gave Wa.md.ng, at a. confbrenoale.t his
heaﬁquartera on 3 J’u:!,y, tha.t i:f,‘ his ch wq.s

hoavi]y cox?mittpd. to the dafenca of ’ca:cgeta inlantl .
/it would

7 44"had Doert a:nagma‘ byt moa‘t;,,(one twentiath of :,

N P

ey L a1
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. k;H'AB'a‘ImZaZ/la,.. it would be u.nable to pmtebt coastal convoys. For

“ EO . . .1th:i.a roason he ;l.ool'ced fomwardjo %he ‘imo when all

" ocoan, oouvoys.lfor Ixondon wei‘o Passcd rmm% ‘%he' north .

. ’of Sootland., a.nd tho Channel restr:.eted o constal

. convoys of ;snwll sh:.ps, "so that the South Coost

()

, Atraffic rlops 1ot very much na.tter" A fortm.ght

Fighter Comand? la.ter he mafo it,oloar_ 'bo th. dr M:mistry that 12 ho
" Og¢R¢B. Appendixvj

Dowding = Adx Ministm was: to: underbekc o, protect sh:.pp:mg officﬂ‘nt:ly ho.

19 Ty, .

s, l..

<

mat,'ho.ve ‘IO squo.drona. v Ho po:mtcd. ‘out that
' reoont attp.ckb on shipp:qxg wero not ‘heing mado by ono
U0 o' two bombor.s, e.s was tho.case An. the provious autxmm.
and winhar, ‘but by strong ferma.t:,qns of 'bombers, .
1accompam.gd"by fighters. . In h:}s op:.nion t‘hree "
squndrons per soctor wem neodcd for no othor task

P thm the Rmtection of ahmyping, tho.t ao'b was to 'bo .

Qom proper:ly. :But s:mna the aﬂdit:.onal squadrans
tha.t were _need.ed ta. muke th;s possz.hle wem ‘not

available 'y
dou'btod whethup :H; woula. be poss:.ble to glve aduqus‘be

he felt 'bOund to s:l.voc not:.co the.t he

proteotion to. all ;ships: or oonvoys “between Lands Epd

T T

LI ‘end the Huniber‘ B

Ivest it shouldebe thought ‘thats the Comandar-
:Ln-Ohief wp.s 'bak:l.ng too pasa:l.unatm a view of tho

e general adat def?anco pos:x.tq.cm, hig, opmions on ancthor -

e aspect of the Fightor pm'b].cm, namely. the dofence of
our a:n.‘cﬁclds :Ln the south and. south—aast, are worth

oL noting. At a. confercnca ‘of hJ.s Group comanaers on”

o
o TANE ImgAle | 79y, Mr Vioe-.uarshal I@ighp-Mallory, a0.0, Noul2

(i) &% e moment oF WOAtAng - no?'

)

8. a&‘e 4a“.va:|.1a'ble to-show what' propo?E:.'
‘of "coegtal traffic paased “throu Ohéntiel ‘botween July ‘and- October-
@940, "It mdy be that it Was velatively-small, Lilt: it wag cortainly not
- -trus’of coastal treffic as a'whole that: it aid not “very much matters

“Betwesn July end Octiober 1940-acmonthly average 5% four million. tons of

. ocaan=going shi: ping wes sent,
wasg thiowh: on the rb:llwoyﬁ radiating e
‘Vales. . e

coastal shipping was: oleared in the yorts of the United Kingfom; and,
in gatioraly ‘this sort of .ses frenepdrs ‘became worg Lmportant -as-1less
‘ eas'b coas‘t ‘ports, and o Heavier strain‘
- a.agmv. L:werpool :and’South

/A
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- Group, expmssed 'bho Qp:mion that thieenomy would
‘a proba‘pl;y ooncen'bmto thoir atta.cks on those airfields

,:t‘or a waelc or sn aa a prel:lminary to invaa:.on To
..this A:Lr Ghdpf Marshal Dowd:mg replied. that he only

hoped “that. the Germana weuld do 4o, &s o spond @ woek

in that way ‘would exhaust tho Gorman squa.drons.nefom
‘invasion started' : whilu ‘.Li‘ t'hcy spent ‘a. month that - S

Wy their 105866 Woultl e duch thek thore wcm.‘!.d. be no . My
. ;!;r\vasion‘ P-‘t} al.'l.., Interesting]y enough . "in view of

whnt setially fook pleda, o wonb,on to" sty that, 1f
tho onenw chd attaok our airﬁeld.s in strength, the -
attaok would prdba.‘bl;y only lost abbut twanty f'our hours,’
Qlotrly onough, the. Gonmander—in-cm.ef aid not.
anticipato dofeat, but,. cqually clear]y, he was anxu.ous
that his comanﬂ. sho‘uld 'bo used in 'bheamost economical
fashion and n{ndcr thc mos‘b Payvoursble cimumstances, '
a.nd he di.a norb coﬁsider tha’t either of theso conditions
applied when h:l.a squgﬂrons,mre uscd for the _protect?.on 4
of shipp:mg. ‘This, wo are ehtitl‘eri‘to‘ say, was ,his . |
opinion,at the begimzir\zg of whp.t he ‘himself calls 'bhe '
first phasc of the Battlo of Brita::n, dur:mg vhich

. t.most of tho ‘pi&onga,gements were mspuod by Gorman . T

atta.clcs oh chamel cenvoya and the corresponaing Brltiah.,

.. effert: to mo%ect tham. :

38
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ii, Dispositions and Or anise.tion of the Gorman Air
o _Qrce C R o
h Dur:.ng the 1ast fortnight '4n Juno a.nd the

: fi.rat fom:lght in July we: da.aoernea mich movoment by

-German units, brought about parﬂy by the. occupat:.on
" of newly acqu:.rad. a:rf:.olds » end: part‘.']y by tho nocd
_:for re-equipmnt, wh:.ch acems ‘to have entailed the |

roturn “of. many um.’qa to Germaxv. By 15 Ju]y, hcwever,

- the bnsic deploymont of tho Gornwn ‘Ajx Force "for :Lts
"oi‘fens:.vo aga.inst the Un:.tecl K:.ngdom was virtually

comple'be s nnd it we.s poas:.‘bla, therofore, to teke

‘atouk of the un:Lts opposcd o us (soo Appendix 1l ). .

Tt should f:.rst be explamed that tho German '

UMY Forco wax organised in Aix; Flcots (hxfti‘lotten)

"~ on a. terr:.tome.'l. ‘bas:Ls. 'l‘lms, arrayea against Greo.t t
K Britain 'by tho bogznn:.ng; of July ‘Wore Ini‘tflotton 2, ,§

' Frams, Bclg:mm, Hollend and north-west Gexmany'; - ami

: Lni‘tflbtte 3, vhabr Géiisralrelanirshal Sperrlq

was rosponsa.ble -for the operatmna of all. units in the

:north and west of Frame, ufﬁégbte 2, -under _
Generalfelamarshal Kesselring, covered. north-cast |, T
: b el 3

: gf_iotte § undar Generaloberat Sttmpff, wes looated
.in Denmark and. Norwqy Each Mftflotte was made up |

" of one-or mare Flic erk Sy tho gommandor oi‘ whish '

) controlleﬁ. all’ units vnthin the area, alloca.tod to hjagl)
: Durmg the Battle. of Br:.tain, accord:.ng to -our informa=

“tion, gafthotte 3 contained Fliogerkorps IV -, L
' (Géneralobers‘t Keller) ini Bri.tanny, I‘lieggﬂcogb VIIT

- (General der Fliegor von, Richthofen) . in -thé Gherbourg= !

. Tours area, ond Fl:.egerko_xgs Y (Goneral 637 Flioger o ¢

von Greim) oo

oo ghter opera
-and the fightor cormnanden sxercised their. au‘chority in:. operntions

t wauld appear the.t N under eerta:.n cimumstancea, there'was an ‘-
.gxcéption .to-this. prinpipla 2,88 the conmnditig officer of a1l fighter
units within -a Fligmerko

der for-

d:.roctly rcspons«i‘ble %o -the Iuftflotte
a:tions. How' the I'lie@rkms commander |

shtora, :.a not kncwn.

r ,‘,”..‘,...ﬂ.‘...‘ ST




;Thea.r duty was: to test all types of amraft and.

: _35_ .

s ;.;von Groim) in the -Seine aren, 'but it is not known vrhat

imdar:.os 'botween ‘them, Undqr

- g_{tflo#to 2, worq *Flieggrko;gs I (Gencraloborat
- Granert) in north-sast Franoe, and Fliegerkgms I

. (General d.o Flieger Loerzer’) in Belg:.un. Also und.er
Kesselring'« conmnd. wa.s Fliegorkoggs X (Genornlleut-
©_nant Coelor) in Hollancl and north-weat Germany, which |

:specialiaed in nunolaying and tho mconnuissance and

atta.ck of sh:.pp:.ng. Luftflotte 5. contained

VFl:.egerkog'_ps X (Gnoral dor Hicgor Geislor)e R

" The opero.tional unn.ts of a Fliegerk_o_:g 8 WOro
the Geschwador -and. the Gx‘uppo. The. Gesctmader

normally cgntainqd. ‘three m, ‘which cach qontained T

o to Pour squadrons of nine airoraft, with an_

imfodiate Yeservo of threo. 4. special headquarters
sqq.aﬁmn waﬂ included :l.n the astablishment of a '
Gescm'aaar, and & lfnaﬂquartora flipght in thet of tho

) Gmm e, A w1l strongth, therefora, a Goschwader

contained one hundred. and. twonty six o.u'craft, includ-

':.ng roserves, and.zg. Sruppe t!'.:.-'tw m.ne. Geschwadern
. wero only fomed for: long range bonbera (Kmfgo'schw

m), a.ma ‘botbers ( tu:'zkgmfgosohvmdcm), a:lngle-.

engined figi,hters ( ggggeaciwadorn) and twineengined

'“"figbters (Zerst(*rorgesclma.darn » In the case of

i bomber reconne.laaame, army co-oreration ‘end 'coastal .
- ;fomations, the: _;g__p;g_ ‘of three or four squaﬁrons was
’-‘ the .normal: un:?.t. 2 In ad:l'i.tiOn there were Lo gesch-

wa.dem of banbers anc; fightors, These units wore part

" of a’ special Imhr dq.v:.sn.on, but they carried out
operations an phe ordnrs of tho conunander of the

""',..;__‘F]_._i_gggg:_lc_gr_n__ o whioh ‘bhey v;ere atteohod, ond - thus thyy

f"'wem part of the Luftwatfe's fixst-liﬁe strengths

/equipment

o~
S
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equipmen\: dur:x.ng s.ot:.ve opérat:.ons, and *bb report upon
a.tw altera,tions or :m@rovemn‘i:s tha.t mip;ht be nocded.
Offieera of high quality vrore usual]y araftod to Lehr

' un:Lts. :

o T lhe firs{: po:mt" to bo' notcc’l a‘bout the. German-

England south of o lino £rom tho Bristol Channel to tho |

N

i f'A.H.B. Imja,
" Amex B %o Report. .

::'N9037

aoploymnt wos that ‘tho oxtensivo area which had coms
:Lnto the enerv'a hz\nus, had been utilised, to broaden
the a.i.t' throa.t to tho United Kingdom. Long rango
bon'bera were now stat:.onod as fur vost a8 Bntam\y and

.as far norbh a8 Sto.va.nger, e.nd could reach cvory part

| of th:.s country. If thcy operated over thot part of

Wash thcy oould be eacortod 'by single-cnginod fightors, .

wh:.le norbh of thot line they could be acconpanied by
.tha Me 110, whose cxtremc opero.t:l.oml rengc was ‘

mokoned to be nearly f:wo hundrod mlcs. It followod

‘that oven if the Germans concentre.ted thoir attacks on

o rostrlctod arog, & minimim figh’cer -defence had to.bo

" maintained for areas outsido fthc‘mx.a;ln,zone ‘of opera=-

“ .

tion.

" Tho so'ooﬁil :i.mportaﬁf pdj.nt - obvious from tho

‘ ‘most cu.rsory study of tho Gennen dispositlons - was

that ‘the oner.w hac'l alaro mado use of h:.s new conguests
to conccntra.te by fm:' the highest proport:on of his |
strongth in northem E‘rnntso. It was -to bo cprctod,.
therefore, tha.t tho hcav:.cst Gorman. attacks would be
mado ucrosa the . Qhannel fron that aroa.. But wcst of
the Se:.no also ‘the Gemo.ns boaated o moon strongth.
Nea.rly half of thon.r total chve ‘bombor strcngth lay in

tho.t area, as well' as elevon f‘lghtcr groups and three

of 1ong range 'bombers. Thc oxﬁlanation may wc:l:l. ho.vo A

been, as was suggested by the Combmod Intelligenco
COumﬁ.ttee ‘on' 6 Ju:ly, th/:d; trm ‘German A:Lr Force had

N |

/boen aasigned.

{
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- boen asa:.gned 'bwo operating aroas, Tto eoch of which

-----
RIS NS

' ground fomes ‘had: also 'beon allotted for tho purpose
| JER of Anvasion, - The li.ne ‘between tho ‘two axees was
r . : . reckoned to bo f‘rom Selaaa. Bill to Hallfmc in Yorkshn.rﬂ. ' ‘i
,‘ » i But th:.s contr:.bui:od Little to solving :the :meed:.ata | |
F blon of deeling With the nass.air attacks, which '
' all agreed #ould bo an tnoscapablo’ ond vital pro~
.l:mina.ry to’ :.nvasion. Can that ~could bo seid early -

in July, after studymg the Gcman doplcymcnt and’ such’ V LI

" AT DT S

R attaclcsr a8 had ﬂmady ‘bcenﬂ mado,~ was that the wholo

_of' tho coun‘l:ry was liahlo to :u:minent attack, the south
Ra o coast and Channel. ahipping most particulerly, with a '
. ' _‘ strong poss:tb:ulity of attaoks in tho Portland area from
N the ooncentration of chvc bombers weat of the Seine,
"In other worrls, tho cmmtry was on the defonsive, the
Ge:mna held the initiatlve , and all thot could be: done
p _.wa.s to bo a.lert ‘to- tho first s:.gns of a coherent Gorman -

)
Plen of a.ttack. ."

.

,i:u. Gond.ition» of 't;he Gmqu_;: Air Forco,

_Nor could o.ny rolisble cssosament bo mc.d.e of
’ the eff‘cct of rocent f‘:.ght:.ng on tho German Air Force,

: oompaign, ond oarly :m Junc thcro hed bocn mihcat:.ons )

IS

{ R T ocrtainly suffored. heavily during tho French
b

L,H‘B.II‘H/MG, - that bomber uni'bs were ot three. quartor strongth, with
Enal.la and ‘20, ‘
a serviceab;liw rate. of- only 50%s But ro-equlpmcnt
- had boen proceeding steadily since.tho.ond of the
" French f:.ght:l.ng, which probably me‘ant that servicoo-

}

l
P
L

. ,;_'bihty rates, had. been ﬂ.mprovcd., . and tho procoss was |
stlll going on in the. middle of July. On the debit - [ i
Tsid.e of ‘the German Mcount could Lo put tho foct that - ]
many of tb.e ea.rriolﬁa :Ln Nor'thern anco Wwero unsuit.- _}‘. -

able for tho hcavier typos of Germen a:krcraft, - and-

there wa.a nlso somq ev:ndenoe that, in Juno ot eny - ra.’ce, - E ;
‘ /the Germs.ns ’ <o

P S SRS VL
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oo tho Germans found :.t élif‘f:.cult to bri.ng up all the

' ; -3"thore vias 1o eﬂdonco of a general shortago of- p:L'I.ots
L :':".‘:.',':' I A OI‘ aﬁ:t'c!‘&ft, erid, altOgothor, ‘{'.1101’0 was. 1’10 roagon to

& ,,-'.';' & e 'z'*'SliPpOBb that E\JPP],Y :Ln W fom ]Cl.'ba o Pactor ..

o O "'li.mit:\ng the sadpo of' “tho Gomm dpcrot:.ons.,
v. Di@ositioﬁs of MC@M&

"
, : In v:.ev of our :lg;norance qf' cnemy plo.ns and -
A\:‘.proporations, othcr than tHs' goneral d:.spos:.tion of
SR ; tho Geman Mr Fomc, :l.f."is hot’ aurpr:.s:.ng the.t tho v
S o a'baff of Fighter Cbmmd was concornoc'l. 1o extond. and
T strongthon the fighter i‘orce z'a.f:hor. than to speculato :
- N o
S
e a.c'hing deplbyment 'By which prac‘tica.ﬁy all, mportant
. N tnrgots ware oovored., no" me.ttei‘ f‘rom what direotn.on tho
: - Gdméns| lmmched ot a‘btabks‘ fee ippondix’ 2)s- "
s e 96ty powthowost s vestebliahorl Noel0
| R ‘"‘Group bon'h‘ollea fOur aqiiadrohs‘ at Pombrey, Ste Eval
N

. 'Ha:wich bo. e, Humber, there werg:  fourtosn squu.drons.
‘ and for the Equenne of the rost of tho oount.v-y,
" inciduing b :.nd\m'ﬁrial distr:.cts of thé north-east
coaat and southom Sco’clanﬁ, No.lb' G-roup ho.d. twalva .

. ,/ sq,uudrans. '
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Mpgt ob thia doploymnt was mthin tho

: fromwurk df tho oa.r‘ defenog syqtqm a8 it existccl in

,_;Mpy '1.940. That is to. say that all sq,uadmns, with

|, the, exocpt;on of thosc in. ND.J.O Group, wore based on

;eg_i:db;l,;shea,_segtor stotions, It wos only':.n the Nol10.

Grqup .area ‘tha.t oy it@ro‘ziaation‘haﬂ boen, necesaﬁy

aircraft operating from Bm,tamxy could outflank the
sqund.rons staﬁipnad at Pcmbroy o.n& St. Eval, anrl 80

" .approaph ‘thg Mic’llands over v:i.rtually undefonded oountry.

;;At thq othcr e;ctrorm:y of. thn i'a.ghter line them werc

oven fawor sg,uadrons. ) Onl:,r ono Imrr:.cane squndron a.t

.“Wic;k, and o.nothep at; Castlotown, a.asisted by a fow
. E‘leot ﬁ,:}.r dorm a:lxcroft, were -ava.:.lable for the de:f'once

of: Soapa EJ.ovx, while a third 5quad.ron, w:.th one fl:.ght

= a.t Montrose a.nd anpthor at Dyce, uas responsilie for

. jl;he great stretch, of coastline between “the’ Pirth of Toy
-md:wg;degg.; N ;ipvrqvor, “tho long fl:.ght over: the sca

| from the nearest German.boses. in Denmerk and Norway .

- _pnpoppééed::tb‘é" hope the.t attaocks ‘i'n.this' arca, while

A5"z_

(.., ¥hey pight bo froquont, yould not bo hoavy,. tho more
3 80, sin.cé', ‘yas Wo: havo notod, the. Gerr;m& order bf"be.ttlo.
‘:mdicatgd 'bho.t tha hoo.viost a.ttonks would be maﬂe

- da.rec’&ly pcross 'lzhe Cha.nnol. | ~ Aftontion wos focussed,

i r..themi‘ore, on th,e No.ll G;'oup arqo., and there the

.pos:.t:.on wes mdadﬁ. such o.s to dannt all but the most
) s:l:out-hearted, deapite the fact that the defences hai

b.een iong establialmd and were :).n good ordor. On

lO July, out of tha fifty 'bﬂo squn.drons in F:.ghter
comand that were oons:.dored fit for operationa »

twenty two werq .in No.ll G-,roup. .But in northe:m .

Frc\noe them wero ’cwclve groups of single ‘and twin- #
: eng:med. f::.ghtera, most of vitich could be usad for '

/escortins .

;and :Lt was thprc tha.t tho dcfepcos vioro weakest for -

,\)
. '"r?)

A

S



,-,,'eacort:l.ng 'bwa‘bgrs‘ 3
' tha.rty groﬁqu{'i,q ,fgm_.pjognm: c_twé}sh -cal'ais,'m Halfre

o T e e
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Fhelis Lottor thore worc ot loast

and Peris. If thesc un:.ts wore up to ostabl:.sl’n’nnt,
| .‘nu 105\ ,than onc thousemcl bom'bors end w

'f

f:.ghtora directly threatcnou thc No.ll Group arcte

It was truo ). of oourse, tha.t many of tho squaﬂ.rons

‘ ;monmz.ttod « could. bo lookcd on as a rcservc from- which '

~

e to reple.co t:chcl end doploted sg_uadrons. - But it was
precisely in, th:.s coxmcctlon that the. Gem.n‘s-ha.d one'g_ ‘

outstand:mg s.o.vantago , thcy could mass the ‘bulk of

the:.r forces ago.:mst one part of thc country, where

S

B _onl& a portion of our a.va:.lo.blo fightcr force was

E cloployod a.nd, at the same t:me, 'by na:.nta:.nmg the

thrcat “to other aroas, forcg Flghter Cor:ma.n,d to kocp

‘ .cons:.dcrable forcos a.way from thc main zone of

operot:.ons. Fightor Gomw.nd, in ‘ghbrt, wes suffcr:.ng,

)

“all the d:.sadvantages of bcmg heavily outnw'lbcrod.

Perhaps tho most s::.[,m.f:.cant of 0.11 guugcs of the
. ‘ extent to wh:.ch our élefona:wo propara.t:.ons had 'beon

outpe.coél by the sw:.ft march of events is that thc totdl

fightor force 'wo:t.lnblc in. Ju:w 192;0 was one squadron

: less thr.m the.t force ‘which, pr:Lor 0 thc watl, had. been

rcckoned a suﬁ'ic:»nt dcfoncc aga:mst thc Gema:n

’ 'bornbcr fome operr,\t:m;' unescortcd i‘rom Gormgx itself,

Gorman operations dur;mg the first phase of
the 'battle are best canszdered wxder thrcc hesdings:~

Ay Dayl:.Lht attacks on coo.stnl shipping and
hnrbcurs. :

i:.. Dayllght attacks on inla.nd targets.

:I.:Li. Nir_.;ht cperatmons.

be Of N
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outsmo No.ll Group munlcss thcy also viere” hcav:.ly R v

%
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, ¥ Praotica‘llw' all lossos sufi‘crcd by 'both éidas
resulted from 'bhe f:.;rst 'Iypc of opemtn.ons, as only

- then aid the Gema.ns employ lo.rge famations. . On
oleven &ays d.urmg the four-wcok perq.ad convoya Woro
'm:umm of Naval a.t‘backed. ’by more tha.n nine Gomzm bon'bers, ‘u.nd in most
LT co.sas 'by mcre than f:l.f‘teen. " In noo:c]y overy cose R,
s 'bhe 'bombers were escor‘ted by o.t 1ba.st as many fiah'ccra. a ~
: “In addition, there were sovcntoen reports of attocks
’ on convoys by 'singlo cnomy aimruft or smoll format:.ons.
’ With -these attacka shoultl be assocmtorl thc ra:.r.'ls that,
P ' . were carried out on harbom's on the south, onst and.
‘ cho‘bta.sh coasts. of thcse, on]y Portsmouth and
© . Portland: on n Ju]y, and Dover on- 19, 20 ond 29 July - .
. vwere attaolced by largc formt:.ons, but tho Orkneys,
‘ Peterheaﬁ. A‘bera.oon, Ioith, I'a:i.mouth, Plymouth and the
South \‘{ales porta worc also su‘ojectod to a.ttacks whmh,
though 1ight, viere - in somc casea froquont. :
| : ‘ : Tho da.stribut:.on of 'blm Gcman offort wes
! . ' orthodox enough, ieee. it i‘ollcwod tho pattern that was
Lo S e be expected. 4n vi.ew of thc dcploymnt of tho:Ggrman
: v S A:.r I“ord:o. n Attanks wem c-\rr:.cd out’ on shipping o8
_ i L far north as Cope Wrath;: and in this ‘aroa the
4 Orkneys Neore also bpm‘ped. In south—wost Englo.nd
J ) N o daylight a.ttacks werc maﬂe on shippn.ng in tho - Brzstol " Y.
| . s Channel, a.ncl pr -Bor Wost as & rundroed. r.u.les off Land‘s o \{

: ,End, w'here an armad,merchant cruiser wos’ o.ttncked on

| "4 July,; Tt hod'been manifest from-thetr dis-" |
positiona tha.t tha Gomans werc co.pahle of rcach:mg
. i out over the whole of ftho Un:d:ed K;\_ngdom a.nd. the
E ' 5 . neigh‘bouring wo.ters; a.nd incidonta such o.s these
| . ware a Ixcaotioal daxnonstmtlon cf the:Lr abihty.
- ‘But i’c was 1also- significant thut ﬁﬂe on:ly ppemtiona
' . . [fof any

e,
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reported. whereas, &8 Wo, \ahall shortly 8ee, insome of

 the attacks in the. S’tra,:.ta of, Dover a8 many as one

PRTSE lmmdred. mcraft were emgluyed. This emphasis was
( reflected dn., the losses oi‘ memham; shipping through
W . a:Lr atta.ck.. Thus, oﬂ the nmeteen vessels, totalling

z.&,poq, ons,; destroyed by airerai't rmma our coasts,

- coastlbetv-reen the Wash and.‘Lalnd. 5: End. Thaae were t
“ Ba:btlei ‘of: Britain, with the'

ST | place shortly efter dwm- Dn J.O J’u.'ly, for example .
" a Domier; a7 was destroyea( ).neaz; Yermouth’at osao

S .haurs by, Sp_itfm of.'"‘;}b 66 Squadron. Other encuy |
aircraft wore: aﬁstive about. the seme time, However, and

" the. Germans dcubtless ﬂ:r.acoqered wha.t shippmg wais
mav.’mg in bhis areac i Cmsequent]y, at 0820 hours a
acuth'bound cqnvoy was attackad fo Lowestoft, and three
hours la'qer, another ooxwoy 4n the same erea was
a.ttacked, :Ln eaoh case 'by two aamraf‘t. Such attenks '

were :i:l no way unusual. The ‘Gemans had. 'begun to
mako them in October 1952, ,and had con’cinusd throughout

R A AR R /the fongm

‘.‘(m)mhroughout th:.a nmatm whemver figums of Gemap“ aircraf} das'h'oyed .

are given the sourdé is th¢ 1:1‘.31: of allowa'ble ) ccmp:lled at -

I‘ightér Comend BR-.; -




4

LI
T

O g

P

T -'- ”ﬁa wbnmz -mw ana sprins» Thoy were umlly o

can‘ied ’but w pairs of’ airovaft, froquently :Ln cloudy

wéathed, -~an& unless S fighter eaoort vas in poaith.on

avar g ednvoya, ‘the :enemy aizﬁz‘aft Wes 1ot often”

ﬁiterceptad. § ”In $ho first ‘of thehe attacks an the

- 10th a aect:ton ‘of wo.ﬂyz‘-Squaﬂron was patrolling the.

oonvoy when two Heinkelé uppeard. ’ One of the Heinkdls )
ul Was shzt &dwn and the convoy: ﬁtemned on undamaged. i

But in. thg aecomi oase the convoy wag. unprotected from

I\

thé a;ii"‘ B.nd & tv#o thousand “tori vossel ‘wea sunk.

.‘{us 'bof‘om*thi.s :Lndicent took place an o.ttack i , :

R af.’ o different oharwtez* Was l&mnohed aga:ma‘t & convoy

att’

‘e oﬁ:‘ Margate. : It conBisted of tquorn:.er 17'5 or

[

215'5 (:.t s mt an’ easy matter “to d:i.at:.nguish betwoen . ‘.
' the two) esoortad’by 1o less than th:rty Me.lOB's. . No
serious a.ttankiwaa ma,&a on the convoy, wha.oh suffered.
ho loas, bk Gonfused: and n.nooncluaive i‘:.ght:l-ns

develqpea betweah the. escort: and some twenty oﬂ cur own
,figl}terar, % dréwn :Brom Ahe’ Hornchurch and Biggin Hill v

‘ .w‘-sgato';‘s'.A With thﬁ.s a:xcep'hien, ‘th Gormens only em-
% ¥ baried ¥ upon: oho ma.jar opera\tion during the day, _This" :

-
' wag: i’irsb ﬂatec‘ted a'bout 1520 ‘haura when signs of u

conoentra‘bion behind Colais ere detected by the R.D.F.

sta.t’iuna in Kingq At the time & westbound coastal
convoy*was off Dowar, and a:b: ea‘wmrei‘t from No.32 ' ;
Squo.aron had 'baen dﬁ.reoted. to pa,trol ity They were in U=

Y poaitioﬁ when the Gem\an t-'omtions a.rrived et 134-0-

1550 hdw‘a, ahﬁ airovai’t ﬂrom Nos.lll, They - 6 and 56

R Sqtraaréhs also. axﬁveﬁ‘over the Straits between 131..5 and

" 400 Hours,. - Ounpilota esti}na.ted tha.t there: were about

© - twenty: foux: Domiora at 4,000 feet, twenty Me.llo‘s at . .

8,000 feet, nn& tWenty.Me.].OQ's at a s:.m:.lar :).nterval.

From the eombat reports it vrould appear that tho- )

ensuing fighting took pla.oe chlefly between fighter and v
. /fiahter ‘ |
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. f:.ghter, and only onc ono*w 'bom'bcr was shot dovm,
But wo. hu.cl solld grou.nds for satisfact:.on a.t tho out-.

~ ,come of tho flght:.ng. Wc clo.:lmocl tho ccrta:m

dostmct:.on of seven of 'l:ho cnen'(y a.t a cost of one
pilot s Whllo the convoy lost only onc four hundrecd tqn
sh:Lp ’ lud:icrously sne.ll roturn f‘or 8o great an effort
on tho part of the Gcrmans. In tems of shn.pp:.ng )
dostroyed, tho enony had. more roason to ‘bc satis:f‘:.ed

wiﬁh tho achicvement of a ‘solitery a:.rcrai"b which, at

the t:Lno ‘of the operat:.ons in the Stra:.ts, "slipped over

from tho Brest pen:msular end. offoctively bembed the

«harbour et Fe.lmouth, s:mk:.ng one slup of over six
thousand tons, and’ sr.tt:.ng on f:l.rc two othcrs of soven

thouaand u.nd s:Lx thousand. tons respcct:wely, onc of

'wh:l.ch wo.s lator a.bandonod.. In th:Ls case the "recl“

werning wes only roceived two minutes bcforo the nire

“oraft bog'\n to bonb, an :.ndicat:.on that the novily-

.formed into]_'l.:l.genco- or['unlse.t:.on in thc south-west wos
not yet worln.ng with proper qffic:.ency.
These oporations, end those on the following

'ﬂay, sot thc pattern for anti—shipping operetions

rlur:.m; thc whole ‘of this first phase, Thoso on

1l July were a porticularly good exarplc of the methods
; tha.t the Gorme.ns usod; and of the aifficultios that

were forced upon our’ f:.g,htcrs. :
Soon after d.awn on the llth cnemy reconnais-

sa.nce airoraft were ac't:.vo in the ea.stcrn a.n(l central

Channel, the Thames Estuary and. of £ the Bast Anglisn.

coe.st, where one, a Do, 17, was . shot down. © Most of
thoso in the Channel woro first detected when on a
southerly coursc, and 86 .none of cur fighters viero
ordered off’ tho grouna., although a convoy was moving -

eastwarda across Isym ‘Boy-.. Tho situation romunod

/quiet until
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quiet unti’l 0730 houra, 'but shox*l;];y aftorwards tyo

enenv format:.ons Woro dotectod off Ghorbourg ona '

northarly COUTEC, . ‘Ph‘mc a;trcraft of No,501 Squadron, ‘

which hné. tekcn—off e.t 0730 hours $0 po.trol tho:nz' base
at Wan'mll, were ordered ‘cowards the briomy, while g

| Flight, No.609 Squa:.ron, wos sent up from Vermwell to

patrol the com,roy.‘ Just before-0800.hours sbout = ..
?ifbeen miles south of ‘Bortlend tho thres aireraft
froii\ No.501. sQuaa.'mn siphtod ‘nifie, or ten am bo'nbers ‘
flying at 7,000 foet, W:Lth 9’bout twenty: Me.lOS's holf
e m:l.le 'beh:md a.t 12,000 f‘oet. ’.l‘he comba.t roports of
No .501 Squa.&ron havo_ not ‘ooen proaerved for this
particular action, and ell that is known for certain
ia tho.t one of 'bhe 'bhree aa_rcraft wa.s shot. dovm, When
' No,609 Squadron came :in‘bo actlon a.t 0805 hours they
found tha d:.ve bombers gl:.éh.n{; o a.ttaclc ‘the convoy.

Honours were i‘a.:z.r]y even in the ensuing combat. . Blue-

section ‘of the’ flight movod ‘to attock the bombers,
while g,reen soctlon actod as reerguard, not very
suocessfully, however, for the oncvw fighters 'broke
through :ondl shot dovm two of the three Sp:.tf:.res in
blue section as thcy c.'i.ved o attack. "But one’ Ju.87
was - oerta:mly des-troyed,, cnd rion¢ of the ships in the
convoy wore losts | All the enet:v airoraft had.
disappeared by 0820 houra. L
Dur:_ng tho noxt -bwo hours the woathor

deteriora.ted and there we.s llttﬂ.e e.ct:.vity. At
092..5 hours one enonw aircraft was ovor mid-Someraet on-

its way norbh, 'but no fighters were ordered to -
intemopt it as 1t ha(l bocn found best: to :.ntorcept
ra.id.s of this kind, uhioh were usue.l]y for

moonna.issonce 5 on tho roturn aoumey, when their.

_oourso showcd that. port of ‘the anoh ooast thay were '

/making fore

v
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" making $or, - At 1015 hours ‘¥B" Flight, No,601

Squedron (Tangmero),v dostroyed a lone Dos215 off

"the Isle of Wight. Th:l.a anmraft Was on o wester]y
" ‘oourse and may perhpas *have been seorchmg for the

‘ convoy ‘that had been baribed off POrtle.nd.. Otherwise
. there AWasl-‘nosignificant‘ actlvity. . .

" Just after 1100 hoirs "AY Flight, No.601
Squadron, were orc'lored up to intercept the .
reconnaissame airoraft dotocted earl:l.er. ‘ I-I:s- mission 4
had npparent]y been to’ recomio:r.in‘e cenu'al and south-

exn Valess . But by this time (ther.e were elgo signs

of rénovied sotivity in tho centrel Chamel, although

* " the woathor wes ‘5‘1::'5:11 cloudy, andou:r fighters were

diverted to intercept a ra;;i.d vhich was making for

' Lyme Bey from the @irection of Cherbourg, This move-
ment took tho flight’over ‘Poi*tlo.nci, ‘wﬁefe thoy '

sighted an enenw form’aioxi ‘of some sucty aimroft,

- the timc, according to- our pﬂots, wes between 1130
- anﬂ. 1135 hou.ra(l) - The efomy consisterl of sbout

fji‘teen Ju.87'a at 15,000 - feot, escorted by th:rlv

to forty twih-engined fighters arzangod in five

sepa.re.te Yyigh formatioris a.t d:..atbances of ha.'l.f a m:.lo
to throe or four miles bom.nd ‘the. dive bombera. i “.'»:
" As " soon as the true. pos:.tlon was known at

No.lO and n Groups, moro fightors were sent into.

" the air Si.x ‘adveraft: i‘rom No,238 Squaﬂron and
© thres aivoraft from Tou501 Squadron took off from

/W oll ot 1142

("‘ Nu precise e@lmatlon of this surpriamg eneo'tmtor is possible, el

thet con ho:said is that "tho R.D,P: stations either failed to detect,

" the enary altogether, ‘or élse the R operators plotted s major

reid a3 .o single a:.mraft.




Da.il\v Smmy of
. Naval Bvents,

' 12'3uly 19,

Squadrm.

A

Wamwell ot JJA.Z andnllb'o “hours reapeotively, ahout ’

_ths . same b - 'bhree a.ix‘orai’t " firom. No.87 Squarlron and
nine from No.213 Sqﬁaﬂ:ron 1ort Exeter, ancl tho
roua.maer of No,601 quo.dron took. off fron Tangrerc

at: 1155 houz's. Al:l. fbheso un:.ts, vr.tth the excop’cion '

‘

oi‘ No.alj Squnﬂron, mede co;ntac'h with the eneLyy, but

. nong of" thom WeXro . in~ tirn to .mterfere with the “borb=

ing; of Portland, which tovk plme at 1153 hours.
Howevor, it oon have afforﬁod tho Gormans little

- uatiafa.ction, for tharc was no damage to- the harbour

rand on:ly ono- mrohont vopscl. waa hit, Oredit for
th;l.s shoul& go to ‘the six- nﬁmraft of No.601 Squaﬂron,
and to the:lr gqc-ﬁ :E?ortune in having the a.av'antagea of -
greoter’ hei.ght then: the. oncng,' and of being: botween ‘
- tho enew -and the sup. Thus they were eblo to dd.ve
on ’ch.e enamy- 'bombara, and :.nﬂiot saricua aamaga on
then, . 'before the esqorting fighters qould mterfem.
No JB.S'I was olndred as cortainly: dostroyed., but. sﬂx
| were -8t :Least damaged ‘py this :.nitial attack,
By -the t:.me that the othcr defendmg fightars
can‘e up the emn{;; was diaange,gn.ns, ‘and the eneuing ‘
combata were neurly aa.l betreen fiuhtar and fighter. '

‘Copbat Roport of S/I.dr It wa.s noticod - thc.t 'bho roarguard of Mo,110's formed
"Jos. Dewar, NO.B? '
e oirole) & manowwa which wes to 'booome femiliar

to our pilots as one which oneirv f’;ghters freq,uently
a.dopted when they m.shoa to keep tho fighting over

- one’ spo't, ‘.'m o/rdor 1o allovr tho bombers to go an’ to
their target, or to wi‘ahdraw, mitlmut be:x.ng intecr-
ferea w:.tha. Our sq,uadrona emerged from the combat -

= conv'.lmod that. they had found tho measure of the
Ee.llD‘s, end cla:\.med, “to ha.ve aastroyed ‘oight of them,
:l.oaing nei}:har aimre.ft nor pilots themselves. In
a.ddition, the Portla.nd Ay, gunmrs claimed t0" heve

dnstroyed three a:.mraf‘b. . .
/By 1220



" """Tanmm &% the’ tins, ‘was dircoted tonnirds, thio
. enenw, who Gme s’cra:.g}ﬁ: ‘HHOBE - 4Ha Channel to vthe'

_ By"1220 hou:‘s tho battle w!m cvor tmd the
3‘enenw a:lm:-e.f‘t were mming 5 Franoe. For the

naa:t threa Hours ‘ths’ hatinel Teindnod fairly froe of

enony mtwementa, Ehough’ iﬁ “thb Thamos Estuary thoro
'were ohr or -two 1igh-& utte.‘cblcs on convoys. - Suich, '

' v‘.Lull wo.s ‘not urmsual, as'for sdmo aaye anemy operat:h:m p
dn the: con'bra.l Ohannol a:;i»ﬁxg the daw haél chieﬂy
S eken plano in the momﬁ:ng, h“nd had not moommemod

until a.uslc, when tho f:.rst of ths night raiders bagan; L

"o nave across -t;owo.rds “the, south obast, - It was,

theraforo, o unisusl 6cbumhce that, at’ 1‘71;.6 hours,‘ SR

- a. f‘oma:bién of enéw:v a.i.rcraf{'. \vaa located on a north-

'"A‘erls ocmrs"e about fif'&ebn mileé north of Cherbourg,

and No.601 Squadrén, which waa paimoll:l.ng its 'bnse at ‘

' ’

:‘westem em‘i o!‘ the'Isie of Wight. About 1750 hours
(‘lorders were alsn given to ‘No.]h.S Bquadron at Tangmore o

","'to mtercep‘t m ehonw and twea.va mu-mms tcok-off'? '

et :Leoo ot Shortly ‘bagirs thet time No.601

o Bquadron oatiy 1 gbrtast Wit tho oneny formation,

A ‘which Wa.s claarly niak:Lng fon'Pbrtsmuth, and found.

s a‘,‘mmﬂaprf,@r\;..ghe e:ﬁm

,-:.?'.pz‘dteatf,,tha o

| ’"'thwb 1t consistod of 4valvé Hoinkel 111fs, osorted

by & sim.‘lar xmniber of !&.nﬁ‘e. The engagement

took plwe at 18,000 feet, one flight a.ttackmg tﬁe
B boumers and’ ‘Ehe ot‘ner & Tdnbing o ongege the Ma.no's.‘
V‘ *The latfor éeem o’ ’ha.ve maﬂe little a.ttempt to

; pnd t'oming 8 n;l:mla, .

t};t)l;él
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AL Qf om q# our f:l.ghﬁers(l) Novert}mless,\‘
pvractioql;l,y ) 1:' the 'bombers maintained foma.t:.on,'
for whexz N9.11+§ Squadron‘cam into tho fight . they‘ .
found elqven He,tnkels f]sd.ne; sauth, end away fmm '
o O thamouth, with only one or two fighters in the
IR vioinity, By ‘thon: tho Hoinkéls had Lilreaﬂy 'bom'bed
o i R -Por’cammth, dropping upwu'dp ‘of twenty H.E, bom'bs, ;41
wh:tch, ampngat othar daxuaga, started a fire at the
mra,ft'raqtazy of tho Mrapoed: Oompamy. No.u@'
: Bquaﬂron, therafore, vare, not in’ time tq prctect
i e the tm, But in the. rmning, f:l.ght which ensued. as’
et . tha. Gemena rqtimd eazoss tho Channol, they olaimed
A=Y hq.vq daetxoyad throg of the Heiriels,
b, Gomponten ' |

v.:..‘~"‘,‘.'> ,'

This mo::'ked the end of daylight operations
in tbﬂ Ghannel On 'bho JJ.th, a:n.d the ond of the
S _ harﬂost i‘igpting that B‘ighter Oomand hed
o . expe:ﬂenoed ainee th.e foll of Frence, ub it was -
FEREEN | o'bvioualy mlar tha beginning of the German offen~
| aivn. Tha ;‘ighting ‘on theeo two days con:f:lmed
Ai.‘b Oh:i.af Mgraha;!. Dcwdd.ng'a fears thet :Lf rt:he
Ohannel oanw,va beoame an obaeotive of the German
at’aaqk, an, dmuanae bwden woulsl be pu'c upen the
simaﬁrons on ‘the: Sarth coa.st. On,ly amal], oscbrts“ '
~cavld bg ,p;’ovidoﬂ. for the oonvoya, in wh:lch oase | [
thwe was always a danger thai ‘an’ eacort might o

- ' v

;;;;;

.t

. . /was the . .
(55 '.Ehacla:lm@ mm%oqﬁa‘t"ﬁb‘ S The Squadvon aHoWnt %o one -
Hoinkel and one Mie210: des d_fcu;r Ha:l.nlcels probebly dastroyeds
. In ths squadron ‘operations I pok the result of the. game ‘eotion -
" .48 given as six Heinkels-and:ons Y4110 probably dostroyed, while in
' the "Y' Form rendered da:l;ly Wy E‘J.ghter Gommand. to hir M.’miatry it is ,
shovm aa’four Hedinkels end one Ma.1l0 Qaatroyad.' and,’ four \mapecifiea Gt
_adroraft probebly destroyed, W. whiich .ave: the. figures given in Nol11
Group Operations Reoord Baok, ‘exdept that theve the unspecified edrw
_ ‘oraft are dascribed u%.llé's, Tt is not easy to.reconcile these .
- yardous gtatements after 8o mich time has’ elqpaed, end it oppéars that
- it was: nobnay's auty to. d.o ao at the tine,

Y
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‘bhe oe.ao {n tho ac“bmon off Portle.nd on the

' morning of ‘the llth. Fo:: the opere.t:,ons on both 10
"and 1 July showed that whilo the. R.D.F sthtions ,
‘ usunl]y de'tec‘bod advancinc cnenw fomations, thoy /"AWV
.coul& not -gJ.vmﬁs rlo so i timo for the controllors

a'b ‘NO&410 and 11 Groups Fto put a suffic:.ent fn.chter

forco over the ‘tart'et. ) In the contral Ghaxmel the

. Germans could build up thear fomat:-.ons outside’ tho
‘eff'etct:.vo ra.ngo of tho R.D.F. stat:.ons, and, in

conseqzenco, eneny fomationa éudﬂen]y appearea on-
the opemtlons mom tablr.s whon thoy JTera a.‘lreaﬂy
fly:mg d.:h:'act to their .targots. . Furthermore, as
there wag: & time-lag of the order of four minutes
botween the. detection of a ra::.d and. :.ts plotting in -

'tho oporat:.ms roéom ei.thar o.t sector or Group hea.a;-

quarters; tha "’cme m?ailable for mteroept:.on was cut

dmm by 't:h:na ‘amounty Added to th:l.s wag ‘the néed for

. watchinc; tha mvemnts of araid. for some ‘monents as

thay woxe. plottod, before the controllor could

aeoida what squeﬂrona wero to doal. with 1t. It wag-
" for all these roasons Ahdt none of the raids in the
: oentral Oha.'nnel on 11 July’ waro properly countorod.

bofo;m “the: enenw alrcraft ha,d relea.sed. tho:r,'bombs.
In tha case of tho ratd on Porbland Just ‘befom
noon the splend:.d. dash of No.601 Squad.ron put the

- dive bombers off their aimy but the other squadrons '

tha:b took part in tho engagomnt only. arrived when

" the 'bomb:.ng vms ovei‘. In the e.ttack qn Poitsmouth

_one! of tho two sque.drons which ma.do contaot with the

- enenw only left the gromd as. bom'bs ware falling on

thetown.‘,,;’ﬂ',‘--‘;.—
@he taotical situo.t:.on undor]ying the

B fighting m'ther ‘east, overrthe Straits of Dovery

/wa.a somewhat

e i AT e L
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wes somowtmt a:l.fﬂqront. Thero; on-10 July,. ’iiho'

:"R.D,F. sta.tions had dotaoted: tho assérbling of @
. large fornmtion owr the mfields in tho Pes dc

PR

Oa.‘l.o.is nearly twenty minutes before it arrived over

. ‘the Straits and bago.n to borib 2 convoye. Yot whsn

the eneuv began attankinc 5t 131;5 hpurs on]y one
fl:.ght of f:ghtars was: actuo.lly over the convoy.

The. four ether squac‘lrons ‘thet, ‘took par‘b in the ﬁ;ght:

arr:wed one 'by one in tim only to taok.'la the
enemy?s: f:.ghters, It would appear that in this -
parti.cular :mstance the controller was at fa.ult in
not getting h:.a aquaﬂrQns aWay earlier. ‘But his
dutiea needad. a-gense of ;}uﬂgment ‘amounting to a.n

. intwl.tion. Ha d.arod not send squadrons into- tha _
o e.'lr in any strength when the first signs of .a 1arge
raid were detooted, for, 1f he . did, and the raid.

,t{n‘ned cut ’co bo morely & Tuse, the squaﬂrons would

probably be retumin[, %o refuol when an aotual

attack devaloyar],, Tho, safost method waa und.cu'bted:ly
. 3o vesirvo the’ ‘bulk of iho. f:.ghting foroo until the
. eneny a.u‘oraft were aotually moving towards their
L target. 'The Asnge¥ was that tho i‘lghters might

arrivo too 1at.e to :Lntemopt ‘the bombors, as was the

casc: in this paxticular instencgs
But :l.f our f;i,ghtora had not been able to

in‘berfere w:l.th the anet:w's 'bombers, he latter had

K made surpr:.singls 1:lttle uge - of their opportunit:,es. :

One small sh:i.p sunk on 10 July’ one damaged o

. Fortlend and a few. Frmh ohasseurs at Portmnouth

on 11 July, wes tha sum of their successos agedinst

" shippinge Dama::,e o, the o of Portmouth was

» slight, the fire ot _tho u.:l.rspeed factory was soon

exhingzﬁ.shsd, nnd production vias:. not a.ffected.. In
/th:.s paz*b:wular

i
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of H.E. bom‘bs dr0pped was smaJ.l in proportion to.

53 B ‘ . ' _

PRI

: ,,-this purticular raid. it wos-: noticod that tho munbor '

the size of tho eneqy‘ f‘omn.tion, end this .

) .k.phenomnon w'as froquently obeervoa during the next

two months. At the time it wos hold to be due to

: the, ina.deqw.\nies of many of the French airfields,
..which. could not 'bo usod by ful]y loaded" 1ong range

bOIﬂ)erB .

L There were :Bew remo.rka.‘nle foatures ebout the'
) actual flghting, oSt of wh:oh wes .)oined at
) 10,000—15,000 fect. Our. own pilotl considered

| that the ie,110's did not protect thoir bombers as
- they ought to have done, a,nd ‘this wes oerbainly the .

case in the ra:n.d on Partsmouth, when No.lh5 Sq_uad.ron
found the Heinkels complétoly unsscortods’.  Nover

' thaless, most of the combats took place botween -

fightor and f::.ghter for a reason already adﬁuccd,

. nam];r that ms‘b of our aircra.ft only e.ppeared when

the enenywas retirin&» - D e

At ‘this time all our aimrai‘t hed not yot
been frl:ted w:.th constmt speed airperews, nor ‘were.
all fizhter fucl tanks az'moured or encased in - self-
Be,aling, fabric, " end to thet extent some of our

‘ pilots were handa.ca.pped. F:.tting part:.es were

travelling round Flghter Canunnnd at th:Ls time mak:mz,

: the necessary altera.tions to aireraft alma.dy in.

. gervico, whn.le the manufaoturers were beginning to

' : p:mdnco a:rcraft in wh:.ch these two :.nprovements
' were emboa:lad, The cight ¢303 guns wiere usual:ly

et‘fectiva, but thero were a few reports - and these

' from e:q:erienced p:.lots = of bullets striking

‘.Do.l?'a without e.pparent roault. On 'bhe whole,

howevezv, the flght:i.ng revaalad no :anox\'tant ma.k-
A frioss :m our .

Y
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:B'ig;iter command L'L
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: course, ﬁJupoasﬁ,blo to chack theae olains at the t:une i

nesser in owr tightars, whereas, in the opin:lnn of"
ow: o pilots i :l.t ha.d deflated the lugh reputation
o ‘the. ue.uo. S : '
' Oertainly, when our olaims were bala.noed
againat our :I.osaes, we - ondoyed a. handsome margin of"
superiority. Ii‘ightar Command olnimed that “in ‘the
big enga.gementa over the Stra;its on 10 July and’ off
ﬁortlana and Por‘bamputh on 11 July, fii‘teen Me.llO's, :
seven Heinko:l.a 111‘5, ong Dol17 and one Ju.87 had.
oertainlx ‘Doen d.estroyed, at’ a. cost to the Oonunand
“of four pilots and five aircra.ft. It was, of

praot:ucal’.l.y all tho fighting had, taken plaoo over
the sea. and ooncreto evideme of ca.sualt:.ea wes
ra;rely o'btainod. On ‘theso. tvzo asys only ‘o German
, Orews wara rescued. from ‘the- Ohamel, both of them
:Ln the Straits én the 10th; a.nd only three enou;y
a:irc&'a,ft cra.shed. on 1and., all on the llth.
wore Me.llo‘s Which camd d.own ngar Por’clwd, ‘the

other wes @ Hoi.nkel 111 which cro,shea on Selaey boach. '

Thia discrepanoy 'betwaen the muber of aircrai‘h .
olaimed '[',o havo ’been aestroyed, and ‘ths m.unben of
whioh definite ma‘cerial -evidence of: aestmtion wos
o'bta:med, applies at all stages of' the B@ttle Qf
Br:.tain(l) and. parf. of the explanation is tm-
a.oub‘bedly thaﬁ m&m’ enemy a.imraft fell into- the

1

,-'.

Sea. - PO

Y

I.t is more ‘than, lilcely ‘eha:b :I.n thase ee.rly
deors oi‘ the ‘ba’ctlo tho Gemans Wore. Jore sucoesa-
ful than ourselves in rescumg the:.r pilots frcm
'l:hs aea.. According to infoma.tion obte.ined ea.rly

) in JuJy i‘rom prisoners Wi, haﬂ ‘boen emplqyed. on .

\/ﬁg—ﬂ—y—tﬂ—d

(1) See Append-’lx 35
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C I .whan o.:.mraft such as tl'w Sprbfire anéf Hurncane ~

X

Ao 1(K ) Reports, A th:l.s sort bf work, a. German o.:.r/sea roscue orgnm.sa»'

Mo’ 156, 170 189/1%0.

) '.}'been fomea ‘befo’ vNorwogia.n campm.@, .

. , . "x‘ and. Yy Juil,v contamod atvlco.st twolvu é.:mraft, most
‘ e ‘ § of" which, i not al.'L, wore He:mkel 59 floa‘aplanes(lz - ;
L ._"" ‘ We, for our pa:r."a, haxl no a:m:raft 5pecially al'lotted.' 7
. }_j“" c to thﬁ.s taak.’, e.na. such Wero baﬂly noedod. Expor- '
o gnoe: durin{; ‘the £irst mnths of iwar had shcvm thalt
o ali(,hted Or; the sea. the hoso i.meda.e.tely d:.vod. 4
g vart:.cally under wa,ter end ’che a.ircraft sank mtlﬁn
-. a !ew seaond.s, But it was not unt:.l fighti.ng over
the . Ghmmel beco.me a dai.ly feai:um of operations that'
. th.e probloms :mvoived in 'builr]ing a rescue samce

+0n,15.July, Adx }.ﬁnistry

g »_'we:m Berioualy taakitea..

F:Lghter command. O.R.B. :Lnfomed F:lgh'&or commnd. thnt arransements were L

Append:ix Ds. o
‘ “ooing mado with tho Adm:.ralty for motor boat patrols .
o to e carr:led it oloso inshore; when f:l.ghtmg was
" taking placc, and ‘bhnt, in “the: meantmc, the many

. small cra.‘f't rmmd cw:' coa..ts which: the Adrzirelty

T oontrollad » hero. vmra over threc htmdred of them =

‘ ) ’ ‘haﬁ 'beon signalled o keep a: genoral watch while “the
: : R | a.:ir ba.ttla wa.s dn progceas. 'The ‘Aix Force itsclf

| ' aasistoa.‘by mov:.ng f:wc h:.gh spocd lmmchss to the
SR No.u Grotp p.roa., ‘ong bemg stationod at Calshot, Sa

two at Nowhavun and two at Ramsge.te. These -

E o S leunehes' were controllr.)d Ty OOa.stal comana, and.

muests for, their asa:.a‘kanca oould. only e sent _

T ke oF e eAToT ‘ - , e
< amother o’ Ramgate on 9 Filye.. :Both Were' oléarry marked with red orosees.
and wers unarned; and at ipast one. cragy wes i-egistered with the Inter-

: V‘nat:.onal Red: Cross:: author;bbics at Geneva, though all wero tra:med air- .
mem'ber of the Fb , '.l‘l&b & Tion Were: cer

ogweq%egg l¥h ‘bh?

« .ﬁmg nea',r.

' ?‘t;ugr:ft:‘gnVoyz‘?f?mﬁu;%gger
@ o ' Jw‘ “$he' Government. &ormally pra- .
i:g'i&éﬂ. ainst tha use of the Red Oréss synfool for reScue work of this L
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. S’ﬂﬂ-so’ D.O.A;B. -

all- Oo

O Septemher- -

Prmcipal ]

floatplanes ’ whioh could both soe.rch and roscue, or,

al{:emat:r.veﬁ\v, e.;i'craft‘uh:.ch souids co-opomte with a -

o ‘rnscuo 1B.unoh and ao‘t; a8 its eyea, so overcom:.ng wha{:

[

wes the @oat‘ﬁhaé‘vantagc of‘ the la\mch, its lirn:.ted.

hor:.zon. ; vnot t,lntil early Septcmbor that .

arrangements‘ ot ‘o mp.c]a for a number ‘of Lysanders to- be

' stationed in Nos. 10 and. 11 Groups “Poi th;i.s sort of -

Tk

R '.I.‘hc wotrbherb dm'ing 'bho 'rcst of Ju]qr and ’che '

ﬁ;cst weok J.n Aug.;ust wes not goad, partlculartl;y- betwaon
14!;. Q{Ld 19 JuJy kmd ,30 July end 7 Angusb. V:.s:.'bility '
. wes frgquently 28, lcm* aa two or, throc miles, with the :

cloud 'baso at; 2,000 3,000 feqt. i Th:l.s appears to
have gow:med to some cxtont tm :Lnoidenco of the
- Garman attucks, wb,ioh wom atrongqs’c and mont f'requont

' during the laat foptnlcht :Ln Ju]y. .

The ,pamod san soma tvmnty five raids by

: ﬂfomtions o£ mam tha.n t\relve German almraft, seven .

ox them in, the pon, of Isle of. Wi;_;ht - Por'blund, and -
nearly &1l the others over or ngar the Streits of

. Dover. On.'ly dmp a:tta.oka af a.ny strength were made

north of: the !Ehamaa Egtuary, and thesa will be examimd.

“vres e.iroraft 3 proforably amphibms or ’_

‘: Pl Squa.aron (Ile‘bden),, .

. &u‘ec‘t 'l:ha. tha request was a'bout ¥ be made. ‘But tﬁe’ A
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:J\v Summery of Na.val
Events, 13 Julye:

. -57-
were patrolhng. the convoy a.t thc t:um, but they wero
not ablc to protoct :Lt :E'rom 'bo:mg bombca' - end m.thin

a few momnts a two thousaqd 'bon vcssel had boon sunk,

‘ But this vras “tho end. of tho. onemy‘s succeus. The two

o esoorting a:n.rcrat‘t wore aoinod by o section of

; Hurncanes from No.85 Squadron (Murtlesham), end .

togethor they set a'bout the Heinkels ‘l:o such good

_ purpose thnt four Wore eJ.most certa:.xﬂ.y shot dowre

‘., The .crews of two of ’chose vrero la'bor rcscued from the

soa, end provnd to be merbors of III/K. .53, which

eowe mew to be: -te.t:.oned near Ld.lle.

- This e.ttack took plaoo in on. area in which

the - Gennans could. not eacort the:l.r bombcrs by single=-

- cng;:mecl f;ghtors, and it muat hs.ve demonstrated, con--

ibids 16 July

clus:.vely that w:l.thout some sorh of escort borbers

would be fortunate to esca.po w:.thout heavy losa.

On only one othor Occ;\s:u.on am'in;; July d:.d tho Gerlm.ns

Lleunch & s:i.n'd_‘l.ar attack, this was on the 15th when
the. mather was vcry cloudv. _On tha.t uccnszon
twolve Do 215000 swoopod swﬁ'tly down £rom, “the 4
clduds and ‘sot two ships on fire 'before tho- eacort -

‘again consisting of two Hu::ric..nos - could :mtorfero.

A As quiclc]y a8 they camc the Dom:.crs mt:.red.

In the channol :|.tsclf tho Germans fared

‘better in. that whilo thc:Lr losses werc hoavy thoy at '

:lea.st shot- do.vn 860 of our fightors. In all the

mo.aar apore.tions -over the Cha.nnel, 1.6. those 1n

F:Lghter Ccnmand
. " Porga

'

'A which. fbxmt:.ona “of cswrtea bombers ook pa.‘r't ’
. “betwacn 10 July end 7 August we lost forhy nine,
‘ }ﬁ.lrricands,'Sp:r.tf:ras and Defiants, and th:.rty of

(1) . Th:i.s wes the report of o pilots. ;l:n fact, thc a.mrcraft were probably

Yoy llO's f‘.:'om X

.Gr.210. ' Bee nota R

[y
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Oonsolidated Combat .
* Reports No.610

* Squedron, 2% July.

'v."'-EiB-,-‘ "

our pilots vore k:llled. “In the sama poriod. m:ui o

o duz'i.ng the same oparations, owr pilots clo.imed to
'ha.ve destroyod for cdrtain one hundred and eight
. . -enemy afl.rcrai’t. - The Coxmaand as o wholc, :Ln all
- operdtions asainst the' onery; 1oat seventy fivo aire

" oraft and forty pilots, and cla.imod to ‘have dostroyed -

ong* Inxndz'ed end sovonty one Goman a.:.rcraft of pll -

Witu‘%ho exoop'tioh of the attocks thot wore

"nmpde on Dover: horbow, all ‘tho lexgo eneny roids were
| directed e.ga:.nst ahipping :i.n tho Chennol and tho

Themes Estumy.' Thoy ware carrn.ed. out~by all typcs
of German bosbor anﬂ. fighter aircroft » and & great

© variety of tactis was diqplayerl. Ju.87's were used

over the Strai’ts of Daver and further west , 88 were -

Dorniar 17‘8 a.nc'l 215‘ B, but Heizxkels wore confmcd.

to- opera.tlons clruofly in the ‘central channcl. Both

1

‘Me.lOS's and. Me,110's werg used in each of the main

zongs of’, operatxons. . Chanco- Voufht 156 dive ‘bonbers
were bol:.evacl to- have: taken part in one of the a.ttscks
on Dover on 2)+ JuJ.y, “pnd though no other ovidenco was'

obta:.neﬁ beyoncl our pilots' reports, it is unlikely

" that. eny’ Geman ai:roraft could have been ma.staken
- for tb.ia type of machines A much publioised fighter,

the Heinkel 113, wes also reportea, but” here, t00, nO

' conoreto evidance waa “over disoovered. ~ Hen,59's

continued tu be used for roscue work, nna. our p::l.ots .

continued’ to ahpot thsn down. Six of them were

‘believed to-have 'b’een deatroyed -'a.uring the monthy -
The Masserscmudt Jg?uar - thb Me..‘l.lo equ:lpped aa a

v e

‘bomber - and the Mo.109 flghter-'bombcr wore boh .

employod on. &, small number of operations.

/It is
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It is Aiffioult to sey what proportion of h

" the Gormen Air Foroo wes involved in the July.

.operations, At the time the figure of 6 ~ 10% was

edvanced, but wHat was mire irportent was that the

Gexmens. were o‘bviouail.y working up oil their wnits

~to the po:.nt where they could be usod as a whole -

Adr Ministry Da,ily.
Tolegraphic, Intell:n.gome
Surmery, Vols L

‘AT 1 (K) Reports, =
© Nogl71-225/19404

- -against tha United K:mgdon. During the month all

Mfggao]:madem, oxcept K.G.'s 77 end 100, end all
‘bomber roconna:.ssance ruppen wore identified,
through w:u'elcss interceptions, as tok:mg part in" .
opcrations age.mst th:.s country. Th:.s was partly
conf:.rmed thrcugh pmsoners and wreckage takon from
crashed Geman a:.rcraf't. Amongst the thirty one
alrcraft which wero found botwoen 10 July and

7 August, wore roprosented eight £ cschwadom,

iw‘q J eschwa.doni “one Zerst¥rergeschwader, and

- five W"co-operation and bomber reconneissonce

Gruppen, It. would sppeer, therefore, that the July

" phase was one in which experience of cpera.t:.ona

. aga:mat Britain wes spree.d throughout the whole of

the German Air Forces:

- Thc frcquent changes in Gemtm tactics in

the.-operations over the Chamnel eare pro‘bably 0Xe -

’ pjla':i,ned by a policy»of training end experiment

preparatory to opening a full offensivos From the
12th to tho 19th the Gormans followod thc pattem
set in tho first two dqva of 'the phase, and these we

" have examined in some details On fivo days out of

the eight’ the Geimens opcrated in strength,
lauriching two or ."l';h;r'ee- r&ids,: considerably
sep'pra;;i;ed. in time, either in the central Channel or
‘the Stra.’:.ts. The targets in every ‘case were

convoys , and. the German method, he.mg built up a

/hixed formation

et v e e o
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of bombers a.nd fightora over _the Fremh oOaat, was o

.'move :Lt quick:l;y to the- target, without any attemptz
_at comealment. ; Then, fbhed.r bonibs ho.ving boen Te-

lease&, tha bormbers would rotire as q,u:.ck]y as they
3 oould, leaving the ‘osdort to act as roerguard and fend
off: the a‘btanks of our ﬁghters./?The defendiug
; 'squadrona uaually arrived one by ome, too late to, V ‘, ‘ r‘&
interfore wi'bh tho actual bombing, though on_ two e
.oooaaiona, aut of the eight ma..jor operations over 'bho
Oha.nnel during th:xs pariod, tha enciy ‘bombers were
. s.uccgasfullyv engg.ged as. thoy ;'et;ljad. Tho :wéla.tmve "
frequency of combats with 1:ormers end fighters is
e . . reflected in our claim to have des'croyeﬂ f‘if"beon
© eneny ﬁghters and eight fbombgrs. Gertainly Jc;he
Germen Tighters .shomod. 1o umiilingness to Pight,
A On- more “than one occasion they atawed fighting over
o L the-Straits longor than wels neoassary if they wore
mare]y out 'bo»"pro‘ooct tha-m:buemnt ‘of tm_bombers
- they ‘had eﬂoor’ced. They 'néz;nally"én;joyéd the
eﬂvanta.ge of hoiaht, having usual]y come ', over at
‘ 10,000 - 15,090 feot with the. borbers . five 'bhousand

~ feet below, and. our qm ighters had usually to ‘\ .
I olizb to ensage theme Gonsequenﬂy, the balama
‘ shoet of cla:uzls and losses was - 1ess ir; favnnr of thc
dofence ‘than for arw comspond.ing period in tha . ‘ :
whole phase, and’ our 1osses vers fifteen aircmft end ‘\Ji\

. nine pilotse One engagement in-yhich Fﬁ:ghter
Command: guffezged unusually heavy casualties deserves
- ;ecording 4n soms Adata.ﬂ.,‘ as'not only does 1t -
o 1}1lustrate- the general oharac’ter ‘of the fighting -
: ove:r -the Stra.:tts, but it was held: at ‘the tims to
‘ ; signii‘y tho sarious limitatioﬁs of sams of Fighter

o - © Oommend's eq.uipn?ﬂt- _
&) ]A a 44,,.” o/ /w:s A 5125‘”“"””“
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RACEETRE after nbon on 19 Ju:.y the R.D P

" P i a:raraft oxie‘_“he BB, e Oalaa.s. Jror some tam o
;, . mvum:rt tov;dr&s the. Btraits was notif:.ea but it Lo
| ' K ‘w&mld appear tha’o ahout 1210 houra the onénw m.tst
! o 'ha.ve v across, fof at. ;1.215 hours Ju.87's wora:
e ) - ‘*foported 40 bo dimbmn‘bﬁxg we; dystroyors ix Daver
(“:" . - }":5.".h.a::¢botn-. Tt was not untdl 1220, hours tha.t any
PR T dofonai Figators 1026, the ground, and af that .
e L _' I tim‘No.lll Squaéron Zoft. Hmk:mge, %0 b followea.
e ”.‘_“""'Lton ninutod 1atdr by nizg. Dofients of No.u..l Squadrony’
& TR [’,Nc'»:lll Bquaamn Wais: d:lmcted towerds Deal at o height
. ' of 10,000 d.’eo‘b, and were to}dto expec'l: enenv “
:'bom’bcra. Of' these thora was no. sign ‘but 6ho of tho
' ‘ ,": "‘:‘pilo’cs smw & fbmation of o.baut twenty Me.109'a
[. " i 4 'further to tho south between Folkes‘bone s.nd Dovci'.
1 W -.»M“ i Ovring +6-4Ho. i‘ailure ot ther sguadron leerlar to =

x5 ‘pecbive 'bhe measo.go wh:ch wes- pasqed to him on],y ona

'flighc ‘of Nopl1l. s-,uaamn changod. coume to attack
h‘“f o ’oneriy ‘~£1gh‘tera-. These by thd.a ’cime Wore
T - attasking No.m Squa.c'h:on The lattor hed been
S o o {ins‘uﬂa.cted o fly towa:»aa Ca‘p Gris Noz at 5,000 foct
: "._‘_-'.Ejbut ‘when' gt southiof Folkostono they: had been
surprisad by a squa.&ron of Mc.109's which d.i:wd dam;

. - o then: nut .of ¢ tlu‘sum Presumably tho ensu:mg )
‘g ’ O R 'figh‘h svmng nortmmrdp ancl thwwas spotted by
DA ; o é'No.lll S@aﬂrom In sthe, ﬁrst moments of the- f:.ghb,

ST ..whanv the enemr had. the advantage of surpriae, 'b.vo -
', ‘ : , and in tha subaaquent
, fighti‘qs. whan cond;.tzons were more’ equal, the in— -

R férior:.ty ot the turre'& ﬁghter wass Badly e:nemphu- |

ﬁad’h !By e.t'backmg,‘, om dee.d as'bem and below. tha . :
7 g Me.109"s wem able to wo:ld .return ﬁre i'rom our air' .
' * ) ':: .' e /gtmners, WhD o
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»gunners, whp wqrenonlar ablo to bring their funs. to
,'.}boar -a8- the. eneny . pp.aqu awn.rt]y by on the beans

:ﬂo,lll Sque,dron, £or izhair part, coul& not got a.own to
R Lzive. direot _assisthupe to ‘the, Defiants, for there . -
S WQro more Mp,,_109!s ot 103000 - 15,000 feot, a.nd. it

T waa 'between thpse he:.ghts that the mrricms went - ‘}'
BRI f,_d.nto sotiony . A '_ o i
Itis:mmoasible tobe’ ewe}wwmarwcemmn B
. ighters wm destroycd. No.‘].ll Squedron claimed to
o - have shot dpm ‘bhree, a.nd the Dof:!.ants mey, he.ve shot
A /s f dovm as’ ‘maty a8’ :t'our. fBut whe.tover was ﬂm“saore :
m C % there Was oy ona lesson to be 1eamod, that it wes '
Grolma Tl 4, a& folly b send’a turret Fightery guch as the Defiant,
‘adf'/\/’* QA intoactmninsnareainwhiupitmightmeetthe
. ”/, § 7" A .'9». | : .109, Of the nine. Def;uanta on:l;y ttuGe'z‘fetnmed
JAARA ' ﬁ safqu, ana of the- e:.ghte@n pilots and aar‘gggmers
fouz‘ pilots Were: I;illed and: two wounded., ana. s.’us
‘ 32 R ,d oy g gunners wwere killeds To_gomo extent the heavy :
o il iy TY IS (/é losses.vere. du!a to th :mitigl aurprise the ne ’
S MLM 850 e t?!IV
' ST lueved, amI this ‘in.turn wag: ane o the action of
A,a N the’ controller in- orﬁeriug the: Bquadron to £ly at a.‘ o
| A/ . : Sl ‘i-elaitivel_y»ﬂimg;;heﬁ.ght, w:],thou',h any overhead protcct:.on. .

'..ieﬁ Spitt’iré and Hurrmane aquaarcns nad frequently
s of boing initielly é o
. surpa‘iseﬁ.. Thamoral of it gall wes olear enough,: and a
' ] ,-i;wo aqya iaﬁerfﬂmm Squp.dro:@ was moved from the .
'Blggiﬂ Hﬂl seciaor to: Presmick, ;o be followed on.

SRR -the eh.thw the only o‘qhar Deﬁant sq_uaﬁron in the

. ma.nnged to avoid-the conﬂequeme

Lo - ’-_"-_-- Conmiand; No.zﬁl&, sibtoh: -Was - tg'anai‘erred from Duxfond o

Lo xuvuén-m-maaey. zw “neither of the &WO mw

Lt - gtationg Wes" thare nuéh lzucelihood of encamtering

o R .' o S r': T /enemv fighters.‘
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Hdreg rhod, ﬁherb h&rl 'beqn sufficient, wam:l.m;; for

ST aﬂsqﬁa‘ﬁe aei‘enﬂan(: t‘omes 10 be brou[,ht up and two. .
R S@Wcma ‘and-ope’ flight from Tengmere end.
&:‘\?armell woro over the convpy, anrl agein the enemy:

' “petiredy | - nten-in: the day,. howevar, when this ‘serne
‘Lf;bonwy was Off: tha Neeﬁ;l.es and, Was being pa,tmlled ‘byr o

a PLight" A NQ.M Sq.uadron (’-l-‘anmere). e hoayy -

"attaok vias pressed home n,t about 1535. hours by a

" formation of Demiers and Mg, Jaguars PrOteoted by e,

o 109's." Another £light of our £ighters, fram No,238

“_Squa.d:ron (Fie.:mrell), was only d.:.reoted to.-the convoy

after. ‘th& attack hacl begu.n, thouc,h it had been in the
‘ady since’ 1505 hou,ra, _ ﬁ. flight from No.609 Squa.dron

k CWamwell). ha.d ‘halcen off abgut: the same time ‘and was

also dﬂ.recta& towa:pda the .copvoy, - t for some Teaser

RERET fa&l‘ed?#o .ipt‘azpeprbv. ‘ All this can only lead: to

one conolusi'on, ‘thato the Gemans were unwilling to .

atta.ck whan oupe fightara wcre ‘eldready in- poait:.on :m

in -dome- strength over,. the targe'b. Later on the same

‘ aay the- Gemwns were detgcted. concentrat:.ns a‘bout tenA g
: miies north of : Ohor]:ourc;, and in’ vie\v of *&he earlier

el a:ttauk, ‘three ﬁl.:l.g;hts VIgTg,, daapatched to :join the nine

Fightor Comhand

0uRyBo- Form 540,

‘ 5 m@mt.

- a.:mrai‘t thet were aJ.'regdy pe.trolling, the westbounrl

convqsr. - Acain the enex:y avo:.dad com'bat, approach:ing

' .vrithm fivo miles: of the conyoy. and then retiring,

26 Jaly. there were three similar incldents in the

f'Is:Le of" wmhtx or'Bland e.rea. " Nomeof the raids
appreached olosar to; ths 0088t than Pive miles, and :

a.’i.'.l. aaapeamd 11: gur :pilots to set a course for Franco

R a.s soon as ou:a fif,nters were snghted. The s8ms . thing,.
s happenad. ~in-the: Stnaa.ts oﬂ Dover abaut 0900 hours on

»l.

g "f’l‘o%rﬂsxtha end of. the month a varn.a‘b:.on ot

i sdopd: d 'th ® This ‘tOOk-
‘l?[{‘;gﬁ“tacfhics e, ° 'by nenv. / he form'

S SN PRSI 4



4

Fighter Comisnd "Y".

Form, 0900 hours,
29 July.
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the form oi‘ ma.mtammz; atrong fighter pa.trols on the

. French. s:.d.e of the channel from calais ‘to Chcrbourg,
-pa::tlcularly m thc Stre.:.ta of Dover, On the gvening
. of, 27 July patrols up to fifty aircraft strong were

mainta:l.ned off Calais for over: ’chree hours.

ocas:xona.lly feint attasks Were made’ and the cn@:v

"tra.:.lad h:.s coat" ‘within tm or th:nee ma.les of Dover. .

}About the same time -on the. following day ebout fifty.

a.ircraft forme& up bah::.nd. Ce.p Gr:.s Nez at-30, 000 feet, .
and. No.ll Group- put 8ix squa.drons “into the a.u- “to meet
the axpected e.ttazk, but none was made. : Samlar
‘tagtios were a,élopted on 31 July, and. aagain on 5 August.
Interspersed with thia a,pparont timorousness '

were & number of oparationa -in which the Germans showad

: no distaste i‘or combat. On 20 July at 1300 hours Dover

herbour was a.wo-bombed by Me. Jaguars, which dived from
8,000 to 2,000 feet before they released their bom'bs,

whilst their escort of Me.'].O?'s stayed at 10,000 =

15,000 feet in order to dive down on am"fighters,which
mbyed in to engage the Jaguars. . BetweenlBOO and

1815 houra on the same day a mixed formation of the

. ehery a.pprdached Dover and pressed home .an atteck on -

a convoy passing south ‘“through the Straitse Three'
of our squadrons, Noa. 32 and 610 from Hawkinge and

o No.6l5 from Kenley, were alrea.dy over the. S-braits

when ‘the enemy appeared -and they were later 3on.ned.
by N_q.és Squp.drop_ from Manston, - Consequently, the

 oneny, bambers could only meke one swift attask on tho

. éonvoy before owr fighi:ers intervencd, The enemy

fightora then dived dowm and confused and bitter
Pighting ensued :Ln wh:.ch we Jost three a::.mraft and.
one pilot, claimmg six fiz,h'bers, two Jaguars and one

- Ju.87 in return . There was: obv:.ously no &i.sposit;on

on the part of the Germans to sh::.rk combgt oxaxs hn.s




26 July.

JREC Y

25 Ny and 0500 "hours,

PR
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. ocoaeion.,

: . S:hn:!.le.zﬂy, on 2. and 25 July the Gexmans’

. 1almohed. hes,vy attacka 'botb in the Straits and off - .
PMJ:md re,gaxc}J..ees‘ of oppesmtien. Those' on the‘
. 25th are partioularly important in that they were the

only hea.v:’v" e‘.tie‘.éks on Chanﬁel shipping. during the

. month wh:l.ch peid a divﬁ.dend in terme of vessels
& destroyed ‘and damaged. On -tha.t‘ day a weetbouna
convoy vraa paesing through the Straits af Dover :

‘between 1200 end 1800 hours. . Throughout ite

passage it wes g:.ven an escort of i‘ighters, sometimes E

" one. fl:.ght strong but more often a section, and th:.s

was never enough 1o protect the ehips from attack. .

At least four separate attacks were made, at 1150

. 1450, 1630 end 1840 h.Oura, but; throu,ghout ‘the’ day.

strong enemy fighter patrols were contlnualJy over .
tha Stra:.ts, e.nd. it waa almost impoesible “to piclc out

- i‘rom the maze of. plote those re.ids that included

bom'bers. Onily on one oqca.elon, durmg the day were -

‘ our f:.ghters able to engage the d:we bombers 'before

the escort of Ma, 109‘s :nterfered. ‘ This was abcut

1840 houre when nine I-mn'ioanea of No.56 Squa.dron

(B_gmehﬁﬁﬁ cleimed to have destroyed four Ju.W‘s. '
ALl other eombete over the Stra:l.ts dunng “the day

. y:.elded onlv one more Ju.B'?, oompa;'ed with nine.

.109‘3, our om losaes were seven aircraft and

. Ai,’_:.v_e p.}lote. This dleproportion between the

‘enerw"s 'bo’inber and ‘fighter casualties was. a.ue not

. . 80- miok to “the. proteotion ths:b the Ms.109's
‘ afforded’ the German bombers, as to the feilure of

F:Lghter Gomand o put a.dequate strength over the

: Straits when bon'bing was in progress, * the

following éxtracts f';::pm‘A¢aq\1e.dr0n com'ba.t reporta
lowging o2 rom
" /will suffice as
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Consol:id.ated Oordbé.t' e ‘Wﬂné“ﬁun'ﬁnane N
Reports. T Biggin Hi11 at 1200 ‘hotirs o patﬁ)l over Dover
Lottt hdrea. convey, Was, proceeding West down: Channel,
oL ‘On arrivel over Dover at 22,000" feot they sew .
LT Y pumgreus adreraft ‘dissppesring in the direction
... '. . y.of Boulogne, . -At71246 hours they ren into eight'
Ce e TN Me.l®9!5 f]a?ing &t the - sgme devel,t o -

AT D AT os65 Squadron»was \operating from Manston

. Pl " and ;at. 1210 hours. received orders to’ ynteroept
N i RS T Uyaiders: “approaching: off. Dovars Twelve aircraft

W ad o vt ... ook offy ‘arpived over the domst at 14000 feet
v /—'; oo T andl observed A A. fire to the sast. of them, Tﬁen

| »(,?5 e five Ma.m9 “in.vic were seen at: sbout 20,000 feet

, \ SR anid fediing-an: satback -from-aboye, the squadron '
R 'brOke up and climbed. to {:he attaok :.ndiva.dually

o "No.lll Squa.dron were oréiéred o ‘scramble
R e basa et Croydoh from 15 ‘mimites ‘availebles ™ ©
. R Squaﬂra.n were -airborne ‘at Ui56 hours L mimites. -
, * gfter order was issued, -and were airested to |

) ' T . " -patrol Channiel off Davear, ‘Enemy ‘bombers had
oo LT - ‘aiveppesred.vwhen the.sguadron reeched ‘scenc of |
T . opera&ions, ‘but & mmber of "enemy f:.ghters were
’ S T‘seen. L el e

: *' Obamatn.uns such A8 these on tho slt\mt:.on

. -as our: pilots aaw :Lt when 'ahey reashed. the Stra.its

K a.n be paranelea pivoin: the z\eports of nea.r]y all the
AN i,""sque.ﬂrons 'hha*t’partio:.?atpdl' » _' ,
o The fanowing extrant. dhoy; the d:.ff:.chlth.es under :

- which our. Jnen fought on. tho E]oaeas:.ons ‘when thay

‘ - g é urdered.up :m t:.me to :mtercept the Gema.n -
! o g B I bombera; o - .'3 e T ;

EEREE PATE e e im0, a/c of. NQ.Eh- Sﬂu&ﬂron 1eft Manstoul 0"
! ) . o hours and were directed towards e/a bonbing s ps \
L e Co ' ih' midSChanmel: yewye o THOY: sighted . Ju.pB's at .
' : 112,000 feet which rers. ‘bombiing two destroyers. -

TN A la:cge nutiber-of -Ju.87's, were approach:ing from
P . o a;l.aia B 5,000 feqt to attack the: a.esh'oyers, o

: (« ot and abovo. the Ju.88's. and nearer’ the French’ ooast;i"
i g N L

wore circling several. layers of 'Me,109's, ‘Red:
~ Section;. leading,: -gpproached to attaolk the Ju.86's .
in echelon to ports. Yellow Section ¢limbed
v slightly: ebove them to. act. a8 a guard, and Blue,
L . .7 - Section were above Yullow Section.. '!ellow 1éadey
! T e T N s, minber-of ‘Mel109''s breaking: off in threes,
. L S ’ from, theiy: fomat:.on, a.nd. watned 'both Red and

’ - T ' Blueé Sevtions.to, ‘bresk-formation, ‘:All-our ‘afc

his: attack. axcept PB/0, Finnie -

- Seatdon elimped to
"be::ng .gble to caxxy.
enenv bk eech’ t:une
C By 'aWay

’000 ‘feet 111 the
~13. swf'prn.se a’htask [3)

oy 3
mthm;.t fu.ring r oing = . -
attaoked wreees No.Bla- ;&Wn"ﬂﬁi??m;f“’f“,*"? ‘
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ah «arrive a:b ﬂw saeng, qf oonﬂict and no other
. ‘ frienﬂly fightors werc scen until 'hh? yar:.ous
T T eeot:.ona wem m’turnmg to Manston.

It waa;abviaus ;f‘rom 'bhq day‘s opera.tlons th‘at

’che ‘ rn.ana hadauaaa a gcea.t ei‘fort to wipo out the

~

eonvoy, & grcater ef:i‘ort, in fs.ct, than on aw othcr
da;r, or aga:mst.ana! otherv convoy during th:.s phasc, .

. _ It was .a.s it‘ thcy had date;mnwed to: make a tost caso
T T e tury a.nd discomar vhit. damage could be inflioted in . ¢

tyy

. tho co-opera.tion bot‘rcen the ‘German Navy and “the -
o Luftwaffe. Just beforo 1800 "hours a nimber of E-

boa‘hs put ou-b from Gala,a,s to att s the convey in

R g con.wmtion with d:i.ve, bombers. o of the Dover

dastroyars, .M.S. 3oroas and. grilhant, sqpportca. by
‘bwo MoToB'Ef oeme: acmsa the Channel to shgage, and
we‘re thelﬂselvos a.d.ve bom'bed and. r;lamaged, though it is

" Cpe Da.ily Su:fma:r'y ‘of m'!‘. cbr*ba:.n whe‘bhar ‘bl:;ay Wore hit by the hombers, by - “‘

Naval Bvents and

- Congolidatod Com‘bat E—boats 5 o;' Ty enamy ahom 'bp.ttarios, u.naar whose. fﬂm

Raprt of No5lk .
. ;Bguaﬁkvbn. : Sl they also- cama. mhein e.ot:i.an d.oub.tless aa,vod the
o R convoy Pra’, loss, a8 tho: slo-moving coastel ships’ Werey
’ et i anyﬁlﬁng, more’ wlnem'blo 4o surface attﬂﬂk then b0’

: attack from tb.e air. o Altog,othor, in the cou:rao -of
""h‘-,i ;the a.ir é‘btaaksy fivo sh:.ps in the convoy wero sunk -
arid f:we ; othors dmaged, o:f‘ 'which ona had . tc 'ba . ,

Admiraltnyeekly 'bmaohed, Latcr, ’{h’l tﬁo ear;ly morning of 26. Ju.'ly, .

Intelligence liépoft
2 Augu,s%? ,q Es vhen the con.voy waa off ﬁhnxeham, it wes e,gaﬂ_n

S ' attacke&, by E;baats, and throe more ships were Sunk | ~)
: anﬁ four damage‘d. i

L -.f s 'mhe opera.tiqna . the 25th were' uniquo in a
;@my.?r;of ways_;_. *l‘hqy werm mich 1arger then any .

SR : /o_w—

1 rh }Ips. 6 601 a.nd 610 Sg,uaﬁrOna Were. also over the Straits
¢ ) I{eve hé%gsé' 5 ’ N6.56 Svuadvon waa 1> ainly qver the convoy . \

v mtum, for 2, g:wen e;fforrb. Ore notablo fosture was. T

—



=69
A'O'Ehers‘"during‘ the month: it was estimated that . .
‘nee.rl;t,r one lmndrod and twenty onomy a:lroraft had.
takon pert in thn attacks round about noon, and somo
* sixty to eighty in those in the afternoon and ear]y
eveping. “In aﬂdit:.on, between 1130 and 2000 hours
the skiss over tho Streits on the Frenoh sido were'
_never empty of Germari fighters. The attacks were'
also pers:.stent, .and showed e‘very s:.gn of being care-
. fully plamed, ih a- dagree not previously encountered.
. And, as a consoquq:flce of ell this, more important
're“é'ul,.ts‘ were achieve&'than in any pmvious‘attacks on
‘a cdﬁ:\iby; Aftor this major effort. there vere no
oomparable qperations unt:.l the opneing of the- main
German o‘ffensive on B August, when, - as we sha.ll sca, '

' the. Gormans operated iria very similar fash:.op.'

'Ed. Faatures of these Operations.
At the same tme ‘the operations illustrate ‘
‘oertainrfeat\u‘escombn to all important operations
" in the sﬁéait;s both during this 'prelmnm-y phese of :
the. battle and. that which operied on 8 Aungust, '
o B‘:Lrstly, the: Ge;mana Were frequently able %o bomb
: targets in the Straits m.thout ’be:mg :mtemepted by
“our fighters. Second.'ly, the presence oi‘ large
covar:mg “agoorts of flghters made it a per:.lous
ﬂ‘business ‘for our f’ighters to. attack such bom’bers as
they saw. Thir&]y, -the advantages of height and -
o o rmmbers ‘which tho-Getman £ighters almost invarisbly
| ' en;]oyed, placad. bu.r owm f:Lghtera :.n en_ i.nfern.or
tact:ical yosition. As to this, there is no a.oubt

that R D F. plots at thls time ware underest:.mat:.ng

! F:Lghter Gomnand. O,ReBa Both ths height and mmbers of’ $ho German formations.

July: Corresponderce

between AV M, . Gons:Ld.cra.blc experience was requlred. 'bafore an RD,F.
Cunningham. e.nd AN M,
Park, opera.tor could give a close a.ppromatlon to the

/numbers contained




. w70m
um'bcra contained in ony largo i’ome.tion. Height

readings, toa, ware frequent]y low, and it was

©oibidst suggested that. thore was 8 ‘bies that way in the

7/.‘3

dne b

. ,appara:pua'that was being used, This was not S0, but
‘ as the Germans vere ~nqv} 80 near our coasts they were_
" . . Probably epproaching in a climh rathor then on the

~ level, and this ey ex_pla:m the apparent underestima-

tn.ons of height, W@l&n&hmd

a/{‘/'“"‘"f— ‘V ~Poctranming our squadrons \oro Troquently -

? E being ordered to fljr at asevels well below those of the
enety fighters end, understandably emough, ‘8o '

T B ) 1 'vsquaﬁmn end. fl:.ght oonmanders attempted. to redress
the balanco v adﬁipg, m.thout authorlty, a thousand
or two thousand. feet to the flying height ‘ordered 'bv

@,

But if the eneny's advante.ge in height cen be

. the controller on the ground

‘a.scribed to: the def'iclemies of 'bhe R.D T system,
»thla was certa:.nl,y not " the explanation for }'ic
. 'supera.ority in mumberse Nor wes it an :mev:.ta'ble
consaquence of the larger foroes disposed in the Pa.s
de Calais pompared to’ thnse aveilable in: south-east
. Eng’land. The answor waa that the Germans could

. - concentrate 'before an- opera.tion, and we could not =
| ‘ ' Our sq:ua.dmns, nine to twelve a:z.mro.ft

/' M strong, were arr:.ving one 'bv one’ over ‘the' Stra.:l.ts to

_participate in the i‘:.ghtmg, end gach often fomd

» &

4

that :u: was requnred to engege enemy figater .

o

|

o

Pormations
(15 E.g. on 29 Juny S/idr. Hell. H.M. HooR von ordevod 10 Lood ffL“"“"""'o.z,J. Squadron :

over Dover at 10,000 oot to m‘bcmopt ¢ roid viich hod buen dotooted
about, 0715 hours, -Ho. wtv.all&' prought his squadron into cotion at

' 12,000 feet and.-found port ‘of the reid o ‘thouscnd feot bolow i -

- However, this. advantnge of ha;!.gt;t was shortwlivod oo shortly od afbor
the squadron began to abtadle they wore themsolvon’ a'h'bacl'cd 'b:, "ightcrs
which aa.veﬁ dowmn: on 'bhcn from about 11..,000 fect. . .




s e

-

T

e e i e T an

: Dcspa'toh "Ba.t‘hié .off

e warely: amving e.t ‘tho sceno of oporat:.ons in at::imé e

Brita:.n“, para.a .198«
204, -

I fi‘ght_ é unlt, whereas th&e F:.ghter Comme.nd un:.t of

: -combm.

- was ava:.lable dur:n.ng the flght:mg in Ju];r :.1: vias

rarely gra.c“bicable t0; 4o 80, st any rate :.n No.ll ))

: T
fprmat:.ons of Grupm atrength, g..ea anything fron

| twenty to., ‘thlrty a;\mrai‘t. " The Germens were

accustomed to using-the indiv:.dual e as, & '
_m_ 7, O [.

as- normally tho squaﬂrom It follo\:ed, :
‘therefOre 'y that unless car:mgs of two or more Squaﬁrons

could 'be aent mto act:.on a.s one um.t, our piloi;a
]

wcula too ofton f£ind thcnwelves Pighting egeinst .

3 i R T RaIRE wiwjeln Fi-Lll
atw rn  ovoidos

wes’ m prac‘t:l.ca'blo Y. teme.t:.w to the use of

_single squadrons, at. eny. rate :m the fight:.ng over -

tho Channol. : Our squad.rons, es wo hawo notod, yore

%o :mtcmept the' German bombers, and the position o,

in this. respect: would have been worse 1f we had .

n.tter@ted to. e.saem‘ble wing. formations.
question' Was to bulk larger later in the battle, wﬁon
tho ene*uy s ta.rgets \.erc not in the Channel but in-
- lanid a8 far as Lo—xdon. . Even then, when thcre wos &

lz.ttle more time to asscmble v.ring forme.tlons tlmn

In short, the- earl;\r fighting over the

T .'Channel took. place un;d.er cond:lt:xons wh:.ch were

near]y a,ll \mfavourable to the defenders., But this
-i’cself undarl:.ncs ong more ﬂeat\u‘e .of the oporat:.ons

hich wap as real aa ‘chose alrea.dy &.ascn'bed, qven, -

Vs,f 1t is hard.'ly a.nalysablo. This was the wi‘ll:ing- ’

. i naaa of our pi:lo’c.s to accept any aﬁﬂs, a.nﬁ to attack

e tho onamr whennver and vrherevm‘-‘ P°581'°1@- Thé k

o 8 sbilted @.anguage “of” the combat reporhs inagﬁeq,uately

I
P
‘
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raflcc'ts 'bhp agg‘cssivo temper of our- p:l.lots, and
o pcrhaps only those vho hava t‘u.maolves takon port in

oir battlos oc.u fully' apprcca.ato thc confn.doncc Srith '

' wh:.ch sections nnd flights of our flghtors attac..od
ongny foma:hions of twenty thirty and moro, airereft
,strong. It was b wo:.ghty ‘assot to balemo against
thoso of the enouv.

P Befora thc goneral affoct of the July
N f:.ghtmg upon Fightor cmn.xand. is ‘considerod’ some.
mention uust ba na.do of tho. Gcma.n uge of i‘ighter-

’ ‘bombers. 'I‘hore had been rumours for soiie tme that

" AT, l(K) Report ‘the 20,110 and- Me.109 wom bo fittod to ocarry
No.191/19w. S i 7

‘bombs, e.nﬁ. oarly in: Jul;y' Gome.n prisonors wore ‘in-
'berrogated on the su’b;)'cct \uthout uch poaitwe .
mformat:l.on 'being o‘ntainca. Thc Me 110 - "the' .go-

callod Jaguar - we.s the first to put :Ln an appoai'amo. :
On 20 July thrao of thom wcro rdporte& to he.ve ‘nade &

‘d:.vo bon;b:mg attack-on Dover har‘bour 'betwoen 1310 end
© 1340 hours(l)-;' No.52 Squadron (Ea.vrk:mgo) claimed o

- a'bsolute confiruation was not therofore poauble. '
On the follow:.ng aay— No.238 Squadron (Wan'well)
reported that fiftcon Mc.llO's hed becn mtercepted

‘off the Needles whilst dive bombing & convoy, and '
three da;fe la.tcr anroraft of tho same Wpo were
said to havo atto.ckcd a convoy off Dungenoss. The‘
first t:u'nc tha:b Ma.lOB's appoar to hevo been: useda

(1)”During August
conelusively that the Pirst bomhor unit to be equipped with Mo.110's,
Keanpf ¢ 210, wae apecial:ly formqaﬂ for that purpose SQue “time in

‘ ) C [as bombers
endenco was obtainoa from orashed airoralt vinich showed

M_—:

Junc 1%0. It carricd out its fivst wer £light on 15 July against a
convoy off” ‘Orfordnoss, end for tho noxt fortnight was engaged almost
overy. other day in attuckm.g ‘shipping in the Channecl, At this pericd it
pporated fron Denain and St, Omor. Thon in the second week in. August,
when attacks oh'coastal targets ani airfields bogan, the unit. appesars:
to haye formed ‘the spearheaﬂ. of ‘numerous ‘attacks on R.D.F. stations and
coastal eirfields such as Mangton and Hawkinge (A.I. 1(K) Reports 268

end 275/1940)‘

"Ah;vc shot ona down, but no vmeckagc was mcoverod o.nd

e e e e <
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. Orgenisation Branch.

ibid, Nos.255 end
564/

W/ L3k0e.

. .down over Engla.nd. Why the Germa.ns had put in hand - -

| T3 '
aé' bonber‘s was on 27 Jﬁ.’!y when aix of them took
advantege, of rainy, cloudly ‘conditions to slip across
‘the Stra:.ts a.nd bom‘b D0ver harbom' with bombs ‘of
approxinately. 200 l'bs. wen.ght.. h'mmtable ew.dence

' that these ﬁghters were being thus employcd was not

obta:med un'b:l.l 1 Aughist in the case of the Me.l'l.O, ]
and. 18 Septenber :’m that of the Me.109, when aircraft

actually f:l.tted With bomb-carrying gear were shot

' "'cxperiments of this sort rb is d:.t‘ficult to sgy. - Ths

. decision oould‘ha:z:cny, have been taken mw later then

 the collapse of Prance, . It doos not necessarily

- 50 pronommod. that all typos of airoraft would. be a‘ble.

. follow that in dovoloping sich aircraft the Gertmens
.were :u:plicit]y oonfees:.ng that the heavier ’cypes of
'bom'ber wero likely to fail against the air dofences
of ‘this cmmm. . Igaeea they may have béen looking
forwa;:'d td the $imo whér; their command of th'c.air vies

‘ to carry bom’bs.

Tho carly. days of the July offensive seamed to

_ indicate that the south-west arca might soon be'

cF.
Fighter Comna.nd 0-R.B.
Form 5’0-0’

'

' aét'ackea i1 strongth;  and the first movements within
:Fighter Comand dnr:.ng thig pha.do wore ordcred with

thie. poasi'b:!liw in m:.nd. On 12 July - No.152 Squa.dron
was transfemd f'rom .Acklington in Noel3 Group to tho

'Mn.&dla Wallop sector, and on JB July a. flight of

Glad:.ators, whioh had been- opera.ting at Sxmtburgh in

. the Shatlanda, was toved to Roborough, neer Plymouth,

In compensation a. Hurricane fl:Lght wes moved :E‘rom

W:i.ck to Sumbu:;gh. Ro'boraugh airfiela at this time

was not. largc enough !’cq: eight-g\m fighters, “but :Lt

had tho norit of 'be:.ng tho only evailsblo a:irf'ield

/w:Lth.in a




Nos961 Squadron
OeReBa

RPRLI

within'a, ahort atstonco of P];,vmuth, and. the - o

Me\.asures wém a190 tnk:en about this tﬁ.ne to form.a A

ﬂoncentmteda as ’ch.e nonth passed by, there was vory

L IR

Gladie.tora woré inmtordsd Bolely for the direct élofonce :
| of that p].ace. ) Furthor to stmngthen this area Adr

o ) Gh::.ef Ms.rslw.;l. Dowﬁing decidad o, withdrew two troops .

X of Bofors guns and four a.nd. a half battbmes q‘f heavy

uns fror’ tho adroraft industry, and allot them to tho

South wales- port, Falmouth, Plyouth end Portlend, A

TN

[
.

: -'~nmn'ber of now ballaon barrages at the ports in'the 7

sotuh—west, in South Wales ond at Iiverpool s but with

‘

© the ox:coptb.on of ‘& new vraterborno 'barragc in the
' "Mbraey none of them vere flying before the middle of .

Auguat.. For tha seme reason - the Brotect:.on o;f.’

fports o.nd shipping - JuJy saw the first i‘:.ghter do-

'fenqes astabl:.shed for ‘the, protect:.on of thc North
’Ch,annel, th_rough which all ocoan shipping was dircoted
- augiing:w -noﬁth.f On 20 July No.2L5 Squadron wes
rnoved from Tu.mhouse to Alaerg:covo ‘in Northem

Irels.md, and on' the following day No. luJ. Squedron: was
trensferred- frem thc Biggin Hill sector to Prestwicky '
In south-east England whére the battlo increasingly

*.
.

7 littlo minfoz'cement. * No 60k Squadron was moved from.”
) Grav'es‘en'd %O'M:dele Wa&lop, where its. Blenhcins coul;t

have more opportunities for- intercepting nlg,ht

.‘ 'bom'bers a7 a.nd No 501~ Squadron, wh:loh was equ:.:pped with. )JP"

mrrica.nes, took its plece. _ Tvio hew balloon e

"‘:’-'bmages ware established in tho arca, one at Dcver

-and anothe:‘ whiah, flmm i'rom specially-eq,uipped

o driftera » was to accox:paxw convoys passmg 'between
o the Isle of W:Lght end Shoerness. TheDever ‘barz'age

i com:xenoed flymg at dawn on 31 July, and on the same

. Jasg one of



, '-375- .
d&w oneof tho balibons wos shot amm in the first of

S

tL a 1ong series of' atta.ck:a. ‘ The f:.rst Channel convoy

cmle

Stra:ita on’ 5 August.. Gornah an.rcra.rh weve ovar
dqrim_, the c‘!ay and appenred to show g‘eat ::.nterest in

T T = b £ T

am-:l.ng tha evem’ms w:.thout 'being senously attacked»
a v:i.i. U-se of Oaastal A:.ri‘ields m Kent.

e T g =
. .

i K3 ( :’m other parts oi‘ the au.r aefence system in order to
: T R , strengthen the south-east HE and he rel:.ed on no morg
\ o, T than the normel. esta'blishment oF Fou11 Gmup for
‘.* S ." " dealing w:.th enengr a.tte.cks in ths.t axess ¢ ‘rhera was
_ ' o no oritica.am of h:u.s methoa.s until the end of Jﬂlv. .
‘!' - : . Then, on 29 July, shorbiy after the heav:l.est attaoks"
LT T tmcemnshaaeofarmdaonnmrandshippingm
Fslghter Ctmmand O.R.'.B. ' the Straits, the .Aa.r M:mist::v informed the ccmxander- ’
'39 M‘v . m..chief that he shou.'l.d make 'every ‘effort to meet the -
, "" 9 G —  : ' onemy in the Dover -area w:.'['.h superior forces and '
’."“'.' " " " .-"A . lerge forna.t:ons, and tha.t to efféct. th:l.s mdre use .
| I "e> B : ) shoulcl be: nade of airm}ﬂa heay the coast, su.ch as
S R .‘ 3 ~ Manstcm end Hawlq.nge. Ve, have elready. taken notice

| of thc problem of engag:.ng the eneny mth large

fomat:.ons. As to tho question of whether the
. ’ coastal a;rf:-elds were be:.ng used %o - fu:l.l advantage '

9."{ - . -7 o easy answer is poaxnble. Only one sgfuadron,
ﬁo.600 (Blemmw) Squaﬂron, was permanently station,ed

s to ~b‘e“ protected 'by ‘ba.rrage 'belloons pa.ésea.’ 'brmough -bhe-, 5

the now davelogment, 'but the ‘convoy: reached Sheernees

‘» R j. " were extens:.ve;y used ,es satellites to Homchurch o
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