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EXELANATORY __ NOTES

Officers of the Arxry and the Royal and South African
Air Forces are referred' to by the rank which they held

at the time of the Cempaigns,

The spelling of Place Names is as usually shown on
British Official Maps; the Italian equivalents are

not used (e.ge "Kismayu" not “Chisimsyo"),

Distances mentioned in the text and footnotes are.

- "as the crow flies" (unless stated otherwise).

Bonber Sortiess The types oi‘ bombs used a.nd the hea.ghts

from which they were dropped are given in those cases
where such details are recorded.

.(The heights of bomb dropping by Nodk7 Squaa:t-on, RJAF,

mist be regarded as approximate, as the figures recorded

1 and therefore the height

by that Squadron are A.M.S.L.
of the target - as far as can be ascertained from the
meps avaeilsble - has in each case been subtracted in

order to give the height of the aircraft above ground

level).

l. i.es Above Mediterranean Sea Level



THE EMPEROR HAILE SELASSIE
AND THE ABYSSINIAN “PATRIOTS"

TLE BLAST

AFRICAN

GAMPAIGNS

', CHRONOLOGY OF

PRINGCIP AL EVENTS

26 Mayr
3 June,

1939

Anglo-French Conversations
re defence of British and

French Somaliland in the
event of War with Italy.

March,

1940

Visit by Gen, Wavell to

South Africa and Rhodesia
re defence of East Africa,
in the event of War with

Italy,

10 June,

Italy declared War,

D

THE SUDAN

1 June Strength of the R.A.F,
Nos.lh, L7 and 223 (B)
Sqdns, (under No,254
Wing, Khartoum)

June R,AF, reinforced by
"K' (®) Flight erd No..430
(A.C.) Flight,

7 June H,Q, No.254 Wing rioved
from Khartoun to Erkowit

11 June R,A.F, bombed port of
Messewa (Eritres)

VE _PERIOD

KENYA

1 June Strength of the Air

Forces,

No.12 (B) Sgdn. S.A.A,F,
No.237 (AC) Rhedesian Sqdn.
Three Flights of the Kenya
Aux, Units (under Air H.Q.
Nairobi - later, fir H.Q.
Bast Africa).

4=10  Arrival of No,12 (]B%)
June Sgdn, and Detachnent of
No,1 (F) Sqdn, S,A.4.F.,
fron South Africa,

11/13 S.A.A,F, bombed Italian
June Moyale

15 June Evacuation of British
Moyale (Kenya)

16 June 8.4.A.F. bombed Yavello,
Mega and Neghelll
(Abyssinia) aerodromes,

20/2% Arrival of No,40 (4.C.)
June 8gdn, S.A.4,F,, from South
Africa,

2), June Arrival of No,l (Survey)
Flight (known later as
No.60 (Survey) Sqdn,)
S.4.4,F, from South Africa.

BRITISH SOMALILAND
AND _ADEN

1 June Strength of the R.A.F.
Ea Brit., Somaliland Nil
bg Aden: - Nos.B and 39
(B) Sqdns. No,9% (F)
Sqdn, and No,203
(GR) Sqdn,(under Air
HuQe, Aden).

11 June Attacks by R.A.F.(Aden)
& on enemy aerodromes €tC.
19 hug, in Eritrea and Abyssinia
15 June R.4,F. (ADEN) reinforced
by No,1L(B) Sudn, fron
India,

25 June Armistice obtained by
the French, and French
Somaliland then con-
trolled by Vichy,
(Defence Scheme of
British Somaliland there-—
fore disrupted).

BN




THE EMPEROR HATLE SELASSIE
AND THE ABYSSINIAN "PATRIOTS"

3 July Arrival of the Emperox
Haile Selassie at
Khartoum

July Assistance by Mission
¥10L" to the "Patriots"
Co~operation by R,A,F,

THE_SUDAY

4 July Italians ocoupied Kassala
and Gallabat

29/30 R.A.F. reinforced by No,L5
July EB) Sqdn. from Egypt.
recalled in August but
returned to the Sudan in
September)

8 Aug. R.A,F, reinforced by
Detachment of No,1 (F)
Sqdl’l. S.4.A.F,

Ly Aug. No.223 (B) Sqdn. moved to
Aden,

17 Aug.No,203 Group, R.A.F.
formed at Khartoum

22 Aug, No,223 (B) Sqan,
returned from Aden.

KENYA

1 July Arrival of 1st South

19 Aug.

21 Aug.

African and 23rd
Nigerian Brigades

S.4.4,F, attacked Afmadu,
Gobwen, Yavello, Neghelli,
Lugh Ferrandi, Isha Baidoa,
Merka and Mogadishu aero=-
dromes

S.4.4,F, bombed Mogadishu
aerodrome (3 enemy aircraft
destroyed and 6 demaged and
some 800 M,T. vehicles
destroyed) .

BRITISH BOMALILAND *

AND _ADEN

1y July R.AF, (Aden) rein-

5 Augo

8 Aug.

1 Aug.

15 Aug,

18 Aug.

20 Au e

22 Aug,

forced, by Free Franch
(B) Flight.

Italian attack on
British Somaliland,
(R.A.F. support cur
ground forces),

R.A,P, bombed Addis
Ababa (5 enemy a/c
destroyed)

R.4,F, (Aden) reinforced
by No.223 (B) Sgdn,
from the Sudan,

R.AF, (Aden) rein-
forced by Detachment

of No.84 (B) Sqdn, from
BEgypt (for a short
period).

Evacuation of British
Somaliland and occupa-
tion thereof by the
Italians, o

R.A,F, bombed Dessie,
and Diredawa (Abyssinia)
aerodromes,

No.223 (B) Sqdn,
returned to the Sudan,



THE EMPEROR HAILE SELASSIE

AND THE ABYSSINIAN "PATRIOTS!

THE SUDAN

8-18 Arrival of 5th Indian
Sept. Division

20 Sept. R,A.F, reinforced by
No.237 (Rhodesian)
Sgdn,

23 Sept. K.A.F, bombed Caproni
a/c works at Mei Hdaga.

16 Oct, Italian Air Force attacked
R.A,F. L.G. near Gedaref
(10 R.A.F, &0 destroyed)

6 Nov, 5th Indian Division and
R4, F, attacked Gallabat and
Metemme,

(Aircraft losscs:

R.4.F., = 6 destroyed

Italian ~ 6 destroycd and
e damaged)

3 Sept. S.A.4,F, bombed Yavello
aerodrome (3 enemy air-
oraft destroyed)

L Sept. S.4.A,F, bombed Isha
Baidoa aerodrome (6
enemy aircraft destroyed).

9 Sept. S.4.4.F, bombed Shashamana
(ﬂbyssinia) agrodrome (5
enemy a/c destroyed and 1
damaged),

20 Sept, No,237 (Rhodesian) Sqdn,
moved to the Sudan,

1 Oct, Formation of Nos2 (F) Sqdn,
8,A,A.F, in Kenya,

2 Oct, dArrival of 2nd and 5th
South African Brigades.
Formation of lst S.A.
Division and llth and
12th (A€ricen) Divisions
(commanded by Maj.Gen.
Cunningham),

21/23 Arrival of No.3 (F) Sqdn.
Oct, S.4A.4.F, from Scuth Afrieca,

3 Nov, Formation of No.L4l (4.C.)
Squadron S.4.4.F, in Kenya,

7 Nov. S.4,A.F, dropped 10,000
pamphlets (in Amharic) on
Gardulla (Abyssinie).

BRITISH SOMALILAND
AND ADEN

2-5 & )R.A.F, bombed port of
12-15 )Ahssab (Eritrea)
Septe .

28 Scpt. Re4.F, bombed Kembolcha
(Abyssinia) aerodrome

18/19 R.4.F. bombed Dircdawa
Oct, (1 cnemy o/o destroyed)

Nov. R,4.F, bombed Assab
(various
dates)
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THE EMPEROR HAILE SELASSIE ERITISH SOMALILAND;
AND THE ABYSSINIAN "PATRIOTS" THE SUDAN KENYA AND _ADEN 3
4

16 Nov, 12th (A) Division and
S.4.A,F, destroyed El
Wak (Italian Somaliland)

29 Nov, Nos,1l and 39 (B)
Sgdns moved to Egypt

1~31  R,A.P, assisted the l

Dec. "Patriots" by attacking *
enemy positions in

Abyssinia, (

2 Dec, Gen, Wavell's Conference with Maj.~Gens, Cunuinghom and Platt®
rS offensive operations in Eritrea, Italian Somaliland ana
Abyssinia,

}

l
Dec, Formation of Nou34 (8) DS ) BB, Temindt Diiatis,

Plight 8,4.4,F, (Coastal | Dees
Patrols) and beginning of g
formation of No,ly (B |
Sqdn, S.A.A.F, ‘

1941

OFFENSIVE

1 Jan. "Glen Martin Plight" of
No, 14 Sgdn, S,4,4,F, took
over Recco: and Survey duties
under Air H,q, '

Jan, R.4,F, bombed Assab,
(various
dates)

l

]

|

|

7 Jan, Arrival of Lth Indian 1
Division !

(% NoBs hth ana 5th |
Indian Divs, placed under a
command of Maj,-Gen, Platt) ‘

15 Jan. Advance of 1lth (4) ana
12th (A) Divisions into
Jubaland (Italian
Somaliland)

16 Jan, Oapture of Bl Yibo
(Abyssinia) by st 8.4,
Division,

18 Jan, Capture of Mege (abyssinia)
by Lst S.d. Division,

19 Jan. Opening of Eritroan campaign;
capture of Kassala,

20 Jon, The Emperor Haile
Selassie flew from
Khartoum to the
Abyssinian border,
21 Jan, S,4.A,F, bombed Shashamana
serodrome (3 enemy a/c
22 Jan, Capture of Kory . destroyed),

28 Jan. R,A,F, attacked Keren and
Asmara

29 Fan. R,A.F, bombed Gura (Abyssinia)
acrodrome (3 enemy a/c
destroyed)




THE EMPEROR HAILE SELASSIE
AND THE ABYSSINIAN "PATRIOTS

6 Feb, The Emperor Haile
Selassie reached Belaya

7 Feb, R.AF, (in support of
the "Patriots"smbombed
Dangila

21/28
Feb.

R,A,F, bombed Buryc

27 Fcb, "Gideon Force attacked
Barye

4. Mar, Cepture of Dembacha

Mar, R,A,P, attacked enemy
(various positions - Burye =~
dates) Debra Markos area,

1416

.

THR SUDAN
(The Eritrean Gampaign)

1 Feb, Capture of Barentu and
Agordat.,

3 Feb, R,A,F, attacked Azoza
aerodrome (6 cnemy
a/c destroyed and 1
damaged) .

10 Feb, Capture of Mersa Taklai

12 Feb, Opening assault on Keren -

with R.AF., support,

R.4,F, bombed Caproni
Feb, aircraft works at Mal Eldaga

19 Feb., R.A.F, bombed Asmara

aerodrome (8 enemy a/c
destroyed).

23 Feb, R.AF, attacked Mokale

aerodrome (8 encmy a/c
dostroyed and 3 damaged)

KENYA

(The Italian Somaliland-Abyssinian

2/3
Feb,

11 Feb,

Ly Feb,

22 Peb,

2 Feb,

25 Feb.

26 Feb,

28 Feb,

3 Mar.

g&waign!

S,4,4,F, bombed Afmadu,
Dif and Gobwen aerodromes
(10 enemy a/c destroyed)

Cepture of Afmadu

Capturc of Kismayu

11th (A)
Cepture of Jelib Division
Capture of Brava
Capture of
Mogadishu | )

Capture of Bardera

Capture of Isha 12th (4)
Baidoa Division
Capture of Lugh

Ferrandi,

BRITISH SOMALILAND
AND ADEN

4 Feb, R,AF, bombed Makale
(Abyssinia) acrodrome
(2 encmy o/c destroyed
and 4 demaged)

7 Feb. R.A,F. bombed Kombolcha
acrodrome (8 enemy z/c
destroyed)




THE EMPEROR HAILE SELASSIE
AND THE ABYSSINIAN "PATRIOTS"

4 Apl, Capture of Debra Markos

THE SUDAN
(The Eritrean Campaipn)

1 Mar, R,A,F, bombed ammo, train

near Keren and destroyed
20,000 shells,

16 Mar, R,4,F, made 87 sorties on

Keren

27 Mar, Capture of Keren -

intensive attacks by
R.A,F, on enemy positions.

30 Mar, Formation of I'ree Fmwench

(B) Flight (under R,4.F,)

1 Apl. Capture of Asmara.

3 Aple R,A,F, destroyed 3 enemy

Destroyers in Red Sea,

8 Apl, Capture of Massawa,

8 4pl. No,l; (B) Sqdn. moved o
t

No,1 (F) Swan, S.4.4.F.

Apl.No,223 (B) 8gdn., K" (F)

Flight and No,430 (AC)
Flight, R,A.F, moved to
Bgypt.

Apl, 4th Indian Division moved

to Egypt.

|
|

e
/
;

KENYA
(The Italinn Somaliland -
Abyssinian Campaign)

12th (4)
Division
21 Mar. Capture of Neghelli
25 Mar, Capture of Harrar
1lth (4)
Division

29 Mar, Capture of Diredawa

4/6 &pl, S.A.A,F, bombed Addis Ababa
acrodrome (18 cnemy g/c
destroyed and 10 damaged),

6 Apl, Capturc of Addis Ababa by
11th (4) Division,

6 #pl. S,4,4,F, bombed Kombolcha
aerodrome (4 ewemy a/c
destroyed and 8 damaged),

10 Apl. 8,4,4,F, attacked Shashamana
agrodrome (4 enény a/c
destroyed),

10 Apl, S.A,A,7, bombed Jimma
aerodroms (8 cnemy a/c
destroyed),

18 Apl, No,14 (now No,24) Sqdn,
S.A.4,F, moved to Egypt.

ERITISH SOMALILAND

AND ADEN -

16 Mar,

21/23

Mar,

Recapture of Berbera
with R,4,F., support
(resulting in re-occupa=~
tion of British
Somaliland,)

R, A, F, bombed 4ddis
Ababa =~ Jibuti Railway
causing considerable
damage to trains, track,
ete,

9 Apl. No.9%4 (F) Sqdn,

moved to Egypt,

15 Apl. No,203 (GR) Sqdn, moved

to Egypt.




THE EMPEROR HAILE SELASSIE
JND THE ABYSSINIAN “PATRIOTS!

5 May The Emperor Hailec Selassic
entered fddis Ababa,

23 May Large enemy force (from
Debra Markos) surrender—
dered at Agibar,

THE SUDAN
[Ihe Eritroan Cempaign)

24 May No,237 (4C)
Rhodesian Sqdn,
moved to Egypt.

July R.A,F, bombed Gondar area
(various ~
dates)

|
i
?

KENYA
(The Italian Semaliland ~
Abyssinian Campaign)

No.2 (F) Sqdn, S,4,4.F.
moved to Egypt.

20 apl,

20 Apl, Capturc of Maji by l2th

(A) Division,
22 Apl, Capture of Kombolcha
Pass, gllth (4)
Division
26 Apl. Capture of Dessie
1 Moy Formation of No,16 (B) Sgdn
S.A AT, cquipped with 670 of
No.12 (B) Sqdn, S.4,A,F.
(which moved to Egypt on 26
May).

.0(10 May Captuse of . )
Wadara 12th (4)
Division
Bottles( 11 May Capture of
of Giabassire
the
Lakes (14 May Capture of g
Shashamana 11th (
Divis :Lon
17 May Capture of Dalle
17 May Capture of Amba Alagi by
1st S.d. Bgde and 5th
Indian Division:
(Surrender of Duke
D'dosta),

2l May Cepture of Suddu by 1lth (4)
Division (Battles of the the
Lakes).

1 June NG,11 (B) Sqdn, S,A.A.F.
evacuated from forward
areas and No,15 (B) Sqdn,
formed with Nos1ll Sqdn.'s
a/c.

1 June No,40 (AC) Sqdn. S.A.A.F,
disbanded and its g/c teken
over by No,4l (AC) Sgdn,
S AT,

Gapturc of Jimma by 1l2th
(A Division - with R,4.F.
support,

21 June

29 June No,60 (8) Sgin, S,4.4.F,
moved to Egypt.

Surrender of Gen, Gazzera
at Gambela,

8 July

E
i

BRITISH SOMALILAND

AND _ADEN

11 June Capture of Assab -

with R.AF,

support,




(CONDAR OPERATIONS)
4

4/19 R.4,F, bombed Wolchefit
Aug.and Debarech,

16 Aug. Free French (B) Flight
noved to Damascus,

b sug, 8.4,A,T", began intensive

22 Aug,

25 Aug.

25 Sep,

30 Sep.

30 Qct,

1/ 26

Nov,

27 Nov,

27 Nov,

operations in Gondar area
(which continued until the
capture of Gondar on 27
Nov,).

No,16 (B) Sqdn. S.4.A.F,
taken over by No,35 (B)
Flight, S,.4.4,F.

No,15 (B) Sqdn, S.a.4.F.
withdrawn (as a/c now
unserviceable),

S.4,4.F, took over opera~-
tional control of No,47
(B) Sqgdn, R.A,F,, Sudan
Command,

No.35 (B) Sqdn, moved to
Aisecia,

No,16 (B) Sqdn. S.4.A,F.
withdrawn,

S.4,A,F, and R,4,P. in-
tensive attacks on Gondar
area,

Final assault on Gondar -
with 8,4.4,F, and R 4,F.
support.

Capture of Gondar,
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The part playcd by the Roycl and South Afrdcan

Air Forces in 'l:he East &frican Co.mpa.ignsl from the
entry into the War by ;taly in June 1940 until the
final overthrow of the Ttalian "African Empire" in
Noverber 1941 constituted o vital factor in the
successful outcome of our conflict with' the Axis Buronean
Powers, It should, however, be borne in mind that
the East African Campeigns forued a part oaly of the
vast theatre of War which includbcl the campaigns in
Libya, Greece, ocnd Crcte, and which neccssifated a
close a.nci constant scruting of the pdlitical' situation

' in Egypt, Palestine, Iraq and the neighbouring countries.

of the Middle Bast,

L. Comprising the Sudan, British Somalilend, Kenya Colony, Ttalian East
Africa (Abyssinia), Eritrea and Ttelian Somsliland, :



Gen; Wavellls
o~ Despatch
- Augo39 to
Nov.la-O. (L.HeB,
o, J1/9/2)

Gene Wavell's
Despatch,
Auge '39 to
Nove. '%40.
(AeHeBeII
Ji/9) .

SE "RET

-lu- av’

INTRODUCTION

Political Situation, Winter, 1939 - 1940,

Ow:l.ng to the fact that Itaﬁly did not enter the War
with her ally Germany the Middle Eest was not imnediately
eng;:.ged in operations, but preparations were made against
this contingency. The G,0.C., Middle East, General

Sir Archibald Wavell, K.C.B., C.M.G., M.C., felt, however,

that his preparations in the event of War with Italy were

hampered by the Home Govenﬁnent's instructions that nothing
was to be done to impair our relations with Italy, and the
civil wthori;ties in the countries conc.emed intei’pmted.

these instructions as precluding any a’c'tvé,x.ﬁbts to establish

an Intelligence service in any of the Italian territories,

to contact the "patriot" chief's in Abyssinia, or to counter

" hostile Italian propagandae

Ma_llta::;st S:Ltuatn.on, June 1940
' In Maxrch 191;.0 General Wavell visited the East A:E‘r:l.can
Command (under Major-General DeP, Dickinson, DeS.0., O.BeEe,

M,0,) and he then went to South Africa and Southern

* Rhodesia for 'discussions"ﬁrith the ‘mifitary authoritie;..f As

a result of his representé.tions the Union Government. sent a
Brigade and. a contingént of the South African Air Force %o
Kenya Colony which arrived early. in June, Meanwlriile“ 4
Southern Rhodesia had alveady sent (in September 1939)
thirty-seven officers and N.C.Os to British Somaliland, .

and in April a further reinforcement of nearly 700 officers

_and men to K_enya..

On the entry of Itaiy into the War on 10 June the

‘military situation was, briefly, as follows:- the Italians

" fere estimated to have 200,000 troops in their East

s
o

/Mricah

1, For the purposes of this monograph the Military (and Anr) situations
are concerned with the countrles and territories named in the fceit"lote 'bo

to the Prefaces

L4
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Africen territoriesl; ;vghj‘.le our forces were approximately

19,0002, or one-tenth the number of thc enemy, In add:xt:.on
to this great dn.spar:.ty of forces 1t ma.y be mentioned that

the Sud.an»Ital:.a.n East african frontier extended for some

1, 000 m:.les s and the Kenya—ItaJ.:Lan East African and Italian
' Somal:z.land f‘rontlers some 700 rules. ,

.A:L't’ S:Ltuatlon, June 19)4.0.

AeCeM, Longmore's Cas with the Arxrgy tho Royal Air Force in the M:dele
Despatoh, May -

Decembexr 1940, East (under command of'AJ.r Chief Marshal Sir A.M. Longmore,
(AQHQ‘BQJI JJ-/?)O N

KeCeB.y DuS.04, 4.0,C.~in-Chief, Middle East) was in a
@ons:Lderable numerical mnor:n.ty to the Ita.'L:La.n Air Forcé.
Until the end of May the British Air units in Kenya
Aconsisted only of No.237 (Rhodegian) (Army Co~operation)
Squadron (Hardys - of an O"bSOlC‘t”é ‘type - Harts and Audaxes)
and the Kenya Auxiliary £ir quts_.(,consist:ing of three
Flights of vafibus types of nacﬂineé), “1but at the end of May
and early in June fﬁe‘éé had 'been a.ugmented by a contmgent
of the South A:E‘rlcan A:Lr Force comprising two Bomber
Squa.d:oons (No.ll Ha:c"t‘.'bees‘3 ~ and No.12 Ju 8651") .

Je iees Italian East African (Abyss:m:.a), Italian Somaliland, and Eritrea.
(The total Italian forces in the whole of the Middle East approximated
415,000 as against 86,000 British troops).

2+ Our forces were da.strl'buted thus:-

Genexral
Wavell's
Despatch
.Aug o ! 39

to Nove!40 -
(AsHeBeII Brit: Someliland (approx.) - 1,175 comprising 3 Companies Camel

. J1/9)

Sudan (approx.) . = 9,000 comprising 3 Brit, Bns. and the
o © Sudan Defence Force, -
~ Kenya (approx.) = 8,500 comprising 2 East Africen

Brigades and 2 Light Batteries

18, 975 Corps and 1 Bn, King's African:
Rifles from Kenya., (A second
Bn. .L{. A.Ro alld- a battely aITi'Ved-
su'bsequently on 12 -July from
Kenya).

There were also 2 Indian Bns,, approx:matmg 2,500 men, at Aden,

3. Noesll Sqdn, was then armed with 2 Hartbees and 1 Fa:t:c'ey Battle. On
29 June the Hartbees were handed over to the newly-arrived Noe4O Army
Co-operation Sqdn, and Noell Sgdn. was re-equipped with Fairey Battlese
(Information supplied by War Diaries Officer of the S.A.d. F.g. It

arrived at Nairobi on 4 June (S.A.&.F. Records - No,1l Sgdn,

Lo Nool2 Sqdn. arrived at Nairobi before 25 May (SeAsAeF. Records, No,l12

Sqdn.

T

~



No.203 Group
"Notes on Air
Ops. in Eritrea"
File 2036/206/INT
(10 Febe 41) and
A.C. Slatter S
"Brief Summary of
.A:LI' OPS. in the
Sudan" (AeHeBeII
J?/Z).

PRT

{ SECRET
| -3-

- and a detagmﬁént of Noel Fig"hter Squadron (Furies and

Gladiators)s ’ In The Sudan there were three R.A.F, Hedium

' Box_nbe_r. Squadrons (Nos.ly, 47 and 223 - all Wellesleys)

and at Aden there were two R.A.F, Medium Bonber Squadrons
(Noe8 -’Bleﬁ_he'ims and Vincé;its.- and 1\10.39l ~ Blenheims),
one General Reconnaissance Squadron (No.203v- Bleﬁheim ‘
IVBZ) and one Flghter Squadron (No.9l;. - Glad:.a’cors ).
Excluchng the Hardys, Harts and Audmces of Noe237
(Rhodesian) Squadron and the K.A.AU., the total of these
units approxiJnatedi,.SG Wellesleys and Blenhe:ixhs, 9 Vincents,

2l Hartbees, 15 JY.86s, and some 30 Gladiators and Furiesl“,

- while the Itelian Air Force was estimated to consist of -

170 Bombers, 51 Fighters and 18 Reconnaissance aircraftB.

Types and Markings of Italian Aircraft.

The types of Ttalian aircraft operating in

Abyssinia, Eritrea and Italian Somaliland were as follows:-

Fighters CeRe32 and CeRe42 (Fiats)

Both of these types were small biplanes,
quite fast and very manoenvrable. They
:were armed with one A machine-gun,

Bonbers ‘.' . (Caproni) C.44133:. o
Se (Savoia) Se79 and. 3. 81.

The CoAs 133~ (the so—cad.led "Colon:.al Bomber") was a
. . three-engined monoplane with non-
" retractable wheels, Its bonb load was
approximately half a tone

‘ /The Se79

ds Noo39 Sqgdne had. recently arrived from India,

2, These Blenheims had been converted to four-gun fighters (.A:Lr HeQo Aden -
Form 540 - Entry of 7 June '40). ,

30 Noo9 Sgdn. was “incomplete but was augmented later.

L The location of R.AF. and S.A.A.F, units in The Sudan, Kenya, and Ad.en,
“as on 11 June 1940, is contained in Appendix "A" (excerpted from
Appendix "B" of A.CWM, Iong!mre s Despatch of 1 Febe 41, with some

amendments) o

5e Noe254 Wing Ope Instruction No,l, (&ppendix "A" to Form 540: Entry of

8 June 1940)e

The loca.’c:Lon and estimated strength of the Italian Air

Force (excerpted from No,25.. W:Lng Op. Instruction No.l) is contained

in Append:uc B.



R.A.F. Review of
Events Sudan,
‘File 176/INT,
(Aug.-NOV. 'z’-O) "

Agent's Reports,
Deserters, etce
File 172/ INT,-

. and, .
Information and
reports re P,0.W,
File 126/INT,

The s.'zg was a three-sngined monoplane with a .
retractable undercarriage, Its bomb load
(up to 1,000 miles) was nearly ome ton,

The S.81 was a three~engined heavy bomber with a
-+ . . fixed undercarriage. Its bomb load was
slightly under two tons on short raids.

There were also a few Reconnaissance aircraft (Romeo)
Re0437, which, on occasion, were used as Fighters.

-The normal markings were three black fasces on a

white background within a black circle, (Various white

. crosses superimposed on the normal rudder markings were

reported occasionally),
Location of Italian -Aerodromes..

Before hostilities began the location of several of

‘the more important Italian aerodromes 'in‘Eritrea, Italian

Somalilend and Abyssinia was known to our Air Fomgs]; and
from time to time information was received of the exis’cenée
of other aerodromes and landing grounds (and also fuel'
dlmxps'). . Such information was sometimes obtained from
statements by native "agents" and native deserters from 'bhe'
Italian farces, and from the intexrogation of. pri_son-crs‘ of |
Ware On, the receipt of such information aerial reconmaise ,
gences wemvl.na.dé of the locality, and if the suspected aewGe
drome or hndmggrdundwas discovered it was usually photo-

. graphed by tifeerecomnaissance aircraft, This procedurg was

Communicated by
AdMe Sir LeSlatter

 genorally -adopted: throdghout . the Eaish .African campaigns as a

whole. .
In Eritrea and northern Abyssinia the Italians

changed the loéation of ;6me of their aerodromes with .
reasonable éki:;l, but on the whole they did not develop
"new" laﬁ&ing grounds to any great ~exten‘c_.. Nor da.d they
carry out the distant dispersals of their aircraft which
became their practice in the later stages 6\3 thé campaign

when they had been thrown back on the defensive.

/Role of the

l. Ses Appendix "BY,

RO

)

~
e
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1 Febe '41.
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Role of the Royal Air Force in the 1iiddle East.

The primary role of the Royal Air Force in the

Middle East (as commmicated to'the A40.C.-in-Chief,

Air Chief Marchal Sir Arthur Longmore, in the instructions
from the Air Council dated 11 June 1940) was the
defence of Egypt and the Sucz Canal, and the maintenance
of commumnications through the Réd Seee The AeOeCo=-in-
Chief therefore decided.thet the Royal Adr Force should
assist in implementing this policy by:
"(&) Offensive action against enemy air bases with a '
view to reducing their numerical superiority
in aircraft and to destroy their repair
organisations
(b)';Of‘fen-siv'et action a,ga:inst enemy ports to wesiroy
or damage submerines, shipping end port

| focilities.

(c) Destruction of resources of all sorts in
Ttalian Bast Africa as it ;;rc.s anticipated (that)
1o roplonishuont could bo madors |

(d) Full support of (the) British Army in whetever
operations (were) in progress. |

(e) Strategicel recomaissance:for Navel, Army and
Air information,"

To achieve these objectives the Royal Air Force
policy 6n all points was to "maintain an active
offensive, any defensive measures being reduced to the
barest minimum®, S o .

When Italy entered the VWor, and after 'ti .

‘collapse of Fronce, our sea commnications through the

Mediterranean ceased, and the Red Sea route thus become

/Jof the

1 Unfortunately

this did not in fact apply to aircraft, for the Italians

flew long-range bombers = and dismentled fighters inside large transport
aircraft - from landing grounds on the southern borders of Libya across
the Sudan into Eritrea. (See Po Cuedalla's "Middle East 1940-42 - A
Study in Air Power").
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of the f:.rst :x.mporto_nce. Scveral enemy ubnwr:i.nes were

. ¥nown to be in the Itelion Red Seca ports and tnesc, togethcr

Gen, Wavell's

Despatch Auge'39

to Nove '40.
- (AH.B.II J1/9)

with the Italian bombers which could operate from then.r .
coastal .aerodrones, constituted a grave menoce to our

shippinge This meant thot in co-operation with the Royral

Navy, the Royal Air Force was now responsible for the safe

convoying of our ships along the Red Sea route,

Bases for the East Ai‘rlcan Cama'ugn

There were two main hases for the Bast Africon
cempaigns, nemely Xlhcrboun<{Sudan) and Nairobi (Kenya Colomy).
From Khaxtoum came the i’orces'which werc to congucr Eritrea
and liberate Northern Lbyssinia, ond from Nairobi came thosc
which were to conguer Italien Sornal:ilandl, re-conguer British
Soma_'].i'lanc'l.;2 and capture 4ddis Ababa (the cz:.npite.'l. of
Abyssinia)s The essential factor Tor theso operations -
as also for our camaign in North Africa with Cairo os its

base - was that the Red Sea should be lept inviolate as o

_supply routg.. .. The campaign fromKpartoun was fought, from

o strategical aspect, with this end in view - the liberation

of Abyssinia being indeed a prominent political, but not a

. strategical, feature of the conflicte

Opening o:’:‘. the Campeigns,

At the opening of the campoigns in East Africa our
land forces were, OJ. necessity, meinly on the defensive
owing to their greot numerlcal mferiority end to the
great length of our tex:riforial 'bqundaries vhich had to
be covereds In the Sudan the small force availstle wes

unable to cover thc long and vulnerable frontiers and
General Wavell

1. This 1ncluded the province of Jubaland - Iormerly part of Kenya Colony which
was handed over to the Italian Government in 192k as compensation to the
Italians for their part...c:.patlo*l in the war of 1914-1918 as our allies.

2+ British Somaliland was overrun by the Italians in August 1940- as will
appear hereafters - .

e’

~
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- -General ‘Nayel}.i:lmrefgre directed that smell and mobile
fo‘rc'es,hshmlld‘pcql.lmr, the principel places and fight
delaying actions. - In Kenya, a similar policy of holding
the‘:frqn};iex_f pogﬁg._ as long os possible wes adopted.
The position of British Somiiland (with its capital of
Berbera through which supplies and reinforcements could
be shipped from Aden and outlying parts of the British
. Empire - a circum#fanoe of the utmost importa_nce) wa.s
of a different category as it depended on certain
arrangements made .sith the French Government for co-
operation shoyld Italy enter the Vel - These ".I'rcmge-
ments (which had been diécuaued at Ang lo-French Staff - |
AJC .36 (Section II) conversations atiAden on 26 Mey - 5 June 1939) prov:.ded
Parasb
inter alia that if wer .broke out \n.th Italy both ¥rench
and British Somslilend should remein in the {irst
instance on the defensiye, but that French Somalilend
would be the most suitcble »iv“rom vhich to attack Itolian
East Africa and should therefore be 1"étajned in any
Extracts from AJF,C. event, In August 1939 at a conference held in Paris
36 (Scotion VI)e . ' '
. : . petween the Inspector General of African Colonial
’ Forces and the French General Stoff o revised Somaliland
Defence Scheme was discussed, and it was recomgnded
that the Br:Lt:Lsh Somaliland Camel Corps should co-
operate with the French in the defence of Ji :|.'but11 and 'be
placed under comaend of the French G.0.C, It wes .also:
decided that an Qﬁ“ehsi\re from Kenya into Abyssinia ‘
would not be possible until British and French rein-
Percements had arrived, end that probably there would
then be three offensives, one from the Sudan', one
from Jibuti, and one from Kenyae Unfortunately these
projected combined operations petween the British and

/the French

1 The- .capital and chief port of French Somal:.lg_nd from much the railway
runs to Addis Ababa, L .



Gen. Wavell's
Despatch "0pse
in Someliland!
1939~-1940,

(AH.B.II J7/3)

A.C,M. Longmore's
Despatch, May -
December 190,
(AHoBo IT J1/7)

Gen, Wavell's
Despatch

Aug. 139 to
Nove '40,
(AH.B.IT J1/9)

the ‘French were to prove abortive, for follerire the cntry

Ly Italy into the war the French Governmont obtained an =

exmistice on 25 June (1940), end although General Legentilherme

(the French commander et Jibuti) refused to surrender he wos

overruled by General Germain (who _hé.dvbeen flown out from

France to supersede him) at a Council held on 22 July, and

the French resistance thereupon collapsed. This /untjmely‘

debacle released"bhe whole of the Ital;lan Eastern Army for C

an attack on British Somalilgnd,:?whj..cl;z was begun on 5 dugust.
Meanwhile there was yet another sphere of opcrations -

the importance ‘of which cammot be stressed t00 highly -

nafely, the safeguerding of the Red Sea route for our

shipping.” On the collapse of Frence the.Royal Air Force

undertook air escort work, the greater portibn of which o

was the responsibility of the Sq_uadrons based at Aden, buib

further north No,1k Squadron (based at Port Suden) took it

overs Between 5 July and 31 Deccriber (1940) Nol203 (G-

Squadron (4den) escorted more than fifty convoys of which

on only two occasions were ships sunk or dancged by boribs

during passage’, Durlng this period the Fle;a't:;}.ir Arm of :,f‘:.

the Royal Navy assisted the Royel Air Force on several

.occasions by taking over R.A.F. air responsib:i_lities..

. In the meantime, in Abyssinia preporations had been

made to assist the "patriot" leaders, end a Mission - knovm

" 4s°"01" ~ in charge of Colonel D,A, Sandford, DeS.0. - had

been formed \vith. this object in view, Barly in July (1940) -~ /™
the unexpected arrival in the Sudan of the AEhnperor Haile
Selassie created some considereble embarrassment as the
time was not yet con,siaeréfd ripe f'or‘his eppearancc, ond,
moreover, the Emperor entertained most exoggerated ideas
regarding the amount of militery support which could be

provided, Arrangements were therefore made for him to be 7™

/ accommodated

1 One ship was sunk and one was demageda
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accommodzated at Khartomn where he remained for the next
five months, During the Emperor's residence at
Khartoum, Mission "1OL" accomplished stirling work
among the "patriots" in the Gojjam arca of Abyssiniae

Outline of the Nature and Extent of the Campaignse

Before proceeding with the narrative of events it
will be convenient at this point to give a brief outline
of the naturc and extent of the campaigns which though
forming in the broad perspective a single "East African
campaign", were in fact a series of contemporaneous

_ operations; for purposes of clarity these several
operatio’ns will be examined separately. |

The East African campaign as o wholc may be
divided into three phases, namely the period from
Ttaly's entry into the War (10 June) to the beginning
6f November 1940 when our forces were on the defensive,
the period from December 1940 until April 1941 during
which time our forces broke the enemy's military power
in Ttalian East Africa, and the period from May to the
end of Novenmber 1941 when the disintegrated forces of
the Ttalians were captured or annihilated and Mussolini's
mich vaunted "African Empire" ceased to existe

During the first phase the enemy conquered
British Somaliland and attacked our outposts on the
Sudan and Kenya frontiersl, but, with the exception of
this temporazyz occupation of British Somelilend, they
achieved few results of importance. In the Yseoond. phase
the initiative passed to our forces and by a great

/"pinc er!

“The narrative of the attacks on the Suden, Kenya and British Somaliland
are contained under the general heading "First Phasc" and are sub-headedi-

-~ The Attack on the Sudan.
~ The Attack on Kenyae
- The Attack on British Somaliland, and Operations of the
ReAsF., Aden Command,
As will appear hereafter (on pages 157 and 158) ‘this Protectorate was
re-captured by our forces in March 194l
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“p:mcer" movenont of ';.’t';+eck tho enery was shettered
J.rretrlevablya The northern arm of this "plncer" congisted
of forces based in the Sudan under Mc.Jor-General We Plat,
C.B., D S.0. ,t and the southern arm of forces based on Kenya
under Maaor-Gencrel A. Clinm:ngha.m, *B.SL.O., MeCoy (who had
takon over tho commend in Eaet Afr:wa. f;com Mo jor~Goneral
chk:.nson on 1 Noverdber 191.;.0) e The nor’chcrn arm conquered

Er:rtrea and smashed the kernel of the alemy's resistance at

Keren, while the southern arm conquered Italn.an Somaliland,

was the opere’cive factor in the x‘e—conqué:éﬁ% of British
Somal:land and captured Addis Ababa, While the arms of

the “pl.ncer" ‘werc in operatlon the Emperor Haile Selassie

crossed into Abyssmla from the Sudan, and ultimately entcred

his capitel after its cepture by our forces, The northeru

and southern attacks of the "pincer", and ‘the return of the

 Emperor, were the primery events of the campaign: they

" were followed by secondery movements which liquidated the

remnents of the enemy's scattered forces.

. . . . .. [FIRST PHASE

().
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i ' . Le_ THE ATTACK ON THE SUDAN

The British position in the Sudan appéa;red to be'
very hazardous, Along the 1,000 miles of the'frontier
the ‘Italia.ns had excellent :avemes for attack at Karora,
Kassalal, Um‘Haga:c-, Metemma, Guba, Kurmuk, and on the
Boma plateans OQur military forces, commanded by
Major-General Platt, consisted of wuly three British
Battalionsz, and the Sudan Defence Furce corposed of -
twenty companies including six motor-machine gun

companies and ~ight (armoured) Bren-carriers,

gde Of the R.A.F. Sudan Command during Phase I,

The role of the Royal Air Force during the attack
on the Sudan (as also in subéequent stages of the
campaigns) can be cldssified thus:-

4,C, Slatter's (2) Maintaining the security of shipping through the
U"Brief Swmiary of '
Air Ops, in the Red Sea,
Sudan etc." ' .
(AsHeBoIT J7/2) (b) The provision of air defence of Port Sudan, Atbara,
and Khartoum, ‘
(c) The provision of air support to our ground forces
on the Sudan eastern border,
() The provision of air support to the "patriot"
Movement in Abyssinia,

Ibid , (2) Security of the Red Sea,

As 2lready stated3 the R,A.F. Units in the ,

~ ' Sudan were three Med:l.wn Bomber Squadrons (Wellesleys =

' Noslk, 47 and 223) based in the Port Sudan erea, and
'éperat'ions were directed against enemy Nav&l"‘énits based

‘on the Exi’,c'resm “sea~port of Ma-séé.v}a apd 6n enen;y ‘s.erdr-

dromes in Eritreas At the end of July a Flight of

- . = /bombers
-~ le Kassala is in fact in the Sudan; it was captured by a strong Italian fqrce
AR (estimated at 8,000 troops and 18 tanks) from two machine~gun companies of

the Sudan Defence Force in July.,
2+ dees 2nd West Yorkshires, lst Worcesters, and lst Essex Regiments,

3« See page 3 supro. .
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bombers' (Shortnose Blenhéims) from No,45 Squadron was sent tlo.
the Suda.n from Helwen (Egypt) as a relnforcement. This was R
' recalled in August, but in. September the whole of No.L,.5
... Squadron was sent to the, Sudan and remained there until the .
e ' ";end. of Novem'ber.._ These 'a.ircra.f’c carried 'bomb loads of
2 OOO lb. and proved, a- most effective bomb:.ng force' not
onJy were enemy aerod:mmes damaged severely but.the act:.v:.tn.es
. of the _enemy s Navel units were so mich restricted that the -
"safe passage of shipping in,the Réd Sea was seci;red' tb a
remarksble degree. |

.(b) Defence of Port Sudan, Atbare and Khertoum,

. .. . The problem of defence in the Sudan was of con-
siderable difficulty owing to the Limited number of fighter
Ibid. . ‘ aircraft available for that purpose. . The enemy realised
| the 1n@orttmcc of Port Sudan a.nd attempted to bomb .that port
and its aarodrome, and atten':pts were also ma.de to bomb
Khartouxn and the important railway Jjunction of: Atbara. »
To cope with these threats a Flight of six Gladla‘cors of .
No.,112 ngadronl (known 'Ehereafter as "A"K“ Flight) was |
* sent to the Suda.n early in June. in Army Co-operation
Flight of Vihcénts detached from Nos47 Squadron (and
Jnown a5 Nosl30 Flight), was also sent to the Sudan in
June for a purpose which will be stated héréafterz. These
. two Flights and Noselh, 47 and 223 Squac’li'ons (and, later,

. Noek5 Squadron) - and one Valentia aircraft, detached from

0

NouD5, Wing  Noe70 Squadron - formed No.25k Wing® (originally the Air

Form 540 Entry of _ ‘ o : ‘

7 June 40 and e /Headquearters

Appxe. A thereto.

Noo254 Wing ' Ls No.1%2)Sqr3n. was based at Helwan (Egypt).

Op. Instruc, 2. See '(c) on page 13 infra.,

'No:l“eda’ced:. 3: The mumber of aircraft of thé Sqdns. and Flights in June (1.e.

8 June '40 ~excluding NoJ45 Sqdn.) approx:l.mated N _

"Appxe A'tO

Form 540 : 45 Wellesleys (Bombers) : : ‘

Entry.of . » , 6 Army Co-operation Vincents (Bombers) . . .. ..

10 June '40, : 1 Valentia (Bomber) - | P e 7~
6 Gladiators (Fighters) L o N

The Army Co-operation Flight (d.etached from No.47 Saan.) was.‘
under the operat:.ona.’l. command of the G.0,Ce Troops, « v
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| Heéadquarters of the Sudan) which was moved on 7 June from

Khartoun to Erkowit on'the Red Sea (some 60 miles souths

west of Port Sudan) under command of Group Captain SD.

" Matdonald D.FiC., o ned Air HeQa Sudan being formed at

A. CoMo LOngmoi:‘e' S
Despatch May =

December 1940 v AT

(AsHJB. II J1/7)

AC, Slatter's
"Brief ‘Summery of
Air Ops. in the
Sudan" etc,
(AsHoB. IT J7/2)

Ibide -

Khartoum u.nder commend of Group Captaln CeEaV. Porber.

" In August “fhe Ix.O.C.-'-in—C., Middle East , decided that an

G ievd

: Auéus‘c 'thé{‘ﬁ.Q. at Khertoum "f}as renared No,203 Group and

placed under cormand of Air Commodore L,H. Slattery O.B.E.,
D eSeCay DF.Cu, as A:Lr Officer Comand.:.ng.

‘(c) Air Support to our Ground Forces on the Sudan
_Borders.

.

»;-_:;,'.The provision of air support for our ground
forces on the eastern border of the Sudan was very meagre,
the only unit permanently available for this purpose being
No«t30 (AsC.) Flight of six Vincents, augmented later by
six Gauntlets, This Flight had a very wide front to

! . ¥ 3 .
cover: | it operated against cnemy forces occupying

Britisli dutposts on. the Suden - .Er:'..trjean and the Sudan =~
A'byssa.man bordcrs‘

(d) Air Support to the "Patriot" Movement in
f Abyssinia,

The quéstion of air support for the "patriot"

‘Movemen]'t in Abyssinia was of gredt importance, for the

Abyssiwians had lesrnt to their cost in their conquest
by Italy’ the great velué ‘of air operations. The fact

that the Royal Adr Force -wes now o ‘challenge the Italian

- Air Force was therefore a circumstance of great signi-

fioa.ricel to' the Abyssinians, and withh' this in view a
consiae%rable muber of air attacks were made on‘ eneny
strongholds in the »Go.j,ja:fn area. - These remlfegd- in- e
large mass desertions among the eneryy's Colonial (na.tive‘s)

troops, many of whom joined the “patr:.ot" forces, - }On .

one occasion a V:mcent had to land on an improvised lanc'L'Lng

/ground in



ground in order to moke contact with Col, Sandford, the
Head of "Mn.ssmn 101" Th:.s l'-Lnd:Lng was acconmplished
mzccessfully and grcatly zmpressed the Abyssinian Chief'ss
‘th:.s V:ancnt a.lso conveyed a quant:.ty of Maria Theresg.
.dollars (thc cu::'rency of Abyss:Ln:La) which were needed for
the conduct of the "patrlot" operata.ons.

Wa.rnlngLSystem hga:.nst Encn;y AlI' Attacks. R ot

gf_bg._g_,. SR On the entry into the War by -Italy the Royal A:.r Force

' set up a Warm.ng system o.g 1nst enemr air attacks 1.n the

ﬂKhartoum, Atbarc.., and Port Sudm arease  For Khortoun and

' Port ‘Sudan an efficient Outer c:.rcle warning sy.,tem was
:maugurated. This embra.cerl the whole of the Sudan Railways

e Whose telephones and telegraphs were placed at the d:l.sposa.l

of the air raid worning system, reports of az.rcre_ft; 'bel_ng».

given first priority.

An Inner worning system was also set up ‘for K'.hartoum.

" This consisted of a num‘ber of listening posts 10c>ated on a

radius of approximately 45 miles from Shendi1

2

in the north,
enstwards to Wed Medani® in the south, These listening
posts were provided with Wirelcsg ‘&eiegraphy and remained
in direct contact with the A.R.P. Control room at Khartoum

- > For’ Port Sudan listening posts were located at

Suakim and Tokar? ’ a.rkl later a Radio Direction Finding .. . -

station was set up at Port Sudan to cover the approach of

hostile a.ircraft :E‘rq;:; the sea.

The .Italian. Offensive. . '

The odds aga:.n.;t us in the Sudan at the opening
of' the enemy offens::.ve were, as regardo ground forces,
nearly ten to one, and it is sa:n.d that the Italians were

— ' ' . Jeonfident that
1, Shendi is situated on the Nile approx: 97 miles north-cast of Khartoums

2¢ Wed Medani is approx: 113 miles south-east of Khartoum.

3e Tokar is approx: 85 miles south of Port Sudan, -

()

)
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confident that they would capturc the Sudan in the
_ early s’eages of the operations, This would have dealt
CeReMEo . a SeI‘lOuS blow to our pos;tlon ond prestige in the
196/4:2/G(P) g NN 1
J«P.S. Paper No,22 Middlc East, the air-reinforcement route from Takoradi
. Defence of the Sudan ' . '
and Kenya . to Khortoun would have been cut; the Itclions would
| o thereby hove gained cortrol of the Nile waters; and
our Red Se{?}:;gigi.gmnicaﬁtion‘s»woﬁld have been liable to
- air attack over-alrmost their whole lengthe But our
forces, though few in mumber, were equel to the
'oqus;l.gn and they- ‘succeeded in kcep:mg the eneny
guessing both as to their strength and dispositions.
Moreover, ,on the very doy that Italy entered the War
the Roycl Air Force tock the initiative by bombing the
\ -' . cneny's acrodromes and’ ' fael tanksat the port of
Massawa when 780 tons of -fuel were destroyed; this
oﬁeration was coxried out by‘ nine 'zi.imre_ft ofv Noell
‘Squadxjon with 250 1be, 240 1b, and 20 1lbe bombs and
incendiarics fron heights ronging fron 3.,500 to 600
f'gzet. Over the terget our aircraft werc subjected to
heavy firc from nine anti-aircraft batteries, but .
~ except for three mechines being slightly dameged no -
Qasugl_ig;}es-rfere sustained, Next day a reconnaissance
fligrit by one. ,‘a:ircl:rai't obtained photbgraphs which

showed from the damege that the opsération had been

successful,

"The Abyssinian _ A few days later our ground forces made raids

~ Campaigns" '

(HeM,Se0s, 19%2) across the border in the Kassala area, and by

and Gen, Wavell's ' ’

Despatch Angs. t39 maintaining a succession of offensive patrols they

to Nove 40, -

(AH.B. II J1/9) held off the enery for some weeks,

On L July the enomy attacked Kassala (s:.'buatea.
on the Railyay which links El Obeid and Port Swdan)

o and on 6 July they attacked Gallabat (situated on the
/frontier

1 See page 60 infra.
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‘frontier some 175 miles south of Kessale and directly oppo- -~
. site the Itolian post of Metemma), These attacks were made
- by greatly superlor fOI'CGo and-although our troopwfought

N delay:mg actmns they: were - -forced o evacua’ce both Kassa'ia

., and Gellabat; nevertheless the- encny f‘alled to follow up

the advanteges which he hed gained.

Operat}ionsw _of the R.AF,

)
\ .

- In the meantime.the Royal Air Force maintained borbing

attacks on Ttalian ports:-and troop centres including Asmara

_ (t‘he_ capital of _Eri’grea),; Tesseneiy: Gura, and again Massawa;,

...but owing to very bad weether conditions several intended

ralds had to. be .‘.Q.@celled. . In Fhe- first weeks of July
»_i}fe‘l_,;l.g.sley._si_of_ Noe37. Squadron attacked the enemy's camp at

. Motomme. scoring several. hits with 250. lbs borbs and incendiaries,
. ond, alse carried out: p. successful, low level bombing raid on

. the ;k,:a.emdromﬁ_.a’g,.,qu-}glar}_ where hits were registered on the

- hangars and dis'}ge;sed-.a_j.rqxtafﬁt.:;;‘. - No,14 Squadron attacked
Zglaz,;aerodronle obtaining,;ﬂ_ire_ct hits on aircraft buildings
and petrol dumps with 250. 1b. barnbs, L;.O‘l'b. A anti-bersom*xel
borbs and :mcend:m.rlc.., from 600 to 500 feet, and in the
follow:.nsr week the same Squadron bovnbed successfully the
aerodrome ot Massawe. for: the loss of one of our aircrafta
On 19 July five Wellesleys of Noelk 'Squadron bombed three
Se8ls end buildings at Agordat acrodrome with 250 1lby 40 1b

and 20 1b borbs and incendiaries from heights ranging from

()

2,500 to 1,000 feet causing considercble demge t0 the

A

buildings and probﬁbly to.the S.81% (the tota.l w:Lght of
bombs dropped. was 3, 22+0 1bsSe)s = On the same day five -

Wellesleys of No,223 Sguadron. attacked da.spersed alrcr‘,ft

/at Barentu

1. Situated approx, 25 miles north of Loke Ta,na (Abyss:.nu.)r

2. Sltuated approxe 30 mles south of Massawa,

)
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1
Barentu w:Lth the same types of 'bom'bs from 5 OOO :f'eet
obta:m:mg several near misses, On 20 July five

. '--vp.':f i

Wellesleys of' No,14 Squadron carr:l.ed out a successﬁxl

vl._‘

low level bomb:mg attack on Asmara aerodrome w:.‘th 250 and
20 lbs. “fron 3,000 feet .in the face of heavjr ground
machlne—gun fire, and scored ma.ny hits on ha.ngars and
workshopsz.“ 0n.30 July Nos.l, 47 and 223 Squadrors,
MK Flight, 4nd No.430 (Army co;;peratioh)' Flight i
“attacked Kassala: 500 1b. and s'rnaliéf"'b‘or}ibs and
1ncend1ar1es were dropped on t’u. fort the railwey
: S’F%t%?ﬂ;, and the perimeter defences, in“the face-of very
ity slight opposition.  This attack was ;-.'i;or' those -days and
in that country - a very heavy one, J.n which some twenty-
five tons of bombs were dII‘QPPed.‘m. On the following day
(31 July) Noeli Squadron. andl NQ.ABO Fiight .repeated the
attacks On 1 August Noui5 Squadron bombed fuel storage
tanks a:t Ac:Lco scoring hn.ts w:z.th H.E. a.nd 1ncend.1ary
bombs, and nex‘t day the same Squadron :Fepeated the raid
an the fuel tanks caus:.ng a serles of, ,explosmns which
were seen for forty miles O the ‘return ,journey
. On 17 August six Wellesleys of Nb.l;.? Squadron
attdcked the ’f'ort at Kas iala sowrmg ha.ts with en.ght
.. (out of ‘twelve dropped) 500 1b. bombs from 3,000 feet
oy wh:Lch caused complete demolltlon of half the fort (th::.s

- was confirmed oyphotographs).

A,C. Slattérts Space does not permit the recording of the almost
"Brief Summary of Air _ - ‘ )
Ops, in the Sudan" ceaseless reconnaissances and bombing attacks made by
etc. '
(AHeB. II J7/2) the RoAiF. during this opéning phase of the campaign®, . .

' ., /but, as-

L. Agordat and Barentu are in Eritrea. ‘

- 2, This attack was madd in close formation, 3 aircraft in V format:.on and 2.
in line astern; the approach being made from out of the sun in a gradual
dive to 900 feete The total weight of bombs dropped was 3,920 lbs. '

3, This is also true with regard ‘to operations of the R.A.F. and the South'-
- African AF. throughout the Bast African campaigns: it is not possible /.
within the confines of this monograph to give more than an outline of

their work with mentions of some of the more important actions in which

they participated,
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“but, as already mentloned 1n’add‘1t10n to these activities
the R.4.F. defended successf‘ully our shipping in the Red '
| Sea and prov:Lded a.:n_r escorts as ca.rcumstances required,, The
"por*t of Massawa was attacked. orx m{a.ny occas:l.onsl and on
l|. August No.l;.5 Squadron bombed t\.ro enemy Submar:mes in
vMassawa harbour s and on 6 August this Squadron repeated the
rald scorlng a d.u‘ect hlt on a Destroyer. On 9 August,
| Pive Wellesleys of‘ No. 1) Squadron bombed liassawa from
:124.,000 feet Sc:or:.ng»hlts on buildings with 250 1b, bombs and
incendiaries (over 2 tons of bombs being dropped),. and on
15 Auglrst No.ll;. Sqliedron ra:.ded the enemy Naval and Air Force .
' quarters on Abdel Kaden Pen:i;_nsﬁier at Massawa when direct
hits with 500 1b and 250 1b bombs from 16,000 feet® in the
target area were observed, and on 9 September two aircraft
of Nos.L7 and ;223 Squadrons repeated this attacke In
addition to its bombing activities and its numerous convoy
" escorts in the Red Sea Nc".il.;. Squadron also carried out many
antissubmarine patrols. | V.O‘n él ‘October three Blenheims of
No.l|.5 Squadron bombed an enen;y Destroyer off Massawa scoring
d.u‘ect h:n_ts, the sh:Lp was reported later to have been
: scuttled. o o
Nererthelees 'ttre ene:rgy Air Force with its superiority
in numbers irrif‘iictedvmer‘y“ caeualtieé on our units, and on
: 9 August,. dur:_ng a re.:.d on CGura by Noel47 Squadron, several
of our aircraft were “badly damaged by five enemy C.R.l|.2$ and
three -C.R.32s. This reduced Nool7 Squadron to only three

TN

serviceable aircraft,

[Meanvhile

le An account of the method of these ‘bombing & attacks or; Massawe. is
contained in Appendix "C" (taken from AiC. Slatter's "Brief Summary of
Air Ops. in the Sudan" etc.) (A.H.B. J2/7)

" 5. This height of 16,000 feet (and of U,000 feot in the attack on
9 August ) appear to be exceptional.

()

()

()
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A.C. Slatter's "Brief Moanwhilc the cnewy had given indications of
Summary of Air Ops, '

in the Sudan" etc,  bombing the Khartoum arca, and on 8 Jugust a detachment
and Noe203 Group

Form 540 Entry of.- . of ninc.Gladiators of Neal, Squadron South African Air -
8 Auge 'L40. ‘
e , Porce was. sent from Abu Sueicr to Khartoum as an added
- defepce for that city. -~ Of these, two dircraft were
detached to defend Atbarat, .- ¢ i
~During, the month. of -August the R.A.F. made
mumerous relds including attacks on Massawa, Barehtu,
Kasséla and Agordat; thesc attacks assisted considerably _’
in holding back the enemy's. troops from further
incursions into the Sudan,.and early in September the
arrival of. the 5th Indian Division altered the general
: .vsitu,at.ion w‘rexy materially.
. . : On 3 September Noe47 Squad:qon bombed. the
Fellata Quarter of Ka.SSaJ.ar (believed: to be occupied by
enemy troops) scoring hits on the target, and then made
a reconnaissance on both sides of the rai,lwéy, and nex{:
day No,223 Squadron bombed a petrol dump and bomb store
in Kassala (scoring hits) and dropped a number of
propaganda leaflets. On 9 September two Wellesleys of
No.223 Squadron bombed. Asmara aerodrome at night with
o 250 1b, -bombs and 25 1b, incendiaries from 3,000 feet,
2 g the ‘bombs dropping among the buildingse . On 13
September, Noselh, 45, 47 and 223 Squadrons bombed Gurd
| aerodrome with 500 1b, and 250’ 1b. bombs and
:incend‘iai*ies from hcights .of 3»",'000‘ to 2,000 feet; bombs
" .fell among the 'builé:i_.ngs and -numerous fires were
started, On 18 Septermber three Wellesleys of~No.h-7
Squadron bombed the Sudanese Quarter of Kassala
. obtaining hits in the taret ared, -ond three

L e : /ellesleys
1. As already stated on page 3 supra a Detachment of Nosl Sqdne SeheA.Fo had.
been sent to Kenya in Juné. "The remainder of this Sqdn. went to Abu ~
Sueier from which place the nine Gladiators were -sent -to Khexboum, - two of
which were statioéned at Atbara, On 30 September a Betachment of eight of

i iy a fo oo;oFoR d.NOJ-
15723155 %ﬁgggtﬁgg%ofgng f‘j'c: Azaza (near Gedaref). S.A.: ecords .

24 Situated spproxe 70 miles south of Massawa,




Wellesleys of No¢223 Squaai:ori:repeatéd the attack: many .-
enefny ‘casualties resiilted from these raids, On the night of
22/23 Septeiiber six Wellesleys of No"s;']i';';‘ L7 and 223 Squadrons
bombed targets -at Mai Edafal Gure end Zila from 3,000 feet
with 500 1be, 250 Toy 4O Ibe, and 20 lb. bombs and -
incendiaries, It was later rel:.a.'bly rcported that 3,500 o
tons of ammmition were destroyed, and 2 subsequent photo-
grephic recomaissance showed that an ammunition dump south
of Mai Edaga was completely obliterateds " On 23 Septenber
thtee Wellesleys of No.45 Squadron dropped bombs on the
tarmac in front of the Caproni 'work.és: at Mai Edaga and also
attacked dispersed aircraft at ':Gura. aerodrome setting.two
enemy fighters on fire,
During the months of September and October several
raids and photographic reconnaissances were carried out on
' ‘enemy troop concentrations and aerodromes, and continual
bombing attacks were attempted on Gura and the numerous fuel
and émmition dumps in this area. Presumebly for this
reason the enemy ‘based their main fighter defence there, and
the R.A.P. made several attempts tosdraiy off the enemy's
fighter strength by attacking dispersed targets in the area
north of the Agordat’ - Massewa railway while contimuing as
“far as possible to carry out bombing ra:Lds on Gura. C[fhese
raids were frequently made at night in order to avoid the O
enemy's fighter opposition. They included successful attacks
. b'y-Blenheims of No.45 Squadron on the fort and a suspected
fuel dump at Mai Edaga, the railway yards at Agordat, and
‘the asxrodrome at Asmara, and by .fWellesleys of Nos,elk and

‘A»’-';l“ ~223 Squadrons on the aerodromes at.Gura and Asmara,

, o SRR e /Meanwhlle

XA .

‘)

1. Mzxi Badmga, Where Thv Ogproml airoraft works were. situate_d, is near Gura,
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Mcanwhile‘on 13 October a detachment of eight

L Welle.;leys of Nouli7 Squadron was moved to Gedaref to

barb troop and -m.z-nltlox}_;‘gon.centratlons in the Metemma = -
Lake Tana area ~(A‘byssinia) 'but on 16 Octo'ber, before

these operatlons had. been begun R the Gedaref a,erodrome ‘

was, attacked. by one S.79 and seven flghters (C.R.32s ‘

. and Azs) thJ.e the Wellesleys (and two V:anents which

had arrived the PI’G'V'.LOU..: day) were on the ground. * The

attack came as a complete surprise and before our pilots '

. had t:unc to. reach their- a.lrcr:aft the S.79 dropped a

-AeCo Slatterts "Brief

Sumary of Air Ops.
in the Sudan etc."
(AeHeBoII J7/2)4

No.254 Wing Form 540
Entry of Auge '40,

stlck of bombs. Whlle the llghters made low flying ma.ch:me—-
gun "straf‘es" w1th 1ncend1ary amrunition, In a few
minutes all our alrcraft were in flames and vvex:e all
destroyed-“ . none o;f' the personnel were injured.

Summaxy o:f' Bomber Sort:.es etce by the R.A.F, Sudan

Command 1l June = 31 Octo‘ber 19,0,

During the period of Phase I the Royal Air Eorce of
the Sudan Command carried out 62% medium and 2 mis-
ce]iaz;eous borber sorties (total 629%), in addition to
numerous reconnaissances and patrols and convoy escorts
to shippinge. Although in a numerical i_nferiority in
aircraft the R.A.F. Squadrons me~intainéd determined and
continued of‘fensiwfe operations which inflicted serious
damage in relation to the effort involveo. on the
Italians! aerodromes, aircraft, railwsy and fuel dumips and
on their chief Eritrean seaport of Massawa, As an
indication of the success of the bombing sorties it may
be mentioned that the Commanéing Officers of Nosel:
and 223 Squadrons (Wellesley Bombers) were awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross in recognition of their

servicess Y

/[Aircraft Losses




AsCe Slat’,cer 's

"Brief Summary of

Alr Ops, in the
Sudan" etce
(AdHeB. II J7/2)

_AiJr:.'craftALosses Sudan Commend 11 June ~ 31 October 1940.

"The losses-to: our aircraft in the Sudan during the

period of Phase I were:-

Elghteen Bombers in the air.

Ten Bombers on the ground and.

Five Bombers fromdther. causes -
‘totalling thirty-three aircraft in elle

The losses ‘_to the enemy in the Sudan during the same
’ ' '

L e

period were as follow«-..

(a)Conf:.rmed
— Lo
Eleven Bombers and eight F:Lghters in the air |
Thirteen Bombers and three" F:.ghters on the ground =~
totalling thlrty-flve a:mcraf‘t in alls

(c )Probable

Three Bombers and seven Fighters in the air
Two Bombers and two Fighters on the ground -
a total of fourteen au.rcraft.

()
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II. THE ATTACK: ON KENYA

The Strategical Iumlic'o.t'ions.

CeRoMaE,/98/1:2/G(P) A successful Ttalian offensive against Kenya
JoPeSs Paper No,22
Defence of the - would have had ‘serious repercussions on our prestige in

Sudan and Kenya,
: o Southerti.and Central Africa. Moreover, it would have

cut -the Mombasa = Cairo line of commumication (although
this would not have threatened the maintenance of the
‘Sudan so long as the Red Sea remained open),

“An advance into Northern Kenya would have
enabled the Italians to establish advanced landing
grounds from which air a’ctaoké against objectives in
Kenya and Ugenda could be developed. Possible

- objectives for. such air attacks included Nombasa (a.nd
its port of Kilindini), ‘the rail link from Mombasa to
R Soroti on the Mombasa - Cairo line of communication, and
the staging posts:of Nairobi and Kisume on the air
reinforcement route from South Afri’ca%

The Forces  Availablee -

As with the Sudan the ‘position of Kenya in June
1940 appeared extremely serious, The only troops in
the Colony were two (under strength) Brigades of the
- King's African Riflesz, two Light Batteries, and a Figeld.
Company of East African Bngineers; upon these meagne .
forces depended the defence .of the 1, OOO mlle lené th: of
- the Kenya - Abyssinian and: Kenya -. I1/:a'l:t.an Soxw.l:x.la.nd
. (Jubdland) frontierse .- . e -"
+ ¢ “InMay (1940) the Northern Brigade of fhé'
SN K.A.R.'3 (commanded 'b*r Br:.gadler W. Owen, M. .E., .wI.C.,)

had movecl :ws Hea:dqucr’cers to Garlssa oh the upper B

P e
i

/waters of
l. See: page @ mf'ra. ) . :
2 The K.A.R. are native Ai‘rlcan troqps with White Off'lcers.
3« Comprising the.2nd, 3rd and 2;.1:1’1 an. KeAeRe . )
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W&?ﬁéﬁg of* "Ehe Tana Rivér-buti it had detachments of its
troops as Par distant as  the Tiirkana territory (to the west
‘.of Leke Rudolf) and Malindi on the Coast, . - B
The Southern Brigadel (under the comdi;d'b.f
Brigadier CuCs Fowkes, C.B,E.,) had its Heaaguarters at
- Wa;j::.r (s:.tua.ted in “the Kenya "Northern Frontier District")
“Wlth a Comp'my at Moyale2 and detachments and patrols ot
" other ottposts along the Kenya - Abyssinian border and ai PN
‘Dif on the Kenye - Jubaland boundery. Against these small e
forces of troops - little more than helf a Division in
strength - the Italians had severa.l thousands of iroops
c0mpr:1.slng crack regulc.r Regiments, B:..ttal:;.ons of Colon:l.al
(Native) Infantry, excellent artillery, and local levies
“of natives knovm as "Banda" who were officered by
E‘urbpeans. In addition to these ground forces the
Italian Air Force had a large numerical superiority while
thé"'.ﬁrtitish Adr Units in Kenya consisted of Nol237
(Rhodesian) (iAeC.) Squadron (Hardys, Harts and Audaxes)
and No.11 (one Fairey’ Battle and Hartbees - replaced by
Fairey Battles at the end of June) and No,12 (JU°86_s)‘
'Bomber Squadrons, the Detachment of No.l (Furies and
| Gladiators) Fighter Squadron of the South African Air
AJCe Sowrey's Draft Force, and three Flights of the Kenya Auxiliary Units,
Dispatch. (Febe =
Mey '4l). File Of these the Fairey Battles of No,1l Souadron proved to
M,151/1,&"Report on
Ops in Bast Africa" be most efflc:.em banbers when f:."hter escort was avail-
from 10 Feb to 5

April ‘41 able, but they were hondicapped by lack of air ard oil
(AH.B, II J7/1)

)

cleaners and developed engine trouble on this account,

' ;..‘."AB."':., . o o ‘ - /Thell‘

1. Comprising the 1st; 5th and 6th BiseKedeRe ©0 0

..2+ The_ British post at Moyale - on the Abyss:.n:.an border -~ was only a mile
from an Italian post, reférred to hereafter ag "Italiam Moyake"s- -

3a The K.A.4.U, was disbanded on 11 Nov, '40 but.its NoJi- (Com’ﬁmcatlon)
Flight with an Air Defence Unit of Tanganyika was formed into & ‘Commni-
cation Squadron with its H.Qe. at Nairobi and a detachment ot Dar-es-Salaam
(Air HeQ, Bast Africa Form 540, Entry of 1 Nove '40).
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Their normal bomb To&d was four containers each of which
i held twelve 20 lb, bombs, but this could be raised to a
load of four 250 1b. anid four. 20 1b, bombs. (If required
the containers could carry 4 1b. incendieries instead
of the 20 1b. bombs)e  The JU.86s of No.12 Squadron were
converted passenger"{‘éransports which had been in use on
the South Africaﬁ Civil Air Routes. They were German
EI I I aircraft but the Germans’ad already ceased to use them
e as bémbers, Their chief” disadvantages were short' ‘rq.nge
. . (600 miles) and the impdéé.ibilify of verying their bomb
el -'l-oad to meet requlrements, the® only feasible load wh:Lch
. they could carry be:mg four 250 l'b and eight 20 1b, bombs.
L o The prov:stn for recogmt:.on of the JU .86s seems
.. 77 . to have been mad.equa’ce , and on one occasion m:n.oht well
.. have'led to a ca’castronhe when Pighter aircraft of the
SudvAF, at Archer's Po.st fired’ in error on two JU.86s in
which Piel @ Marshal Smuts (then“on a visit-to the South
* African Forces in Kenya) and his staff were travellingl.
Before the end of June the South African Air Force
‘was augmented ’by.'ii:"hé"';\ri‘ival of No.kD (Army Co-operation)
‘r8qitadron which was equipped with the Hartbee biplanes

S.A,A;F, Récords =~  ‘(Medium Bombers) of Nosll Squadron, and No,l (Surwsy)

War Dlax'y' ) . Lol .

Noe.l(S) Flt, © Flight (later known as No.60 (Survey) Squadron) equipped

Entry of 24 June - : - .

140, with Ansonse All the Units enumerated above were placed
under the orders of the Roy4l Air Force Headguerters at
Nairobi,

A.CqeSowrey's "Report On their az'rivéi‘ri"thé':"zéquédrons of the South,

on Air Ops," T.Eele
10 Febe to 5 Aple'sl African Air Force suffered Prom a ma,)or disability,

(AH.B. IT J7/1) : , o
namely ‘the lack of kacticel and érew training of

/ their personnel

1l This 1nc1dent is mentloned :Ln the S A.A.F.=War D:Lary Narra’clve of
Northern Ops - and "It& a ‘Tong Way to Ad.dls" by Carel Birkby = w:Lth
Forewetrd ty FeM. Smuts, (London: - 'Prederich Muller Ttde 1942)s
Mr, Birkby was @n official War Correspond.ent in the t’fatrﬂ.palgn- ;

')--

RN



AJCuM, Longmore's
Despatch May -
December 1940,
(A.HoBo I J1/7)
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~ combined with the experience gained by their persomnel in

. T : .
their personnell. This, however, did not deter them from
cormencing their operations when war broke out with Italy,

and the assiduous attention whish was given to training

. the somcwhat spasmodic operations in which they were

- engaged during the period of Phase I enabled them to attain

a high standard of borbing and air firing,
The South African Air Force being a part of the

Union Defence Force:an arrangement was concluded on behalf

()

of the Air Ministry by idir Chief Marshel Sir R, Brooke-
Pophan, G.C.V.0,,KaQeBe, C.}.G., DuSe0e, AuF.C., with
Field Marshal The Rt, Hon., J,Ce Smuts, whereby it was
agreed thst the Operational control of the S.4,A.F. should
come under the 4,0,C.=in-C,, Middle East, Sir A. Longmore,
who accordingly naninated Group Captain We Sowrey, A.F.C, 5
DeFeCey as 04Cuy Royal 4ir Force, East Africa, with
Colonel H, Dani€l, M€, AvF.Cvj Of the S.A.A.F. as his
Senior Staff Ofﬂ;i.cer{t’}"“;""i@i‘i?'-fff:hé promotion on 1 October of
Colonel Daniel to Brigadiér, the ‘appointment of 0.C. , RoaJP,
East Africa was raised t¢'sthat of 4,0,C. s Group Cartain
Sowrey remaining in.command with the rank of Air Conmodore;
Meanwhile.until such time as new Battalions of the
King's African Rifles could be trained and reinforcements;'
from South Africa and West Africa could arrive, th: fate
of the Colony rested on the two Brigades of the K..i.R,
and the units of the South African Air Force2,
Wajir, the Heédquarters .of the Southern Bri. ade

of the K.A.R. (and - also of "C" Flight Of:’NfOQ'é37 (Fho’dés-iﬁ’l) ~_
Squadron) has been described as "The Clapham Junctiefi’of
the Deser’c";':3 » for its wells are the fieeting place of the

Smadn

e As regards pilots: many of these had been draym from the Civil Air Sexrvices
and had received some (f1ying) training in the S.A.A.F, Flying Schools,
There was little training for-qbsenvers: and gurmers in ‘the Union, (Cormni-
cated by Copte VeJa Fimn, SydvicF. - attached to the By Lo0. London) ,

24 Including No,237 (Rhodesiany.Sqdng cir i
Se8ee "Its & 'Long Way to Addis", e

¢

)
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main caravan routes i‘rom Kenya, Abyssinia and Italian
Sona.l:.land. Here the Gallas, Borans, Somalis and
nomads fron the southorn borders of Abyss:.nla have forec-

ge.thered from t:me Lmemorlal for all mst visit the

wells in th:.s waterless country. ‘Por this reason Wajir

I R

he.d long been an outpost of the Kenya Administration
where a check could be kept on nomad Somali reiders and

C smugglers f‘ron the Itallan f‘rontlers of Jubaland,

H

The strf..teglc J_ulportenoe of W&Jlr from a

.m.l:c.tary aspect cen be seen by a glcnce at the maps
A from Waa:.r three ro:..ds lead to the Ita.l:.an frontlers,
ne.nely, a road to the south-east wh:Lch Iorks at El-Tull,

one bra.nch lea.da.ng to D:Lf on the Jubaland border and

.......

thence to Ai‘mac'lu and the port of K:.smayu 5 a road to the

north-ee.st Wh:LCh leads to El Wa.k '\nd a road to the

..l
T

north-west wh:n.oh pa.sses through Bun'1, Korondil, and

Dobel to Moy(,le a.nd Mege. cl'ld. thence ultimately to

Addls Abeba.‘ Each of the se three roeds could. be

) rut:.l:l.zed by an 1nvad.1ng f‘orce f'rom Abyss:l.nla or

Jubaland to capture Waga.r - whloh :1.s itself the gateway
to Kenya, for from Wa,j:.r the roads to Archert's Post
via Kltterrlaster's Ca.np, and Isolo v1a Garba Tula lead

through NanJukJ. a.nd Nyer:L to Ne:Lroo:L and the settled

hlghlands of the Colony.

Open:.ng of Hostllltn.es. '

The f:Lrst opera.tlon of the waxr in Kenya occurred
on ll June when the South A:f‘rlcan A:Lr Force took the
1n:x.t1at1ve by bomb:.ng Ital:.an Moyale wa.th four J.U,86s

of No.12 Squa.dron. At dawm on 13 June while the JU.86s

_ _were on the:.r way,. to Mq;ale to repeat their attack the

enemy bom'bed Waa:,r w:.th three C A 1333 causmg some

' casualt:.es among. the K.A.R. s severﬂ.y“ ﬂamagmg two ‘:

aircraft of No.237 (Rhodes:xan) Squad.ron, and sett:.ng

/on fire
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on fire a dump-of ' 5,000 %allons of aviation fuel,
| On’ 16 June s:‘.rfrdit‘eheous bombing and strafing opera~
tions we;:'e?'ﬁearried out at Yavello, Mega and Neghelli:L
(A’byesinia). The attack on Yavello was made by two JU.86s
of No.l2 S'ciiiadron which surpr:n.sed three CeRe32 Tighters and
ten C.A.133 bombers on the serodrorés * These -..eral‘t were
“bombed with 250 b, borbs and incendiAries and machines
. gunned probably ot least eight of the Ce..rel33s were
) rendered unserv:Lceable and the C.R 32s were donaged., The
attack on Mega was nade by three Hartbees of No,1l Squadron
wh:Lch 'bon'bed a large enemy camp with 120 1b, bombs and
:anend.larles from a he:Lght of f‘:Lf'ty feet demolishing the
”'be.rrc.cks and da.maglng the Wireless' Telegraph station:
- cons:.dera’ole AJA, flre was encountered and our aircraft
.E‘Were all hit but not daﬁeged seriously, The attack on
 Neghelli Was;.': made by two Jue86s from & low altitude: four
direct hits with 350 1b, bombs were registered on the
office and a ha.ngar on ‘the acrodrome, and six grounded
CeSel33s were borwoed a.nd machine-gunned, resulting in one
| be:.ng bdrnt out one left in flames and one probably being
Hburnt out.
Dur:l.ng the first week of warfare the operations had
:lbeen solely of an aerial nature, but on 17 June a patrol
’ ef’ the King's -df'z"icm Rifles made a surprise attack on
Bl Wak® and 'éui&xed‘ the barracks; in this operatioi they
.Were assisted by an md;a:'c‘:'b'f“ -ﬁo"—'—éﬁ-?i‘Squadron which,
. however, ‘was bg c'lly damuged by mach:me—-gun fire and forced
to land, An attempt to t0w :Lt from the sgasne was found
to be.:imprgctlcable and it was then set on fire by its

LA

crew and destro;);ed. :
/On 26 June

le Yavello is situated apprrox, 115 mJ_‘l.es north-by-west of Moycle; Mega is
appProx, 60 miles noxth~west of Moyale, and Neghel11 is approx. S0 miles
‘east-by-north of Yavello,

2. Situated on the Kemyn-Jubaland border .(at the point where the bouni.ry
turns in a north-easterly d::.recta.on).

()

()
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On 26 June two JU.86s made a photographic
reconnaissance of the enemy aserodromes at Afmedu, Jelib
and Juzbo. | S

For the remainder of this month nmumerous sorties
were carried out by the three Flights of Noe237
(Rhodesien) Squa dr0n2 operating in the Northern Frontier
and Coastal arcas of Kenya.

. Towards the end of Junc Brigadier Fowkes noved
his Brigede towards the Abyssinian border and on 1 July
he established his Headquarters at Buna on the Wojire-
Moyele road., 4t dawn on the same day an enemy Brigode
supoorted by artiilery attacked British Moyale which was
gorrisoned by one Cormpany of the lst KeAR. The attack
was opened by a heavy artillery bombardment followed by
an Infantry asseult, Aircraft of No,237 Sqguocron made
several sorties on the enery troops obtaining hits with
a salvo of four 20 1b. bombs on an eneny gun position

_ and with a similar salvo on the enemy's "Banda" camp,
‘and scoring hits on several machine-gun posts and houses
in Moyale with.20 1b, bombs, he aircraft also attacked
enery positions with mechine-gun fire, = On the next day
(—2 July) three Hartbees bombed the enemy gun positions;
four guns were believed to have been destroyed and a
large explosion was presumed to have been an ammunition
dump,  Meanwhile o Hort aireraft of No.237 (Rhodesion)
Squadron acted as an observer for a British Mountain
Battery which had arrived earlier in the day ond wos
ghelling the cnemy's camp, In the meantime a relief
column of the K.A.R. had advanced from Buna but was
uneble to meke contact with the garrison. During the
next two days aircraft of No.237 (Rnodesian) Squadron

/made several
1., A1l situated in the Kismeyu area of the Jubaland Province of Italian

Somaliland,
2 This Sqdn. was divided into "A", "B" and "C" Flights.,




Alr HeQe Bast
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of 6 Aug, '4l1.
Appdx, B,
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nade several sorties and offensive reconnaissémes on eneny
troops attacking Moyale but on the night of 14~15 July the
garrison was forced to evacuatc the post on the failure of
their water supply.

At the evacuation of Moyale our troops were unable to
destroy their fuel and ammunition dumps, and to prevent them
falling into the honds of the encrny the Military guthorifies
asked Air He‘adquar"ters Nairobi to destroy them. Accordingly
on 15 July three JU,.86s of No,L2 Squadron S.A.AF. roided
Moyale and destroyed the dumps, | .

Meo:m}hile the general policy of the South African Air
Force in Kenya included attacks on enemy aerodromes,
meahanised transport concentrations ond military buildings
of all kinds (including Wireless Telegraph stations), and
special recomnaissances which were generelly of an offensive
characters. A scheme of alternative targets was drown up
in the followﬁag order of priority:-

(a) Petrol, oil and bomb durps.,

(b) Aircraft, .

(¢) M/T concentrations,

(d) Wireless Telegraph stations.

(e) Hangsrs ond other buildings. o

(f) Troop concentrations,

(g) Barracks.

Attacks on Wireless Telegreph stations were of
considerable importance, for in the vast areas of Italien
Sormaliland and Abyssinia many enemy ;trongholds and aerow
dromes were not linked to the existing land telegraph lines
and. were therefore obliged to rely on Wireless Telegraphy
for commmnication with other centres.

 In addition to these operations weekly reconnaissance
flighté were made over shipping in the Kismayu and Birikeu
(Port Durnford) roadsteads, and coastal patrols and channel

sweeps were carried out at Mombasae /Observer
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Observer Screen in Kenyae

HeQe ReirsFo, ME, Prior to June 190 an orgenisation wos estoblished
File DO/AML/1l
I:?Iam* ﬁ gjsug. 40~ in Kenya to provide an Observer Screen against hostile

v thle - '

air attackse It consisted of 30 observer posts vhich
provided an inner and oﬁ’qer screen to cover the most
likely directions of aponroach to the towns of Kisum,
Nairobi, Nakuru, and the port of Mombasa. These
observer posts were served by volunteers, native tribal
police and other civilian peréonnel.

The orgenisation was controlled by the Civil
administration, but the Civil authorities and the Army were
anxious that the Royal Air Force should take over
control.  Accordingly the Royal Air Force took over the
Naircobi centre on 19 June (1940) and the Mombasa re-
porting centre én 27 July (1940).. |

For various reasons the organisation was, however,
found to be :'v_.nadgquate , and Air Headgquarters, East
Africa (with the concwrrence of Air Heddquax"ters,

Middle East) decided that inner and outer observation
lines equipped with W/T and supplemented by some 30
existing landline posts were necessary. It was also
recomended that a nurber of British and African
personnel should be recruited into the Royal Air Force
to replace the volunteer observers. These recomuendom
tions vwere‘ approved by the Air Ministry and the ’
establishment of the Kenya Wireless Intelligence Unit
File. S.58%. was sanctioned on 31 October (1940).

Mearmwhile the South African Air Force had ine

augurated a system of Radio Direction Finding stations,
Toid. and in June 1941, in view of the then changed militoxry
situation, the Kenya Wireless Intelligence Unit was

disbandeds

/Operations of the




&ir H.Q. Nairobi
Entries of 9 and
11 July ‘40,

Ibid

Entries of 16 and
17 July ‘40,
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Operstions of the S.i.d.F. - | ﬁ

In pursuence of the general policy of the S.A.4.T.
(as abovementiqnedl) three JU.86s of No.lé .Squo.\dron‘ mm‘ie‘a
reconnaissance of the aérodrome at Iuagh Ferrendiz on 3 July
and bombed on enery alrcroaft (‘chek only one oﬁ the aerodrome),
troops cdncentr.gt'ions a.nd stores, and on 7 and 8 July two
JU.86s of the some squadron nade offensive reconnaissance f::\
over Afmadu, Gobwen and J elj.“b3 ‘and the Wajir - El Wak ~
Derkeli roads. On 18 July four JU,86s of No,12 Squadron bombed

circraft, M/T,ond ammnition dumps ot Neghelli aerodrome

with 250 1bs, 20 1lb, and incendiory bonbs when one enemy

aircraft was destroyed and two more were probably damaged,
and on 27 July two JU.86s of the same Squadron made photo-
graphic recomnaissance of the lending grounds at Afmadu ,'
Gobwen and Jelib to ascertain if any of these landing
grounds were in use or were being preiaared for use in the
near future. During this period the enemy Air Force
showed sone activity, tu;o Se79s bombing end machine-gunning
the K.AR. encampment of Buna on ‘9 July, and three CA.113s
bormbing Wajir on 11 July. In. neither of the:";e raids were
any casualties sustaineds During the raid on 1l July two
Hartbees of NookO (A.Ce) Squadron’ intercepbed and demaged
one CA.133 which crashed near Derkali: another of the
Cd.13% . was shot down by the K.AR. at Buna, On 16 am.d
17 July Wajir was agoin attoecked by two Se.79s and three =

S.79s respectively but no casualties occurred. Three other

8,795 and two CA4133s attacked Wejir on 17 July when one

Audax of Noe¢237 (Rhodesian) Squadron was destroyed. - On
30 July two CA.JSBS. bomibed Wajir but no demage or
casualties ensued, and on 29, 30 and 31 July NosiO (4.Ce)
/Squad:bén ™

le On page 20 sugra.

2, Situated on the Juba River approx. 20 miles south of the Abyssinian borders
3+ These three places are situated in the lower Juba River areas
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Squadron bombed and machine-gunned enemy troop concentra-
tions at Funnanyatta and Dobell destroying many transport
camels and mules, Meanwhile on 27 July the Detachment of
No,1 Squadron had been augmented by nine Gladiators from
Abu Sueiers

On 1 August four JU.86s of No.12 Squadron bombed
the aerodrome at Yavello with 250 1lbs and 20 1b. bombs
and incendiaries when three enemy aircraft and a hangar
were damaged, and on the same day reconnaissances werc
made by single aiveraft of Nos.4O0 (A.C.) and 237
(Rhodesian) Squadrons over Wajir, Buna and Garrissa, and
an anti-submarine patrol was carried out by one JU.3€ of
No.12 Squadron off Dar-es-Salaam. On 8. August four JU.86s
attacked Neghelli aerodrome destroying t.o Caproni air-
craff and demaging two others, and setting five lorries
on fire; direct hits were scored on buildings and a
machine-gun post was destroyed; 16 x 250 1b., 15 x 20 lb.
and 16 incendiary bombs were dropped. On 19 August the
largest offensive yet undertaken was carried out when
four simultaneous offensive reconnaissances were made
on all enemy aerodromes within range of the Kenya border,
as follows:-

(e;) Three JU.86s of Nos12 Squedron attacked Afmadu,
Jelib, Gobwen and Margherita, One 250 lb. bomb
scored a hit on store houses at Afmadu and three
250 1b. bombs were dropred on an enemy camp at
Jelib.,

(b) Three Fairey Battles of Nosll Squadron attacked .
Yavsllo, Neghelli and Mega, by low level
bombing from fifty feet and 2,000 feet at
Yavello and Neghelli and by dive-bombing £rom

/3,000 to

(1) Situated on the Moyale-Wajir road, approX. 20 and 30 miles respectively
" south-east of Moyales
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3,000 to 500 feet at Megas The total weight of
bombs dropped in these attacks was 2,200 Ibs.e One
Caproni aircraft was damaged at Yavello and slight
' damage was caused to buildings at Neghelli,
(c) Three Fairey Battles of the same Squadron attacked
Lugh Ferrandi, Dolo, Isha Baidoa, and Wejitl.

'(d) Seven Fairey Battles of the same Squadron attacked

Merka? damaging one Caproni aircraft and Administra-

tive buildings, and dive-bombed (from 1,000 feet)
the aerodrome at Mogadishu: direct hits were scored
on a hangar and the jetty. All our airc;‘aft
retufned safely from these operations5 .
On 21 August six Fairey Battles of Noell Sguadron
attacked the aerodrome at Mogédishu in two waves of three
aircraft; 24 x 250 1b, bombs and 17 incendiaries were

dropped in dive-bombing attacks from 4,000 feet to 1,000

feet and direct hits were registered on the Wireless

Telegraph station, Motor transport, Administrative buildings,

hangars and barracks, and three CA,133 aircraft on the
ground were destroyed, and six others were damaged; all our
aireraft returned safely., This operation was repeé.ted on
28 August by ten Fairey Battles of the same Squadron (in
waves of three aircraft - the extra-aircraft being for
photography only) by dive-bombing from 3,000 to 1,000
feet, 36 x 250 1b, bombs and 36 incendiaries béing dropped.
Direct hits were made on a large M/T concentration and it
was estimated that eight hundred vehicles were destroyed;
all our aircraft returned., In a signal letter to the
Chief of the General Staff, South African Forces, the
Chief of the Air Staff (Air Ministry, Iondon) stated
"'Iesterday's

1. These three places are in the Ingh Ferrandi areas

2 Situated on the coast, ‘ '
3¢ In all these four attacks our ajrcraft used 250 1b, bombs and incendiaries.

@



"Iestgrday-'s tstrafe! of Mogadishu by Noell Bomber
Squadron was outstanding", |

During this month many coastal, escort and
photogfaphic patrois were carried out by aircraft of
Nos.L0, 237 (Rhodesian), 1l and 12 Squadronse.

The enemy's air activities were less in evidence;
on 11 August three Savoias bombed Korondill but in-
flicted no damage or casualties, and on 1y August three
Capronis attacked the aerodrome at Wajir but were
intercepted by three of oﬁr Gladiators and jettisoned
their bombs before reaching their target. On
23 August an unidentified aircraft, believed to have been
a Caproni, bombed the Garrissa erea but no damage or
casualties resulted.

Arrival of Army Reinforcements,

Carel Birkby's Mearmwhile two Brigades of the Royal West African
"Its a Long Way 2 3
to Addis" Frontier Force® and the lst South African Brigade™ had

(Muller, 1942),

arrived in Kenya in July. The two Brigades of the
RW.AP.F, were sent to support the King's African
Rifles in the Northern Frontier District, onel'i' at Buna
and thence to Wajir, and the other” on the Tane River.
The 1lst South African Brigade was stationed for some

6 .
weeks at Gilgil where it completed its training before
/moving

1.
24

Situated between Buna and Dobel.

ieee 23rd Nigerian Bgdee. (Brige Smallwood, M.Co) comprising lst, 2nd and
3rd Bns. Nigerian Regte, and 24th Gold Coast Bgdes (Brige Richards) com-
prising 1lst, 2nd and 3rd Bns. Gold Coast Regte . ’
Commanded by the late Brige Pienaar and comprising the Duke of Edinburgh's
Own Rifles, lst Transveal Scottish and the Royal Natal Caribineers.

i.es 24th Gold Coast Bgdes B o

ie0e 23rd Nigerian Bgdoe

Situated on the Kenya Railway approic'. 80 miles nor:_th-west;. of Naf:i_t?)bi.



36 : .

moving into the Turkana end Hebasswain-Wajir areas in

September., In October the 2nd and 5th South African

Brigades arrived and joined the training depot at Gilgiil.
These, with the lst South Africen Brigade, completed the 1st
South African Divis_ion, commanded by Méjor-General C—. Brink,
D.S.0s . It was, however, decided to recast the Brigades so
as to inclué.e the K’ing_'s. Africon Rifles, and two new
Division;s’were formed - the 11lth and 12th (African) -
commanded by Major-General HeEe de Re Wetherall, CeB.,
DeSeOsy OeBeEe, MeCo and ﬁa,jor—General Godwin-Austen

re&‘»pec’c:i.vely2 o

Purther Operations of the S.A.A.F.

In September the South African Air Force contimued
its offensive operations on enemy aerodromes and militaxy
~ositions, On 3 September three JU.868 of No-..12 Squadron
dive-bombed the aerodrome at Yavello with 250 1b, bombs and
sincendiaries from 3,000 to 1,500 ft. (a total of 2,360 1bs,
of bombs being dropped) and destroyed three Caproni air-
craft: one of the JUs, was shot down by anti-aircraft firve
and burnt cute Next day (4 September) four Fairey Battles
of No;ll Squadron reconnoitred the acrodromes at Afmadu,
Jelid and Gobwen but no enemy aircraft were seens On the
same,; day three Fairey Battles of the same squadron (with one

for photography) bombed enemy aircraft at Isha Baidoa®

/aropping

T. 2nd S.he Bgdes (Brige Tachanan, isCs) cokpriced 1ot ond 2nd fiold Force Bnge
ond Natel Mounted Rifless 5th S.ida Bdo, (Rrige drmotrong) conpriscd lot
South African Irish, 3rd Tronsvanl Seottich and 2nd Botha Reghs

2, The Brigodes vere kecast thusi= e A

1ot Sehy Division (ifnjoGons Brink)
Bra Sals Brdos (Brige Buchorsd)
Sth Sede Dpdos (Brige Arvstyong)

25th Bede Dpdos (Brigs Owen - formoxly Noxthexn Bgde, KeheRe) .
11¢h (4) Division (MajeGen, Wethorall)

St Bela S0

. Brig. .A.. MGD. Ri'bOhiB, D.SQO. "' 2 Bns, K.AORQ‘ and
Northern Rhodesian Rogte)

23rd Nigorian Bgdas (Brigs Srallvood)
12th gz\.)_ Division él-lu;i.Gen. Goduinsiuston)
lS S..":.. Bgde. Bl‘ig. HOW)

2hth Gold Co

ast Bodes (Brig Risharde)

29nd Evie Brdee (Brige Fowlwed -~ formerly Southern Bgdes KoAeRe)

3. Situnted approXe

100 miles southeeast of Imgh Fexrandie

()
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~ | ' aropping 8 x 250.Q% bonb¥ and 9 ticendieries which

A o  damaged four Caf:xbniaifcﬁaft “two ‘of Which.were
;;fbba.bly destroyed; . they aiso “dttacked the Wireiess

- Telegraph station ‘and barracks at Bc:rderal with 4 x 250
1b. bombs and 3 1ncend:|.cvrlcs but the effect was not
obsérved. On 7 Septembér threc Foirey Battles again

" “attacked Mogadishu® by dive-bombing from 10,000 to
1,000 £+, with 250 1b, bombs and incendiaries, destroying
one and damaging four other Caproni aircraft and {
scoring three direct hits on the storc and Administrative
buildihgé on the edge of the aerodrome. Three Re0¢37s
engaged one of the Battles over the ‘target and one of
the R.0.37s was shot down; all our aircraft returncd.
Oon '9'S'éz$tem;béx; Six 'Fé:iz;ey Battles bombed enemy aircraft
at Shashaﬁanaj aéroéroxﬁe on tvhich 1 enery airerft were
seens The; method. 6f"£1ttac}" was dive and 1'0W level
bomb::.ng fro'n 7,000 to 2,000 “feet, 2!;. x 250 1lb, and 24
1mendlary bombs be:mg dropped. One Savoia was
destroyed and four others severely demaged: one of
the Battles fajiled to return .

On 12 September three Fairey Battles repeated
the.attack on Shashamane with low level and dive |
attc.cks, scorlng a direct hit on the Hec..dquarters
bulld:l.ng w1th a salvo of 250 1b, bombs and destroying

A‘ .‘ : o_ne Savoia anrcra.ft and’ seriously dameging another,
| Dur:ing this operation four' CoR432s engaged the Battles.
one of which ‘crashed. in flames and another was
reported missing. 'On the same day -four JU.86s of
; /MAY Flight

le On the Juba R:Lver.
—~ 2. This was the 10th raid in 20 days on Mogadishu by No.ll Squadron,
3. South of Lake Shala (Abyssinia)
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npn Tlight No.12 Sq_uadron attacked the aerodrome at Ji mnal

registering dn.rect h:Lts on a hang°r and other buildings with

259 1b. bom‘ps and destroying one Caproni aircraft and
demaging at least one other; (a total weight of 5,400 lbs.
of boml;:'s, was dropped). :While these operstions were in
progress a Ju .867 of "B" Flight, Nos12 Squadron made three |

coastal patrols and two Hortbees of NoJ4O (4.Ce) Squadron

made two. sorties in support of our ground troops who were

engaged in an offensive patrol at Wel Garas on the Jubaland

‘border south of E1 Wak.

As a result of a photographic reconnaissance of

B:.r:x.kau (Port Durnford)- by one JU, 86 of Noal2 Squadron on

11.. Se'otember, when a new lancl:l.ng ground was d:.scovered three

JU +86s attacked the Wireless.Telegreph station, buildings

and the landing ground at this place (on 16 September) by

dive-bombing from.3,000 ft. to 1,500 ft. 10 x 250 1b.

8 x 20 1b, bombs’aha.:gs x 25 1p. incendiaries being dropped.
Three buildings were hit, one of which was demolished but
the Wireless stat‘l,ion was missed, On 18 Scptember two
JU.86s made a night bombing attock on the aerodrome at
Yavello by dive~bombing from 2,000 t6 700 ft. and drbpping
8 x 250 1b, and 16-x 20 1b, ‘borbs.  One grounded Caproni
a:trcraft was damaged but no other results were observed. |
On 20 September six JU,86s of No.12 Squadron and three
Feirey Battles of Nosll Squadron made three bombing attacks
on Birikau, The first wave (JU+86s) aived from 3,000 £t,
to 1,500 ft,. with 52 1bs bombs and 25 1b. end 4 1b
incendiarieé scoring hits on bukldings many of which were
destroyed by fire, Eight 250 lb. bombs were also dropped
but the damage was not observed, ' The second wave (JU,86s) .
d;l.ve-bonibed individually from 1,500 to 800 feet and scored- '

hits on a small factory with two 250 1b. bombs, and
/started -

Situnted approre 175 miles south-west of Addis Absba,
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AH.,Q, East Africa,
Form 540 Entries of
2 and 19/20 Sept.

140,

started fires among buildings with inc'erndiaries.} The
third wave (PFairey Battlcs) corricd out low level and
dive-bombing attacks from 4,000 to 2 ,000 feet with 250 lb.
bombs end incendieries. o'bth:m:mg near nisses on buildings,
Slight rifle or 'mt:.—a.::ncraft fire was encountered but

no c’Lamagc or casua.].tics were sus*l;eined by our aircraft

OF¥ crews.,

| Other bormbing attacks during September included
Shashemana scrodrome, militery (or administrativg)
buildings at ’Ma.'.jil s a military camp some six miles

north-east of this place, a landing ground south-east of

-Maji, and a further attack on Birikaﬁ‘. . During this

month numcrous offensive patrols were carried out in

-the coastal areas and Frontier districts.

Offensive activitics by the. enery included the

bombing by three Capronis.of & ground reconno:.tr:.ng

2

party at EL Tuli® but no casualties were sustained; and

_a high level attack neer Archer's Post by three S.79's

which were engaged by two of No,l Squadrons Gladiators
and made off in a northerly direction. on 23 September
undientified enery aircraft attacked our encaméments in
the Wajir and Bura5 -arcas causing casualties to tpree
African other ranks, | ' ~ ‘
Meanwhile on 2 September instructions had been
réceived from Air I-Ieadquarteré, Middle East, that No.237
(Rhodesian) Squadron was to move to the Suden, and on
19/20 September this Squadron left Kenyae This
reduction in the Kenya Squadrons was compensated by the
formation on 1 -October of Nos2 (Fighter) Squadron
S.AAF, equ:.pped with Puries, Gladiators and Hurricanes

Jwhich was

1, Situated approx, 40 miles north of Lake Rudoli‘. -
2, Situated 25 miles south~east of Wajir. :
3. S:.tuated on the Tana River approx, 50 miles south of Gerissae



Alr H.Q. East
Africa Form 540
Entries of 23 Oct,
‘and 3 Nov, ‘40,

which was formed out of the -Detachment of Noel Squadron in

Kenya, -

-During October the S.4.A.F. again attacked the acro-

;- dromes at Neghelli, Yavello, and bombed Jimna, an enemy

camp at Hdbokl, the Wireless Telegraph Station at ﬁugh

Ferrandi, and the camp, workshops and petrol durps at Majie

The attack on.'Neghelli was repeated oh 16 and 17 October
when hits wére .fegistered on the car park and; on ‘craiéport
near the ‘cownsl;zip.

During this month the usual cosstal and Frontier

offensive reconnaissance were made by Hartbees of NoJLO

- (A¢Cs) Squadron and JU.B64 of "G Flight, No,12 Squadron, and
shipping escorts and anti-submarine patrols were also carried

- cut by this Flight, Enemy sircreft made a few bombing

attacks, notably on 19 October when three Capronis bombed
the aerodrome and a pontoon bridge over the Tena River at

Garissa, inflicting a few casualties to our troops and

exploding a gelignite dump, A Fury of No.2 Squadron shot

down one of the Cgpronis.  On 2 October two Savoia air-.
craft bombed the aerodrome at Mélindi causing slight

damage to the runway: three Hurricanes and two Gladiators

~of No,2 Squadron tock off from Mombasa to intercept the

Savoias but failed to overtake them, It may be mentioned

that this half-hearted enemy attack on Malindi was the only

-Occasion when & real township in Kenya was raided, all the

- other targets selected by the Italians being outposts such

as Wajir, Bura, Garissa etc, in the «b'arren‘ Northern
Frontier District. \

In November the South African Air Force - which had
been augmented by the arrivel from South Africa of No.3

/(Fighter)

le Situated approx. 40 miles east of Iake Stefanie, '

ﬁ
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. (Fighter) Sc’luadro‘n‘ (Hur'z'icapes)l on 22 October and No.ul
.. L (A Co;ope?ation) Squadroﬁ (E-I.e_':‘:l‘:Bees) on 3 Noverber -
increased its ac_.tivities on é.ll fronté; -
On 3 November one JU.86 of "ot Flight Nol12 Squadron
made o coastal recommissancie of thc--Dar@ySﬂe:thaﬁzﬂ;w—
 Pemba Chamnel, while Hertbees of NoskO (A+Co) Squadron
made four r_ecbnnaisszmces in the Northern Frbntiér
' District along the Wajir - Dif road, the Wajir - Bura
area, the Gorissa - Liboi area - and the Garrissa -
Bura - Galma Gallaz.- Kolbio area, Next day (&
November) thiree Fairey Battles of No,ll Squadron bombed
fuel dumps and M/T concentrations at Neghelli by
shallow dive-bombing fror L4, 506 to 4,000 £t, with 6 x
250 1b. 6 x 20 b, and & container of 8 x 20 1bs end
20 x L4 1be boubs, end Aincer_ld;iaries. This raid was
unsuccessful as only one hit was registered on a
building the remaining bombs ma.}c:'.ng near ﬁsses. |
'24.,000 "'bombphle'l:s“3 were also drdpped; o.ner of the.
Battles was lost over >the tar.ge(t. On the same day two
JU.86s of "B" Flight No,12 Squadron made a photographic-
reconnaissance.éf Kismayu Bay and observed ‘13 ships in
the harbour,. one JU86 of G" Flight of the same
squadron made a coastal patrol, and one Hartbee of
NookO (AeC.) Squadron made a reconnaissance of the

L

Qerba Tulat - Marsabit '~ North Hor Road as far

as Dukana.5 . On € Noverber two JU.86s of "B"
: /Flight No,12

L.

2e
S

I-I--'

5e

No.5 Sgdn, was later augmented with "some Gladiators. This Sqdn. adopted &
"Fighting Wasp" as their Creet with the motto "Semper Pugnans® which were
painted on all their airoraft, As will be seen hereafter from the exploits
of this Sqdn. their motto was singularly oppropriate. (Noo3 .Sqdne SedeheFs
War Diary, Entry of 1 Decs '40). .
Situated approxe 100 miles south-east of Bura.

Pamphlets were thus designeted by the Seh. airmene

.8itunted spproximately 65 miles east of Isiolos

Situated near the Abyssinian border approx, 70 miles east of Lake Rudolf,.



Flight No,12 Squadron attacked rivercraft on the Juba River
by dive~bombing from 3,000 to 2,000 ft. with 250 lb.'bombs,
" one of which damaged 8 craft moored near the bridge at
Gobwen. On 7 November two Fairey Battles of Nosll
Squadron dive-borbed the Agministrative buildings at

4 Shashal from 4,000 to 1,500 £t, with 250 1b, and 20 1lbe
borx;bs meking two near misses, and dropped 10,000 pamphlets
(addressed to the Italians' native levies in Amharic) in
the ﬁaji areas The following day two JU.86s of No,12

Squadron bombed the Administrative buildings at Gardulla

from 8,500 feet, a total weight of 2,260 lbs. of bombs being

droppeds They also &ropped io;ooo (#mharic) pemphlets.

A few days later information was received that a
number of enemy sircraft were at Yavello aerodrome and on
1. November three Fairey Battles and three JU.86s were sent
to destroy them, Five Caproni aircraft were seen dise-
persed on the aerodrome and our éircraf't dive-bonbed from’
5,000 to 1,000 feet and dropped 12 x 20 1b. bombs and 2
_sticks of 6, 1b, incendiaries on the Capronis, destroying
to snd dameging the other three, Our aircraft then dive-
bombeﬁ the aerodrome from 8 ;OOO to 4,000 feet dropping
L. x 250 1b, bombs in two sticks followed by five sticks
of incendiaries., Hits were obtained on the camp but no
fires or explosions followed, (The total weight of bombs
dropped during these operations was 6,535 1bSe)e

During thé rgma.ihdér of November successful
bombing attacks were made on the Wireless il‘elegraph
station and Administrative buildings at Bardera and a
Wireless Telegraph station on the Berdera - Wel Garas
road, a;xd a photographic reconnaissgnce was made of -
Afmadu, Gobwen and Kismayu. Meanwhile shipping escorts,

patrols and offensive mconnai$sz;z-hces were made daily by

T. Situated near Maji (Abyssinia)e

/JU 865 and

)



JU.86s and Hartbees of Nose12 and 4O (isCs) Squo.clt'onsv
in the coastal area and the Northern Frontier District.

During Novermber the enery riade only three air
attacks, namely an atteck by two Savoias on Wajir on -
A2.Novembe.r (from_ vhich no damage or .casualt;‘u_zs-remlted),
’Q bombing attack on 19 November by two unidentified |
monoplanes on Balessa® resulting in one native irregular
‘being killed, and a boubing raid by three Capronis on
Bura aerodrome on 22 November, In this attack three
Hurricanes of No,3 Squadron enf,aged the Capronis.and»
shqt down one in flemes .and dama.@d the other tm‘) which
jettison‘ed their bombs before reaching the cerodrome.
The third Ceproni had boribed & camp approximg.tel;r 12
miles east of Bura but the bon{bs fell wide of the
obaectlve.

Surmary of the S.4.4.E's Operations, Kenya Cormmcl from
11 June to 30 Noverbor 1940.

During the per:.od of Phase 12 the South 4 r:.ca.r;
Air FPorce more than held its own against ] \iussol:LnJ. S |
"Regia Aeronaut:_ca". Although in an inferiority both
:|.n nurbers and in efficiency of aircraft thoy ha‘d.‘.
continually dttacked enér:gr a‘erodromés s W:’uc‘éless Tciegraph
gtations, AdI‘lJJllS‘tI‘;.‘tlve buildings, M/T and trocp
concentratlons and h‘..d carried out an almost aally
succession of offensive and photogrephic reconnaissances
and ‘patrol's over the whole coastal area from Der-es-
Saloam and Zanzibar in the south to Mogadisiu in the
north, and over the great area of the Northern Frontlnr
;DlStI‘:LC'b o.long the Kenye - Abyssa.n:.a and Kemyra -
Jubala.nd borders. Compared with these c.clﬂlevezz‘ﬂnts
the opera'b:l.ons of the Ttalian Air Force were remarkeble

o/ for the

1, Situated approx. 30 miles south of Dukenae
2, Including the month of November when (in Kenya) our forces had not yet
begun their offensive.



et

il

for the paucity of their number and (:Ln the majority of

céses) the ineff'e}ctiveness of their attacks, more especially

when it is remembered that meny of their piiots hed seen
service in the recent Spanish Civil Warl. . There can be no
doubt that the spirit of the South Afri;:an Airmen was res-—
ponsible for ma:::ty of their successes and led them, on-

" ocoasion, to take inordinate risks both with their lives and
their machines, This wy be illustrated by the incident of
the "home-made" borb which the pilot of an old Valentia
troop;cax'r'ier and a Sapper suﬁaltern constructed out of a

LO galivi oil—-c'l:mm' which they filled with iBO 1lbs. of
gelignite and pieces of -scrap—-irbn,‘ The bomb wes carried

| by fhe- Valentia (wedged on the '5ill of the cabin door as it

| was too big ’co. go inside) over the enemy fort at l\l\r.unoropu‘ch2
where it was heaved overtoard as the aﬁ.rcrza.f't skimmed low
sver the wells. Tt fell in the courtyard and exploded,
killing nine I‘Eeli}ans enid Asixteben netive troops, the
Valentia returning safely to its base after this unauthorised

but effective o;pera_tion‘)o

Compiled from Air From 10 June to 30 Noverber 1940 the South African

HeQe Bast Africa

Forms 540. - Air Force mede 221 bomber sorties, and 988 reconnaissances,

10 June -

30 Nove '40e including several'escorts to shipping and anti-submerine
SweepPSa .

Enemy Aircreft Losses.

The enemy's losses in aircfaft‘ for this period have
not been recorded sepsrotely, but from the.outbreak of waxr
- with Italy (10 June 1940) to 9 February 191 the mumber of
) ehémy sircralft destroyed was fifty three and sixt.y three
damageds  (4aCe Sovmey's‘ “Repo_rf on Air Opse. TLeEoch.

'19.Febe ~ 5 April 191" of 31 May 191l. AeHeBe IL J7/1)
‘ ‘ /TIL THE
T, There was at lLeast one ~ i not more - Tacos! Oof The oponisn war amongst
the Ttelian Air Force pilots (sec "Ii™ . Long Wy to Addis")e
2, Situated on the north-western shore of Lake Rudolf's
3, This incident is related in uTtts 2 Tong Way to Addis".
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Gen, Wavellls ., .
Despatch Opse in = *

ITT. THE ATTACK ON FRTTTSH SOMALILAND AND ..
- OPERAT"' TONS OF THS. R.4.F. ADEN COMMAND

G

Outl:l_ne of‘ the Attacke.

l»:.'

1

As has already been stated , the Ttalians

,.-,'

| :..ttacked British Somaliland on 5 August. " The only

Somaliland 1939—1940. uroops for the -defence of the Protectorate were two

A H,B. II J7/3)

’oattglionS'oi’ wie King!s ﬁ.f‘ricpn_Rifles, the lst

Battalion of the 2nd Punjeb ,RAegt.' , the lst Bast African

Light Batté:cy, "end the Ganxe]r.Cogp;.. These were, however,
i‘einf orced from Aden by the 3/15 Punjab Regt. and twb ' v
Anti-Aircraft gunsy. ond. on 7 August. tie 2nd Battalion of

the Black Watch also arrived from Aden, A large

number of native. tribesmen. - Illalos - were patrolling

" in the forwdrd'areas,-under the control of District

Cc;xiymissionéx"s;-‘ to provide information of eneny ‘movement.
Brigadier A.R. Chater DeSeOs, O4BiE., commanded our
forces. |

e main bady. . of the troops was posted at the

- Tug Apgan Ga.p in the belt of hills on the road between

- was sent up to the ’l‘ug Argan Gc.p. "

3 Hargeisa P_nd Berbera, ond a smail force a,t the Sheik
Pc.ss on the road. from Buramo to Berberu : the Bihindi
Gap -on the ee.st of Berbera was also: helcl. H.M.S. Ceres

p“trolllng the coast assisted by shell:u}g,‘the enemy

and HelloA.S. I-Iobort prov:Lded a 3 pr: naval ng 'wh:.ch,v'
The enengr attacked the Tug Arpan nosz_tlon on'

11 August in strength end on thc night of 12/13 Augu_,t
. the 2nd K.A R., who were nolcl:mg the hills on the lef‘t

flank of the posn.tlon, were dr:.vcn backe Meanwhile

on the evening of 11 August Magor—Generel AeRe Godwin-

Aus ten haa a:c‘:r‘lved from Palestine and had taken over

the comm.,nd i’rom Brigadier Chr_.ter. On the night of

13/ August o convoy consisting of one Company 2nd
/Black Watch

1. On page § Suprae
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Black Watch with ammunition ond water for onc of the
fon;erd de:[’end.ea lOC'llltleS was ambushed, and this inci-
dent shovred . G-eneral Godwm—;msten the dzmger of the line
of re‘creat to Berbera be:Lng cu’c by enerrry :LnI:Ll‘cr‘..t:Lon.
By 15 Jugust mazy of our defences ho.d been destroyed by

‘the overwhelming forces of "the enemy, and the Gemeral

" decided that a Yetreat on Berbera and evacuation therefrom

‘Was the only course to save his forces from a d&nger'ous'
defeat and pogsible amiihiletion, He telegraphed accorde
ingly to GoH.Q. Middle East :givirxg the alternatives of
immediate evacuction or continuation of the action with
probable loss of o very large proportion of his troopsg

" Licutenent=Gencrsl Sir HM. Wilé'on, ~1;.0.13., D.S.0., (who
“was in tempérg r command of #iddle East during General
Wavell's dbsence in Englond) decided in favour of evacuation.
This was carried out successfully during the next three

* gy ; and by. the morning of 18 August the majority of the

troops had been embarked in transports assisted by

"-"H.M.A.s. Hobarbs .

Operatlono ‘of the R.A. F. Aden Command prior to and during

the Att actc.

The onl.y assistance which the Royal Air Force was

. sble to give for the protection of British Somaliland was

Appx, "A" (being a. limited to certain units at Aden, The role of the Reh.T,

" report by the A.0.Ce

Aden) to Gen,Wavell's in that area hoad beén a.eflned. as follows:~

Despatch "Ops. in
Somaliland" 1939-
1940,

. (AeHeBy II J7/3)

(a) The protectlon of CONVOYSe

(b) The neutralisation of enemy Air Forces so as to

achiecve (a) , and to protect the shipping at
Aden., Permission was, however, obtained from
HoQ., R.A. F".',"Middle East, for a Flight to
g:.ve close auppoz't in Brl'tloh Somsliland, but

1t was not intended to utilise any more than

. this Fllghu in support of the Army, except in

of emergenc
tl'.xe'case emne Qé Ve /Tt is

)
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It is evident, therefore, that the R.A.F. in Aden coul.ci
Ibid . .only provide "a measure of Air support" for the Army in
the attack on‘-ABr_-it.ish So#mlileﬁd, in view of the smallnes-
 of the available Air Forces and their prior commitments

- for the’ protection of convoys and for the defence of
Aden itseif. Ne\'}erthel,e'ssf' "the; e.1r effort- expended in
support of the Lrmy in Somalilend was the maximun which

could be given with the Adr Fo‘rc‘es available." |
.As mentioned ‘previouslyl the units of the R.A.F.

‘at iden in the early days of June (1940) consisted of

Noe1ll Sqdne Form. Nose8 and 39 (Bomber) Squadrons, Noe203 (General
540 Entries of 10 ‘ ' ' :

andl6 June '40. . Reqpnn,eissance) ‘Squadron, and No.9. (Fighter) Squadron,
; ut by 16'7'Jun'e these had been augmented by No,1l (Bomber)
Squadron (Blenheim Is) from India (whiqh had -been
originalj.y ihf:éﬁde(i for Egypt)z, On 14 tmlgust - 'dur:i.pg
o “the hei‘ght. of the- attack on British Somaliland -1;0.223 .
No.223 qud:l. Form 54,0 (Bormber) Squadron was flown to Aden from the Sudan as a

Entry of 1l Auge '40. ‘ .3
4dir HeQo Aden, further reinforcement”, and on the following day six

- Form 540 Entxry of

15 Auge '4Oe Blenheins of No.8. (Bémber) Squadron from Egypt--also - |
' a:c;rivéd at Aden, ;There was also by this time one Free
French Flight of Bombers (Glen Martins), All these
/uni‘us were under the command of Air Vice-Marshal
GeReMs Reid, DeSeOs, 1eCe, the Ae04Ce, Aden.
In the opinion of the A.0.C., the Royal Air Force

at Aden was faced with the following dirfficulties:

n .
Appxl."A" (being a (a) There was no protected aerodrome from which our
Report by the Aes04Ce Pighters or Bombers could operate in Somaliland.
Aden) to Gen.Wavell's The two aerodromes — one at Berbera and one at
Despatch "Ops, in Laferug - were quickly made untencble by enemy
Somaliland® 1939-1940 bombardinent. which was practicelly unopposed by
(A¢HB, I J7/3) ground defences, Two of our Fighters were

destroyed in the intial stages on the ground

/owing to

le On page3 Suprae o ‘
2, Nos.1ll and 39 Sqdns, were known at Air HeQe Aden as "The Indian Wing" as.

- they had both come from India - (geec Air HoQe Aden, Forms 540 Entries for
June '40 et seq)e ‘

3, Noe233 Sqdn, only remained at Aden until 22 August, when it returned to the

Sudan (see this Sqdn's Form 540, entry of 22 iug. 140),
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owing to lack of protection normally afforded by -

the Az'rrv,l Fighter -aircraft therefore had to be '
withdreym™.,

t () In view oif' the sbove it was impossible to operate
' Pighters at all, and for this reason, and only this,
the enem,sq had locnl air superiority.

(c) Because thcre Was no o.crodrone in Somaliland from
which to 'WOI‘k our Bombers were forced to operate
from Aden which was o range of 200 miles over sea.
At this pange the air effort was greatly hampered and
it was impossible to keep in close touch with the . = - ™™
nilitery |situation, ~

(&) Since the enery hed local air superiority our
" Borbers were. contimually being attecked by Fighter
aircraft while the crews were trying to assist the
Army and [to get a grip of the fast changing military
situation. This made our Bombers extremsly
. vulnerables

(¢) The aircraft with which we are ’equipped is a fast
Medium Bomber which is excellent for its proper
role but unsuiteble for close Army co-operation
work, espeo:.all.,r when not protected by Flghtersz

Gen. Wavell's . In spite of these dissbilities and difficulties the
Dospatch."Ops, in : . i , .

Somaliland 1939- Royal Alr Force "afforded the utinost assistance that their
19)4-09 . ) : ) v .

(A.H.D. IT J7/3) resources permitﬁed and took very considerable risks in

'dqing so's Durlng the period from the outbreak of War with

Italy until the- cTommencement of the enerxy s adva.nce on,

Tbhid  Appxe "A" British Somaliland the R...F. made forty four reconnaissances

on the British Sclmaliland - Abyssinian frontier, while

'.’chemselves subjected to counter attacks by the cnemy. At
dawn on 13 June ﬁ’four enen& aircroft made a boubing attack
'on Little Adén ‘and Sheikh Othman, bwt little damage ensued,
and one enen§r adreraft was shot down in flames by a
G-ladiator of No.é# Squadron, A few hours later three O
more eneny bombers approached and dropped 1ncendlary ‘bombs

| e.t Isthms,. They were attacked by two flghters of No.9l,.

/Squadron

1. W:Lth regard to paragraph (c.), :1:&: may be menti oned That MajeGens Godwin-

2,

Austen appended a Note to Gens Wavell's Despatch to the effect that in

‘normal circumstances Aeh. Bofors guns would have been available for the

defence of the aerodromes at Berbera and Lefexug, but that:none existed

with the force., Further that these aerodromes were given ground and low ™
altitude defences by a Pltn, of Infantry with two AcA.V.B. guns, the o
serodrome at Berbera also Having two 3" leh. gunse. ,

The reader may disegree with this bu‘c it was the opinion of the A40.Ce

at the time, A , . ‘
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Squadron -~ one of which was reported as missing, On
the same day a Blenhein of 'No.203 Scuadron on re~

comaissance discovered a satcllite acrodrome south-

‘west” of Assab (Eritrca) on which sorme twenty five

aircraft were located; this was attacked next day by
No.8 Squadron from a height of 2,000 ft, when two of

the eneny aircraft were destroyed on the ground and

- many bomb craters were ncde on the aerodrories.

On 1 July enemy aircraft dropped bowbs in open
country 60 milcs west of Aden, but no da.mage was re-
ported, and on 28 July three 5.79s attocked iden and
c'lame.;_iv,ed' 2 cargo vessel in the outer harbour,

During the whole of this period (10 June -

5 hugust) the R.i.F, mode successful bombing raids
which included Dircdawa, Dessiel and Haror (in Abyssinia) .
and Assab, Biyo Cabola ond Macace (in Eritrea)e OF
these, Diredawa and Macace were attacked repectedly;
the féilway 'étation and aecrodrome hangars at Diredava
were seriously daneged and the aerodrome at Assab
Wos tempora;rily abandoned by the enery ‘_ow;‘u;g to thf;
destruction camseci by our bowbs. |

In the two weeks from 5 August until the come
pletion of the evocustion of the British forces
(19 August) the R.a.0. carried out twelve separate
recoﬁnaissamgs , nincteen bombing-recommaissances
(employing 32 aircraft), end thirty-six bombing
attacks on eneny troop éoncéﬂtr'a.tions and transport
at the Tug Argan Gap, Hargeisa, and other localities,
They also maintained Pighter patrols (from Aden) over

Berbers making thirty six sorties,” In eddition to

~the above, N6;223 S(s_uo.di'on carried out six long

distance reids on enemy "back" area, one of them (on
" /18 ingust)

L. Tn the attacks on Diredawa and Dessie lo.8 Sgdne wes "Particularly
prozinent” (4eCeM. Longmore!s Despetch of 1 Febe 14,1),
2., On several days no enemy aircraft were encountered during these patrols,
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18 ..August). being.made in bad weather on the acrodrome =t ~
iddis Ababe; a total of 4,806 1bs. of 250 1b. borbs ond
incendiaries was dropped and direct hits were obtained on

bfour hangars which destroyed four cnemy aircraft (S.79s) |

end the Italion Viceroy's privatc machine (an S,75), 4

seriously dameged two other S.79s and started a large BN

petrol fire, During 'i:_hiS operation accurate onti-sircraft
fire was encountered and four British aircraft viere hit
(one severely), but all returned to fhejr basce  "This
highly successful raid - as had been intended - had the
eflect of draving -the éne;ay's fighters fron British
Somaliland for the inéreased protection.of' the Addis Lbaba
area"s This operation appeared to havg.led to a retaliatory
bombing of Khartoum aerodrome which took flace irmncdj.ateiy
afterwards, However, like two other air attacks on !
Khertoum this reteliatory raid was cbortive. |
It was a fortunate circumstance (no doubt largely
due to the activities of the R...F.) thot during the -

evacuation of Berbera by the British forces this port was

‘rea.sonably free from air bombardment, Had it been other-

wise the evacuation might well have been attended with un~
fortunate consequ’ences,

During these operations of the R.A.F. Sguadrons at
Aden, 'somer sixty tons of bowmbs were drqpped. and the total
number of sorties was one hundred and eightjr foure The \_
R.A.Fe casualties in personrel and aircraft were twelve

killed and three wounded; seven aircraft lost, ten

severely damaged and a nurber slightly damageds. The

- enexﬁy casualties in aircraft (@uring combats) were one

shot down and one severely damiged (by fighters) and two

()

shot down in flames (by bombers),

/Results of the
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Results of the Loss of British Somoliland as Afifccting
the Alr Situstion,

AsCeM. Longmore's The loss of British Somaliland relecased a numbcr
Despatch of Moy~
December, 190, of enemy aircraft for service on the north-west and

(AeHeBe IT J1/7)
southern frontiers of Italian Bast Africa, It also

provided the enemy with an advanced landing-ground ot
Berbera, but they mede little use of this advantagc.
Air HeQ. Aden Form 540 Tt would seem probeble that the reason for this neglect
Entries of verious '
dates Aug. - 1 Nov, was the proximity of Berbera to Aden, from whence the
and 1 Decs 1940,
. R..:.F. corried out attacks on cnomy acrodromes and

bosos (including Berbora itnelf and the port of Assab) 6

Worning Systen Acainst Enemy Air Attacks,

CS+1056 and A radio Direction Finding System was established

DO/AML/A..
at Aden which proved to be the only rcliable method of
obtaining air raid warnings. Considerable technical
difficulties due to climetic and geographical conditions
were experienced, but by the begimning of iugust (1940)
an R.D.TF. Station was functioning which gave ranges o?
30 to 50 miles but no height Tfinding. The system was,

however, improved and by October (1940) ranges of 60

to 70 miles were obtained,

HeQe Middle East Air There were also o mumber of Coastal Wireless
Defence East Africa. : : .

(File Se47095). Telegraph Observation Posts (suprplemented lated by &
' few mobile W/T posts) between aden and Perin Island

which reported to the Operations Room at Air Headguarters,

Aﬁen Y

/IV. OPERATIONS
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VI, OPERATIONS OF THE R.4,F. ADEN COMMAND. FROM
20 AUGUST, 1940 - 31 JANUARY 1941

The chief aerodromes which the R.4.F. Squedrons at
Aden attacked were D:’Lrec}.awa (end its satellite at Kinile),
Kc»m’bolcha2 , and ‘Dessie. Regular recconnaissances werce
also éarried. out and No,203 Squadron performed meny convoy
escorts to shipping.

From sbout this time Perim Island (in the Straits of
Bel E1 Mondeb) was used as an advenced fuelling bese by the
Aden Scuedrons, and Kemeran Islend (off the Yemen cozst)”
was also used as a fuelling base by No.203 Squadron when
engoged on convoy duties, The enery nade several bombing
aids on Keomeran but caused little damage.

On 20 #ugust five Wellesleys of No.223 Squzidron
bombed Dessie aerodrome dropping 5,500 lbs. of 250 1b.
bombs .and incendiaries and scoring hits on buildings; and
the same day five Blenheims of the "Indian Wing" boibed
Diredawa acrodrome scoring hits on a hangar and damaging
several aircraft: 2 C.R.42s attacked our aircrait shooting
down one and dameging another. On 24 August six Blenheims
of No¢8 Squadron bombed Berbera and Hargeisa registering
nits on the Wireless Telegreph station at Berbera, On

'25 August six Blenhcims of the "Tndian Wing" bombed hangers
and buildings. at Dessie, and two days later twelve
Blenheims of No.8 Squadron and the "Indian Wing" bombed
Harrar and Dessie causing fires and explosionse On
1 Septeuber twenty three Blenheims of No.é Squadron and
the "Indian Wing® borbed the dock area at Assab with
250 1be and 20 1bs borbs and incendieries, seoring hits on

/buildings and

1. The account of the activities of the R.A.F. at Aden cannot be conveniently
treated wholly with either Phase I or Phase II of this Monograph, and
therefore for the purpose of continuity the operations of the Aden Sagdns.
are here contimied until the end of January 1941 Subsequent activities
of these Scdns, are narrated in Phase IT after the British attack on
Eritreas '

2, Korbolcha was a large Air base situated a few miles south of Dessies.

3. Almost opposite Massawa. :



No+203 Sqdn, Form 540
Entry of 6 Sept. '40,

5
buildings and warehouses and on the jétty, and causing

a large explosion from which smoke rose to 5,000 feet

from a (presumed) copra dump, During these operations

fairly heavy and accurate A.4, fire was encountered.

On 2 and 3 September three Blenheims of Noe8 Squadron

and one of Noe39 Squadron repeated the attack on the
Asseb dock area dropping bombs in the targef area, On
5 September seven Blenheims of the "Indian Wing" again
attacked Assab when the enemy's Naval amrmunition dup
was believed to have been destroyed.

Memwhile early in September "B Flight (five
aircraft) of Nos203 Squadron was made into a bombing
Unit with permission to operate with 1,000 lbse of
bombs, and on 6 September three Blenheins of this
Flight bombed the iron bridge at Awash on the Jibuti~
Aédis Ababa. railwsy, from 1,500 to 800 feet, one
aimra_ﬁ? scoring direct hits with four 250 1b. bombs
on the eastern end of the bridge. On the same day

three Blenheims of No.8 Scuadron bombed troop con-

. centrations at Hargeisa; on the return journey the

Blenheims machine-gumned an S.79 on the Berbera lending=

ground, On 11 September three Blenheims of No«8

_Squadron borbed the aerodrome and European Quarter at

Berbera encountering no opposition. On the four days
12-15 September nine Blenheims of the "Tndian Wing"
and No.8 Squadron bombed the docks and Naval barracks
at Assab qausing some damage, and on 15 September
seven Blenheiﬁs of the "Indian Wing" and No.8 Scuadron
pombed the aerodrome and buildings. at Diredare and the
port of Zeila (British Somaliland) from a heigit of
3,000 feet causing considerable cdamage and fires.

On 28 Septenber six Blenheims of No.8 Squadron bombed
the aerodrome et Kombolcha scoring hits on the hangars

/and the

ann

T

()

()

)
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= and’chebarracks. -Mearvhile "dﬁriﬁg‘fhe*precedipg eleven

| days, fu:r;ther Bomtiihg raids had been carried out by
Blenheims of the "Indian Wlng" and No.8 Squadron on o
' Dix.'e'de.m“rra‘, Assab, .Ber:l:)era and Jijjigéi (Abyssinia).

Operations Against the Wahidi.

" During the month of October (and the following three
months), the R.A.F. at Aden was &lso engaged in punitive
bombing operations against “the Wahidi sectién of the
Quetebi Tribe in the Aden hinterland who had attacked an
R.AF. ground party in ’chatv vicinity. These operations
were carried out by Blenheims of No.8 'Squadron and Vincents .
of a "General Purposes" Flight detached from No.8 Squadron,
and were continued until early in Februery (19%1) when the
Wahidi at length fulfilled the conditions of an ultimatum,
Meanwhile in October and November, Blenheims of the "Indian
Wing" and No.8 Squadron contirrued their bonibin,g raids on the

 aerddromes at D1red.owa, Kombolcha. and Assab; from 18 to

20 November a 36 hour bombardmient by seventeen Ble'miems of - -

" the "Indian Wing" >o.ncl No.8 Squadron was carried ou‘c on the
power~house, supp];r depot, 0il and smmnition stores and
the Naval barracks at Assab at heights ranging from 3,000
to 12,000 fect. 500 1be and 250 b, bombs and incendiaries
were dropped. and dirést hits were obteined and fires were
started, While these operations were in progress, two
S,8ls made a iow' level attack on Aden before dawm on

19 November. A Gladiator of No,9% Squadron endeavoured

) to in{:erée};t but wi‘éhouf success; fou;c‘ H.E. bombs fell
near the towm and one in the harbour, but no damage or

casualties resulted.

/Sumnaxy of
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Summaxy of Bomber Sorties etce by the R,A.F. Aden
Command, from 20 August 1940 to 28 November 1940.

During the period from the capture of British

" Somaliland (20 August 1940) until the departure of the

two Squadrons of the "Indian Wing" (29 November 1940)
306 Bomber sorties and 211-reconnaissances were carried
out by' the Aden Squadrons ageinst the Itclianse In
view of the fact that our aircraft 1.'rereA inferior in
numbers to those of the enemy and that - as in the case

of the R.A.F, in the Sudan - there were no fighter

. aircraft aveilsble to accompany our bomberst, the

almost contimious bombing raids which the Aden Squadrons

~mede against the Ttalisns must renk as a noteworthy

achievement, more especially as from 7 October to
28 Novenber ‘157 bombing sorties were also made against
the Wahidi.

Change in Operational Policy.

- On 29 November the two Squadrons of the "Indian

Wing" left Aden for Bgypt®. This substantisl reduction .

in the striking force of the R.A.F. at. Aden necessi-

" tated a change of operational policy which the 4,0.C.,

Middle East directed should be as follows:_-?
To implement the Nevel blockads of Italien East
Africa, and to endeav'op.r to discover by
recomaissance, dumps of food, petrol and
munitions, which if located, should be attapked;
and to recomnoitre aerodromes on the western
seabord of the Red Sea and the northern coast of
sénialiland with a view to safeguarding British
convoys from attacks

/In accordance

1. The Gladiators of No,Sk Sguadron were largely employed in defending Aden,

and the Blenheim IV Fighters of No,203 Squadron were mainly engaged in

convoying shipping..

2. These two Squadrons (which had suffered considerably) were withdrawn to
Egypt for the purpose of re-equipment and to act as a reinforcement for
the Western Desert operations (A.CeM. Longmore's Desputch of 1 Febe '40).

0

()

()

0
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In sccordance with this policy, attacks we.re made on
fuel and mumnition dumps 2t Asceb and elsewherc, on powers=
stations at Assab and Diredawa, and on a pumping-station
at Harseile, Attacks were also made on railwogys and
bridges, especially the Jibuti~-Diredawa section of the
- Jibuti-Addis Ababa reilweye '
| ‘The Squadrons (and Flights) remaining at Aden to
.cézfry out these operations were No.8 (Bomber) Squadron,
No;203 (General Recomaissance) Squadron, Nos 9k (Fighter)
Squadron, ‘one Fllght of v’:.nce'lts (‘cnou'n as "the General
Purposes Flight") attached to No.B Squadron, ond one Free
French Flight of Glen Martins (which had. been based at
‘Aden since early in August 1940). '
On 6 Decexiber three Blenheimsl made o high level
attack on Assab but cp.used very little damages On 9
» December, three Blenheinms attacked the railway station at
Duanle from a low level > dropping bombs among the main |
buildings and on t_he‘v trock, On the nights of 11/12 and
12/13 Decernber two Blenheims boubed (pfesumed) M¢Te sheds
near Dircdewa, scoring direct hits and starting a fire.
Several other attacks were made on Assab, and the pumping-
station at Harseile was straddled with ‘bombs . Du:c‘:.ng
Decenber and January ,' a number of bombing attacks were made
on the Wahidi tribesmen by Vincents of the "General
Purposes" Flight, On 11 January two Blenheimé bombed the
satellite aerodrome at Kinile from a low level, causing.
fires and explosions, and on the night of 14/15 Januery two
Blenheims attacked Assab, one from high level, and one
‘dive-boribing: bombs fell in the target area and a large
fire was 'sfal*bed. On 20 J jemarj two Blenheims.repeated -
this attack scoring direct hits on buildings, snd on the

followm,r_, day four Blenheims borbed the railway station
| /at Aiscia

1, The Blenheims in this end the subsequent a:btacks mentioned in this section
of the text were of Noe8 Scuadron, unless otherwise statede-
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at Aiscia from a low level with 250 1b, bombs and
imendiai‘ies scoring a direct hit on a large 'Building.
This attack wos repeated on 23 January by one Blenhein
which dropped four'dclayed-action 250 1b, borbs, two of

which fell in the Station. Meanwhile, on 22 Januory

three Blenheims attacked (presumed) store buildings at

Compiled from Air
HeQe Aden, Forms 540.

Biyo Kebobal causing some dsmage and starting two amall
firesa ‘ " .

Summary of Bomber Sorties etce by the R.A.F, Aden Command

fron 29 Novermber 1940 to 31 Jenuary 1941,

During the period from the transfer of the two
Squadrons of the "Indian Wing" (29 Nover-nber,’ 1940) until
31 Jaxuary 1941, the R.A.F. at Aden made 66 Bomber sorties.

and 1L0 recomsissances against the Italiens, end 236

‘Bomber sorties against the Wahidi, (Three further

borber sortios were made against the Wahidi at the
beginning of February, and the operations against this

tribe were then terminated)s .

h

/VI GENERAL SUMMARY OF

1. Situated ‘on the Jibuti-Addis Absba railwsys

()
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V. GENERAL SUJ!/IMARE OF FIRST PHASE

The. perlod which has 'been thus brlefly revieved

occurred vhen (to quote General \Javell) ""-J.l avoilable

equipment ond . troops were 'oe:.ng retained in the United
Kingdon against the threat of :.nva.s:.on", yet it ‘berm:.nated
with the loss of only a few unimportant frontier posts in
the Sudan and Kenya Colony, and of the Protectorate of -
British Someliland. In the face of the erlemy's great
superiqrity both in grount’.’i.. and 'a:ir forces a far more serious
situation might well have arisen, bu't the enemy failed to

take advantage of their opportunities - a circumstance which

General Wavell attr:.buted "f'lrstly to our aAir Force, who

in spite of :mfer:.or mmbers everywhere took and kept the
::.n:.t:.atlve". "'Th:Ls was the crux of the matter, for without

doubt the Royal and South African Air Forces accomplished

far more then may eppear from the lmlted operations which

their all too few aircraft and lack of modern fighter
aircraft enabled them to perform. . By all the rules of
warfare the Italian Air Force should have obliterated (or
at least neutralised) their aerial opponents, but on the .
very first day of the wor the R.4.F. in the Suden and the
SeAsAFe in Kenya took the initiative by bombing the aero-
drome and fuel tanks at Massawa and the fort at Ita.l:ian
Moyale; from that moment they never ceased to attack the. |
enemy's aerodromes, military strongholds, troop concentra=-
tions. and stores, and to harass their submarines and other
vessels along the Red Sea littoral, Such pertinacity hed
its due reward for as a result the Italians exhibitgd a
great lack'. of enterprise » and the few successes which they

achieved were out of all proportion to the forces at the:.r

dlsposal and the opportunltles which they possessed.

Although meny of our aircraft (and notab.',y' the

Wellesley Bombers of Noselk, 47 and 223 Squad:rons). were

/obsolescent
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AQCOM. Longmore's
Despatch May -
December 1940,
(AsHoBe II J1/7)

obsolescent mabhines the persomnel of the R.4.,F, and the

SeA.AF, carried on "both by day and night, frequently

. in very bad weather over mountainous country and, in the

case of their daylight raids, in face of strong Fighter

opposition", and by their spirit and tenacity they had

_within the first five months of the campaign done mich

to establish local air superiority in East Africa, On

one subsequent occasion.the Italians wrested this

superiority fram theml , but this proved to be onjy a

temporary achie'\_remen.t' which brought no enduring advantage
to the enemy., |

Note: The location of R.AF. and S.A.d.Fs units in
the Sudan, Kenya and Aden as on 31 December
1940 is contained in Appendix "D" (excerpted
from Appendix "C" of A.C.M, Longmore's
Despatch of Mey~Doccormbor 1940 « AHB. IT J1/ 7).

/VI, NOTE ON

1 During the attack on Gallabat, 6 Nove 1940 (as will appear hereafter-on

page mao )

()
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M¢B, File DO/AML/L

(June '40 -
April '41).

Air Ministry's
Memo: "Orgenisa-
tion for Ferrying
Aircraft,
Tokoradi =
Khartoum - Egypt"
snd
Notes fcr 04C.,
R.A.F. Station
Takoradi" (Appcsel
an.d. II R.A.FQ’ Stn'
Takoradi, Entry of
19 July '40).
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VI. NOTE ON REINFORCEMENT AND MATNTENANCE AND REPAIRS
FOR THE ATR FORCES IN EAST AFRICA.

Before proceeding with Phase IT of the Narrative if
will ‘be convenient to include a brief Note on the organisation
a.d.op‘ced for the .necessaxy réinfomement of aircraft for the
Royal Air Force for the Middle East by which, inter alia,.
tine Squadrons in the Sudan and Aden were served, and also on

the Maintenance end Repair Units in the Suden, Aden and Kenya,

Reinforcement,

| It is an axiom in air warfare that success depends
upon the presence of efficient aircraft-in sufficient
numbers,, and in this respect the Ro;)ra,'Lv Air‘Force in East
Africa wé.s at a'serious disadvantage in comparison with the
Italian "Regia Aeronautica" which could obtain its reinforce—

ments of aircraft across the Mediterranean direct from Italy.

Direct approach from Englond for the Royal Air Force aircraft

was impracticable (except for long-range aircraft which could
fly to Air Headguerters, Middle Bast, in Egypt, by way of
Mzﬁii:a.) and the only alternatives were to uake the gil-esea
passage round Africa, or else to cross Africa from w’est to
east by air. The all-sea route vie the Cape was full of
hazards from Germz;n (and Itelian) submarines and bombers,
and shipping losses rriight vre;l.l mean the loss of new aircraft
which had never made a flight., The problem hed already been
foreseen before the outbreak of hostilities and when Ttaly
entered the war the Air Ministry decided that reinforcement
aircraft for the Middle East should be shipped to Takoredi
on the Gold Coast, West Africa, where they would be
agsembled and flown from thence to the R.A.F. Headquarters,
Middle East, vic Kano and Khertoum; from Fgypt the air-
c:é'dt‘would then be sent, as required, to the different
theatresvof Ware

‘This scheme was put in hand in July. (1940) end the

new Station at Takdz.‘a.dif(on the site of an existing
' . /aerodrome



R-A.Fo Station
Takoradi Form 540
Entries of 20 and 23
Septe 40,

=61
asrodrone equippod with one hangor) was inemgurated by
Group Captain Thorold, D.S.C., D.F,C., AJF.C., a8
Officer Gonuwndang on 1 Julys. The lay-out of the
statioﬁ was enlorged by tﬁo ao.ditional hangars_, .
adninistrative offices, stoxes, ond other buildings.

| The route from Tekoradi to Egypt lay aoross some:

2,000 miles of Africa where the varisble weather con-
ditions were an unknown foctor, and forced landings
mightl have to Vbe nede in impenetreble forests’ and

Jungles or in remote stretches of desert, However,

- the West Africen Reinforcemen’c Route (as it was colled)

was plamned satis? octomly, and landa.ng-grounds were
establlshed at the VBI‘:LOU.S "stoges" of' this new air

Ferry Service which were as follows:w

Takoradi - Lagos
Lagos - Kano
Kano - Ma:l_dngurn.
Maidvguri - Geneinal
Geneina - El Fasher
EL Fasher =~ . E1 Obeid
El Obeid - Khartoum
Khartoun - Wadi Halfa
- Abu Sueir

- Wadi Halfa
Detachments of the Royal Air Force were stationed
at Lagoe, Kano and Maldugum of the West Afmcan

Sect:.on of the W.A.R.R. end at Geneina, El Fahser,

'El Obeid and Wadi Halfe of the Sudan section, the

. whole organisation being placed under comma.nd. of the

A,04C.s, Sudan (con manding No.203 Group, Khartoum).

On 20 September (1.940) the first flight of re=-
inforcing aircraft, conoisting of one Blenheﬁm and ‘six
Hurricanes, left Tako;.cadi for Egypt, followed on 25
Segptenber bjr a second flight of the same mumber and

types of a:i.rcraf’c. By the end of Decenber (1940) the

}following aircraft had been flown over the route in

nineteen separate convoys:-
/ 27 Blenhe:uns

L. From Ma:x.dugum To Geneina the route crossed French Bquatorial Afra.ca. and
1and.m S were roh:.ba.ted in this terr:.roty, but by the end of Augu

ua or:.
ore
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27 Blenheims
68 Hurricanes and
12 Fulmors

a totael of 107 machines,

Information supplied -  The units of the South African Air Force were in
by the MeL«O, to the :
- High Comm, for the main supplied by the Union of South Africa, the air-

South Africa, .
' craft being generally sent by sea to Mombasa, a few - as’

some of the Hurricanes for No,l Squaedron S.A.A.F. - were
supplied from the R.A.F, Middle East Headquarters, There
was also a reinforcement route from South Africa via
Kenya which wes uzsed for the transport of spare parts etce

for the South African Air Force and also for the Middle

AsCe Sowreyts East Headquarters, and over which reinforcing aircraf't
"Report on Air Ops, ‘ ‘
I.E.A. 10 Feb, - were sometines flown., But, in the opinion of the A.0.C.,
5 Apr. *4l.

(AeHoB. II J7/1)  Best Africa, the supply of reserve aircreft and of spares
for initial equipment was in fact quite inadequates

Maintenance and Repairse

A.CeM. Longmore's The supply of equipment of all kinds from England
Despatch May =~
December 1940, and of spares for new types of aircraft was very erratic

(AHeBe IT J1/7)
and resulted in much unservicecbility and delays.

The Maintenance and Repair Units of the Air Forces

were located as follows:w~

' Noo203 Group The Sudan.
Appx. "U" to Form
b40 Entry of At Khartoun - Aircraft Repair Depote
31 Dec, 'll.O. .
At Port Sudan - No,251 Maintenance and Repair
Unit

At Wadi Gazouza and~ No,52 Repair and Salvage Unit .
later at Kassala .
and Agordatl.

AsCeM, Longnore's Aden,
Despatch May -
Deceniber 1940, At Steamer Point ~ Equipment and Supply Depots
(AoHeBs II J1/7) .
: KeEz Qe
At Mombasa - N0,218 Maintenance and Repair

Unite

/During the

1ls See page 99 infra.



AJCo Sowrey's Draft

Despatch Feby ~ May
1, (Me151/1),

R
' =63
¢ .
During the advance of our forces into Italian
Somaliland and Abyssinia Repair and Salvege Units were

established at Mogadishu, Diredawa and Addis Ababal,

/SECOND PHASE

la See page 186 infra,
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THE GREAT "PINGER" . MOVEMENT




AdCaM, Longmore's

Despatch May ~
Decenber 1940,
(AeHeBe II J1/7).
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I.  INTRODUCTION®

At the conclusion of the first phase of the East |
African campaigns the Italians had every reason to
condemn theiriselves for their failure to utilize ‘their
great opportunities which had existed at the opening of
the conflicts At the beginnihg of September (1940)
the Italians were still in a very strong position; they
had occupied British Somaliland, there was no opposition.
in French Someliland, and they controlled the southern
entrance to the Red Seas A determined onslaught should
have given them possession of the Sudan ﬁbm;whenbe an
advance northwards could have crushed Egypt against the
"upper mill-stone" of Graziani's army in Libya, and
this, if coupled with a resolute attack on Kenya, would
have secured to them almost the whole of Africa north
of the Equator, But the opportunitieé once lost never
recurred, for in the meantime the British Government!s
action in reinforcing the Middle East resulted in
Graziani's defeat in Cyrenaica (by the British armoured
units, the Australians and the 4th Indien Division),'

the arrival of the 5th (and, later, the 4th) Indian

Divisions in the Sudan and of the South and West

African forces in Kenya, and the eddition of fresh

Squadrons of the South African Air Force in that

“colony?®, With the arrival of these reinforcements our

forces took the initiative which they maintained in the
faed of every obstacle until the Italians were finally

broken and defeated, ‘ '
' /1I. PRELIMINARY

" 1, For purposes of cla:r:.ty the narrative of Phase II conteins throe main Sube -

headings?=

The Attaqk from the Sudan,
The Return of the Emperor
The Attack from Kenya.

(The attacks from the Sudan and from Kenya formed the northern and. southern
arms of the "pincer" - see page 10 supra).

2. 3e6s Nose2 and 3 (Fighter) Sgdans, (Gauntiets, Furies and Hurricanes) Nodl
(AC.) Sgdne (Hartbees); -Noe60 (Survey) Sqdn. (for photomapping reccos. =
Ansons) and Noo3k Fl:.ght (&nsons) .
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II,  PRELIMINARY OFFENSIVE IN THE SUDAN

In the meantime, before the strategy: which led to

"The Tiger Strikes".the "pincer" movement had been decided, the 5th Indien -

(published undexr
authority of the Division comprising two Brigades® (commanded by Major-

Govte Of India)e

General M, Heath, CeB., CoI.E., D¢S.0., M.C.) hed arrived
in September at 'Port Sudan and moved up to- the frontier.

A third Brigade was formed by absorbing the three British
Battalions aJready-in the Sudan and three Compenies of the
Suden Force*. The remaining tlwee companies of

the S.D.F. with Skimner's Horse and some mobile artillery
were formed into a recomnaissance and pursuit Unit known as
"Gazelle Force", commanded by Cole. Messervye The 5th
Indian Divisional Headquai‘ters were set up et Gedaref from
. whence offensives could be staged against Kassala - the

gatewey to Eritrea - and Gallabat’

- fhe gateway for the
"patriot" movement (now in process of formatibn.tl:;f-géggh the -
efforts of "Mission 101")"" to advance on Abyssiniae |

As a counter to our forces the Itdi@s began to
reinforce their troops near the Sudan frontier in the

Kassala - Sabdaret - Tessenei triangle, and further

' south at Um Hagar and Metemmna, During the néxt few
v}eeks a system of ‘offensive patrolling was carried out by
our troops which kept the Italians in a state of harasse@

uncertaintys

The Attack on Gallabat and Metemma,

General Wavell's Soon after the srrival of the 5th Indien Division
Despatch of . o
10 Dece ‘40 " General Wavell instructed Major-General Platt to make

(AJHeBe II J1/9)

plans for minor offensive operations and indicated the

/recapture

Le

2¢
3.
L.,

Comprising the 2/5 and 3/5 Mahratta Infy, the 3/2 Punjabis, the 4/10
Baluchis, the 3/18 Garwhalis, the 3/12 Frontier Force Regb: the 6/13
Frontier Force Rifles and Skinner's Horce (motorised cavalry), and artillerye
The three Brigades were numbered the 9th, 10th and 29th, commanded by
Brigadiers Mayne, Slim and Marriott respectively.

Gallabat (as stated on page 16 supra)had been evacuated by our forces in
July. -

See page 8 supra.
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recapture of Gallabat as a suitable objective,

A Accord;.;igi&; at ‘a conferencé held on' 2" November

Ma jor-General Heath preperéd a plan to attack the

Gallabat -'Meteum area at davm on 6 Ndvembe‘r with "bh;" -

10th Indien Brigade ond a Squadron of the 6th Royal

~ Tank Rggﬁment (Which'had been sent to the Sudan early

in September)s The two frontier posts of Gallabat

(in the Sudan) and Metemma (in Abyssinia) face each
other across-@ravine in a valley some two miles wide,
The enemy's forces holding this area consis’ced.'.of five
Colonial Brigades, 'a Bati;e-:vcy‘ of artillé;zy and a machine~-
gun Bé.ttalion,' and & munber of ﬁ;x'egulars, totalLing

~ in all about 5,300 mens

The AeOeCo Sudan (Ajr-cm'fbaore Slatter) attended
the conferel:lce on 2nd November and agreed to provide air
_a,.ie.:js_::Lstance » and to this end fwo new advanced landing
grounds were constmcfed;" one thirteen miles north-west
of Gedaref (known as Blackdown) and the other in the
area near Sherif Said, north-west of Gallabates The
main opérational aerodromes used were at Azaza (some
eighteen miles north-east of Gedaref) where siz
Gl‘adié.tors of Nosl Scuadron SeheAsF, and four Giadia’cors
of "K" Flight were based, while at the new landing

ground. (Blackdown) were placed four Hardys of Noe237

(Rhodesian) Squadron, six Wellesléys: of Noe7 Squadron

and six Geuntlets and Vincents of Noes30 (AeC.) Flights
The Air Plan was, briefly, to assist the ground forces
in their attack®,.

It was known that the enemy had received

' information that an attack was pending and that they

had therefore concentrated at Gondar® eight CeRs428,
| B /thrée Se 225

. Je NOe203 Eroup's Operational Instruction Noe7 - App;?.‘_'A" to Form 540 Entry of
l. Nove '40 - preliminery to the Action is contained in Appendix VE"e

2. Gondar is situated some 25 miles north of Lake Tana and is approx, 100 :
miles from Gallabat, o o

0

)

(J
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three S.79s, and four ‘Celle133s, and.ot-Bohr Dot six:CAeldds,
Thom worc also four CR.i2s, seven CeR;328, ten S.'79.,, f:.ve
‘ 8.815 and five CA.133s at Gura and Asmara aerodromes‘?' wh:uch
et might be used for reinf‘oréement;. .. Information had also been
rééeiired ‘that a large énemy convoy.-of some 90 lorries had
left Gondar w.rith troops and stores to reinforce Métemm, and
(on 31 October) sction was token to hold up this convoy
until af'ter our attack on Gellabat had taken place- A:LI'-
e craft of Nous30 Flight and three Wellesleys of Noel7
it s&lt;adrdii - escorted by Gladiators of Noel Squadron S.d.AFs r
were sent to recomnoitre and attack the convoy which was
| 210cated near C'heiga (soxrié" 3Q miles south-west of Gondar) e
| The Wellesleys attacked by individual shallow dive~baombing
.rfrom 1, ,200 feet and. machine~gunning, and then made way for
.the Glada.o.tors Wh_’LCh carried out an intense front-gun attack
':Erom low level. Many of the lorries werc destroyed and
d.amaged. On the following dgy our aircraft returned and
f%und that the convoy hod moved only 8 miles, They again
attacked and_inflicted -severe casualtics and domoge and the
‘whole convoy was disorgenised. On their way to the action
three of the Gladiators were intefcepted by four CeRe42s
one of which was shot down and another de;nagedi all our
aircraft returned safely. | |
Air oPerat:Lons ‘at. Gallabat and Metmma wére 'begu.n
before da\m on 6 November avhen: -one Vincent o‘.f‘ Noal;.30 Fllght
ﬂ .. successfully dive-bonbed the Wireless Station at Metemma,
but f'a;Lled fo locate ‘& second Wireless Station which was
| knovm t'oex_l.st. Meddwhile the two other Vincents of
No.,30 Flight bombed Gallabat Port to cover the advence
of the Arny's mechenical units, - At the same time three

SR /Wellesleys of
ﬁ 1, Bahr Dar is situated on the southern shore of Lake Tana and is approx.J&O

. milés- from. Gallabate
2. Asmara is the capitel of Eritred; . Gura is some 25 miles sog’ch of Asmara.
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to Form 540 Entry of
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' SeA.A,F. Records
NO.]. Sqdn.
‘(_Short h:l.stery of)

starting a large fire.

. made a defensive patrol over the Meterma area.,

light-.and, medium tonkse

g 4B
g

68

Wellesleys of, Noski7 Squadron bombed.‘Metemma Comp from a

.-,‘.helgh’c of 3,500 fect obta:.n:_nc. h:n.ts on enemy tanks and f‘\

 Two other Wellesleys bombed

R ]

the positions of the cnemy's reserve ‘Battalions at

Jebel Miriam Waha, north-gast of Metemma GCamp, from

3,500 feete

.. At 06,15 hours three Gladiators of "K® Flight

Thls (—\

C o was. the firt tme th’mb "K" I'l:.ght had operated in an

area where, enemy “1ghters were expected and, apprently,
this patrol was watching the battle instead of search:l.ng
the 'sky, with the result that it was surprised by an

eneny formation of six or eight C.R.42s which shot

. down two of the Gladiators and forced the third to land

near El Hasira (some 70 miles west of Gedaref) o ’

. Meanwhile at O) +00 hours the Army had opened an

‘artillery barrage on Ge: ll'xbet fort and Metemma, which

wes folloyed by an Infantry a.ttack preceded by fourteen
This attack was completely
successful and the enemy began to burn their stores
preparatory to ew_u_c;mfing the Qosi’cion. But on
arrival at Gallabat Fort (at OSbO heurs) most of the
tanks had become disabled, ’chr.ee- due to mines and the
remainder from mechanical -injufgi‘;es firom the rooky
uherefore obl:n.ged. to

ground. Brigadier Slim vias

‘hold up the advence on metemme Fort while eff'orts wereﬁ
made to repalr the tank: Se o

At 0Bl30 hours. No.l Squed.ror\ S.4.AF, engoged
eight Ce.R.428 over Metemnes two of qur aircraft were

shot dovm,.the Squadron Commander (Major Van Shallwyk)

and the Senior Flight Commander (Captain Boyle) being .

The A0, C., Sudan thereafter “Personally, f"\

injuredr.
. /directed |

1, Major Van Shalwyck died of burns on the following daye

-
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p—= L directed ‘bht.s Squedron's operat:.ons. At 1,30 hours four
Glad:n.a.’cors of Nosl Sgu;.dron Sede A.F. and one of "K" Flight
No4203 Group while on defens:.ve petrol over Metemma engeged six CA.133s
Appx ‘"C* (dated
13 Nove '40) to which were attack:.ng our Ini‘t *rbry in’ Galla’bo.t Forte Two
Form 540 Entry
of 4 Nove '40. GA..JBS were shot doxm and a third was severely dmm.ged but
during this ‘action our eircraft were attacked by eight CeReli2s
M ., . which were esoorbing' the CAel33s. Two of the CeRe42s wexe
shot down but the Glaaia'bor of ™K Flight was also destroyed, -
A feature of this stage of the action was the speed
with which the enemy _conceniﬁr’a.ted their air units in the
area: by mid-dey there had arrived at Gondar and Bahr Dexr
aerodromes fifteen CoReh28 ten Se79s, five S.8ls and twelve
0AsL33s - 2 total of forty two aircraft,
By 1700 hours the Army had made no further ad.vance
‘ from Gallabat owing to the t:mks being still jmmobilised.’
Gene Wavellls By th:.s time the mora.le of our mfm‘b:cy "was temporerlly
Despatch :
August 1939 - affected" by incessant attacks made by the enemy's bombers
November. 1940 . : . ‘
“(AeH.B. II J1/9) which came over in waves with full Pighter supporty these
AeCo Slatter s attacks could not be checked as our remaining fighters {the
MBrief Summary of ~

- Air Opse in the Gladiators of Noel Squad:éon SJAJAJP.) were outnumbered and

Suden' June 1940- : ,
191, etce." . and were also inferior in speed to the encmy's CeReli2Be It

May

(A.H.B. s J1/2) , . |
was therefore decided to cancel the attack on Metemna and

" Wiy view of the enemy's continued commend of ‘cho air and the’
target offereci by Gallebat to withdraw the troops from that

| . Before dawn on 7 November f:.ve Wellesleys of No.),,.?

Squadron (escorted. by the remaining four Gladlo.tors of

Noul SeAsdiF., Squadron) made a high level attack on an

enemy reserve battalion near Metemma, A long stick of

bombs was dropped on the target from a be:.ght of 6,000

Nalt R fee'b ; results could not be observed owing to suxrounda.ng

woods and scrub but the ~Army re,por’ced that the bombing

was effective. After the bombmg was completed our
. /fighters
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ey o

e
fighters vremainetii on defensive patirol and at 05,.30 hours—
th'ey"att'emp’ted to engage six CaR.428 .which,_ however, -
refuéed\ "battle; one’ CRu42 Was Veventually engaged, and ’
shot down. On the seme aay'bne Wellésley of Nowh] - -
S@mdron attacked an M.T, column b the cross:mg of the
Atbara River, borbing the road and machine-gunning the
MoT ire.hiéica's; and on the night of 10 Nbvehlb,e'r.one S
Weilésley of the seme Squadron "bombed the fort at Bahr
Dar with 250 Ib, bombs starting large fires; this
attack was repa~'~d by one Wéllesley on the following
night (11 November) when H.E, bombs (from a dive attack)
started a fire on some sheds. Meanwhile on 8 Noverber .
NouI Squadron, Seheh.Ts hiad nade & defensive patrol
over the Metemma area, but no enemy was sighteds

General Results of the Battles '

Although the main o'baect:we of breaking the

-enemy s forces at Metemma had not been achieved their -

27th Colonial Battalion had veen v:rtua.lly destroyed .
and their 25th and 77th Colonial Battalions had . . ..
suffered severely., Our Army re-occupied the ridge'on

which Galisbat Fort had stood" tut the assault on

" Metterma was abandoned and this area became a nohmmi‘slé'

' "nat:rlot“ movement in Abyssa.nla from_the fact that the

land for the next two months. Nevertheless the re-

capture of Gallabat was & timely stimulus to the rising -

m

’ Ital:La.ns hed been driven back across the Sudan borders

© AeCe Sla.‘bter‘s

"Brief Summary of Air
Opse in the Sudan etc.
June 1940-NMay Loyt

" (AJHeBa T J7/2)

Summary of Air Operations at Gallsbat and Metemmae

sz.ng to the great'ef aniber of their aircraft
and the greater ‘speed. of the:;u:" CeRei2 fighters over |
.’chat of our Gladiators the Italians had secured - for
the last time = local air superiority in Bast Africas
Our Units lost five aircraft shot down and one forced

/to land,

“La %ggbfort Tod been destroyed by our ertillery barrage and the R.AF.

ing attacks
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to 1a_nd1, but as the (known) enemy losses amounted to six
aircraft shot dpwn and at leasf two d.amagedz the laurels of
the aerial combats must be awarded to our air Units.

Dispositions of the R,A.F. and S.4..0.F, Units in the Sudan
after the Action. :

" No 4254 Wing In the mcantime on' 3 Novermber Noe,3 Group had ordered
Form 540 Entries
?dbe and 6 Nov, the removol of Nge254 Wing from the advanced station at
‘ “Ne
Erkowit to Port Sudan owing to the closing for the Winter
of the buildings in which No.254 Wing's Headquarters were
i’mused: the move was'carried out on 6 Novembers,
No¢203 Group On the morning of 10 Noverber "K" Flight retwrned to
Appxe "C" -(dated :
13 Nov, '40) to = Port Sudan, the Units remaining within striking distance of
Form 540 Entry of
L. Nove '40. the frontier being disposed as follows:-
Noe37 Squadron operating from Senn'a:c‘3 ;
One Flight of Noe237 Squadron,
l, Vincents and Geuntlets of No.430 (4.C.) Flight,
and 5 Gladiators of No,l Squadron S.h.i.F. remaining

in the Gedaref areal*'.

/III, THE STRATEGIC

T. iecs 3 Gladiators of "K" Flight and 2 Gladiators of Toel Sqdfe SelehsF,
shot down, and 1 Gladiator of "K" Flight forced dowm.
2¢ 1eCe 4 CeReli2s and 2 Celdsli33s shot down, and 1 CeRe42 and 1 Celel33
damaged.
,ﬁ]i. Semnar is situated on the Blue Nile some 135 miles west-by-south of
Gederef (on the railway linking Gedaref and El Obeid) .
Lo A Chart of Noa203 Group's Command as during Decerber 1940 is given in

Appondix "F" « (Noe203 Group, Appxs "UY to Form 540, Entry of 31 Sec ¢ '40)
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"III, THE STRITEGIC PLANS FOR THE' "PINCER"

= Gen, Wavell's ' During thc sutwm and winter of 1940/1 Gencral
Despatch on E,A. Ops. :
Nove '40 to July '41. Wavell was concerned “rith two conflicting policies which
Ence to C,S.18122 v
were urged on him from different gquarters",

On the one hand he was being pressed to move
forces from East Africa to Egypt, and on the other hand
he was "mede well aware of the feeling of nervousness

o~ not only in Kenmye but also in Rhodesia, and even in
South Africa, that the forces in East Africa were not
sufficient to prevent an Italian invasion of Kenya and
of the countries further msouth; in particular there was
fear of an eneny occupation of the port of Morbassa"
(Kenyo)e He had also to bear in mind that a South
African Division sent by the Union of South Africa for
service in Kenya had been originally provided "on the
understanding that it was not to be used.north of the
Equator, while it was very doubtful whether the African
troops for climatic reasons and their low scale of
equipment would be suitable for operations in other
theatres", For these reasons General Wavell decided
not to reduce the forces in East Africa at least until
the enemy had been driven further backe

Ibide On 2 Decerber (1940) - on the eve of his

offensive.,against Graziani's forces in the Western
Desert =~ General Wawvell held a meeting in Cairo with

—~ 4 Major-Ge.nerals Platt and Cunninghmnl to consider the
strategy for the campaigns against the Italian East
African Territories, At this c;onference General

Wavell formmlated in the following policy:=-

/le In The Sudan

g

= 1 Gene Cunninghom was now cormanding in East Africa (see pagelDd suEra).
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ls In the Sudane

(a) To_recapture Kassala early in 1941 if the

necessary reinforcements could be made avail-

%

able from Egypt (depending on ‘the success of
the W estern Desert -6ffehsive) .
. .(b) To maintain pressure in thé Gallabat area.

* (¢) To further the "patriot" movement in Abyssinia

1

-

by all.pc.nssible MEeans,
2. In {enva.
{a) In the south, to advance to the frontier on
the line Kolbio -~ Dif, |
(b) On the northern frontier west of loyale, to
maintain pressure on the enemy by small mobile
.colurmse ‘
(c) In I'{[ay or June (after the rainy season) to
advance on the porg of Kismayue
(o.) In the spring or swmer of 191 to penetrote
in’ﬁo southw~wcst Abyssinia in conjunction with
opera.tions from the Boma area of the Sudan,
This policy - which was medified subsequently in several
respects éccoraing to various circumstances - initiated the

great "pincer" movement of our offensive campalgnse

/I, THE

1. (c) had been discussed by Gen, Wavell with the Sacs.of State for War
(Mr. Anthony Eden) when he visited the Sudan with the General in Noverbers
As a result of these discussions Gen, Wavell appointed the late Brigadier
0eCe Wingate, D.S.0. as staff officer for the "patriot" activities ~ Ibide.

{

()

()



IV. THE ATTACK FROM THE SUDAN.

As stated above, the policy which General Wavell
laid dovm for the offensive from the Sudan comprised the
recapture of Kaséala, the naintaining of pressure in the
Gallabat area, and the su?pdrt of the "patriot" movement
in Abyssinia. To implement these objectives the role

of the Royal Air Force in the Sudan had now to include

A«Co Slatterts the provision of air supvort to our ground forces during
"Brief Summary of ,
Air Ops. in the their offensive operations (in addition to other aspects
Sudan" etce June 1940- :
Mgy 1941, of the role as tabulated on pagell, sugra) which became of

(AdHoBe II J7/2). .
equal importance as that of maintaining the security of

our shipping in the Red Sea.

Preparations for the Advance into Eritrea.

Gene Wavell's Trmmediately after the victory of Sidi Barrani in

Despatch on Eels Opse’

Nove '40 to July 'l. the Western Desert on 10 December (192,.0), General

Ence to CeSe18122 and

"The Abyssinian Wavell sent the 4th Indian Divisiont (commanded by

Campaigns"e ) ~

Major-General N, de la Beresford-Peirse, D.S.0.) to the

Sudan, Part of the Division went by sea to Port Sudan

end part by railway and boat up the Nile‘ valleye One .

squadron of Infantry (I) tanks and a Battery of 6 inch

Howitzers were also sent to the Sudan, which thus gave

Major-General Platt two Divisions I tanks, and a ruch

needed addition to his ertillery.

Gen, Platt's Despatch The lth Divisional Headquarters were established

on Ops. in Eritrea ' :

etce 1 Dece 'h0 to  at the Gash Delta, north of Kassala (vwhere Gazelle

26 Aug. '}-IJ-. .

Enc, to C$e18122, Force was already located), but with only one of its
Brigades - the 1lth (itself short of one Battalion) -
the 7th Brigade being retained for defensive purposes
in the Port Sudan - Gebeit area; the 5th Brigade and
the Divisional Ce.va.lxy Regiment (which were proceeding
by the Nile route) were not expected until early in

/Pebruarya

1. Comprising the 5th, 7/th and 1llth Infy. Brigadess .
2. As already stated, the 5th Indian Division tad arrived in Septembere
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February. lIvIeamrhile the 9th Brigade (of the 5th Division)  ,=
was established in the Gallabat area for purposes of defence. -
This left the 4th and 5th Div*isic;ns with only two Brigades
eéoh for offensivé operationse

To capture the Kassala - Sabdarct ~ Tessenei triangle
a force of four Brigades with artillery, tanks, and
aircraft was considéred necessary, and the 7th Brigade with ™
artillery and other units attached (known as "Forcé Emily") =
was therefore moved to the area of operations, It was
sssumed that the 5th Brigade (of the 4th Division) would
arrive early in February and Ma,jor-—éeneral Platt fixed
provisionally 9 February for the attack on ‘Kass'ala.

Early in January there were strong indications that
the enery intended to evacuate Kaséala, and on 12 Jamuary
Majéx‘-—GeneI‘al Plzatt held o conference with his two
Divisional commanders to decide the earliest possible date

on which &n advance could be mode, and the date was then

advanced to 19 January.

No4203 Grouﬁ Meanwhile the Royal Alr Force was engaged in
"Summary of Ops.
Jane 41" - preparing for the Kassala offensive by recomnoitring for

attached to

Form 540 Entry of operational landing-grounds for the bomber and Pighter

31 Jane tl—l-lo
units, and the placing of stocks of petrol, munitions and
aircraft spare parts in suitsble localities, On the
completion of these dispositions a series of bonbing raids

was carried out by Nos.47 and 223 Squadrons on the enemy

/

lines of commnications and aerodromes, which included
successiul a.tta;ks on the Agordat and Barentu aerodromes
and the Caproni workshops at Mai Edaga on the nigat of
12/13 Jamuary.

In order to mislead the enemy dummy landing-

grounds were constructed complete with dummy eircralt,

()

while the Army began a heavy traffic of spurious Wireless

mMe8SagesSs
/Meanvhile, the
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= Meanwhile, the R.A.F. convoy work in the Red Sea -
which had been particularly heavy owing to the large
convoys transporting the 4th Indian Division to Port
Suden - was mainteined as usual .
In the Gallsbat avea there was less activity £ter
the '5th Tndisn Division had moved up to the Kassala .:[’ront.
The intende‘d dispositions of the Royal Air Force
No¢203 Group "Sumary for.the Kassala operations héd to be altered at very
of Ops, Jane 41"
. Attachod to Form 540, short notice owing to the date of the’ Armyts atteck being
_Entry of 31, Jon. %4l, o :
put forward to 19 Jamary, and the following movements
werc substituted: Noel Squadron S.A.A.F. (which had
been augmented with Hurricanes at I_(hartoum) was sent .‘
to an operational aerodrome named Oxot on the Atbera
River., Six aircraft of Noes7 Squadron (Fellesleys)
were moved to the Blackclovm landing-ground, the renainder
of this squadron staying at Gordon's Tree aerodrome
(near Khartoum), and six aircraft of No.225 Squadron
(Wellesleys) @ved to Gordon's Tree, the remainder
staying at the Wadi Gazouza base (near Surmit)e  Noe430
(A«Ce) Flight went to Sufeiya with Leben (on the Atbara.
River) as an advanced landing-ground. Two (AeCs)
Flights of No.237 (Rhodesian) Squadron (which were
affiliated to,.the Lth and 5th Indian Divisions) were
' moved to the Blackdown and 'Sarwnz landing~grounds, the
ﬂ HeQe and reserve Flights of this Squadron being at

Gordon's Tree ,

W :ireleés Communications,

Ibids Meanwhile No,13 Wireless Intelligence Screen had

-«

“exrrived at Arona? (vie Port Sudan) on 16 Jamuary and

/were ready

7_— 1, This was an invented name.
- 2, Near Goz Regeb on the Atbara Rivers (This was also an invented name)e

3a Siftuated approxe 30 miles norsh-woot of Kassalas
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werc ready to operate on 18 January. They were allotted
to various Army formations and their base was made at f’:\
Kossela, Commmications were, however, inadequate and in
order to improve them mobile W.I.S. sets had to be employed
(incorrectly) between Divieions and Brigades and advanced
lending grounds and aerodromes. Within a few days addition=-
al W.I.S. sets became eﬁ.ila'ble and these were used on
their legitimate tasks of reporting the presence of enemy ~
aircraft, but at no t:me during this month (J anua:ry) were

the commnications satisfactory. ,:

Adr Plan of Operationse

The a.:l.r operations were planned exclusively for the
support of the militery campaign, and a Sguadron Leader
was detailed to co-ordinate co-operation between the AeCe
aircraft aﬁd the Army« The role of the R.A.JF. Units was
arranged as follows:-
(2) Fighters. These were to carry out offensive patrols
some distance behind the opposing forces, and to
act on escort duty to bombing and photographic air-

" craft. TIn order to intercept enemy aircraft two
fighters were to be kept on immediate call both at
Sebdaret and Tessenei landing grounds, and & W.I.S.
wnit was formed between these fighter aircraft and
" the forward pos:.tlons by plecing the W.I.S. sets
with forward Brigade Headquarters and on the
landifhg grounds. . ~-

() Banbers, These were to be employed on suitsble
targets on ‘the enemy's lines of comrumnications. ‘

(c) AsCe aircraft, The Vincents and Gauntlets of

Noo430 Flight were intended for close support
bombing and low i‘ly:n.ng a’ctacks as requested by
' the Divisional Commanders. (As events trans- - ——

pires the IGauntle.ts were so employed and were
/frequently
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frequently held on call either at Sabdaret or
Tessenei for suitable tafgets reported by pilots
or by our forward troopss The Vincents were
used almost exclusively as "hacks" in trans-
porting petrol, bombs, etce to forward positions,
and geﬁerally assisting the R.AF, Units in
their moves to forward landing grounds)e Two
Flights of the No.237 (Rhodesian) Squadron were
placed under control of the L4th and 5th Indian
Divisions respectively for employment on
tactical reconnaissances and dive~bombing
attackse.

On 18 January - the dey before the Army's attack =
£ive Wellesleys of Nos47 Squadron bombed Barentu and ’
Um Hegar aerodromes, and four Wellesleys of Noe223
Squadron bombed Agordat aerodrome, the object of these
attacks being to render these aerodromes unfit. for the
enemy's uSel,

The Advance.

Meenwhile, on 18 January the Army had esteblished |
a érovisional Ad.va;nced Headquarters at the Butana
Bfiage. On the same evening it was found that the
enemy had in fect evacuated Kasscla, and Major-General
Platt gave orders for an immediate pursuit. The 5th
Division was directed to a.dvande to Tessenei and
Aicota ready to exploit towards Barentu or Bisciea,
while the Lth Division (led by Gazelle Force) was

directed to Sabdaret and thence to Wachail a_nd.' Kerue

‘Both Divisions found the roads sown with land-mines bu’g

by 21 Jamary the 5th had occupied Aicota and the Lth

/were up against

1. Borentu was attacked with 250 lbe bombs from a height of 3,500 feets
Several of the bombs were delayed action of 6, 12, 18 and 2k hours. At
Um Hagar 250 1be 25 1be and 20 1b. boribs were used from 2,000 feetq At
Agordat 250 1lb, bombs were used with delayed action of 1 second, 6, 12, 18
and 24 hours, from 5,000 feete
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were up a.gains;c the Keru Gorge held by a Brigade of five
Colonial Battalions, On 22 Jamuary the 5th Division (which
had occupied Aicota) joined in the attack on Keru which was
captured on 24 Jamiary, the Italian Brigade Commander, his.
staff and 800 troops being taken prisoner., On the following
day (23 January) the enemy's garrison of Um Hagar ebandoned
their position a.n.d joined in the retreat, .

The enemy now concentrated some ‘12,000 infantry, 76
guns and medium and light tanks at Agordate This town lies
on the Baraka River and is jo:i_ned by toth road and railway
with Asmara, the capital of Eritrea, some 70 miles to the
east, About mid-way between (but somewhat to the north of)
Agordat and Asmara thé road and railway pass through the

 town of Keren which.lies in an almost irpregnable position
behind a wall of mountain ridges rising suddenly to a height
of 2,500 feet above the plateau, with a number of peaks
towering above the .ridgesl. : Erom Asmara the road and
railway lead in a northe-easterly direction to the port of
Massawa some 45 miles distant, .The cé.pture of Agordat,
Keren, Asmara end Massaws and the liquidation of the
enemy's forces concentrated therein (which meant virtually
the conquest of Eritrea) now became the main objectives of
our forces;

Th'e Aymy now pushed on towards Agordat, and on 25
January the enemy abandoned Biscia which was occupied by
out troopse On 26 Jamuary the L4th Division begen to
reconnoitre the enemy's defences weét of Agordat while the
5th Division - augmented by the 5th Brigade which had been
rushed up in lorries from 'Kassalaz - attacked Barentue
On 1 February Agordat was captured and on that night the
enemy evacuated Barentu which was occupied by the 5th
Division,

— - /A large
1, From Kassala the whole country is mountainous - the plateau west of Keren
being at an altitude of approxe 3,300 feete

2, The 5th Brigade had, fortunately, reached the Sudan several days before it
was expectede
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‘A large quantity of war material and guns fell into
our hands at Agordat, but nurbers of the enemy escaped by
a.track to the north of the Barska River on which the
town is situated and reaohed Keren.,

Noe203 Group Meanv&nle the Royal Air Farce had assisted the .Army

Appx, "A" to -

Form 540 Entry of in a.ccordance with its plan of - operatlonsl by offensive

L. Febe "W, .

patrols, daily tactical and photographic recomnaissances,

and bombing atidcks on the retreating enemy's lines of

comminicationse  The enemy's i‘etreat was so rapid that it

was soon possible to use advanced landing grou.nds at |

Tessenoi; Sabdaret ‘and other forward localities and to

.establish A.C. Flights at these places which were employed

AeC, Slatter's to a great extent on offensive reconnaissances. The .

"Air Ops. in the

Sudan etc" June ‘40 advent of the Hurr:u.cane aircraft of‘ No.l SeAsdoFe Squadron

ay 1941

(A.H.B. IT J7/2). gave the R, AF, air superlorlty "o an as’con:n.sh:mg d.egree"
and full use was made of these aircraft in attacks on
enemy aerodromes, As the advance progressed large scale

attacks on "back" aerodromes were carried out at the

extreme range of 150 m:.les from ca.p‘bured enemy a.erodromes

No4203 Group and landing grounds. These operat:.ons included a level
Appx, " Aﬂ to

Entry of 4 Feb. '4l.bombing attack from 5,400 feet w:Lth 20 x 250 1lb. bombs on
: and

No.25% Wing Form e railway bridge near Keren by No.223 Squadron on

540 Entries of .

28 Jan - 3 Febe'il, 27 Janua;r-y, and on the same day four tactlcal reconnaisg-
‘sances were carried out in the Barentu - Agordat -~ Biscia
sreas An enemy M,T, Column near Barentu was ground-
strafed, and & conbined bomber and fighter attack was made
on enemy aircraft at the Gura zuﬁd Mai Edaga aerodromes; |
the ra.ilwsy' station at Saati was bombed, and six - .

' Glad_'l.ators of Noel S.A. A.F. Squadron atto.cked d.lspersed

‘ an.rcraf‘t at Gura ob*a:.nn.ng several n::.ts. On 28 January

" three Blenheims of Noolk squadron atta.cked the ra:Llway'
/s:Ld:Lngs at

Q

1. See page ¥ SUDTe
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| _sidings at Keren and six Wellesleys of No.223 Squadron made
. & bombing raid from 3,000 feet on the road-rail bridge at f:\
Shaikatu near Asmara dropping 500 lbs, 250 1bs 40 Ibs and
20 1b. bombs and incendiaries, and on the same day a single
Hurricane attacked. the aerodromes at Asmera and Gura. At
Asmara three S.79s were shot up and e.t Gura h:.ts were

obtained on one 8.79, one S8l and two CAel33s,

JTbide ’ On 29 January Noslik Squadron raided Gura damaging o
’cwo CRo428, which endeavoured to intercept, and No,223
Squadx'on a't’cacked the Agordat = Keren road from a he:.ght
" of 600 feet, scoring several hits with 500 lb. bombs,
Later the seme day.eight Hurricanes and five Gladiators of.
) Noel S.AsAF. Squadron atta.cked Gura but were intercepted
SeAsAsF. Records: by ten.CR.Lx.zs and one S.70; five GR.l;2s and the Se79, were
No.,1 Sqdne (Short
history of). shot d.ovm, our own aircraft return:_ng safely.
" No¢203 Group ' During the next five days nmumercus attacks were mede
Appx. "A" to
Form 540 Entry of on enemy M.Te convoys, pos::. tions, railway stations and
I Feba ‘41 and - , : )
No4254 Wing aerodromes, including a ground-strafing attack at Teramini
Form 540 Entries of _ .
28 Jan. « 3 Febe 3ty four Hurrica.nes on four S.79s of which two were set on
f:l.re and burnt out wh:.le a thn.rd was left smoulder:.ng.
On 3 February Nos.li and No¢223 Squadrons attacked Gura .
when numerous d.:rec-t hits were scored on bu:l.ld;mgs and _
" hangars, and Gladiators of No.l SeAcAF. ground—strafed
A.zozo aerodrome and its satelln.te when five C.A.l})s were
set on fire and an S.81 damaged: during this operation
, three CoRek28 intemépﬁed, of which one waé shot downe , /‘.}
A.Ce Slatter's : The speed of the Army's a.dva.nce necessitated the
"Brief Summary of
Air Ops, in the movement f‘orward of the Army Co-operat:.on and Fn.ghter
Sudan etc"
(AHoBe IT J7/2) &  Sguadroms, the two A.C. Flights of No.237 (Rhodesmn)
No0¢203 Group
"Surmary of Ops."  Squadron occupying 1!;?onxa,. Sabderat, Keru, Agewdaf; and
Jane 'l attached to ' .
Form 540 Entry of Girba, Tessenei, Barentu, Umritsar (12 miles west of
31 Jano 'Li—-l-o .
Agord.at) respectlvely. No.l (F:Lghter) Squadron S.A.A.F. /::\

o /moved up
1, Situated some' 25 miles south-west ,of Asmarae ' 4 ,
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moved up f‘rom' Oxo to Kassala and maintained Agordat as an
advanced landing-ground; and No.lﬂ»- Sqﬁa.dron moved up from
the Gecla.ref area to Kassala Jand thence to Agordate
Mearwhlle it had 'been found necessary to form an Adwvanced
_W:Lng Headque:r_-ters at Kagsala. in view of ‘the distances of .
operations from the.Heﬁdquarters of No04203 Group,Xhartoum,

The Assault of Keren.

After the fall of Agordat and Berentu the Army

* pushed on to attack Kerén where the Italians were hastily

(] . :
Gen, Platt's concentrating the final strategic reserve of their
Despatch "Ops, in : .
Eritrea etc. . Eritrean army. As the last remnants of their retreating
1 Dec, ';14.0 to o : e e ‘
26 Aug, YAM : troops from Agordat passed through the narrow gorge in the
Enc. to CS,18122 and ' o
"The Abyssinian mountains which leads from the platean to Keren the

Campaigns", 4 _

Italians blew down 200 yards of cliff thus blocking the

R only gateway to their stronghold. They had also wrecked

the Ponte Myssolini - a huge steel bridge over the Ba.raka
River to the east of Agordat - and had strewn the dry -
bed of the river with 1and—n1iﬁes. The conseq;uent eight
hqurs delay to our tro_.op,s while the Baraka river bed was
being cleared for motor traffic gave time for the 'Itali.an
reinforcements to reach Keren befoi'e our forces cpuld gét
theres The reSuit of thls check at the Barska meant that
.we had to assault' Keren - "the most formidable obstacle
in the whole history of mounté.in warfare™ - in a |

series of' operations which occupied two fonths of bitter

fighting before the position could be cap’curéd.

The forces which the enemy concentrated at Keren

approximated some 25 ,000 men and over a lundred guns -

" with almost unbreakable naﬁurai defences and complete
observation of any attéckiﬁg Afclurc;e’, approaching from the
platéau. On 3 February the 4th Division made the initiel
assault and succeedsd in storming the outlying peaks, but

/oy 12 Febmary
1, Pe Guedalla: "Middle East 191;-0-&2 A Study in Air Power®.




Noe203 Group
Appx, "J" to Form
540 Entry of
17 Feb. 'll-lo

' the necessary supplies and materiel for the offensive while

~33=
by 12 February the.troops were unable to advance further

and the attefipt hod tb be abandoned. Our forces were, R

however, able to hold on to "Gameron Rldge"l (which rises

.juet bolow the Sanch:l.l R:Ldge whose capture would doma.nate

the Keren pos:Ltlon) s but it was now cndent thetf the wholc
of our forces in the Sudan would be required for the final

sesault, This entailed four weeks ‘spent in bringing up

the troops iqung on to “Ca:mron.Ridge"(aespite a daily foll
. \ ’

of 20 to 30 casualties, | ' e

Keren = Suppoz;’é by the Air Forces.

’

Moanwhile the Royal and South African Air Forces were
co-operating with the Army to the fullest egxtontz. Enemy

pos:.t:l.ons, gun emplacements, stores and commnications be-

" same the principal targets wh:a.ch were bombed continually by

our Wellesleys, Blenhe:.ms, Hardys and Gauntlets. On

L Februa.ry two Wellesleys of No.l;.? Squadron .bombed Keren

railwey station from 7,000 feet, with 40 1bs and 20 b,
bombs, reg" stering direct hits and start:mg f:x.res, and on

the sSame day two Blenheims of Noeli Squadron bombed ¥.,T e

véku'.cles on the Keren - Asmara road, and three Blenheims of

’

the same squadron bombed the hangars and aerodrome buildings

at Gura gooring ‘direct hlts. Next day (5 Februa:cy) three

sarbined bombihg and reconnaissance sorties were made by

Hordys of No.237 (Rhodesian)'Squédron on enemy defences
west of Keren, The railway bridée at Habi Mentel south- ~

east of Keren was struck by a salvo of bombs and other

“pombs burst among M.T. vehicles on the adjacent road;

other M,T, ‘wes dive-bombed, On 51l:h_e" following day Hardys
of N0.237 (Rhodesien) Squadron dive-bombed a train in.the
Keren « Habi Men'tel section of -the raJ.lway scormg two .

/dlrect hits

le Named ai‘ter the 2nd Camerons who captured ite.- .
2. This included a compléte sys-bem of comminications" be’cween the .A;cmy and ’che
R.A.F., an account of which is given in Appendix "H",
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. 540 Entry of
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direct hits on coaches, and three other Hardys of this
Squadron dive-bombed and machine-gunned enemy defences in

the Keren area, On 7 February six Wellesleys of No,223

Squadron raided suspected‘gun-eﬁplaéements near Keren, and

two Hardys of No.237 Squedron reconnoitred the railway
yaras at Keren' on the return journey one of these 5
aircraft was attacked. by a CeRe42 and shot down in :E‘lames.
During ‘che next five days Keren and Asmara raillway
stations were attacked successfully, airtillery positions

and supply dumps near Keren were bombed, and enemy com-

" munications and 'broop positions were harasseds During .

this period Hurricanes of Noel S.A.A.F, Squadron carmed '
out offenswe. patrols on the aerodrome at Bahr Dar, whe?:‘
they machll}e-gunned three CAJ %78 and also on Asma‘.'ra‘ ani
Gura aerodromes and suspected satellite aerodromeé a.f
Terramini (Eritrea), Selassie, Adowa, Axum and Ad..igra.‘-ﬁ
(rAbyssinia)‘; '

During an §ffensive'patrol by six Hurricanes on

10 February two CeR.42s of a formation of five were shot

Gen, Plattt's
Despatch "Ops, ih
Britrea etae 1 Dece
L0 - 26 Aug Ydl."

down in flames, none of the Hurricanes being .demaged,
The enemy, however, appearedv to have been influenced by
the ReAoBds L "gmu.nd—strau.ng“ attacks which they
emléfed suoc:,essfully on two occasions, namely on

8 Fébmary when five CoRe42s destroyed six of our air-
craft and Severely’damaged four others on our advanced

ia.nding ground at Agordat, and 6n 9 February when five

'CeReli2s attacked the same lana:mg ground destroying onc

Hurricane and damaging two others.

The Karora Offensive.
While the operations at Keren were in progress
part of the 7th Infantry Brigade (4th Division) was

was operating from Port Suden with a Free French force

Jin an

" 1le The R.A. F. includes the S.A.A.F. when t‘ms men'b::.oned in general termss
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in an attack on Kerora {gituated on the Sudan - Eritrea
frontier some 30 miles from the Red Sea coast) with the in-
tention of advancing on Keren from the north, On 19 February

this composite force (known as the 7th Brigade Group)

captured Mersa Taklai (on the coast) and Karora on 12 February.
A few dagys later Kub-Kub fell, and by 1 March the 7th Brigade

Group, c.leatred the Mescelit Pass (15 miles north-west of Keren)
aﬁd ’chere’bjr drew off a considerable part. of the Keren |
garrison, - ' | \
The Royal Air Force assisted in these operations by

cerrying out offensive patrols over the area, and on

13 February Blehhejms of Noelk.Squadron bombed a large enemy

encampment at Kub-Kube, = On 24 February .three Gladiators of
App, "G" to Form i

UK Might from Por’cSudan were sent tothe Kub-Kub area where
they covered the movements of our troops ‘by offensive patrols,
On 27 February one Giadi#tor ‘shot down a C.R.42 near Kub-Kub,
and covering patrols were maintained over the .’c_i'oops for
severai days.

The Keren Front,

The consolidation of the terrirotisl gains made by the
Army in its advance on Keren: secured to the Royal Air Force
the use of landing groundsA s0 far ddvenced that memy of the
énemy's bases in Eritrea and northern Abyssinia were brought
within range of our fighters and resulted in heavy .destmction
of enemy air_craf;c on the ground., There was also a very
marked decream®in enemy air ac’civity,_ and their bonibing
_a.ttacks became of almost negligible importance.

On 13 F.e’bma:qr six Gauntlets attacked Keren railwey
station obtaining direct hits on bu:ildings, and on the same
day dive-bombing sorties were made against artillery.

positions by Hardys of No.237 Squadron, On 15 February two

Vincents of Nou4.30 (A.C.) Flight covered the withdrawal of

" our troops on one sector of the Keren defences and then divew-

/borbed

0

‘/'

(Q

(J
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bormbed Keren railway station, starting several fires
among the buildings, - |
| During the next few days bombing attacks were made
on the railway near Habi Men’cel and artillery positions
and supply dumps near Keren, and also on the rolling stock
on the Keren - Asmara section of the railway. Meanwhile
on the night of 14/15 February eight Wellesleys of No.2é3
Squadron bombed the Caproni workshops at iai Edage from a
height of 3,000 feete 500 1lb. and 250 1b, bombs and
incendiaries were dropped, to a total weight of 10,700 lbs.
Direct hits were claimed on the hangars but no fires or
explosions resulteds The raid was repeated (n;n daylight)
on 16 February by fifteen Wellesleys of Nos,L7 and 223
Squadrong escorted by four Hurricanes dropping 250 lb.
bombs and incendiaries. All the main workshop hangars
received direct hits snd meny of the smaller buildings
were destroyed, "T'his was a most successful attack as
proved by photographs teken at the timet, The escorting
Hurricanes d.es;troyed two Se79s at Gura; all our air-
craft returned safely from this operation. ‘

On the following day (17 February) No.223 Scuedron
made two sorties against ene;qy positions near Keren, and
on 19 February five Wellesleys of the same squadron
attacked the post office, .telephone exchange and other
targets in Asmara from avheight of 4,500 feet, dropping
500 1be and 250 lbe bombs and incendiaries, a total weight
of 7,900 lbs, w}ﬁle.five’ Wellesleys of Nol.L7 Squadron
successfully attacked the Asmara aerodrome. The
Wellesleys were escorted by ten Hurricanes which attacked
four CeRes2s, four S«79s, two Se8ls and five CeAel33s
dispersed on the landing ground, Of these, they

destroyed three S.79s, two Celel33s and two CeRel28,
/leaving

1. Three photos, attached as Appx. "C" to No.253 Sqdn'sﬁ}?"orin 540 of
16 Febe 'Wle all show bombs bursting right on the target.
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leaving a th:.rd C.R.hé smouldering; two of the Hurrican;as
yere slightly damageds ' o !‘\
During the perioé. 12 to 19 February Hurricanes made
sevéral offgnsi’v‘e patrols in the Keren - Gura - Asmaras area
meeting Wiﬁh-vexy little cnemy opposition. - On 20/21 February
two Hurr:.canes made an offens:n.ve recorma:_ssemce over Axum,
Adowa,y Ad:u. Ugri and. Teramlna., whcn they gt on fire a petrol
dump at Adi Ugr:L‘ %gt,mated to contain about 4,000 gallons, f-\
Next morning one of these Hurricanes repeated the attack, a
further 2,000 gallons of petroi and five lorries (which were
engeged in removing the residue of the petrol) being
destroyed. .
On the same day ‘(21 February) six aircraft of No,l
Squadron S.A.AF. raided Massawa aerodrome on which were
S.AJA P, Records six hangars filled with enemy aircrafte Our pilots set
Noe.l Sqdn, (Short SR ~ '
History of) fire to all the hangars in spite of heavy anti-aircraft fire,
Meanvhile a new forward aerodrome hed bcen constructed &t
Tole a.nd. ua:_ng this as an adva.nced Landmg ground No.l
Squadron;_S.A.A.F.' attacked Ma.ka.'l.le1 aerodrome on 23 February
and burnt out fi\re S.79s and’ fhree,C.R.l;.Zs (which had been
: o ,cs:bserved during a recomnaissance); one of our aircraft was
shot down, the pj:lot (Major Wilmot - 0,Cs of the Squadron)

being captured.

No.203 Group ; In the following week six bombing attacks were made
Appx. "G" to Form T . :
540 Entry of on enemy positions in the Keren area by individual aircrait,
7 March 41, - . o
. and tremghesand gun emplecements were bombed. once by five "~
‘ o ‘ . .\’/
Blenheims of Touli Squadron® and six times by formations
of three Wellesleys of Nos.L.."/' and 223 Squadrons. Over
12,000 lbse of bombs were dropped, from helgnto between
1,500 and 3 000 feets: Mcammlle the flghter aircraft
c0nt1nued. their act1v1 ties a.nd :,nf‘llcted cons:.derable
/damage ~
1, Makalle is approxe 150 miles north~of Wossawa: it was an ex’creme range —

attack for the Hurricanes. )
2. Blenheims of Noels; Sqdn. from Port Sudan assisted in the Keren operations,
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A.Co Slatter's damage on enemy aircraft and aerodromes. It was sub=
"Brief Summary of
Air Opse 'in the | sequently learnt from the Italian Viceroy of Abyssinia,
Sudan etce June 1940- 1 ‘
May 1941t the Duke D'Aosta™, that this and other long range attacks

(Af4Be II J7/2)
on enemy aerodromes were most demorelising and resulted

in the whole of the italia.n Air Force being withdrawm
from bases in Eritrea. | |

In the course of the next eight days Hurricanes
carried out se.verai offensive patrols :Ln the Kerev -
Aémara areas during which they cie stroyed four M.T.
vehicles; they also attacked and burnt a petrol dump at
Zula aeroc'lrome.‘2

On 2 February a Single Hurricane while or.
offensive patrol over Zula aerodrone bléw up a hangar in
which was an aircraft believed to have been an S.62, and
on 3 March three Hurricanes revisited Zﬁla and i t'\e
absence of any aircraft to attack they burned up & petrol
dump estimated to contain 1,000 gallons.

The period from L to 12 March was occupied in

No0e203 Gxroup - continued bombing attacks snd reconnaissances in the
Appx. "P" to Form ' '

540 Entry of Keren area and along the enemy's lines of commnication,
17 March '4l. -

- ten Wellesley and six Hardy bormbing softies being made
on these Objectivess On 5 iarch two Blenheims of Nosli
Squadron attacked the Keren - Asmara road without meeting
any opposition, and six Wellesleys of N0e223 Squadron
borbed Asmara railway sta"cioﬁ from heights ranging

from 3,000 to 4,500 feet, dropping 24 x 250 1b. borbs

and incendiaries ond. obtaining meny- direet hits on ho trock
1
No.203 Group and adjacent buildings. On the following day (6 March)
Form 540+ Entry of
6 Maxch %41, Advanced Group Headquarters was established at Apordat

under command of the S.A.5:0., Group Captain G.0e Yonn,

who flew from Khartoum to take over3 . On 7 March
/Blen‘;".ei;;zf;
1. The Duke surrendered To our forces at Amba Alagi on 18 Moy 1941 (as-wdlLl
appear hereafter on page 181 infra,) '
2. Zula is approxe 30 miles south of Massawae .
3, A chart showing the dispositions of the .Sqdns, during the operations at
Keren is given #n Appendix "J" (Nos+203 Group Records) «
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Blenheims and Wellesleys of Nos,ly and 203 Squad:féhs bombed

‘the Keren - Asmara road, ‘arid on 10 Hardh ‘three Wél.fl.esléys
of No.223 Squadron bombed a bridge on this road over the -
Mogardal valley. On the same day two Blenheims of Noell
Squadron attacked the railway bfidge over the Anseba River,
and on 12 March two Blenheims of Noelk Squadron and two
Wellesleys of Nos223 Squadron patrolled and bombed the
_ Kerén - Asmera road to imbede enemy transport.,

Meanwhile the Hurricanes had maintained their
offensive péitrols over enemy aerodromes and petrol dumps
and had censed considerable demere to enemy aircraft, M.T.
vehicles, and personnel.

In addition to its other activities the Royal Air
Force obta.ined‘ satisfactory results by means of pamphlet-
eering. A large number of pamphlé‘cs written in Amharic
and Tigrean ‘script‘ and iﬂearing the Great Seal of Abyssinia
ond ”cho'Royal AymsTof Englond were dwopped vover Keren to
om@ago the onomy's Abyééinim and Epitrocn native trodps
to dooert, Thosoe pcrphlets mot \:.th an oncou:caging TCFpOoREe,
1,31'%0 numbcrs“of '{:hc native triops coming over to our lides -
as a result of this propagandar,

Throughout the whole period of the Keren operations
photographic reconn”a:'i.ssa.n.ces' of enemy positions were
carried 6u“‘c a.ésiduously.

During .the.periodf 22 Pebruary to 12 Merch there
was practically no enemy air activity ~ a sufficient in-
dicatioi} of the air superiority which our Air Forces had
achiéved in the éour’se of the campaign.

The Capture of Keren. '

Meanwhile the Army had mistered its full strength
“for the (f:.nalassault on Keren which was fixed for

15 Marche On the dsy before the assault (14 March) a

Wellesley of No.223 Squadron dived to within ;nifty feet

1, Pamphlets had been used since ;'l;he carly days of the war, Translations of
pamphlets (numbered "A", "B" and "D") are given in Appendix "G"e

()

e
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of an enemy ammnition train of forty trucks carrying

) 20,000 shells and set it on fire by macnlne—gunnlng,

' many eJ@los:Lons resu.l’clng and the train being destroyeds

The Ro:,;a.]:.' éﬁa Sou{:ﬁ African Alr Forces gave thé
rrmnmm close supnortl to the irmy for the assault ‘on
15 mrc_h. As the troops moved forwa.;d to the attack a
constairﬁ: s.,ream of Blenhelms, Wellesleys md Hardys from
Nosell, 47, 223 and 237 Squadrons bombed and dive-bombed
the enemy poéitions dropping over 35,800 lbs, of bombs,
while six Lysandefs of Noe237 (Rhodesian) Squadron made
artillery reconnaissa_nces. Next day intensive bombing

and "ground-strafing" was continued by forty Wellesley,

fifteen Blenhei_m, nine Gauntlet and eleven Hardy sorties,

v

besides twelve tectical and artillery reconnaissances by

RN

SR N

‘the Lysanders. Our losses from all these eighty-seven
sorties amounted to one Wellesley and one Hardye On
the .same vday‘ (16 March) four Gledietors of "K" Flight
macie offensive patrols on the Keren - Asmara road and "~
ettacked MeTe vehicles.

On 17 March the intensive bombing and “ground-
st1~afing" Aof the Ke:c“en ‘area wes repeated, and an attack
was also made by six Blerheims of Noels Squadron on the

Fiat premises at ‘zixsmm:'«tx;~ standing patrols of our

’ ?i’ghf’éx"s’“oir‘er the battle area accounted for nineteen

sorties of‘ 't'he Hurricanes and thirtecen sorties of the
Gladiators. Next day the Blenheims of No.,li Squadron

repeated their attack on Asmara and encountered heavy

. Aol fire. ~The Hurricanes supported by the Gladiators

of "K" Fl:u.ghi', finde several uortles over the battle area.
These offens:Lve paurols vere mawnua.:u.ned for the next ten
day% while the Army was bo.tterlntr its way through the -

Keren defencese At one per:.od our troops ran snort of

Jarmunition and

1. An aocount of the close “upport by the R.AF, is given :Ln Append:uc wHY,

.
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ammnition and food which had to be dropped for them by a
~ Vincent (of No,237 Squadron) a.nd one of tthelleéleys'
respectively. o |

No.263 Group o . During these final days of the assault the enemy Air

Appx. "G" to o : e ’

Form 540 Entry of Force - after a long period of inactivity - was again in

6 Lpril '41. . : - ' .

.- the air and their flghters carried out a number of patrols. /ﬂ
' Théy were, however, loath to engage our ‘I:Iurricanes unless wi't;;
vsupezl":i.or-rmmbers:and from ah initially advantageous position

of af‘back.
| On 25 March the final assault on Keren was begun,
and oh the night of 26/27 Me;c‘ch the enemy was f.orced. to
evacuate thé positions Th'eir morale had been terribly
shaken by the "torment""caus;ea by the RuAF.'s incessant
bombing and “groun'd straffng" and the Army's ax“tiilexy
barrageZ. | |
The victory of Keren virtually broke the‘ Italians!
power in Eritreca. Its results were of great importance
for it 1ed. to the capture of ;i;srnara and Maésém;a -thus open-

. ing the Red Sea to our ships a.nd; for American war material

in American ships to reach Egypt. It also released the
L4th Division for f‘urt‘her work in the Western Desert and
Syria,

Summaxy of the R.AF. and S, AcAFots Achievements.

The great value of “the assistance which the Royal -~

e e
and South African Air Forces rendered to the Army from
the opening of the campaign 'until ‘the capture of Keren
is evidenced by Major-General Platt's statement that
Gen. Platt's "The R.LF. with their variety of machines from I—I'u’rricane'g
Despatch "Ops. in ' : ’
Eritrea etc. 1 Decs To Vincents had gained air superiority. By a con-
,‘I;.O - 26 Aug. 'Lxl"

Enc. to CS.18122 tinuous forwerd poiicy they had driven their opponents -~

from the air and had destroyed their machines on the

ground, The Army was indeed grateful for the immnity
: /from hostile

1. For an account ’of the method employed see Appendix "H",. ,
2, Taken from the Italian Gen. Frusci's diery: (see "The fbyssinian Campaigns“).
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~hostile air attack thus gained,"

Noe203 Group , Tt is probable that the chief factor in achieving
Appx, "G" to Form o '
540 Entry of . air superiority was the operations of No.,l (Fighter)

6 April '1+1.

Squadron S.i.4.F, which had been carried out (f‘rdn} Lcapturod
. enemy landing grounds) over the enemy's main air bascs
and which hed resulted in the destruction of enémy
aircraft on the ground and in the aire JAlthough a
distance of 160 miles had to be flown to apd from the
firs\t‘of t};c objectives = Gura aerodrome -~ the operation
achieved complete surprise and considerable succéss. The
‘subsequent operations-made against Ma.ssawa, Zula, Adi
Ugrl, Teram:.m and Mm«:alle were also successful, and the’
| nurber of enemy aircraft destroyed in combat or by "ground~
‘strafing" during the period of our ad'vanc;e from Kassala
(19 January) to the fall of Keren (27 March) had amounted
to forty two bombers and twentyieiéht fighters ~ a total
~of seventy aircraft - v;hich were all destroyed by Nosl
Sque'xdron S.A AJF. In o.ddltlon to these losses a large
nunber of enery alrcraft were damaged during combats and.
ground-strafing attacks,. and also an'unknqwn number in
bombed hangars. |
S The achievement of air superiority by our Air
Forces can hardly be over-esj::‘.mated for there seems no
doubt that without this air superiority ‘the successful -
AeCy Slatter's assault of Keren could noj:—have been abcompiished.-

"Brief Summary of
Air Ops, in the Sudan In the opinion of the A,0.C., "this battle taxed our

etce June 1940 - .
" military resourdes to the utmost, and when it is con-

May 1

(A.H.B. 11 J7/2)
sidered that the deployment of both Indien Divisions with-
all their artillery, axnnunifion and stores necessa.zy for
the operation was done down a sn.ngle road in a valley
which was under complete observat:.on from Observation

Postssi‘tuated on the hen.ghts to the west of Keren, it is

saf'e to assume ~that w:vthout complete a,;Lr super:.orn.ty the

/preparat:.ons

e G .
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preparations necessary ror the battle could never have been

 made," , R , ~

Tbid

S

During the battle itself the R.A.F.'s air support
cbvered the additioﬁal roles of artillery sbservation and
supply dropping of rations and smrmnition to the trb'ops.
Ve;xy close support was carried out on several 6ccasions to |
assist the Infantry in scﬁing almost inac.cessible heights,

and the bombing of the dofences of Keren was carried out (™

N
T~

- with the utmost intensity. The Italion prisoners all

"The Tiger Strikes"

Gen, Platt's )
Despatch "Opss In
Eritrea etce
1l-Dece '1-{-0 -
26 Auge 'U4l%e
Bnc, to 0S.18122

admitted thé demorelising and dameging effects of the bombing
and dive-~bombing to which they had been su'bjectedl.

The Capture of Asmara and Massewa.

The remnants of the battered Italian forcés re-
treated to Asmora which stands in the centre of a plateau
some 3,000 feet higher than Keren. A li’ctle more fha.n
half-way between Keren end Asmara the road passes through

Ad Teclesan-which is situated at the end of the hills before

the platecau is reached. The road at this pbint is cut out

'0f the side of the hills and here the Italians had pre-

pared a strongly defended position; they had also blocked -

the road in several placea by demolition,

-

‘

As already stated’the L4th Indian Division was now
eleased for other spheres of fighting, and the 5th Indian
Division carrie‘d. on the campaign alone (except for the

7th Brigade which was concentrated at Zelamet preparatory

to advancing along the Red Sea littoral towards Massawa) o

()

The 5th Divisiod forced the Ad Toglesan positiom on

1 April and on the same. day Asma.r.alwas declared an open
town and was occupied by our forcess The enemy re- -
ti‘eated to Massawa closely pursued by the 5th Division;

while the 7th Infantry Brigade advanced south towards

Magsawa from Keiamets "
/on 5 April S

T An account of R.A.F. bombing tactics and artillery observation at the battle.

 of Keren is given in Appendix "H"e
2. On page 01 BUprao. .
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On 5 Lpril the ‘It..ﬂian Commandcr at Massawa sent
in a flag of truce-asking for terms which ne reccived and
refused, and on 7 4pril the port was attacked: it
surrendered on the following doy. As a last gesture of
defionce the Tteliens had scuttled thirty of their ships
in the harbour and hod demolished pexrt of the queoys: but
the affair had been bungled and many of the thirty
vessels were subsequently salvaged by our Naval forces.

Support of the Lir Forces ot Asnnrae

The fall of Keren and the capture of Asmara was
the ulmineting poiat of a period of intense co-operation
between the Royal iir Force and the British 4rmy in the
Eritrean campaigna

Un the tey that Keren fell (27 March) the R.i.F.
attacked repuetedly the enemy's line of retreat aud the
town of Asmara: five Vincents and eleven Geantlets of
Noe30 (A.C.) Flight dive-pombed and m&chine-@mned M,T
on the Kere‘n - Asmera and Asmera - Gondar roads when

twenty five lorries were demaged, one Vincent being shot

- down, On the same day six Wellesler sorties of No4223

Squadron were made against eneny positions east and north-
east of Keren and ﬁhe Ad Teclesan area, The Herdys and
Iysenders of Noe237 Scuadron carried out many “ground-
strefing" sorties inflicting heavy casualties on the
retreating enemy. During these operations three C.Rek2s
attacked 'a formation of three Lirsanders; one Lysander
was. dameged and one C.R.42 was damzged and subsequently
crashed, On 28 March sorties by three Wellesleys of
No,223 Squadron and two Blerheims of 'No.l}.:. Sqﬁadron
bombed enery positions at Ad Teclesan wi.th 250 lb, 4O 1"5.
end 20 be bouibs, cnd Herdrs end Iysendors of No 23T
§quadron divo-hombed cnowy troops ond ,Te botwoon -4

Pacleoon and Lomnre dostroying to lorriss (ot dorv.ging
gsovon others, On 29 Mrren Velloaleyn oi’ NoueL7 vud 233

- Squedrons atbackod e sbution fron a hedphkt ¢f 6.800

fect with /500 Ihs and

.
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500 1lb, and 250 lbe bombs scorirg several direct hits on
the railway track and station, and on the same day four
Blenheins of Noelt Squadron bombed the Caproni workshops at
Asmare. and sterted several fires.

On 30 March seven Wellcsleys of Nose.l7 end 225
Sguadrons and five Blenheims of No.li Scuadron bombed the
railwgy station buildings at dsmora causing fives o.ﬁc,
explosions, and on the same day Iysanders of No.237 Squadron .

-

made tactical reconnaissances over ad Teclesan and dive--
boribed a militery encampment at Asmeral; at the same time
three Herdys of the same squadron dive-bormbed warehouses
in JAsmara scoring direct hits on buildings, and on 1 April
aircreft of No.237 (Rhodesisn) Squadron attecked trahsport.
retreating from Asmera and inflicted considerable domage.
Meanwhile on FLMarch fourteen ¥Wellesley, cight Gauntlet,
ten Hardy, eleven Lysander and one Vincent bombing sorties
were made over enemy éositions at Ad Teclesan.

On the same dey (FL March) General de Gaulle (wiwo
nad arrived by air from Kaartour: on 26 Mearch) fle'.;f over
Keren in a Free French Blenhein.

Meanwmile the Hurricanes and Gladictors cerried out
continual patrols and sortics over the Keren - Asmars road.
end railwey and Asmars towm. On 28 March six Hurricanes
made thirteen sorties over the line of c.cmy retreat, and
next day there were eight Hurricene sorties ou offensive
pa.trois and borber escorts: during these operations a ™
single Hurricane attacked three 5.79s over Keren which
took avoiding action and escaped in the haze.

On 30 March five HuI:x'icmies nade fourteen sorties
on offensive patrols in the Keren - Asmara < Decamere

/ares: no

1. According to "The 4byssinian Campalgns" the Lysanders on thils reconnaiss—
angnt dived into the mouth of a railway -tunnel (where the railwey runs .
persllel to the road) to see if the tumnel was clear for a feint movement -~
by our troops along the reilway line. This is not, however, mentioned in
Forms 54,0 or 54]. of the Sguadron.
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area: no enery aircraft werc encountereds On the
following day four Hurricane offensive patrols of two
sirereft each were made over the Ad Teclesan orea, The

-

first patrol met ond sttacked three S.79s; one Hurricane

‘was hit but the other pressed home the attack and the

Se79s 11ade off, one with its starbdard engine on iire
and another with its undercarriage hanging dovn.,  One
Hurricane failed to returns

On 1 fpril there were elcven Hurricane sortics on
offensive and "ground-strafing" patrols covering the roads
leading south and east from Asmers, -during which an
enemy heavy battery drawn br tractors was attaq};éd and
brought to a standstill by & single Hurricane; this
battery was esgain attacked later in the dayr by another
Hurricane,

On 5 4April five Hurricanes machine-gumed cneity
troops and transport in the Gondar ores vihen en $,31
on Azozo serodrome was "ground-strafed" end severely
demeged, Heavy small orms Pire wos encountered at
Gondar and all the five Hurricanes susteined superiicial
damage Trom hitss

During the period between the captures of Lere:
(27 Marck) and Massava (8 ipril) the eneny Alr Force wos
little in evidence, 4 few half-hearted sorties were
mede b}j’ their ighters over the Keren ores, and three
S,79s bombed Keren on the morning after its cepture by
our forccd.

Operations of the R.A.F, alt Massawa.

In the meantime the Royal Lir Forcc - in co~operation
with the Fleet Air fvm of the Royel Navy - afiorded
valueble air support for the attodk on Massews. Between
26 March and 1 April No,l. Squadroa's Blenheims moade
eight sorties for visusl and photographic reconnalssance

Jof enetizr
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Appx. "E" to Form
540 Entry of
5 April ‘4.
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of enemy shipping at Massawa, and on 1 April their

‘reconnaissance showed that three enemy destroyers had left

that .por‘b. Swordfish aircraft of the Fleet Air A:mnl and
Blenheims of No.ls Squadron were sent out to search for
them, and on 3 April four destroyers were.sighted east of
Port Sudan, One of these was sunk by Swordfish aircralt
and another - which lj.a;d been dameged - was sunk by the
Blenheims, The other two destroyers were discovered
aground near Jiddzh on the Hejaz coast and were attacized
and deétroyed by the Blenheims and by Welleslers of Nol.225
Squadron with 500 1b, and 250 1b, bornbs,

On 8 April (the day thet Massawe surrendered)
Wellesleys of No.l47 Sguadron borbed enesy gun emplacements
and positions of this town while aircraft of No.223
Sguadron bombed ships in the harbour which were shelling
our advancing troops. 4t the same time Nol.237 (Rhodesian)
Squédron attacked forts and troop positioné on liount
Uniberto and shipping in the harbour, scoring a direct nit
on one vessels

The attack on the enemy destroyers on 3 April was
the last operation of Nosls Scuadron in the Red Sea as on
8 April it was moved to Egypt, the conguest of Eritrea -
which culminated in the capiure of Massawa = having
virtuslly freed the Red Sea from the lenace of enemy
attacks, -

On 3 April the A.0.C .—in—-é., Middle Bast arrived &t
Khartoum for a conference on 5 April at which the A.0.C's
Aden, Kenyg and the -Sudan, were present, At the con-
fex;ence the question (inter alia) of the minimu forces
necessary for Eritrea ond Abyssinia was discussed with |
particular reference to the urgency of removing from

these areas to other theatres those Squadrons waich were

/alrecdy

1. Based on Port duden,
2, the 4.0.Cts Aden and Kenya arrived on 5 April,

)
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already equipped with modern types of aircraft,
The successful issue of the campaign in Eritrea
~ coupled with the destruction of the Italian iir Force

on all front.; 1n ant _-_rlc..tl ciabled the greater part

4seCeM, Longmore's of thc, Rodioi Souaorong in uht, Sudan to be trensferred,
Despatch Jan,-May
1941, and No,1 Squadron S...4,F., Nos,ly end 223 Scuadrons,

(<eHeBs II J1/8). ,
K" Flight and 1\?0.403 Flight were moved to Ezxpt, leaving

in the Sudan only NoJ47 Squadron (Wellesleys), No.257
(Rhodesian) Squauron (Hardys, Lysanders and Gauntlets),
the Free French Flight (Blenheim IVs) and three Ju 528
(transport e.ircraft) of No,51 Flight, S.d.i0F.

RehaFy Sunpl_,r and Maintenance,

Cormmmnicated by The noya.l &ir Force supplies of ammnition, bombs,
- AJMe Sir L. Slatter,
spare pa.}“‘ts,and engines were shipped through Port Sudan
end moved as far as possible by rail as required, and
stocks of petrol =nd hombs were builk up at Port Sudoen,
Khartdum, Semar and Cedaref.,
From the opening of the Eritrean cazpaign in

Jamuary the R.io.Fe units obtained their supplies lergely
from their Railhead Detachment located at Kassala. The
rapid advance of our forces necessitated a branch line

d-Ta

No.203 Group from the railway for transporting supplies and this was
A.:;_DPXS. IIJII md IIO" ) .
to Form 540 Entriecs  constructed from Mclaiyia (20 miles south-west of
of 8 and 15 Marchk '41., - . : o ‘
Kassala) to Tessenei, and was completed by 15 Mexrch, -
The R.4.F. Railhead Detachment at Kassala then moved. to
Tessenei; its functions werzs to send up supplies of
petrol, oil, explosives and equipment to the forward
areass

Major repairs to and overhaulds of sircrcoft were
carried out at the iircraft Repair Depot, Knartoum.
There was also No,251 Maintenance and Repair Unit at
Port Sudan, and No,52 Repair and Salvage Unit (2t

[i=di Gazouza)
1, i.es including the Italian losses in our attack from Kenyae
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Appxs IRY ang nUu

to Form 540 Eantries
of 20 and 25 March

11, . '

Communicated by
AJMM, Sir L, Slatter,

_:-j'99-
'Wadi Gazouza: ) which moved up to Kassala and thence to
Agordat and Asmera with ‘the JAdvanced Air Headguarters,

lieanwhile an Iv'J;/'I‘ Repair Section of this Unit was formed

’ a.t Tessene:L u*xder the Railhead Detachment, Kassalg to

undert'x.kc rep'ur ond alv”':e lI“ the field, On 21 March

Aa.rc;;-lt Repulr and. S"J.vage Sectlon was formed at
‘Barentu. Th:L..> Sect'- on was responslble I‘or “epanrlnf' all
éircra.f’f Vw:.th}::n its capacityr, cnd Tor re uhI‘”ll"lb t’wose
aircraft '-.»'rhich were beyond its capacity to the Aircraft
Depot at Khal:town_. |

lhe provlen of ualnta.mlng and operating the

Squadron., was very da.fflcult, but owing to the fact that
Ac'iva.nced Air Headguarters was in :c-eal:."“' part of Corps
Headquarters the n.O Ce wos L.olo to est blish hi

- - -

requlrementg at the (L. c,om GI‘G"ICGS with the .AI"’TV th.cn

rendered all ‘the assistance that it could, he Roycl

Adr Force had its quota of lorrics in the irmy's supply

train, ant it was generously treated with regard to the
movement of its supplies t;- rail; it also had a smell

amount of air transpert for use in emergency but this

" was not always suificient, and during the advance from

A.C, Slatter's

"Brief “unma.‘ry of Air

Kassals some of the bombers had to be used to transport
petrol to stocik up the advanced landing- rounds so that.
o h V »

fighter cover 1‘:1;-.511’5 be developeds

Susmary of Bomber Sorties etc. b7 the Red Pe and S.ha.heF,

Sudan Commend from 1 Novomber 1940 to 15 April 1941,

During the period of Phase IT ths Roxro_'l. Air I‘orce of

Ops, in the Sudan etcs the Sudan Commond carried out l 0L5 + medium and 269 +

June 1940 - i,
(A HeBe II J7/Y 2)

miscellanecous bomber sorites (tot'xl 1,;L+ +), in

addition to numcirous “patrols md convoy escorts to

s’,hipp.ing in the Recl Sea. = Of these bombing sorties
371 mediun and 80 miscellaneous (total 451) were
carried out during.the peak pericd of the assault on

- /Keren

-1, See page 62 su p_ra.

"ﬂ

™

~
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Kereh (8-27 March 1941) and 57 medium e_ad 27 m:u.scella.neous

(total 84) during the advance from Keren to Asnara (20

March - 8 April 1941),

Ibid. Aircraft Looses of the R.AF, a;nd S A, A I‘.AL Sudan Command
‘ 1 November 190 to 15 April 1941, -

The losses of aircralt of the R.,4.F, and S.4.AF.,

of the Sudan Comuand during the period of Phase IT were

L "‘q:

as follows:- S -
(a) In the lir. 16 Medium Bonbers

8 1 Vlacellmlgous Bombers
12 Fighters -

(b) On the Ground 2 Medium Bombers
9 Miséellaneous bom‘bers
2 F:l.gn ters’

- (c) Other Ceuses | 8 Medlum Bom‘ncro
- 5 Miscellaneous Bombers
5 Pighters

The totals of &hese losses amount to:-
26 iledium Bombers
22 Miscellaneous Bombera
19 rlrn‘bers
a totel of 67 aircraft in all,
The enemy losses (destroyed) chnring
the samewj;eriocl were; ~
. - 1. Confirmed,

(2) In-the iir, 10 Bombers -
2l Pighters

(b) On_the Ground, A55 Borbers
: 12 Fignters

a total of 101 aircraft in all.
2 PI"Ob&ble »

(2) In the iir, L. Bombers
L. Fighters

(b) On the Ground. 5 Bombers
L Fighters

totalling. 1Y aircraft, ,

Lessons of the Campailzrn,

Ibid. ’ The following Sumiary of what the 4.0,C. took to

be the chief lessons of the campaign may be here
¥ =

M included: —~
: /(1) Msence
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A,C, Slatter's "(1) Absence of Transport aircrafts This made the
"Brief Summary of operations much more difficult, Operations in the
Air Ops, in tae Sudan with its enormous disiences could heve been much
Sudan etce more effectively conducted if Transport aireralt had

June 1940 - May 1941" been available in any. degree, One Valentia (after-
(AJH,.B, II J 7 wards destroyed but luckily replaced by the capturing
of a Caproni 133)~ was quite inadcquate and it became
necessa.ry at times to usc operational bombers for the

. transporting of petrol, boubs, ammnition and personnel

. %o, Advanced Lancan" C—rounas.

n(2) Developnent o supply dropping apparatus, Requ:.res
mich more developrent and it should be supplied in much
more generous proporiions,  Might well be developed in
conjunction with provision of suitable Transport air-
crait units.,

#(3) The 1 provision o long range Tighter aireralt,
Most essential as it -gives the real answer to the
.. destruction of enemr aircralt on their aerodromcs.

"(4) Absence of Red Cross aircraft, This might well

be developed in provision of suitable Transport ailrcrelt
units, Improvisation of a service of this sort to get
the severely wounded to a Db&se hospital beerik nwecoonor:
during the brittle of Keron., In o ctipeign of this - -“‘u:r‘c,
the ndx becomon the ondy roasoncble method of troasporting
gevercely counded fron the operationcl arce to o base
hospitel, A

"(5) The provision of aircralt suitable for Dive

Bombing. Essential for attacks on the diverse tarrets
available in a carpaign of this nature, Not only for
attacks . - but for attacks on the lines
of commmnication, trains, etc, The difficulties of
damaging roads and rail bridges etc. by air action was
most evident in this campaign." ‘

Enem,ﬁr Air Activity.

Ibid. T The Ttalian Fig?;hter pilots displayed surprisingly
good fighting qualltleu. Thev &ll had previous experience
in the S_|_>8.IL‘L.:£‘ Wax and. ne_ad.lcd the CoRJ2s8 with desh and
enterprise, -

The attacks .on the aerodromes at Gedarel, Goz Regeb
and Agérdat were very well executed.s Thne attaciis were
well 'carriéd out and the-'—" Lab.nne zuns of the C.R.42
were a most effective weapon.

The bombing of Port Sudan was feebly executed. In

the early stages a lot of bombs were dropped at Suaicin,

/A more

1, This aircrait was in fact a Cu.dH. 11;3 (the Cehol!8 was the civil version of
the C.A.133): it had left Addis Abshe to evacuste sick families s, end by an
error on the part oi the pilot it landed in recently captured territory and
was seized by our forward troops (Nos.203 Group Agpxe "J" to Form 540,
Entry of 17 Feb. '4l.) .

O
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A more determined effort was obviously planned against
Port Sudan in December 1940, A large munber of S,79s
..moved up to Asmara and a determined attempt to raid Port
Sudan started on December 16th in daylight. (These
attacks coincided with the arrivel of the 4th Indian
Division), However, by this date, 3 Hurricanes were in
position at Port Suds;n and the enemy attacks petered out
on fche second day after one S.79 was shot dowm and about
L more severely damaged. Cloudy weatlier made interception
;nost difficult,

The bombing at Khartoum and Atbara were also very
feeble efforts, Of the three attacks on Khartoum - two
were divided against the perodrome at night and did no
damage at all - the third was a daylight attaciz and the
boubs fell in Omdurman causing a few casualties. At
Atbara, two daylight raids were carried out against the
railway workshops but the damage was very slignte

Some very determil;ed bombing attacks by the
Italians were car'ried out against the road-rail bridge
across the Atbara River near Knasm E1 Girba but the bridge
remained undamaged.

A very successful bombing attack on a troop train °
was made by a single bomber at Deruded on one occasion
causing about 50 casualties,

The eneny carried out effective bombing against
out troops at Gallabat. With air superiority they
employed large forces of bombers most effectively and with
the troops completely devoid of A,A. pguns the bombing
was carried out in a most deliberate manner. The
c':asua:l.ties from this bombing were very few - less than
100 in the three days - but the morale of our troops

was theroughly shaken,

N

/The Italians
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The Italians maintained a bi-weckly mail service -~
between Italy and Ttalian East Africa, The aircraft ot \J
only carried personnel, mails and stores, but some’ 30
C.R.l;.2's‘ were transported from Italy to Italian East
Africa by this Service. The aircraft usually timed their
arrival in Eritrea for dawn, The return service leaving
E'ritreaAby night, o

| Tn the early stages enemy fighters produced a very e

serious obstacle to all close support and recorﬁw_aissance
work, The stories of single Hardies and L&sanders fighting |
off small formations of C.R.42s are epics.

The anti-aircraft heavy defences were guite good at
Places like Asmara, Gura and .EvIassawa but with the Arxﬁy in
the field these defences were mediocre and d:Ld little
damage to aircraft, The light enti-aircraft defences,
although murerous, were on the whole not very effective
and certainly did not interfere to any degree with the
close support given to the Army at Kéren. Aircrafi were
damaged from time to time but seldon was an aircraft
reduced to the \v:x'i’ae-of‘f‘ condition,

Eneny Anti-Aircraft Organisation,

of their C.R.42s for intemep'tion of our bombers.

In general, the Italians' anti-aircraft organisation
was very localised, ‘They hed a warning system for {heir
aerodromes but it was probably not very deep and they

seened to have relied on the great climbing capabilities

ey

The Italians orga.nised a telephone warning system
in a small way along the Red Sea cost between Mersa
Taklai and Massawa, but the Royal Air Force never
picked up W.T. messages synchronising with the passage
of our bombers which could be assumed as part of a N

warning system,

/The
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The approaches to Asmora over the: difficult
country lying from north-west to south-west could be
achieved with ressonable surprise by our aircraft flying
.

at mediym eltitudes, Similarly, several other Italian
aeroéromes south orf Asmara were attacked by our Air
Torces .f‘rom tine to time '.-vi‘ch'vcomplete sﬁrprise. On the

vhole, therefore, the Italians! anti-aircroit organisation

was fnedequite and not wery offieicnt.

/Ve OPERATIONS
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V. OPZRATIONS OF THE R,A.F., ADEN COL}AND, DURING
FEBRU.RY 1941

Meanwhile the Royel Air ';;?‘orc_e'at Aden was still
engaged in bowmbing attacks on the en“r@r'é aerodromes ,
railwey, and supply depois, but in February (1541) certain
changes of policy werc acopted:-

With regard to shipping escorts in the Red Sea; it
was decided only to escort large troo» convoys thus
relieving No,203 Sqgucdron for other offensivé onerations,
H21f of the aircraft released from convoy duties were con=
verted into boibers and were employed against targets in
Addis Ababo and Awesh, while tie other half which remained
as fighters were employed in “strafing" aircraft at enemy
aerodromes deep into Abyssinia, these aerodromes now being
more occupied by enerr aircrc-i‘f as a result of the ofien-
sive of our forces from the Sudan, t was also decided
to pay special attention to the disruption of eneny
comuunications on the Dessie - Asmera road wihich was the
only link the eneny possessed fron Abrssinia to their
northern (Britrean) front,

The advonce of our forces rrom the Sudan into
Eritrea and the opcniﬁ;; of our attack from Kenyo against
Italian Somalilend and Abyssinia (of which herealter) had
the effect of driving cnenm- Air Force Units into the Aden

area, and close co-operation between No,203 Group (Sudan)

- end Air Headguarters at Aden becan. essential for the

Dirst time, Operational zones between these two Air
Headcuarters were therefore agresd upon, the boundaries
of which were chenged from time to time as the advance
of our'grou.nd forces progressed,

The bousbing raids by the Aden Air Force Units during
Febma::y included the following operations:-

On k4 February two Blenheim IVs of No,203 Squadron
attacked enemy eivcraft and MJT. at Mekallo aerodrome and

/machine-gunned
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machine—gunned'threc Se79s on the landing ground one of ann
which was destroyed by fire and the other two soverely -~
damaged. The Blenheims also'destrqyed one CeRe2 in
'combaf, 2 second CeRe42 on the ground being damaged,
On 5 Pebruary six Blenheims of Nos8 Squadron® bombed an
MeTo park omd repair shops at Dessie obtaining hits in
the target area and starting several small fires. On f'\
7 Fébruany two Blenheim IVs of No,205 Sguadron made a
successful attack on the- aerodrome ot Allomata?
(Ab-rssinic) when five CoA4133s were found on thé.landingn
ground end four others in the adjacent dispersal area,
The Blenheims made several dive machine-gun attacks
setting cn fire eight of the enemy aircraft and damoging
fhe ninth by bullets: two M,T, vehicles were zlso
attacked and hits On the same day six Blenheims attacked
hangafs and workshops at Kombolcha aerodrome causing
damage: pamphlets were dropped on the landing-ground.
On 14 February two Blenhcims bombed Assab scoring hits
on buildings and two other Blenheims bombed an M,T,.
compound at Diredawa obfainiﬁg direct hits, and on the
following day four Blenheims bombed the landing-ground
at Kinile znd started Iires, and on 17 February six
Blenheims of No,203 Squadron bombed the railway bridge at
Awash with 24 x 250 1b, bombs; possible damage was done
to two of the piers and a zhed at the end of the bridge ™~
was hit,

During the last week of February successful
at£acks'were made by our bombers on the railwey gtation
at Diredawa, the railway bridgze ot Awash, the M,T. park
and repair shops et Dessie, the aerodrome at Addis |

/Ababa and

()

le. The Blenheims mentioned in this section of the text were Of NOe8 Sqdn,
unless otherwise stated,
24 Situated approxe 130 miles cast of the northern tip of Lake Tanae
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Absbe. and the shipyard at Assab,

Thré)ughout the whole of this period mumerous
offensj.ve and photogrephic reconnaissances were carried
out over (British) Somaliland and the adjacent parts. of
Abyssinia, and convoys for shipping were also provided by
the Blenheim IV Fighters of No,203 Squadron., Early in
the month No.8 Squadron was equipped with some Blenheim
IVS which were prepared I"or.photographic' recomnaissances of
the more distant parts of Abyssinia.

Summary of Bomber Sortics and Reconnaissances of the

R.A.F., Aden Comnand from 1 - 28 February 194l.

During February 1941 the R.A.F. of the' Aden Command
carried out 76 bowber sortics and 32 rcconinalssances
against the Italians (and 3 b?mber.sorties against the
Wahidi during the first four days of the month, the
operations against this tribe being terminated on 5

Februaxy)e

1

/VI, THE RETURN
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VI, TIHE RETURN OF THE E#FEROR

As alrveady mentionedl tho Emperor of Abyssinia,
Haile Sglassie, had errived in the Sudan dn July 1940

dnd hed taken up his residence at Khartoum until the time

- was ripe for his re-appearance in Abyssinia. In the

- meantime Colonel Sandford and his "Mission 10112 were

fomenting the rebellion of the Abyssinian "patriots" in
the Gojjam' districi; of Abyssinie which they entered on

12 Auguste They were assisted by two local chieftaing

' Nagash and Mangashe, who collected men zxi@ (transport)

mles to go to the Sudan border and join the Emperor

~ when he should begin his advance into Atyssinia, At the

‘same time these two chiefs organised small herassing

attacks by "patriot" irregulers ageinst Italian militory

positions.

Co-6perati"on of the R4,
It was decided that the Royal Air Force should
assist the "patriot" movement and on 12 October a

detachment of eight Wgllesleys of No,L7 Sguadron and two

Vincents of Noe430.(A.C.) Flight were moved to Gedaref

to assist the "patriots" by attacking eneny military

targets in the Gonder-Behr Dar areas. On 15 October

- two of the-Wellesleyrs made a nigat attack on Gondar, but

before davm on the following morning Gedaref aerodrome
was reided by one S,79 and seven C.R.32s and C.Ril2s
which "ground-strafed" the Wellesleys and Vincents and

destroyed them al1’, The great colum of smoke from

. the burning aircraft was seen by the Detachment of

No,1 (Fighter) Sguadron of the S.A.AJF. which (as
already mentionedl") had been sent to Azaza; it was the
first intimstion that this Detachment had of the raid

/as an eneny

l, See page 8 supras

2+ Consisting of four other British officers,
3+ See page 21 supra..
s In footnote 1 to page 19 suprz,
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. asan eneirgr agent ha.ci cut~th; m"celephche W:I.I'e "‘cetween
| Gedaref a.nd Azaza.. On the follow:Lnr morning three pilots
of the Detachment toock off (wrlthout perrm.ss:.on) to avenge
the 1oss of our eircraft, and by a shrewd guess they '
~'2.Loca.:‘l:ed_. the enemy ra.lders at Barentu., They flew over the
e.erodrcme and ea\v on it somé S.79s,‘ Celal33s and three . -

.R.l..ZS, end thev burned out the C.R.l;.Zs and severely
damaged the bombers. ‘

On 20 November a V:anent of No.430 (A.C ) Flight

left Khartoum ..ath Colonel Wingate, who was prOCeed:Lng to -

© Jjoin M:J.ss:.on "1o1" as staff officer, and landed at a

7 tenporary 1a.ndin'g ground which hed been constructed in
’:the mountains east of Dangila in the chief Ma.ngasha'
| countxy. Colonel W:Lnga’ce brought the welcome news that a
mixed Sudanese and Ethiopian force under British officers
would shortly enter .Abyssicia an.c{“occupy B‘elaja (some 60
miles east of Dengila) which had been selected as the
~place for the Emperor's headouarters in his own coun'bxy.

| In December detachments of No.l.7 Souadron began a
series of Aat‘tacks on eneny encampments at Dangila, Burye )
' and Debra Markos (situated on the road from Addis Abeba
‘to Barh Dar in the Gojjam.erea) » ~On 12 Deceriber three
Wellesleys bombed the Dangila forts starting eever.sﬂ. fires,

a,nd on 14 December two W ellesleys bombed the buildings of

)

' the Bahr Dar aerodrome » The same day two other

Wellesleys bombed d:.spersed enemy airecraft on Gondar

aerodrome and camp, startlnfr & fire at the latter target.‘ e
On 22 December one Wellesley dropped supplies to I\Lss:Lon _ -
“lOl" at its adv-emced post, and on the same day f:Lve |
Wellesleys bom'bed & troop concen’cratlon at Bjn'ye and

dropped hundreds of leaflets ad&cessed to. the Itelianst R
nati;z;e ::Zl.eﬁee oirer t.he' targ,et , Heavjr ma.ch:.ne-gun five

»

was encountered,

/These
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These operations of the Royal Air Force heartened

‘e

considerably -the. "patriot" movement which the Italians

- were now beginning to view with.increasing anxiety, and

as a result General Nasi - the Vice Governor-General

_of the Ttalian African "Empire" - was sent to Gondar in

cherge of a special military mission in an endeavour to -
stem the revolt, . Meamwhile a steady stream cvafw
deserters from the Italians! native troops and levies was
joining the ‘"patriots",

The Bmperor's Advance into Abyssinia.

In Jemuary (1941) it wes decided that :the time had

Gene Platt's Despatch come for the Emperor to enter Abyssiniz, The newly-

on "Ops, in Eritrea

etce 1L Dece Y40 =~
26 Aug, ‘41",
Enc, to CS3,18122,

e

formed Sudan Frontier Ba‘"tc,llon was now march::.ng to Beleya :
where an aerodrome was under construction, whlle th.ree

other native Batta,l:.onsl were now completing their

training and were to be the nucleus of the guerilla war

of the "patriots" against the Italians,

The country which the Emperor had to traversefrom
the Sudan bordgr to the Gojjam district can best be
described as appalling, Miles of tangled bush and scrub
are encountered which give piacé to rug,ge;d mountains,
strewn with boulders, rising to a height of 8,000 to
%000 feet above sea level, There were no roads and
the country was impassable for motor traffic. The only
method of"‘cranéporting the necessaries for the Emperor's
campaign was by means of a huge number of pack animals,
and for this purpose Colongl Sandford raised some 3,000
miles in the Gojjam while the "patriot" chiefs collected
upwards of 15,000 camels in the Suden. When the
journey was completed herdly any of the camels had
survived the rigours of the march..

/On 20 Januery

1, iege 1st a.nd 2nd Eth:n.op:.an (Refugee) Bns, and 4th Eritrean (Deserter)

Bn.

i
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On 20 January (the dey after the opening of Major- .

Genernl Platt's Kassola offensive) the Erporor and his -

" puite wore flown from Khortoun to Umn Idle noer the Dindex -

River on tho Suden = Abyssinien border' and elighted o an .
irprovised la.nd.i.ng-groﬁnd which the R.i.F, had, constructed

in the bush. From Umm Idla the Emperor marched to his

ter@ora:ry headquarters at Bel!a,ya.‘2

which he reached on
6 Februa:cy and here he assem'bled loyal adherents from the
Gojjam, while the Sudan Fronta.er and 2nd Ethiopian

Battelions moved into the Belaya district.

. Further Operations of the R.A.F.

attacks on the ,erieny in the Gojjam area;

place and withdrew to Bahr Dare

In February the Roysl Air Force contimed its:

on 7 February a '
single Wellesley of No,47 Squadron barbed enemy encampments
af Dangila with fo"U.r 250 1b, and four 20 lb, bombs from
2,400 feet, and on 16 Februsry the enemy evacuated this

On the following day two .

Vincents of No.430 (A.Ce) Flight made an offensive

reconnaissance over Burye, and on the same day three
Gladiators carried out a similar operation over the Bahr

Dar lendj_ng—grounda' On 21 February four Wellesleys of

No.st+7 Squadron attacked successfully encmy troop con-

centrations in and around Burye with 250 1b. boribs and
:mcend:Ler:Les. The Abyssinian Church of St. lichael (which

the enemy used as a store) was d.estroycd and a building

J

in 'bhe fort was hit,

The R.A.F.'s bombing attacks at Dangila and Burye

further encouraged the "patriots" to harass enemy out~

| posts, convoirs and foraging parties, and resulted in the

important enemy gmisbn at Injibarra being withdrawn to
Burye.,

.On 27 February Colonel Wingate, commanding a

0

.newly—organised'force knovmn as "Giéttaon"3 , attacked the |

l, Umm Idla is some 60 miles east of Ros:.eres.

/fort s at

2. Situated approx, 135 miles east~ky-south of Ros:.eres. h B .
e ‘%“hls consisted of parts of the Sudan Frontier and 2nd Ethiopian an. w:n.th

our mortars:

the whole force approximated only

450 men, .
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forts at Bur‘;re (which were now held by some 5,000 enemy
troops with artillery), and on the following day three
Wellesleys of NoJ47 ‘Squa'.dron dttacked the éuzye encamp;
ment with 40 1b, bombs from a height of 1,500 feet:
very heavy machine-gun fire was encountered, one of our
aircraft being shot down and one demaged by gun-rire,

The attack by "Gideon" force followed up by the
R.,A.Fe's bombing resulted in the enemy evocuating
Burye and begimning a retreat to Debra Markos. On
1 March the Frontier Battalion harassed the enemy at
Mankusa on the direct line of their retreat to Debra
Markos, and on 4 ﬁ{arch the eneny evacuated Dambacha
(an encampment midway between Burye and Debra Markos),
frursued by "Gideon" force. On reaching Dubre ‘I‘«Zorkos tho
Italion commander concentrated there all "che remaining
forces of the Gojjem area except for the vgarri."sons at
Bahr Dar and Motal,

The morale of the enemy had by this time been
mich shattered by "Gideon" force, the "patriots', ond
the operations of the Ro:rai’ Air Force, and had it been
pdssible for the ReA.F. to have staged a major offensive
ia;gainst them their forces might well have heen coni-
pletely crushed. But at this very time the R.A.F. -was
concentrating its resources in the assault on Iﬁerén' and.
very few aircralt could be spared in support o the :
"patriot" campaign. . Nevertheless a detachment of
No.l;.'7 Scuadron's Wellesleys gave what assistance it
could and on 8 March one of the Wellesleys made an
| of fensive reconnaissance of the Burye - Debra Markos
road to attack the enemy's rutrenting colwme, No troop
movex_nen’c was, however, seen but a village near Debra
Markés believed to contaiil covering troops was attacked .

with Pour 250 1be borbs from a height of 5,000 feets
B /Meanwhile

Te Mote is 50 miles south-west of Bahy Dar,
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Meanwhilé the "patriot" forces were becoming in ‘ -~

was found impossible to transport these overiand and it
was theréf‘ore decided to inaugurate a shuttle service for
this purpose betweén Rosieres and Burye. Three Jﬁ.52s of
Nou51 (Commmication snd Transport) Flight of the South

African Air Force (which had arrived in Kenya at the end of f‘ﬁ

V\V -

February) were detached from the Flight and stationed at
Rosieres where they ma:’mtainéd' the shu’c’clle service-
satisfactorily. A

Oﬁ 17 March two Blenheims of No.iL;. Squadron bombed
Debra Markos, and on 21 March a single Blemheim of this
Scuadron repeated the attack' yrhen it was observed that the
town area had been considerably burnt, possibly as the
result of the previoﬁs raid, Attacks were .also made on
Gondar by two Welleslevs of No,.47 Scuadron which bombed
the towvm on 20 March Wi‘th eight 250 1b. ‘oomps end 25 1b,.
incendiaries from a height of 4,000 feet starting fires
among stores and buildings, and on 22 lMarch two Blenheirns
of No,1). Squadron bombed a fort and werehouse at Gondar,
the jetty at Gorgora (on the northern shore of Lake Tézia)
and aerodro.me ﬁuildings at Azozo.

Meanwhile a new Free French Flight was formed at
Gordon's Tree (nea-r Khartoun) for .‘the purpose of supéorting

the "patriot" movement in the Gojjam. This Flight was

)

equipped with six Blenheim IVs and was commznded. by their
own Commandantl.- On 24 March one Blenheim of this

Flight bombed targets at Debra Markos.

The Emperor Enters Addis Ababa.
The enemy's forces concentrated at Debra Markos
and the adjacent district now mubered some 12,000

troops; They were harassed repeatedly by the Sudan ' e

* '  /Prontier

T, Bquivalent %o & Squadron Leaders
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Frontier Battalion which steadily won position after
position until on 4 April - by order of the Italian High
Comsand - they withdrew across the Blue Nile, and on
6 April the Emperor entered Debra Markos at the head of
the "patriot" troops. . The gerrison remaining at lota
soon surrendered and the garrison at Bahr Dar was soon
afterwards evacuated to Gondar. Meanwhile "Gideon™
force and 1,000 "patriot" troops pursued the large enemy
force which had evacuated Debra Markos, and on 23 May
the whole of this force surrendered at Agibar (east ot
the Blue Nile), In the meantime on 5 HMay the Bmperor
had entered his capital of Addis Ababal,, wnich had
surrendered to Major-General Cunningham's forces on

6 April.2 _
Summary of the R.A.F.'s Support to the "Patriol! Movement.

The attacks b7 the Royal Air Force on Italion
posts and encampments in the Gojjam sres and perticularly
the bombing of Dangila, Burye, and Debra Mexkos were
successful in producing demaging effects to the Italing!
atorus and equipment and to their mrlitary prestige.
Moveover thé R.A,F.'s "pamphlet warfare" had encouréged
mndreds of native levies to desert from the Italian
forces and join the "patriots'.

The conveyance by aircraft of stores, money and
other ecuipment to the "patriots" was a most useful
service without Wl’;icll it moy be safely assumed that
the "patriot" movement could not have contimied with
any degree of suqcéss. Finally, the conveyance ¢l che
Emperor and his personal staff from Kha ~toun to the
Abyssinian border was undertaken by the R.AJF. This
operation not only obviated a long, tedious, and difficvlt

march for the Emperor but enabled his intended movements

to be kept secret from the enemy. .
°P v JVII. THE

T
o

Interesc that the ﬁnp%ror entered Addis Ababa. exactly

dey after the entry of Marshel Badoglio into the capltal

2. See page 167 infrae
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VII., THE ATTACK FROM KENYA

iiilitary Situation in November 1940.

When Majof-General Cunningham took over command of
the forces in Kenya on 1 November (1940) his troops were
disposed as follows: <the 1llth (4) Division was holding a
line from Malindi (on the coast) to Bura (on the Tana River)
and thence along the Tana River to Garisse, and the 12th
() Division (to which the 1lst South African Brigade was
ten@orarily attachedl) helda line from Wajir to Mount
Marasbit and Lokitaung (on the east of Lake Rudolfh)., On

he arrival .of the 2nd end 5th South African Bri . les the

Divisions were recast”, and the three Divisions then formed

were aligned thus:- the 1lth (4) Division on the right,

the 12th (A) Division in the centre and the lst South
African Division on the left. The length of the front,
however, precluded any perwanent reserve forrations.

The plans vwhich Major-General Cunningham made were
conditional on the reiny season which was due at the end
of I\'Ia:r‘cl’x3 . He examined the possibility of a major offen~-
sive against the port of I{isma;)%u before the rains broke,
but for various reasons he decided that this was im-
PI‘&C"CiO&bleL". 'He resolved, therefore, t> reduce the erea
of the “no-mans-land" in the Northern Prontier District,
to improve comrmnications,- and to sap the Italians' morale
by vigorous patrolling and by capturing isolated eneny
posts. An immediate result of this policy was the |

successful attack on E1 Wek on 17 Decerriper‘3 .
/Strength

1., With the concurrence of F.M, Smits one of the S.A. Brigades was employed as
and when required under either the llth (4) or 12th (4) Divisions; this gave
elasticity to the force waich proved of the greatest value.

2, 4s stated on page 36 supra. » :

3, In the rains it is almost impossible to use ¥/T as the roads —- except whers
on rocky terrain -- become a quagmire of rmd,

s The offensive against Kismeyu hed been suggested by Gen. Wavell at a con-
ference held at i:artoum at the end of Octover (i.ee Five weeks before the
conference on 2 December —- mentioned on pages 72 & I3 = suproe - ot shich
it ves docided not to advence on Kismrgu until ofter the roiny Hoason) Jbide

5 Sco poges 116 and 117 Anfro, .
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Strength of the S.A.A.F, (Kenya) on 31 December 1940.

The Air Force in Kenya was composed of South -
Africen Units, viz, No.s.2 and 3 (Fighiter) Scuadrons |
(Furies, Geuntlets and Hurricancs), Nos,1l and 12
(Bomber) Squadrons (Fairey Battles, and JU.86s), Nos..0 .
and 41 (A.C.) Scuadrons (both H.artbees) , the nev.viy-fdrmed
No .'66 (Survey) Squadron (Ansons), No.3L (Survey) v?light
(insons)?, and one Flight of Glen Mertin Trainers, —

There were also two Glen Martins earmarked for ‘a
new No,1k Scuadron, S.A.L.F., which it was intended to
Porm at some time in the future, These aircraft were
sent on their arrival to' the Operationui Training Unit
and were referred to as "Glen iiartins of the 0.T.U."
until- 12 March (1941) when they were then called the
"Advanced Air Headquarters Flight."

The Attack on El Wak,

Tt was arranged that the S.A,A.F. should co-
operate in the coming attack on El “Tal, and £rom 1
December until the conclusion of the operations five
Hurricanes of Noe2 Scuadron and three JU.C6s of No.12
Squacron were placed under command of Major Mostert
(S.A.A,F,) to co-operate with the 12th (4) Division
which had been chosen for the El Wak operztions,
Independent E.‘:LI‘ co-operation was &lgo provided Ty

Hartbees of No,40 (A.C,) Squadron .

()

On the night of 15 December units of the 12th
(A) Division were moved to El Wak by mechenised
transport (accompenied by tanics) from their forwerd
positions at Wajir - a distance by road of 110 miles -
and arrived at their objective unexpected by the enery

and umoticed by their aircraft, On the following

O

/worning

1. Formed (presumably) in December '40 (it is first mentioned on 3 Jan, ‘4l:
Air HeQ. Bast Africa, Form 540, Entry of that dates)
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morning (16 December) our forces launched their attack,
and after a fierce conflict the enemy abandoned the fort
and vlllage of E1 Wak which were set on fire by our troon"
and destroyed. During the asseault nine Hartbees of No.ll-O
(A.C.) Squadron made seventeen sorties in co-operation with
the troops and JU.86s of No.12 Squadron diveo=borbed the
enemy's positions from 2,500 to 100 fect, dropping 3,480
Tbse of 250 1b. and 20 1b, bowbs, Before dawn on the
morning of 17 December three Savoia aircraft bombed the
burning village in an unsuccessful endeavour to "strafe"
our troops who were, however, bivouacked some distaice
aaye Meanwhile three Hartbees of No..O (A.C.) Squadron
mede six sorties against the retreating enery cnd when & -
Cehel33 aircrait appeared and made a dive-attack it was
intercepted by the Hartbees.

In effect the results of El Wak were much greater
than the defeat of an enemy force and the destruction of
one of tneir important frontier posts would seem to il
for irom that moment began the ascendancy of the morale of
our forces and a corresponding decline of the morale of
the encmy. Moreover the Ttalians withdrew the majority
of their forces to the line of the ‘Juba. River, leaving
only a screen of "Banda" auxiliaries west of the Juba and
some troops and artillery in a strongl;r-\'v'jied encampment
at Afmadu,

Shortly efter the raid on El Wak the winole
military aspect was altered by General Wavell's successes
in the Western Desert and the Italians' withdrawal in

Eritrea in the face of Major-General Plattls inpending

offensive at Kassala., This decided Ma jor—-General

Cunningham to proceed with the comparatively srall-scalc
offensive against Kismeyu which he considered would have
a reasonable chance of success in view of the Italiens'

/declining moralee



declining moralee.

Q‘pera.‘tions of the SQA.A.FQ

In the meantime the S.A.A.F. was engaged in attecks
on the enemy's aerodromes and encampments. On 5 Deceiber
three JU,86s of No,12 Squadron bombed the forts at Mega
and an enemy post north of’ Moyale; one of the JU's was
shot downe On the same day three Fairey Battles of Nol.ll
Squadron bombed M/T at Neghelli scoring direct hits with
20 1b, bombs and incendieriess On 6 December one Glen
Martin of the S.A.A.F. Operational Training Uait made a
photogrephic reconnaissance of Kismsyu and the some day
two Harbees cﬁ.‘ oM Flight, NoosO (4,C.) Squadron mode a
photographic reconnaissance of the Garissa - Liboi road
and a reconnaissance of the Liboi -.Benami area, On
11 December six Fairey Battles of Noell Squadron dive-
bonbed enemy eircraft from 4,000 to 1,000 feet on & new
landing ground two miles from Yavello aerodrome destroying
three Caproni aircraft and damaging taree othez;s.

During this attack intense  pom~pom fire was encountered,
On the return journey one of our aircraft developed oil
trouble and craéh-la.ndgd 30 miles north of Archer's Post,
and another was hit and made a forced landing at Gombo
aerodrome where it was repaired and flown back to its
base on 13 Decembers |

On 1. Decenber one Fairey Battle of No.ll Scuadraon
made a night reconnaissance of the Golgla - Afmadn -
Jelib - Gobwen road to ascertain if there were any M/T |
or troop movemén’cs , and on 18 Decermber one Fairey Battle
made an offensive (and also photogreyiric) mecomna’~sance
_ of Morale and Namoruputh, scoring direct hits with three
galvos of 20 1b. bombs on an enery camp near Moyale;
20,000 pamphlets were dropped at Moyale and Namoruputha
On 21 December one Glen th of the S.,A.AJF. Operational

/Training Unit

()

/A\
N
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Training Unit made a- photographic reconnaissance of
. Kismgyu encountering intense but ineffective anti-aircraft
fires On 28 December anothier of the Glen Mertins made a
photographic reconnaissénce of the Garissa, Kismeju,
Gobwen, Afmadu, Jelib, Barders and Wajir aerodromes and
landing grounds, During this reconnaissance three Savoia |
aircraft were seen on the Bardera aerodrome and onc enemy
fighter was seen to take off s and photographs ghowed two
CeRel2s on this aerodrone, As a result of this
reconnaissance four Hurricanes of ‘No,2 Squadron attacked
Bardera aerodrome on the following day (29 Deceriber)
destrojring one Savoia aircraft and serioﬁsly dsmaging two
others by machine-gumning, Three C,R.42s tock ‘off from
a satellite landing ground three miles south o the aero- -
dronie and attacked thé Hurricenes, two of waich wex.'e shot
dovwna
These operations were in addition to several
coastal patrols and offensive reconnaissances over the
" whole frontier area.é.
’ Meanwhile the enemy's laclk of enterprise in the air
was becoming more and more apperent; during the montih of
Decerber they made only one direct attack on our aircraft
when a ‘Savoia. machine-gunned a JU.86 of Ne.l2 Squadron on
tﬂe aerodrome at Marsebit, | Although six bursts were
Pired the JU.86 sustained 1o damage and there were no

Gen, Cunninghem's casualties among the crew. At this time most of the

Despatch "E.A. Force ] .
Reports on Ops. from Hurricanes of No.3 Squadron were concentrated at Nairobi

1 Nov, 40 to , ' ,

© 6 April A" . for defensive purposes and at Mombasa (the gateway of
Enc,. to CS,18122 - SO _ .
Kenya and of the Army's lines of commnication) leaving

the defence of our troops, aerodromes end imporiiant centres
such as Namyuki to the obsolescent Furies of Noe2 Squadron,

To quote Major-Generai Cunningham: -

/"For some”
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"For some iriexplicable recson the Italians utterly

failed to use their golden opportunity at tiis time

to take.the offensive in the air, although our
troops behind the River Tana and our outlying
commnications were open to heavy bombing attacks
by them, As soon as the Italians! lack of enter-
prise vas realised, some of the Hurricenes were
dispersed over the front witih the result that

the course of air operations changed rapidly, and
by the beg:mn:mg of Februery our Air Forces m,d
egtablished cir superiority",

Dispositions of the S.A.AF.

" Meanwhile, in order to give full support to the

Army, Nos,1ll and 12 (Domber) Squedrons located at

Archer's Post and Nanyuki respectively were made available.

for operztions, reguests for bombing to be submitted by

Force Headquarters, Detachments of the two Fighter

' Squadrons were sent to the following landing-grounds i

- Lamu' Ndege's Nest
Bura. _ Harsabit
G‘cI‘lSSL ' Lokita.un{;n

It was also a.rrulged tnat the Army Co-operation Scxmdrons

(Noso40 and 41) should operate under +he Divisional

_Commands as follows:-

11 (A) Division . 1 Flight No,4d Scuadron
12 (A) Division = HNo.4l Scuadron less one Flight
1 SeAs Division No«s0 Sguedron.

SededF, Supply ond .l‘vIaintenam.c_q_._
By arrangement with the G.0.C, the transport of

fuel, bombs, ammunition ancl other air stores was at all

times the responsibility of the Quarter-Master-General,

Bast Africe Porces, and the unit which carried out this
task was the Bomber Briga'&e Maintensnce Company - an
orgénisation which. wes foreign to the Royal Air 'Forcel.
An advanced Repairs and Maintenance Unit was
established at Nyeri and moved thence to Garba Tulle,

/The South

L, A deta.lled account of the supply’ of fuel, bombs, mmmnltlon ébce during the
campaign (transcribed from Appendix "HY to A.C, Sowrey!

I.E.A. 10 Febe = 5 April '41") is given in Appendix "

s "Report on Air Opse

()

ke

()
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The South Africen Air Force was fully self-supporting and
therefore the Repair and ilaintenance orgenisation was only
' responsible for salvage and major repairs.

By the middle of Januery all air units were in
position, ond their supplies of bombs, fuel and other
requirements hed bucn toierbleds  Too MW/T sxroagements

A
occasionud consitoreble difficulty owing to tn couto
ghortuge of /T sots and operators, It wxs drposiible
for croh unit to Lrwe its W/T Scetion and sdien thorc Lore
mwore units thia one c'.-lf he soamo stobion, one T Section
had to suffigoevfor 11,

The Attack on the El Yibo - Gorai - Hobok = Triangle and
Mega, (January - February 1941).

Before the advazice on Kismeyu, Major-General
Cunningham decided to attack the EL Yibvo - Gorai - Hobok
Triangle on the southern boundzufy of Abyssinia with a view
to opening up the "patriot" country in the Gella Sidamo
province and 0 get in touch with the "patriot" chiefs.
The 1st South African D'iviSion was detailed for this
operation, and on 16 Januery (1941) the 2nd South African
Brigade cap’curz;.d Bl Yibo and on 30 January the 2nd and 5th
S.A. Brigades advanced from Dukana, the 2nd Brigade
moving west by north aéainsw‘: Gorai and the 5th agaiast
El Gamu and Hoboke Gorai and Hobhok were captured and the
two Brigades then combined for a joint attack on ilega.
This operation was completed successfully on 18 February.
On 22 February a patrol of Abyésinian "patriots® occupied
Moyale which the enemy had evacuated and shortly after-

" wards the 21lst East African Brigede occupicd Yavello
which had also been abandoned by the enemy. There-
after the 2nd Brigade was sent to assist in the re-
capture of Bérberal while the 5th Brigade wa;s ﬁransferred ’
to Egypte. There remained the 1lth and 12th (A) Divisions

| | /for the.

Le Anqccount of this operation is given on pages 156 :nd 457 infra.
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for the operations against Abyssinial.

()

Operations of the S.A.4.F, in supvort of the El Yibo ~ ,
Gorai -~ Hobok and Mega Attacks,

The South African Air Force supported the Army's
attack on the El Yibo - Gorai - Hobok Triengle and Mega
by raiding the enemy's serodromes ot Yavello and
Neghelli, carrying out offensive reéomza.issances2 along
e the Mega - Neghelll and Mega '—- Yavello roads and attacking O
- enerny ’crobp and M,T, concentre;’cions at Mojale, Yavello

and Neghelli, Mou4O (AuCa) Seuadron was ciicfly
eniployed in these operations,
"On 9 Jamuery six Fa frey Battles of Noall Squadron
: da.ve-bom’bed enemy anrcrc.:f’t on a oatelllte la_nd.lﬁg,-ground
at Yavello in two waves, from l;.,OOO to 1,000 feet,
destroying two or three: aircreft on the ground by cliréct
hits with 20 1be (H.Ee) boubs: heavy fpoxﬁ-—pom fire was
encountered but our aircraft o1l 'returneci safely.s On
the same day and dupilng the next few days Hartbees of

" No,eL40 (A.lC.) Squadron made recomaissances including

. the North Hor .-'- Dukana ~ Gorai - Hobok and the ELl Yibo
ai‘eas, and the Mega ~ Moyale rozd., .» ' '

On 19 J amiary six JU,06s of No,12 Séuadron bambed

the enemy's depot at Neghelli in i;wo' wwaves of three
aircraft each with 250 1b, and 20 1b, bombs. Direct
hits were obtained on the car park, petrol store and a
large building situated to the northewest of the town, O
A large mumber of M.T. vehicles were destroyed, and the
petrol store (consisting of two large buildings) was set
on fire resulting in a violent explosion.' - Next day
(20 January) three Fairey Battles of Nosll Souadron
Sornbed Yavello aerodrome with 20 1b. (H.E.) borbs.and

/incendiaries ' O

le The third Brigade of the lst S,A, Division, viz: the 25th E.A. Bgde., as
also the 21lst E,A. Bgde, of the 1lth Division were placed under command of
the 12th Division which took over the area n:t.’cherto held by the lst S,4,
Division,

2+ The reconnaissances mentioned in the text in’ this sectlon were all mensrnve"

unless otherwise stated,
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-incendiaries- damaging'one Cedol33, and on the ‘same dadr one
_ Anson aircraft of No.60 (Survey) Sc__uc;dron mzde a photo-
graphic reqomai§$aﬁce of the El Yibo = Meg;a road. and three
Hartbees of "B" Flight No,40 Scuadron recomnoitred the El
¥ibo- Hobok area. On 22 January tiree JULG6s of No,12
Squadron bombed ivuildings at Neghelli with 250 1b. and 20
1b, bomﬁs and 25 1b, incendiaries acoring Girect hits, and
on the same day two Hartbees of No,40 (A.C.) Squadron made
a photographic reconnaiSsa.nc;e of}" 'tl;_e Moyale - Sc?lc;lo:L area
and dlppped five 20 1b, boumbs on Moyale., On :'25 January

one Anson of Nol.60 (Survey) Scuadron made a photographic

reconnaissance of Mega, and on 25 January two Fairey Battles

of No,ll Squad.ro;i dropped pamphlets over Moyale, Mega,
_Yax}ello , and other plices along the frontier, On 28
January Hartbees of NoJil (A.C.) Scuadron made 13 bombing
sorties on Moyale and J ibissaQ: 20 1b, bombs were aropped
on buildin

e
"y

s, trenches and mechine-gun posts at Moyale and
an enelny battery was loca’ceé. at I\Ta:c':c'a3 , and an advanced
landing grouﬁd suitable for Harthees was located near
Galme Galla. On 29 January three Fairey Battles of No,l1ll

. Squadron made a bombing recormeissance of Yavello scoring
eight direct hits with 20 1b, bonbs on MT. vehicles, and
three aircraft of the same Scuadron bombed Artillery,
troop positions and huts at Moyale, and on the same ée,y
two Hartbees of No.sl (4.C.) Scuadron also dropped 20 1be

bombs on the fort and buildings at Moyales

Adr HeQe Bast Africa ~ On 2 February, during the attack by our ground
Form 540 Entry of :

2 Feb, '41le ~ forces on Hobok, nine Hartbees of No,40 (4.C.) Squadron

made eight sorties against the enemy's positions. Ow
War Diary - No.s0 axmoured cers, led by Lieut, AeJeT. Irw:'nl*, charged the
SCldIl.(S.A.AoFO )
Records) and

"Its a Long Way to .
Addis", . Dby five enemy®mahcine gun nests. Lieut, J /.]g.:.l.AH?x‘-.an,
shreflel e

wire-entaglements, and Lieut, Irwin's car was attacked

T, Situated approXs op miles cast of Mgyales.
% Situated approx. 28 miles north-east of Dulana,

. Situated south of Moyale. ) . .
L. Lieut, Irwin was awerded the M«Ce for this exploit.
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S.A.A.F., flew his Hartbee to Lieute Irwin's assistance

and although his aircraft was holed twice he continucd to

()

_circle over the enemy's fort so that his rear gunner,
Air-Sgt,.J« Jackson, could bring his gun to bear on the
enem;'s machine-guns while Liéu’c, Humaxl dropped borb
after bomb on the forts This timely intervention dis-
tracted the cnemy's attention from Iieut, Irwin until
the rest. of oﬁr_ empui'ed cars had raced up. The rHar’c't;ee /"\
Air H.Qe Bast Africa was forced to make a crash landing in the bush "'out the
Form 5,0 Entries of
%Zl Feb, and 7 March, pilot and his gunner escaped injury., For their gellcatry
) Lieut, Humen was awarded tne Distinglished'Flying Cross
and Air-Sgt, Jackson the Distinguished Flying iedal.

On 17 Pebruary Hertbees of No.:O0 (£.C.) Squadron
made twelve sorties in the Mega area obtaining direct
hits with 20. 1b, bowbs on enemy gun emplacements and
trenches, and on the following day (18 Feoruary) five
Fa:Lre Battles of No,ll Sguadron bonocd the fort, camp
'a.nd barracks and the administrative arca at Yavello
scofing direct hits on teaxrgets: 206 x 20 1lb. bombs and
280 x 4lb,. ircendiszry bombs were dropped. " on22 |
Februeaxry twé Féirey Battles of No,ll Squadron c"iive-
bombed from 9,000 to 7,000 feet the MJTo park, dumps and
storehouses at Neghelli obtaining direct hits: 1,590 lbs.
of bombs (including incendiaries) were dropped-‘

Meanwhile Hartbees of No.40 (A.c.) Scuadron made
offensive and photographic reconnaissances of the Moyale = ~
Yavello area and dropped bo;n‘bs on a fértii‘ied hill. near
Yavello,

Air H,Q, BEast Africa Meanwhile by 9 J anua:c'y Advanced Air Headquarters

Form 54,0 Entries of '

6/9 and Uy Jan, ‘41, had been esteblished at Nanyuki under command of

Brigadier Daniel. It was, however, moved back to

'+ Nairobi on 1 Janwyary, : ' . - -~

/Thae Adva.nce into
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The Advance into Jubaland,

Gens Cunningham's © As already statedl Ma jor-General Cumningham had
Despatch "Eeds o _ '

Force Report on Ops, decided to advance into Jubaland znd attack Kismayue The
from 1 Nov, '40 -~

5 April 'L40," " Géneral had only four motorised Brigade Groups available
Enc. to CS,18122 and :

."The Abyssinain for the operation while the Italians had six Brigades and
Campaigns",

- 51ix Banda "groups" holding the Juba River. Moreover his
lines of communication from the railway, to his temporaxry |
base at Garissa of 230 miies in leagth would ;riow be. ex—
tended by a i‘urther 280 miles - over country uevoid of
roads - to Kismayu.

Role of the S,A.A.F.

Before continuing with the narration of the advance .
into Jubalend it will be convenient to swwmsrise the role
. of the South African Air Force in the campaign. The

A.Ce Sovrey's Report A.O.C.-in-’C.,' Middle East 'hra'd issued & Directive, the
on Air Ops., I.E.A.

from 10 Feb. to * relevant extracts from which were as follows:-
5 April 41, '
(A.HeBa II J7/1)s KENYA

(1) Air operatibné for the neutralising of Italian Air
Forces operating from Southern Abyssinia and
| Ttalisn Somaliland.
(2) Air defence of Monbasa, Nairobi, and other vulner-
able poini;s. '
(3)" Direct co-operation with the ground .forces opera-
ting under the orders of the G.0.,C. East Africé..
The forthcoming operations were mainly concerned
with Nos.(1) ané (3): as air superiority became establish-
ed it was possible to neglect (2) altogether and employ
" the aircraft in more effective roles,
A.Co Sowrey's Draft - In view of the pro_,jected advence the operational

Despatcn Feb, » May ) o
1. (File M.lSl/ls. and landing ground staff at Air Headquerters were
' collecting all information as to possibdle landing grounds

near and beyond the Kenya-Jubslend border, particularly

’

along the roads (a) Dif - Afmadu - Kismayu, (b) Garissa -
. e _ - L fifredn

le On pogo 7 SUPTO.e



A.,Cy Sowrey's Report
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10 Peb, - 5 April",
(AJH.B. II J7/1).

LeCe Sowyts Dreft

Despatch Fuo.-NLy 1,

(Filo M.151/1).
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Afmodn - Kismayu, (c) Bura.- Kolbio - Kismazrue

()

Towards the end of J anuery the Itelian Air Force
was attacking our grcu.nd forces along the Tm River
front end the Army es.ied for fighter pro uectlon. There
were ll‘lSU.]. Pficient f:.ghters to provide s’senc.lng ;’o'atrcl::*;'
and. it was impossible to arrange for the :E‘ightt-;i's to go
to the essistance of our advancing troops owizﬁ.; to lack "™
of suitable advanced lsnd.ing-groundé. However, at the
end of Jamary, landing-grounds (with runways cut in the
bush) were constructed at Ali Gabe and Galma Galla R a.nd. '
detachments of Hurricanes of No.,3 Squadron were; moved to

both these places and were on call,

Terrain over which the Operations were Conducted,

From tl ¢ commencement of the campaign until the
acpture of Gebredams on 9 Marchl- operations were conducted’
in Jubaland and Ttalian Somaliland, a téﬁitozy hot and
dry and generally below 500 feet in altitude. Roads were
almost vnivefsally bad until Jel:;Lb.Awas reached and from
thence onwards the roads were fair, In the Abyssinian
highlands the terrain .is mgged'and mountainous, although
green and fertile, the averpge altitude being above
5,000 feet,

Dispositions of the Forces.

1, BRITISH

(a) Air Force

()

The Air Units whose aircraft would be used at

this stage were located as follows:-

Noe2 Wing® HyQq &t Nenyuld

Noe2 Squadron ( HeQ. at Nenyuki
( "AM Plight at Na.nyulc:n. and
Detachments at Ndege's Nest s -~
Archer's Post, Lokitaung and |

Marsabit, - . /No 3
&

T. Ss6 page 150 Infra, '

2, No42 Wing. had been formed shortly before this time,
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“Nos3 ‘Squadron - ~( HeQ.. at Nairobi and

T ORI
SR RN U a7

Dctac;hmants at Garissa,

Nairovi, Bura and Morbase

Noull Squadron °  HeQ. and all Flights at
Archert's Post

No,12 Sguedron ‘HoQ. ond 21l flights at Na.ny\.ﬂd.v

Glen Martin Flight at Nakuru

- No, 40 Scuadron ( H.,Qe at Morsabit

( "A".Flight at Lokiteung

E WB and "C" Flights at Marsabit

' Noe4l Scuadron ( H.Q, at CGarissa

MAM Flight at Gerissa
"B" Flight at Bura
"CcH Flicht at Ndege's Nest
Aircraft of ’che 0.T.U. were at Nalauru. v
No.2 Wing had control of fhe two Bomber Squa.droﬁs
(Nose1l end 12) and No.2 (Pighter) Sguadron - No.3
(Fighter) Squadron remained under the direct control.

of Air Headquarters while the two A.C. So_uad.rons

(Nos,40 and 41) were controlled by the Divisions to

which they were allocated.

Ground Forces

H.Q, 11th (A) Division ° Bura

HeQ. 12th (A) Division Garicsa

H.Q, lst South African Division Marsa.'oif

2. ITLLE |
(a) Air Force

An es‘b:mate of the strength of the Enen:rr's Air

PForce on 10 Febma:r'y gave a totel of-123 first |
line aircraft of which 28 :were located in the
Northern Sector (Asmere and Gura), The
remaining 95 aircraft were believed to be dis-
tributed .thus:- .

/Dessie
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(b) Ground Forces.

In Southern Abyssinia and Italion Somaliland

Aerodrome || Borbers Fighters . jRecca: |
 Cehod33 | 8481 |S479 (R,32 |CR.42 WO,357
Dessie 2 - - - - -
Diredawa. 1 6 5 5 - -
Addis Ababa I - 17 7 8 -
Shashamana - 6 - - - -
. M : .
J imma. 9 31 .5 | - - 3
Mogadisim 11 - - - - -
Baxrdera - - - - - 2
Kismayu -] - - - 1
27 15 27 12 9 5
The totals of these aircraft arei=
Bombers 69
Fighters 21
Reccee __5_.
95

" (including Jubalend) the enemy had five Divisions of

Colonial troops disposed as follows:=-

Jimma,

. Shashamana

Mega

H.Q. 22nd Colonial Division .

Hodo 24th Colonia.l Division

HeQ, 21st Colonial Division

Bardera (Upper Juba) HeQs10lst Colonial Division

Jeldb (Lower Juba)
In a2ddition to these the ereny had five groups of

"Banda" and six Battalions of "Blackshirts',

all some 90,000 men,

Plan of Operations.

HeQs102nd Colonlal DZLVJ.S:LOII

making in

The initial moves of our ground forces to the

Jubaland frontier begen on 15 Jenuary, and by 2k January

the 12th (A) Division occupied Liboi and Haweina on’

27 January.

On 2 February Major-General Cunningham

" held a Divisional Commanders' Conference at which the

/A,0,C, East

~ .
;\./
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4,04Cy; East Africa was present s and a revised plan of
opefatiohs was arranged as follows:-

While the enemj'é attention was partially engageﬁ with
a joint attack from El Wai (sponsored by a high-powered
wireleéss set 'established: at Wajir sehé;lng out a steady
stream of Gumny messages) on their pqéi;, at Bardera on the
Juba ‘River, the 12th (A) Division was o advance from
Garissa on Afmadu, Fr.om' there one colulﬁn, the 24th Gold
Coast Brigade, was to aﬂ.\}ai;.oe oh Bulo Erillo and threaten
the important road junction ét Jelib (situated on the further
side of the Juba), ~ In the meantime the 1st South African
Brigade (attached to the 121::’;1 (4) Division) wes to move south
to capture Govwen (situated on the Kenya side of the Juba),
thus cutting off the way of retreat of the Kismayu garrison,
end then to force a crossiﬁg of the river, Waile Vthis, -
threat to Gobwen was developing the 11th (A) Division (having

advanced from Bura) was to malke a sudden advance on

PR

. Kismnayu and attack the town in co-operatior with a bombards

ment by the .Royal Navy. If Kismeyu were cantured and the
enemy's resistance on the Juba River broke, .the advance
could then be contimed to Mogadishu, Isha Baidoa and Iugh
Ferrandi.‘ Meanwhile i1t was essential that the Kismgyu,
Afmadu and Gobwen operations should be carried out speedilyr
as a shortage in the limited supplies available for our
forces would necessitate a withdrawal to the Kenya border.

.The Air Force plan was primsrily to neutralise all
enemy Air Units within range, and thereafter s

(1) to assist the Naval bombardment,

" (2) to assist the Army's advence by means of direct
and close support,

To implement (1) and (2) it was agreed that the South
African Air Force would give its maximum assistance with
borbers, fighters and A.C. aircraft, and would .also

supply aircraft for the evacuation of casualties and for
commnication purposess ' /D:Lsp osition
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Dispositiorsof the S.A.A.F, Units,

On the following day (3 February) the A.0.Ca
issued'his orders for the S.A,A.F, Squadrons to move to
their new f'orvrard bases and lemd:mr grounds which had
alread_y been prepared (b*r a Detachment of ‘the South
African Eng:meer Corps ), and in order to br:.ng the
.maximum concentra‘t‘lon of a:.rcrzut to bea.r at the right
i time and place the f’ollou'lng steps were taken:-

(2) Pigher defence was withdrawn altogether from

| Nva.irobi' and 1:ha£ at Mombésa was reduced,

(b) The Operational Training Unit at Naturu was
temporarily closed and its aireraft (although
obsolete) ‘;rére overhauled and held as reserves
for the Army Co-operation Squadrons (there being
no other reserves avoilable)s

‘ (c) All other aircrafi consisting of Valentias and
lighter tyves We:fé taken into service for
awbulance and conmunicé.tion PUrpoOSESe

These chenges invo_lved. a&:’dnisb_ra‘cive arrangements
and movements of units as follows:=

Nosltl A,Ca &,ugdron. This Squadron had now been

" allotted to the two (&) Dl’V‘lSlO"’loz and its Flights
" were dispersed at various places, The Flights

would be moved and located according to Divisionel
requirements and this entailed constant contact on
the part of the Equipﬁlen‘t and Armament staffs of
Air Headquarters so as to provide them with bonbs,
fuel a.ncl otaer necessary supplies. Owing to the
probable rapidity of the moves oi; its Flights it
was arranged that this Squadron should move with
a limited‘ amount of supplies using transport
swaplied by 'the Ax"my.

 /Nosel1l and 12

le This Detachment -and the Bomber Br:.ga.de Maintenanec¢ Coy, =~ proved of in-

valuable assistance to the S.4.,A.F. during the ceampaigne
24 i.6s "B" Flight to 11 -(A) Division and the remalnder of the Sgdn, to

12(A) Division,

()
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Nose1l and 12 (Bomber) Souadrons, At Garissa (on the
Tana River) there were two aerodromes known as
Garissa East and West, Garissa West was the largest
of the two and No,12 Scxuadron vas mOVed there, while
No.ll Squadron was moved to Husseini (some 27 miles
north of Garlssa) The supply requ:rements of both
No,1l and 12 Squadrons was'unaertalcen by the Equipment
staff which also; arranged for the water supply of .

No,11 Squadrbn from the Tana River,

Nos..2 and 3 (Fighter) Scusdrons. No.2 Squadron was
| moved to Garissa. East, with Detacﬁments at Garissa
We.at and Husselna. for the protection of the oombers of
o Nos.ll and 12 Scuadrons, and Nos3 Scuadron was moved
. from Nairobi to Garissa West with Detachments of
Hurrlco.nes at Ali Gabe and Galme Galla. The
Connmnma.t;.on, Transport cnd Anbulance aircraft were
stationed at Garissa Rast, One Rapide aircraft was
allotted to the G40.C, Forces and it was arranged that
it Should’ be escorted by one or two Pighters when pro-
ceeding to any of the forvard areas,
By & February all the Squadrons were in position
‘ '.ready for op’erationsA and Advanced Air Headquarters (under
comnand of the A,0,C.) was moved to a site at Garissa
1

adjacent to Advanced Force Headguarters on 9 Fé’bruazy °

Ibid, . General Administretive Arrangements - S.A.AF.

1. Supply.

(2) Bombs, Ammunition, Fuel and Stores.

AITangemen'iis ned been made for these to be
lc.ld down at Hussen:L and Garissa East and West,
Gerissa was also to be used as the mcin stores

depot from which stores would be drawn for the

L. The: new locations of the S.A.A.F. units are given in Appendix ' %" (excerot-
ed from A,C. Sowrey's Report on Op.:,. _ I,B,A, 10 TFeb, --.5 April 1941,
AJH.B, II J?/l) , .
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campzign u.n'(:ilfsuc,h.t;ime as .they gould be brought
up by sea (to Kismoyu and other ports - if coptured), ~
and for this reason large stocks were 'builﬁ up at |
Gerissas ArTaﬁgements were also made for stores fo
be laid down at Ndege's Nect -and Marsebit in case &
mjo'r -edvance werc to take place on the northern
front, ° , .
(b) Rations, ~ - e
Eull prov;i.sior; for ration supplies wes made by
the Equipment staffl,
(c) Hatexr, |
All Squedrons had been provided Wl‘(,h 1z':r-ge
nﬁmber of 45 gallon petrol drums to meet with their
reguirements fc;r weter (which had 'Eo e obtai_ned from
the Tana River or any other aveilsble supply)e
The difficulties wiich faced the Equipment
staff in regerd to the above were very considerebls.
As already stated, the Bomber Brigade llaintenance
Compeny attended to all requirements under sub-head
(a) but, although assisted to the utmost by the "Q"
staff of the Afmy Heedgquarters, it was hampered
| greatly by lack of sufficient transport, This
difficulty naturally -increased when large and urgent
requirements had to be met, end this was especially
_thé case with regard to the transport of f‘uell. In
the op:.n:n.on of the A.O.C., transport should have been '
attached to each Squadron but this was not possible
during the cempaign owing to the mhortage of transport
and to the great distances to be covered which would
have rendered & considerable amount of .transport
immobile at a time when it could have been used to
- advantage by the Army, . | . -

/2, Aerodromes

Lo T uanb:.t::.es of fuel re ulre& cén 'be rou auged ov The average con-

) he %:mgbx of thg verious t%pestgf gucraft.gm%a%lggof th Sf %a,n}r ca.paﬁl‘ty
con ion endurance of the S.A.A. es of aircraft is give
%F?endlx “M" excerpted from A.Ce Sowrey!'s gaft Despatch Febas = Moy 1941
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2y Aerodrones and Landing Grounds,

Tt was arranged thet the two Army Divisions
should take over ‘bh;e construction ‘and maintenance of
aerod;‘ome's for the A.C. Squadrons sttached to them as
‘and when required as the advance contimued, In this
the Divisions had the. assistance of Captain H. Mallins,
0404, Detaciment of the Scuth African Engineer Corps:
which (as elready mentioned) was responsible for the
freparatiqn of for'\:.r;ax'd 1and:i.1”1g-egroundsl,

3¢ Guards,
| These hed to be provided for the aerodromes at
Garissa, Husseini, A1i Gabe =nd Galma Galla, and
Anti-Aircraft protection was provided at Garissa and
Husseiﬁi by transferring the A.A. equipment which hed
been installed previously‘ at Archer's Post and
Nanyuki, Look-out posts were also built é.t both

aerodromes and were manned by Native troops.

Le Supply dropping to the Army.

This was likely té be necessary as it was pro-
bé.'ble that the troops would at certain times be iéo—- -
lated thz:ough eneny action or weather conditions.

At the begimning of the cecmpaign there was only a
small amount of Supply dropping apparatus wiich was
stored at Nairobi and if required would heve to be
flown to the base concerned., (Lafer‘in the campeaign
the South African Union sent up large quantities of
apparatus but this was also stored at Nairobl as

it waé‘cbns'idered advisable to keep it at a .
central depot, and the danger of the troops

becoming isolated had by that time become far less).

/5e Photography .

1. A. General Note on the Construction and Maintenance of Landing Grounds
during the campaign (transcribed from Appendix "E" to Al.C. Sowrey's “Report
on Air Opse I.E.A., 10 Feb, - 5 April 1941") is given in Appendix "N". :
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’ 5e Photbgmphv.

!

There was a shortage of photographic vans {itted (‘“\
with "dark-roomi") which only allowed one van for: ~
Air Headquarters and vens for the two Army Co=
opération Squedrons, The other Squadrons sent
their photographs to the Photo. Section at A:Lr
Headquerters for processing. ;F'or. Survey purpboses
map printing had to be done at Nairobi, the survey
phofogr’apHS being flown there and béing then flown
" back - with the printed maps - to the Army Survey |
' Section at Advanced Force Headquarters.
6e Pamphlets.
) These .rere supplied by the Intelligenée
Section of Force Headquarters foi‘ dropping over
‘enomy territory, at places indicatéd on the con-
tainers, but as in some instances sircrafit were '
gsent to raid locelities For which no pamphlets nad
been esrmarked it was later decided that aircrarlt
were to drop. pamphlets on every raid irrespective
of the instructions on the containers. The
pamphlets were mostly addressed to the "Banda' and
other native troops: they caused a considerable |

number of desertions.

7+ Evacuation of Casualties.

This presented a difficult problem through-

out the campaign, as evacuation by air was

()

ossential owing to the great distances to be
covered. ‘ Valentias of the Communication aircraft
were used for this purpose and also a Foxker air-
craft which had been given to the Comma.ﬁd by the
Belgian Congo Govermment, Frior to the capture
of Kismayu casuelties were flown to-Nairobi but
a;f"b.evr its capture they were taken to Kismeyu end -

/thence
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thenco’ by sea ta Mombma. 7 Thero wore no Modaco.l

N— o
Rt

personnel or Med::.cal Department bulldlngs or tents at
thez lending “grounds and_t?;s frequently occasioned
deleys as the sircraft had to Qait - sometimes for
seversl hquré - before the casﬁalties could be taken on

* ' board or disombarked, The Medic_éi Authorities were
asked to hé;ve 'personnel_to( me»etv eéch aircraft but even
~then delays oécured .dne to bé.d conu:unicatibns.

Casualtyl clearing stations were established
along the line of advance but the re.pidit;y; of our forwerd
movement prevented them from being fully equippeds

... in the noftherzl area of operations (Yavello -
Ngghgili - Lokiteung) the eva;:uation of casualties
was carried out by JU.52s of ﬁo.5l (Communication and
Tra.r'xsport) Flight which had recently errived from
South Africe. These aircraft hed been provided with
ambulance fittings by the Union vaernn‘lent_..: h

8. Signel Communication.- '

" A shortege of trained personnel, power plants,
wireless sets and other_ equipment mede it impossible
for Advanced Air Headquarters and No.2 Wing Head~
qgarters to have all tloir rqu:rements s . but a scheme
was evolved whereby ’conmmications were established |

s and mainté.ihedl.

9« Revair and Maintenance.

As the advance proceeded adequate workshop factories

Information . were found at the main enemy aerodromes captured by
communicated ' '
by A«Ce Sowrey, : our forces, and thereafter it was only necessary to

move persomnel and a limited quantii:y of stores in
order to effect necessary repairs, the South African
Air Force (as already s‘ba.tedz) being fully self-

: 3 supporting in this respec-b; /o osa
Le A Note on the Advanced. A:r HeQe. pignals Section durn.ng ’che Occupation of

omalilan ~ inc u:'LLBgW ccoun‘b £ _the above
;%_‘E izzﬁsgﬁggeAggﬁgm‘%?gé}’l%éﬁoia%-aogioépS. 1n§ .ﬁ g ?_foqlhlu)
2

age 121, -5l ao
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Progress of the Advance.

On 4 February the 12th (A) Division captured Beles
Gugeni, while on the fwo previous days (2 and 3 February)
the South Africen Air Force (to quote General Cum:.ngpam)
"had carried out a most successful fighter attack on.
Afmndu, Dif ond Gobwen", The attack at Afmadu (on
2 Fehruary) w;as made by Hurricanes of No.3 Squadron which

pursued enemy aircraft to Afmadu and destroyed one

~ grounded CyAel33 on the acrodrome, The attack on Gobwen

Air HeQs East Africa
Form 540 Entry of
17 February t4le

aerodrome was made on 3 February by three JU.86s of °
Nodl2 Squadron and three Hurricanes of Nos3 SQuadron which
d:hre—bombed and machlne-gurmed dispersed enemy aircraft on
the ground: three S.798, ono Cel.133 and one CeRo42
were destroyéds On the same doy 2 Hurricane of Noe3
Squadron on ;pa.ti'ol near Dif encountered three CA.lSBs‘
escorted by two CeRe42s, - The pilot, Captain J.Ce Frost,
attacked all five enemy aircraft and destroyed the three

Cefiel33s and one of the CeR.42s. . For his "coursge,

. determination and devotion to duty" in this encounter

' Geptain Froswas awarded the Distinguished Flying Crosst,

1

These attacks on enemy aircraft on 2 and 3 Febru_ary, in

 which the Italians lost in all three S.79s, five

C.As133s and two CeRel42s, did much to swash the 'Regia

Aeronautica in Jubaland and to shatter the already

declining Italian morale.

On 5 February the 12th\(A) Division had approached
Afmadu and 11 Pebruary was fixed forv‘the assault on this
town, . A i'prel:iminé.:ry bonbing attack was carried out |

on 10 February which appeared to paralyse the enemy.

‘This attack consisted of heavy bombing of the outer

'perimeter defences (which included wire, gun emplacements

end entrenchments) and was made by nine JU.86s of -.

.‘ /1\70.12

“le It was Capta:m Frost who destroyed (by machlne-gun fnre) the CA.lB) at
Afmadu oqn 2 Februarye

\'/
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Noel2 Squadron and six Fairey Battles of Noell Squadron.
The JU,86s dive-bombod in three waves from 6,000 to 3,500
feet and machine-gunned the defended area of the town, and
the Feirgy Battles dive-bombed in two waves from 4,000 to
1,500 feet, All the boubs fell in the target area and on
the north edge of the aerodrome, end there were several
direct hits on the enemy's trench systems., (The total
weight of the boubs dropped by the JU.86s was 9,280 lbs
and that of the Fairey Battles was 5,600 lbs.)~ The only
enemy opposition encountered was slight pom-pom and mecnine-
gun fires As a result of this bombing the "Banda" in
Afmadu took to the bush and that night the 94th Italian
Colonial Infantry Bettalion defending Afmadn 2bandoned the
place and attempted to reach the Juba River., On the
f‘ollo\%ring morning (11 February) the 22nd East African
Brigade entered Afmadu unopposed,

On 13 February the 24th Gold Coast Brigade took
Bulo Erillo and the Italians evacuated Kismayu. On the
next morning (14 Febfuary) the lst South African Brigade
captured Gobwen and on the same day the Zénd East African-
Brigade was ordered to advence from Afmadu to Kismayu which
it occupied the ;:SE‘JT!G evening, Great quantities of stores
and ammunition and several guns fell into our honds,

The capture of Kismayu was effected six days before
the date which Major-General Cunningham hed given in his
time~table for the operation, How far the South African
Air Force had contributed to this successful achievement
may be judged by the General's statement that:- |

"A remarkable feature of the operation up to this
period was the almost complete lack of enemy inter-
ference from the air, The Fighter ground attacks
at Gobwen and Afmadu aerodromes, and in the air,
preceding the opening of the campaign, had resulted
in driving the enemy out of the air practically
altogethers At this stage enemy aircraft were
seldom seen by day and he confined himself to

bombing on moonlight nights. I was therefore able

to remove all restrictions on daylight movement and
henccfoxrti

1. EBS ﬁrgi %g boribs usgg.gﬂéthc Jg.ggslg.f ;éot rccorded but swre, presuncbly,

alrcy

8 usc OrlDS »
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henceforth our columns moved almost entirely by day." /™
The exl:'raordinery lack of enterprise on the part of -

the enemy's Air Force during this period can be judged by
the fact thet it made offensives on only four occasions,
namely: on 19 January when one CeAs133 dropved bombs
north of Dukana, no demage or casualties resulting; on
24 Jamuary when an unspecified mumber of aircraft heavily ™
borbed the Baghtiti area wiere a patrol of our troops was "
locqted, but no casualties occurred as our patrol had
withdrawn previously having received warning of an im-
pending eir attack; on 29 January when one S,79 dropped |
three H.E. bornbs on 2 convoy of three lorries ten imiles
west of Kolbio but without causing cny domage or
casualties, ond on 12 Feb:c'u‘ary when two enemy aircraft
bombed Kisnmyﬁ (the dsy after it was entered by our forces)
from a height of 3,000 feet, but no damage resulted.,

Operations of the S.A.A.F. During the Advance into

Jubaland and the Attack on Kismayu,.

The operations of the South African Air Force
preporatory to and during -bhé advance on Kismayu (in
addition to the attacks on Gobwen and Afmadu which have
already been described) included many reconnaissences and
patrols in the Kismeyu and Mogadishu areas, On 2 and 7
January Glen Mértins ol the General Pu.rposés Flight made
photographic reconnaissances of Kismayu and Jelib end
agair; of Kismayue On 15 Jamary a Glen Martin made a -
further photographic recomnaissance of Kismayu, Gobwen
and Afmadu and during this operation it machine-gunned
a CehA¢l33 which was observed grounded between Gobwen and
Kismayus On 17 January one Glan Martin made a photo-
graphic reconnaissance of Magadishu, Baladk R A.f'goi2 s
Merka, Jelib, Margherita, Gobwen and Kismzyu, At the f"\
/Mogadishu

1. Near Mogadishu,
2, Near Mogadishue
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Mogadishu aerodrome three large aircraft (presumed té be
Capronis) and three smaller aircraft were observed., One of
these took off and pursued the Glen Martin but wes unsble %0 |
close with ite Three miles south of the junction of the
roads from Audeg:nlel end Mogadishu a lorge and well comou-
flaged aerodrome with the name "Vittorio" in a circle was
seen on witich seven aircraf't were countec believed to be
si:; Capronis and one S,81, and at an aerodrome situested port
wey betieen Gobwen and Kismsyu three enemy {ighters were
seen preparing to take off, Heavy.bu't inaccurate anti-
aircraft fire was encountered over Kismayue On the next
day (18 Jemuary) one Glen Martin made a further photogrephic
reconnaissance of Mogadishu ond lierka: two Pighters
(bélievgd to have been Fiats) intercepted the Glen Martin
which maneged to escape unharmed, On 215.‘, 26, 28 and 30
Januery further photographic recomnaissances were mads by
singlc Glen dMertins over ﬁarder&, and the Kismzru, Afmodu
and Gobwen aerodromes, Pamphlets were dropped during the
reconnalisscnce on 30 Jamary over Gobwen where one Caproni
.aircraft was seen on the aerodrome and vi“our others on the
satellite landing-ground. A C.R.42 attacked the Glen
Martin whkich disabled the Cu.R.42 with its rear gun. After
this engagement the Glen Martin dived down and machine-—gunnéd
the Copronis on the satellite landing~ground,

Meanwhile the S,A.4.7.'s attocks on eneny aerodromes
in Abyésinié were being .continued, and on 21 Jomiary six
Pairey Battles of Noell Squadron ;oom'bed Shashamana aero-
drome on which six S.8ls were prounded. The Battles
at tac1;6d in two waves of three each, by dive~bombing from
5,000 to 2,600 feet and destroyed three of the S.§ls,
severely dameged the fourth and set the £ifth on fire.

/216 x 20 1b,

fl. Approx, 35 miles east ol Mogadishu,.
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216 x 20 1b. boms and 480 incendiaries were dropped in - ~
sticks and salvos of mixed HeE. and incendiary. On -
7 February three JU.86s of Noel2 Squadron attacked Dolo
and Lugh Ferrendi (on the Upper Tuba River) by individual
dive-bombing attacks from 4,000 to 1,500 feet, = Four
) 250 1b, boimbs were dropped near a pontoon bridge at Dolo
and five more 250 1lb, bombs near a wooden bridge also at f‘ﬂ
Dolo, and direct hits with two 250 1lb. boibs were obtained N
on the aerodrome hangars at Iugh Farrandi; the totel
weight of bowbs dropped was 3,480 lbs, Inaccurate anti-
aircraft fire was encountered at iyugh Ferrandi,
On 12 February a photogrsphic reconnzissance was
made over Jumbo, Kismeyu and Brava by one Fairey Dattle
of No.ll Squadron, and on 13 February by one Glen Martin
ove‘r the Jelib - Mogadishu roadﬁ the Glen Martin was
attacked and. damaged by o CeRe42. On the same day
Hartbees of No.kl ('A.C.) Squadron made seven off:nsive
reconnaissances o the Jelib area, and six Pairey Battles
of No,ll Souadron attacked administrative buildings, the
ferry, the camp and water works at Bardera by dive-borbing
from 5,000 to 1,500 feet. Each aircrft carried 36 x 20 lb.
bombs and 80 incendisries. ALl bambs fell in the
target area, the total weight dropped being 2,880 lbs,
and 320 lbs, of incendiaries, Pom-pom and machine-gun
fire was encountered and ons Battle failed to return, -
The following morning (14 February, on which our ~
troops entefed. Kismayu) the South African Air Force
intensified their operations. Hartbees of No.sl (4.C.)
Sguadron made offensive reconnaissances of the Gotwen
area while our Artillery was Tiring at the Gobwen
defences; then of Jumbo (which our troops were shelling), ' m
and of Lak Baclemal » and again over Junmbo and Gobwen |

/and the

1, Situated some 30 miles east by south of Kismaju.
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and the K_orondil - Bura roads A reconnaissance was

also made of the El Wak ~ El Katulé - Wajir road, Mean~

while sig JUe86s of No,12 Squadron had bombed a pontoon
ridge between Gobwen and Jumbo, causing it to sink; and

wire entanglements in the same area; they had also attacked

-the enemy's trench system at Gobwen and one 250 1b, bomb::

hit a blockhouse believed to contain a machine-gun post;
these attacks were made by dive~bombing from 2,000 to

1,000 feet, the total weight of bormbs dropped (250 poundexs)
being 5,760 lbs., Severé and eccurate pom-pom fire was
encountered at Jumbo. On the same morning three Fairey
Battles of No,ll Squadron uade an offensive recomnaissance
along the Jelidb - Berdera road dropping 156 x 20 lb. bormbs,

on ii/T: four direbt hits were obtained on two M/T vehicles.

One of the Battles was forced to land having sustained con-

siderable damage during the operation.

The capture of Kismayu was impor%ant for three
reasons: it pushed back the cnemy for more than 100 miles
from the Jubaland border and thus eliminated amy possible
threat to Kenya, and the loss of their bomber base at the
mouth of the Juba'ﬁiver (resulting from the fall of
Kismayu) practically precluded the Italians from making
any serious air raids against Nairobi and Mombasa (assuming
that their hard-hit Air Force had any such iﬁtention in
mind)s Secondly, our occupation of Kismayu virtaully
gave our forces the command of Jubaland and threatened the
Italians' line on the Juba Rivere. Moreover, our
possession of the port established a new line of com~
mmnications which was vital to our future operations,
for th.enoeforward our forces were linked by sea with
Mombasa - a distsnce of 325 miles - which cbvieted any
further need of supplies being sent overland from Nairobi -
a distance of 600 miles over rough tracks hewn out of the

desert by the South African Engineers. /The Forcing



The Forcing of the Juba and Capture of iogadishu,

-

The immediate tesk now confronting ocur forces was o
fo force o pessage across the .Ju'ba River which would open
up a rapid line of advance to Mogadishu, the capitei of
Italian Somaliland, and would e_'Ls‘o lay open a second line
of attack along the river to the enemy's strongholds of

Ingh Ferrandi, Dolo and Neghelli, and the southern perts

of Abrssiniae l'-:\
The foxﬁing of the Juba presented many difficulties:

the Itali:éﬁis'rrrere in s very considerable numerical

superiority over our forces and they had destroyed the

bridges over the river which is nearly 200 yards wide.

The obvious place for the crossing was at the vill. ue of

Jelib on the Afmadu - Mogadishu road but this vili~~: was

strongly held by the enenyre Moreover near Jelib

Juba has formed two chammels, the one to the west lmowa

as "Dry Juba" and the one to the east as "Wet Juba'.

Bula Erillo (which the 24th Gold Coast Brigede had

ceptured on 13 February) is situsted west of the "Dry

Juba", and Jelib is 10 miles further east (just beyond the

"Wet Juba"), Between:Bulo Erillo and Jelib lies the

village of Allesandra which the Ttalians still held .

Some 50 miles to the south the lst South African Brigade

held Gobwen on the western side of the river, and beyond

the river the Italians occupied the village of Junibo,

A frontal attack on Jelib was impracticable, but

o

the South Africen and Gold Coast Brigades found crossings
which were less well defended, namely at Yonte, Uy miles
north of Gobwen, and at Mabungo, 30 miles south of Jelib,
The south Africans effected a crossing at Yonte on the
night of 17/18 Februery in the face of heavy counter-
attacks, and the Gold Coast Brigade crossed the river

at Mabungo on 19 February. 3By the following morning
/(20 February)
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(20 Pebruary) improvised pontoon bridges were established
at both Yonte end Mabungo, and the 1lth (4) Division moved
up to the bridgé-head at Mcbungo ready to advance on
Mogadishu, Meanwhile the villege of Alesscndra nad been
'captured and our forces now threcatencd Jelin from three
sldes, In the meantime the South Africens had captured
Junibo (necr the Yonte crossing), and the 22nd Eest African
frigede were hacking their way througn the vush Irom
Matungo, After two da;\;s %mf:Eest Africans emerced on to

. ¢

the l‘{l‘ogadishu road 18 miles bej,roncl"J elis tus cutting of'f
the Italisns' only line of retreat, The enemy's native
troops now deserted wholesale and large numbers of their
Buropesn troops surrendered., The South Africens captured
Jelib on 22 Februery, and the forcing of the. Juba had been
achievedl.

The ceopture of Jelib marked a very Gelinite stege

"B.,A. Force - Report ,
on Ops. from 1 Nov, in the campaign ~ sou2 thousands of prisoners had follen

to 5 April waM,
Enc. to 0S.16122,

into our ncnds anG it now became e.pps:cent‘ thes the Italians
had committed almost the whole of their forces to the
defence of the Juba end that very few were left Letween
the River and Mogadishu, Maojor-General Cunningham tbere—
fore decided tnat ¢fter cepturing Mogedishﬁ hz could hope
to reach Hai‘rer in Abyssinia (via J i3iige)e  Although the
distance by rood from Mogadishu to Herrar is ¢CO miles he
calculeted thet he had sufficisent trensport to move three
Brigades szainst Hexrar end to reach thot place early in
April before the rainy season (which occurs later in
Abyssinia than in Kenya)e. At the seme time the General
contemplated the re-ceture of Berberc (British
Somaliland) which he could then use as a base for futwre
operations in Abyssinia end thereby shicrten very greatly
his lines of commmication, The distexce Fron Mogadishu

o Jigjige (ot the Junction of the Berbure - Haxrer rord)
/is nserly

1, The forcin; oi thu Jubc s been nexrated in sone dotail, but this-sgcmeq}’f

cdvisable cs the

wholc of CGen. Cunninghem's_campedgn through Ttedlioyr Somclilond

ond into Ab-ssinin (In which the Sefehdds played so important o port cdepended
on the success ol this operation,



Ibid, .
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is nearly 750 miles while from Berbera to Jijjiza is )

only some 200 miles, The General therefore cchled these

suggestions to General Wavell and received his permission

"to continue the advance to Herrare Genercl Wavell clso

agreed to the Berbera proposition and he asked the A.0.Cs

Aden (Air Vice-Marshel Reid) to prepare a plon for the

reteking of Berbera by sea :Ln co~operation with the
advence of Major-General Cunninghcm's forces.

The 1lth (A) Division now pushed on with a1l
speed to Mogadishu end by the evening of 23 Februerjr
the 22nd East Africen Brigadc’l entered Moaunz, and, on
the following morning (24 February) they captured Brave
after encountering some opposition, On 25 Februery ‘the
25th Nigerian Brigade (which had pessed through the
South African Brigade at Modun and Brava) ceptured lierksa,
and the same evening some of their armoured cors and
light forces entered Mogadishu (which hod been declired
en open town by the Itelians) hoving covered no los:
than 275 niles since the morning oi' 22 Febrwﬂ**

Meanwhile l:l.gr:t forces of the 12th (A) Division
were advancing nort1 up the Juba River: they occupied
Bardera on 26 Februery, Isha Baidoa on 28 Pebrucry,

Ingh Ferrandi on 3 Mexrch and Dolo on 5 Morch. Many

- more prisoners were teken including the Cormender of

the 20th Brigade whose troops, some 3,000 men, had

()

dispersed into the busih.
Tims the whole of Italian Somaliland had follen
into our hands with a great store of arms and ammnition
and - a most necessary commodity =~ 350,000 gellons of
motor spirit and 80,000 gallons of aviation spirit
which were found at Mpgadishu. More then 30,000 of ™

/the enerrr

1, This Bgdee. was placed under the llth (4) Division on 23 Feb.
2., Situated approx, 2 miles inlend from Brawva.
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the enemy forces had been killed or teken prisoncr or
had fled into the bush, which accounted for the wholc
of their 102nd Division and nearl the vhole of their 10Lst,

Operations of the S.A.A.F, at the Forcing of the Juba
and in the Advance to Mogadism.

On 15. February (the day after the copiure of
Kismeyu) the South African Air Forca renewed its co-
operation with our ground forces in the forcing of the
Juba River, Nine JU,86s of No.1l2 Scusdron attocked
Jelib by .individual dive—qub:’mg in thrée woves at 30
minute intervals from 4,000 to 2,500 feet with 250 lb,
bombs and 25 1b, incendicries scoring dixi‘ect hits on
barrecks and oth_er buildings ; the total weight ‘of
rrbombs dropred being 10,800 1lbs. They also machine-
gunned the villege, encountering large calibre machine-
gun fire which demeged tiree of ,the JU.86s. On the
seme day seven H;artbees of No,4O (44C.) Squcdron made
“ten sorties on ¥/T at 31 Sod dropping 1,680 lbs, weight
of 20 Ibs. bombs end obtaining direct hits, Heanwiile
Hertboes of Nouil (44Ce) Scuadron mode offensivo roe
?fcﬁl@issances of Jelib, Jumbo and ibwgherite, Further
north one Glen Martin mede a nhotographic recozmaisse;ncéh
over Mogadishu and directed the ire of H.M.S. Shrop‘shii'e
(cruiser) on Brave; five s‘e.lvosvwere fired of which
three fell in the target aresa.

On the following dey (16 Februery) six JU,.86s
of Noel2 Sguadron attecked enemy defended positions on
the east bank of the Juba iayn individual dive~bonbing
from 3,500 to 2,000 feet in two waves of three cir-
craft, 24 x 250 b, and 48 x 20 1b. (HeE,) bombs -

a total of 6,960 lbse - were dropped in the terget
area which was also heaﬁ.l;r mechine-gunned;  large
calibre A.i. fire was encountered and one JU,86 was

hite (The effects of the bormbing could not be
- /observed
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Form 540, Entry of
-18 Feb. t4l;

the same - day three other Fa::.rey battles of No,1l Squadron

SEP T
observed owing o thick forest) ~ On the same dzy the ~

atta.ck on Jellb was repeated by s:LJL I‘L;Lrey Battle., ol
No.ll Sque.dron wnlch da.ve-bonﬂoed in two waves from
3,000 to 1, 000 feet m.th stlclcs e_ncl salvo.) of 20 Ib.
bombs and. 1ncena:ur1es ,. h:Lt.; were ob ca“' ned on bu:.ld:mga

and on '‘a hutment in the enerry' Headquerter area On

(J

- dive~pombed a satellite lending ground at Baxrdera from

4,000 to 1,600 fect obtcining direct hits on enemy troop
headquarters, camp cnd stores, 2,830 1lbs. of 20 lbe HeE,
bombs and 320 lbs, of 25 1b, incendieries being éropped.

Meanwhile reconnaisscnces were made by Hartbees of NoJjl

" (AsCe) Squadron over the Jelib - Jumbo arec,

On lS-Febﬂmry Hartbees of Noal '(£4Ce) Sguadron
made .recoimaissmces of Yonte and Jelib, and on
19 February two Hartbees of the same Scuedron mnde a
recomaisscnce of the Jelid - Bardera road while 01;.1:' .
troops (who had crossed the Juba at Mzbungo) were con-

structing e pontoon bridge over the river, One

“Hurricane of No.3 Scuadron made a patrol to protect our:

troops in the licbungo area, Ia the neantime Advenced
Air Headquarters hed been moved on the rrevious day
(18 Pebruary) to Kisuezu. .

On 20 Peoruor‘ six JU.C6s of No,1l2 Scuadron

attacked enemy troop concentrations a:b Umoo:.l by, dive~ ~

N

‘barbing and mechine-gunning from 4,000 to 2,000 feet,

"2) x 250 1b, bombs and 48 % 20 lo. (H.E.) bombs - a

total of 6,960 1lbs - were dropped in the target area,.

and a direct hit was made with a 20 lb, bomrb on a

.-(?robable) petrol store causing a fire.

Reconnaissances were made by Hartbees of Noll (AsCs) ~~
Squadron of the Jumbo, Jelib and Margherita areas,y.

. /and one

1, Situated approx. 40 miles north by east of Brava.
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. ~and one Glen Mertin made a photogrephic reconncissance of.
NMogadismu and iodun, and mechine-gunned sevoral Torries |
travelling towards Brave fron the direction of Iv[oga,dishu;
A C.R.2 attacked the Glen Mertin which was severely
dmnaged'by e:fplosive bullets. On 21 Fcbrucry one Hertbee
of Noekl (4.Cs) Sc-u‘..é:ron mad.e reconnalssance o Tonte \
and cnother Hextbee "spot’ced“ i‘or our Ar’c:.llern which was
shelling 'Jelib, On the next day (22 Pebrucry) our forces
captured Jelib vhich. had cgain been reconnoitred by
Hertbegs of Noskl (4.C.) Squadron;  another Hartbee made
a reconnaissance of the roads oh both sides of the Juba
River north of'iybbungo to ascertain if any énemy reserve
troops were moiring.from their encs;rnpment at Barders towards
Jelib, but no troop movement vas seen., Mecawhile three
Fairey Battles of No.,ll Squadron made a boimbing attack
on ‘enemy /T on the Lamma. Garas - Duduma’ road wita 20 Ibs
bowbs and incendisries, scoring direct hits on eight
vehicles. One Glen Martin was employed "spotting" for
H.M.S, Shropshire firing at Modun wiere the enemy's
‘Headcuarters were now located: t_he Glen Mertin corrected
the First two selvos (by. Wireless Telegraphy) and there-
after tharee salvos fell in the target crec destroying
large buildings by direct hits. On"23 Februery three
Hhpricanes of No,3 Squadron attacked the aerodrome at
Brav‘a but no eﬁemy aircreft were observed. On the same
dey 2 hgrtbee of Nouil (4AeCs) Squadron while on a
reconnaissance was attacked by two C.Re42s: the enemy
aircra.fﬁ were driven off, on‘e“:.v»i'th smoke pouring from
its engine; . the Hextbee was also damaged but lended
at Jelib,

/It wes now

1, Lamma Garss is situated approx, 20 miles.west of Jelib and Duduma is
approxs 12 miles south-east of Brava, -



A.C, Sovrey's Report
. on Air Ops, IeE.d
10 Feb. ~ 5 April

Wi,
(AeHeBa II J7/1).

"Its o Long Way to
Addis®,

‘ment fell into our hands - including aero cngines and

“1LiGve

It w:.s now epporent tact targets for the heavy o~
bonbers would be in the Mogadishu and further forward |
a;c'eé.sq ané. fo; this reason No.2 Ting and Noe,1ll Scuadron
were moveci to Kismeyu ‘e.nd No,12 Squadron toi Morgherite.
Cons:Lder ble aiff 1ca1tv Vie.s croerienced in these roves
from lack of trensport but n«- borrowlng where possible
and by JJ'TDI'OVJ.S""JJ.OII the equipment ol these Un:Lts wan ,5“5\
trensported, the moves 'be:.ng corpleted by 25 I‘ebmcry.

On 2l Februery (the doy on which our troops
occupieci Brava) Hartbees of Nowhl (A..C.) Squedron made
two‘ further ‘reconneissances of the Jelip - Brave areas,
and three Hurricanes of ﬁo.j Scquadron atiacked the
recently discovered aerodrome at Vittorio bu{: no eneny
airéra:f‘t were seen. On the next day (25 February) two
Fairey Ba.ttle of ﬁo.ll Squadron rs.ic’led. Lugh Ferrandi and. -
Manaeral by dive-borbing from 3,000 to 1,000 feet; direct
hits were ooLe.:Lned with 20 lo. bombs on the barracks and
Wireless Telegraph ste.'c:;.on at Luch Ferrandi and on the.
a.erodrome bulld_rlc s a.nc’t barracis at ¥ondera, It was
observeﬂ thet ¢"ﬂage to the hangars at Lugn I‘err&xch

made in a previous reid had not been repaired. On the

© same dav three Hartoees of No.kl (A.C.) Sguadron made a

recommeaissance of Barderz: no militery movements were

observed and on the ou‘qskirts 'of' the towm natives were

seen vmving white flags, On‘ the same evening our light -~

forces entered lMogadishu, ~
| The aerodrome at _MOgad:lslm "was an aeroplane grave-

yard“y. The renains of eleven Coproni 5ombers and. ten

othér aircraft - several of which had been destroved by

the raids of the Sout1 Africen Air Force - j.ey scattered

round the air stotion. A large amount of aerial’ equip- -~

/porrer plants

. Situoted opproxs 60 miles east of Lugn Ferrandi (et the junction “of the
Kenya - Abyssinia - Italian Somalilend boundaries)

.
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power plants and a Repair and Salvage Unit was formed to
assist in the cleéring up of this materiaJ:. The South
African ai:;':nen built a C.A,133 bosber fron raterial foungd
at the aerodrome which was flovm to Nairobi, and thence to
.‘South Afr:.ca for exhibition: .they alg}p;_,,:qverhauled their

ovmn macnlnqs, for the advance to Herrar, for “the Sou‘ch
’ §

.

Ibid. - Africen Air Force went on: it helped to blast 2 wav for our
troops to Abyrssinia,

Location of Ttalian Aerodromes,

Information . Our captures at Mogedishu included a complete
contributed by o '
AC. Sowre: s writien record of every serodrome and landing-ground in

Itelian East Africa.  This document was drawn up in an
elaborate style and proved to be of great value when the
South African Air Force advanced into Abyssinia, particu-

larly with .regard to the interception of S,79 and S.81

-

Lying direct

st

aircraft which (it was ascertcined) were
from Italy.

The Advance to Harrar, © .

Gen Cunningham's | : Af'ter the capture of Mogadisim the remnents of the
Despatch "Eqd, 1
Force Report on Italians‘, Juba forces were withdre:ring to Jijjiga—: their

Opse from 1 Nove
4,0 to 5 April '41" forces in.the. northern area consisted of three fresh
Enc, to CS.18122,
Brigades between Jijjiga end Harrer and one in (British)
Somaliland,
3 On 1 March the mopile coluzm of the 23rd Nigerian
| Brigade of.the 1lth (A) Division began the advance to
Harrar along the magnificent "Strada Imperiald' motor
road which the Itelians-had constructed along the Webl
~Shebelli River. -They covered a daily average of 65
miles, passing the experimental plahtation Imovm as the
Villegio Duca degli Abruzzi, the pasis of Belet Uen end
‘the Sciv alle Wells, - At this place (354 miles Irom

/Mogadisu) the

l. Situated some 60 miles west of Harrer,
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- . Mogadishu) the tarmaced "Strada Imperiald' petered out and
the road rapidly became ;;‘ror;e. - On 7 March they entered
Gebredarre and on 10 March they reached Dagahbur (580 |
miles from ngadisl‘ml) .

. Operations of the S.i.A.F. during the Advance to Harrar,

A.C, Sowrey's Report The rapidity of the Army's advance necessitated.
on Air Ops. .I¢E.4s -

10 Febs = 5 April ‘41, the forward movement of Advanced Air Headguarters, No.2
(A4.HsBe II J7/l)
Wing and all the Squadrons » and on 28 February and
1l March Advanced Air Headquarters and No,2 Wing moved to
Mogadishu, and No,ll Squadron moved to Vittorio and No,12
and the remainder of No,3 Squadxron moved to Mogadishu on

1l and 2 March respectively, These Squadrons now had no

transport difficulties as they.had'each acquired some

.

derelict ‘Italia'.n lorries which were quickly rendered
serviceable by the Scuadrons' own engin}eering persomnel,
Meanwhile the two Righter Sguadrons began nioving .forward
with the two A,C. Squadrons a;;ld they continued to do so
during the ad&ahc& Before leaving Kismayu three Fairey
Battles and four JU.86s (of Nos.li a.nd 12 Squadrons) were
gent back to Nairobi for a general overhaul and there-
after to be kopt in rescrvo to replaca any aireraft which
were"bec‘oming unserviceabie during the laﬁerAstalges of
the campaigh. The resérve thus formed pfovéd of
considerable value.

On the completion of the moves to these new
locations the S.A.A.F., contimied its attacks on enemy
strongholds and troop concentrations in co-operation -
with the advence of our ground forces., Offensive
reconnaissances weré made ‘in the Isha Baidoa and
Iugh Ferrandi areas and of the aerodrome at Neghelli,
and on &4 Ma‘rch two Hurricanes of Noe3 Squadron made an

2 and Gabrederys

/aerodromes

offensive recomnaissance of Gorrahei

>

1. These distances are by road, :
2, Situated on the Mogadishu - Jl,j.]lga road approx. 14 miles south of
Jijjigae

~
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aerodromes where no enemy aircraft were observed but white
Tlags were seen on the buildings. . On-6 March a Glen
Mertin nmade a recommaissance as far forward as Harrar.(the
second largest city in Abyssinia) and as a result of the
information which it obtained foﬁr Fairey Battles of No.ll
Squadron raided Harrar on 8 Merch scoring direct hits on
barracks, hutments and two anti-aircraft posts with 20 1b,
HeEe bombs‘ by dive bouping from 1,000 to 500 feet oving to
low clouds; 4,160 1lbs, of boubs were dropped: heavy anti-
aircraft fire from aftillex:;mwest: of the town was ‘éné'dl.mte:c'— NS
eds On the same day (6 Maréh) a Glen Martin made a:
reconnaissance and took photographs of the Awash aTea, Of
the Jibuti~-Addis Ababa railwey, particulerly the bridge
over the Awash River, end on 10 kiarch Glen Martins and
Hartbees made photographic and offensive recozmalis“sa.n,ces:
of the Jijjiga area, the Merda Pass and the enemy's aeron
drome at Kalems Next dsy (11 March) a special recomnaissence
wes made by an Audax of No.4l (A.C.) Scuadron of the
aerodrome” at Degahbur., This was found to be suitable as
an advanced air base and No.3 Squadron was moved to this
»“.pla.ce.' At this stage the tfansport difficulties result-
" ing from the execrable state of the roads seriouﬁly ‘
a:i'f’ecfed the supply éf boubs, petrol, and spare parté, and
operations by short range ai;crc-;f‘t had to ’belcurtailed.
.Meé.l'rwrhi_'l.e s the £,0,0," Aden took the advantage of
'bhé‘ threat by our forces to Jijjige by arr‘aﬂg’ing his
intended attack on Berberal. " Information had 'beeh |
received that the eneny was using almost exclusively the
aerodrome at Diredawa and its saticlite, and with the
two-fold object of a.ssis"cing the intended operations
 agdinst Berbera and of the ad rance of our forces.on
Jijjiga the A.O..G. ‘East Africa organised a fighter
l. See page M4 supra. Close co~operation was maintained between the A.,0.Cs,

Aden and East Africa (see "Report on the Cepture of Berbera" - Appx. "A" to
Air H.Qe. Aden, Form 540, Entries of 1k, 16 March, '41).
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ground attack sgainat Diredava and its satellite aero-

~
dromes, Accordingly, on 15 Harch, six Hurricanes of
No.3 Squadron made two consecutive attacks destr ving ten
enemy aircraft and dameging elght ot‘lorsl , two of the
Hurricanes being shot dovm?, The immediate effect on
the advance of our ground forces by this severe blow to
the Italians' Air Force was thus expressed by Major- -
General Cunningham:- A =
Gen, Cunningham's "The value (iees to our Sorces) at this particular
Despatch "Ee.A, Force, period of these heavy losses to the enemy was very
Report on Ops, from great,’ Our further advance was over mountain roads
1l Nove '40 to through nerrow defiles and passes, wherc our columms
"5 April A%, would have been extremely vulnerable to Air attack,
Enc, to CS,18122, - Although they were bombed sporadically the attacks
: were not pushecl home and little damage resulted,
Our columns were still able to advance by day."
A.C. Sowrey's The approach of our troops to Jijjiga (and thence
"Report on Air Ops, . ‘ .
I,Eefte" 10 Peb. - to the Marda Pass vhere maximum air support was recuired)
5 April 41, , _
- (AJHeBs II J7/1). necess:.‘catca the f‘orward movement of ’1e heavy bonber
squadrons, Accord:mgl;-' Noe1l2 Squadron (and No,2 Wing)
moved to Gorrchel and Noell Squadron to Belet Uen, the
moves being completed - 16 March, Two Battles of No,1l
Squadron were left at Mogadisini at the request of the
GeO4Ce until coastal defence guns had been put in order.
/On 17 March
1, The enemy's losses were as Tollows:
shot downe 1 CoR42 and 2 C.R..32s (or R0 .37s) total - 3
burnt, 3 CeRuk2s (or Re0.37st) 4 Se79s. total . 7
total 10
domageds 5 CaRe32s (0or Re0.37s) 2 S.79s and ,
, 1 CeAd133 (or S.79) total 8 _ o
2. One of these was plloted by Copt. Js Frost (who had won the DeF.Ce on
3 Peb. = see pagelid sugra% Frost lLiad already shot down two enemny aircraft
when his own aircraft was hit and its engine seized, He msn%eo. to land on
the enemy's satellite aerodrome and he then set fire to his machine,
Lieut., RaHeC. Kersh&w, piloting another Ifurricane, saw Frosi's predicament
and landed close to him through a barrsge of enemyr fire, Fros’c clixibed on to
Kershaw's lap (there was.no room for him in the 0001‘..31’5) and in thotposition
he operated the "stick" and the rudder while Xershaw operated the "flap" and
the under-carriage levers. Lieut, Xershaw was awarded the DoeSe¢0." (the first
D.S.0v won by a Sei. pilot in the-wex). During the same operation Cept. S.van
B, Theron (who was piloting another HurrJ,cauc,) éestroyed four of the ™
eneny's aircraft: he was awarded the D.FeCe He had a.l“eady shot dovm an S.79 »‘\4

and a Ce4R442 during a patrol at ch a.nour on 1?lwia:c'ch. The pilot of the second
Hurricane that was sho doyn . o, nad alrea destro ed at
least one of ’cue enemy's alir .c- was .{ﬁle d, H.g},. as rlca - rorm
540 -~ Entry of 15 March '41 and "Its a Long Way to d Air HeQe
East Africa, Forms 540, Entries of 13, 17 and 26 Saron ui



SECRET

=155- .

On 17 M‘arch.owc' troqbs'_entered Jijjiga = a distance
of 7L;J+ miles bsr’rbad from Mogadisiu - the encry retreating
to a position covering the liarda Pass, On the same day
(17 March) three JU.86s of No.i?. Squadron attacked the
enemy's defences.at the Marda Pass by individual Give-

" ‘ o bombing from 4,500 feet to 2,_000 Teet with 250 1b, and 20 lb.

o bombs, - AlL bonibs were dropped dn the target’ area and direct
hits were observed on the northern tranch system and on

tranches north of the road, the total weight of bombs
aroppe'd being 3,480 1lbss: no anti-aircraft opposition was
encountered, - This attack was reveated on the follwoing
dey (18 March) by three JU.66s of the seme Squadron, and
also on M/T" for 20 miles along the road to Harrar from
Jijjigae by dive-bembing and machineegurming from 2,000
feet to 1,500 feet; -bombs fell in the target area of the
Marda Pass and several lorries were machine-gunned on the
road (the total weight of bombs dropped was 3,400 1bsa)s .

Air H.Q. East : In the meantime Advanced Air Headquarters had been

Africa.Form 540 _

Entries of 4 and removed from Mogadishu to Nairobi on 4 March, leaving

12 March '41, o ’
No.2 Wing in charge of operations until 12 March when
Advanced Air Headquarters was moved back to Mogadishu, |
| The ‘advence was now reaching an area waich was
patrolled "occasionally by enery fighters and which could
be easily reached by these fighters, This necessitated
fighter escorts for the bombers, and from now o‘nwards a
fighter escort was provided for the bombers in most of
their ’operatiohs.

On 20 March three JU,86s of No,12 Squadron
‘escorted by three Hurricanes of No,3 Squadron dive-bombed
" and machine~gurmed from 4,500 to 2,500 feet enemy troop
concentrations on the Harrar - Diredaws road and the

reilway at Diredavm, and @éropped a stick of bombs across
two trains, the total weight of borbs dropped being -
| /35480 1bs.
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3,480 Tbs, Our aircraft encountered intense end

accurate pom-pom f:'ie from Diredawe, axid during the ~

opera{:ion»‘thq Hurricones engagéd two C,Re32s = one of

which \vas;;beliqqu to have been destroyed, On the same

day three other JU 863 dive-banbed and machine~gunned

from 4,500 to 2,500 feet military objectives on the *

Harrer - Diredawa road and Harrar 'and Diredawa towns;

a {aomb selvo hit the barracks and Wireless Telegraph ﬂ

station at Herrer end direct hits were obtained on the

Diredawa aerodrome and two S.79s on the aerodrome were

mchine—gunned; (the totel weight of bombs dropped

was 2,320 1bs.)s In this operation the JU.86s were

 escorted by three Hurricanes which repor’ced snoot:mg

dovn one CeRels2.  On 21 March three Fairey Battles of

No.1ll Sguadron dive-bonﬁoql and machine-gunned Trom

4,Q00 to 1,500 feet trﬁins between Diredawa and Awash,

scoring a direct hit on the front of a train at the

Urso siding and another direct hit on the rear of the

train; direct hits were also o'bta:med on the ra.::lway

track, (the toh.l we:l.gh“c of . bombs droppc,d was 2 880 1bss)e.

Pom-Pom and machine-gun: fire was encountered at the

bridge over the Awash River, On the same day six Ju,86s

of Nosl2 Squadron carried out individual dive~bombing

and machine-gunning from 3,000 to 1,500 feet of the

railway and M/T from Diredawa to Awash scoring hits

on the tra:ck/at liiesso and Urso and a direct .hit on - a 7~

train at Miesso which was followed by a violent explosion, ~

the train being set on f‘ﬁre and burnt, The total weight

of bombs drouved in these o'perations was 6,000 lbs, On

the same- day a Hartbee of No.il (A.C.) Squadron made

four ta.ctlcal reconnaisaances of the marda Pass and

boribed enemy positions dropping 25 x 20 lb. bom‘os and -~
o

machlne-gunnn_ng the targets; seversl tank traps and

trenches were observed. ' /Mamwhile ’
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Meanwhile, outlying parts of Ite'xlian Sbnwliland
- were being "moppeo. up"e . In consequence of :_nfo-f'mc.tlon
received that the Itelians of Rocco Littorio (550 miles
morth-east of Mogadishu and the centre of an important
district) were being horassed by the local natives, a
Fairy Battle dropved a m.esqag,e say:l.nr that if the towmn would
surrender an aircraft would lend to evacuate the children
&nd those in distress. Accord.;.ngly , Oon él Mexrch a JU .52.
ofi No,51 (Cormmmica’cion and Tfénsport) Fligh‘i‘: ianded at
Rocco Littorio and having received tae surrendef of the
town conveyed 'the 1nva11&s end children to Iuogaé.:..,hu.

On the same dey (21 Merch) Advanced .A:L'I‘ heaé.ou(_rter.,
AJCe Sowrey's Draft was moved from Mogad.lshu to Corranel. About this time
Despatch Febe.-May .

Y43, (File Mo151/1). Hos2 (Fighter) Sauadron was sent bc..cl. to Nakuru to be re-
equipped Wl‘t"l Curtis aircraft zmd to move thence to Egypt,

its Pury aircraft 'being handed over to the OPera’clonal
Treining Unit at Nakuru (which was being re—esto.blished).
Owing to road and v-{ea.ther conditions it was found im-
precticable for this Squadron's trsnéport to be sent back and
the greater part of it was ‘maﬁ‘e over to'No.3 Séuaﬂxon' whosé
need for more transport was ur:zént the balance of the
transport being divided c.mongs’c the other squadrons which
were still under esteblishment in this'respect. .

Meam—rhile, during the whole periocl of the advance
1n’co Jubaland, Italian Somallla.nd '\.nc. Abrssinia, Ansons of
No.34 Flight maintained a succession of coastal patrols
and channel sweeps from Dar-es-Saleem to Mombasa (including
the islands of Zanziber and Pemba),. and elso provided
escort.s to H.M. ship_s znd merchantimene

The Re-concuest of‘.Bri‘tis'n Somalilend.

As elready sta’uedl the A40.C. Aden Dad decided to
attack Ber‘bera, and earlm in March the Royal Air Force at
/Aden

1, Gn page 151 supra.
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Aden carried out meny preparatory offensive and . o ~
i)ho’cographic reconnaisances over Brj;tish- Somaliland in
order to gauge"the enenyts stre:igthl and dispositions,
‘and to obtain inf'ormation a'.s‘to the Borburh dofoncos. At thoe |
cems time co-operation with the 1lth (A) Division's
gro{md; forces was ma;intained, a:ndl on 9 March the Bienheims*
of NO.8 Scuadron R.A.F. (Aden) made six sorties against ﬂ
biredawa ‘aerodrome :to cover the ent;gr of our groﬁnd
.. .forces into Daga_.hbur,. Durlng th‘esevsorties two Cl.R.l2s |
‘vlvere found patrolling over the target;' end three other
" CeRuli2s and one uni'dentified-'monopla-ne clinbed to |
intercept. our attack, Two of ti'xe enemy aircraft xvefe
attacked and damaged, and one of the Blenheims scared a
direct hit :Jn a train in Diredawa railvtéy station, (
After the eneny fighters had thus been drawn off a
second flight of three Blenh:e:ims made a low level dive
A attack e.nd dropped 250 1b,. bombs acrosé the aerodrome:
it wags believed that one enemy aircraft was destroyed . |
and one probably d’eétroyed. |
O'n 11 March = Bleaheim I of 0.8 Scuadron made an.
offensive ‘reconneissance of Hargeisa and Jibutiand
mfauchine-:gwxﬁnedf five lorries on the ‘Lelfez:ug ~ Berbera
rosd, end of the same day a Blenheim IV of No,203
o S ‘Squadron r:mdé a photogéréphic reconnalissance of Berbera.
© The af‘back‘ on Berbera (which was to be mede by a Naval A0
" bombardmnent followed by the J:c_‘nding of troops from
transports) wes ‘f"ixéd for 16 Mzich and on the_ni_g:nté
" of ZU.;. and 15 March Blenhecims of No.8 Squaaron ;;lade
o sorbi'o.ﬂ on Dirédawé agrodrome,. These attacks were
Irepea‘teé. on the night of 15/16 March by individuel

sorties on the same target.by four Blenheims of the

)

/seme Scuadron

1, Berbera was held by approx. 1,500 Colonial troops with Buropean ofificers

and N.C,0's, supported by several 120 mm, guns and machine-guns,
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same Squadron with the object of preventing enemy aircralt
operating from t'he aerodrome against our landing troops:
considerasble and fairly accurate anti-aircraft fire was
encou.ntere&. Meanwhile during the day one Blenheim IV
of No. 203 Squadron had carr:.ea out a pnoto'rwnlc offensive
reconnaissance of British Somaliland, No suitable targets,
aircraft, or enemy ac"c.iviiiigs} vere observed at Hargeisa,
or at the ports of B11111ar or Zeilah.

- The "Aden Striking Force" consisting oi‘ twa Thdian

Battalions and attached troons appeared off Berbera ‘on the'

. Report on the Capture night of 1536 March in two ships of the Royal Tndian’

of Berbera" Appx.

Form 540 ~ Entries

llAll
to Air H.Q, Aden., .

Navy and other vessels .supported by two Cruisers and two

of 14/16 March '41l. - Destroyers (under command of Captain He Hickling ReNs,

Senior Officer of the Naval Force), On the morning of

16 March the naval guns bombarded Berbera and the troops

were ferried ashore in lighters, the lsnding being carried
out without any casualtiess The enemy troops fled to the
hills; some 200 were taken prisoner.

During the landing of the troops the R.AF.'s main

task was to prevent enemy air action interfering with the

operation, and subsequently with the establishment of the
base, This was achieved successfully, no enemy air attack
being made, Meanwhile a continuous fighter patrol was
maintained over Be'rbera‘during fhe hours of daylight from
16 to 21 March when a'.’Flithc of Gladietors of Nos9k
Squadron ":\ras established there. |

On 20 March a small colum of the 25rd Nigerian
Brigade adva.nced from Jijjiga and qccupied Tug Wajale
on the Ab-ssinian ~ British Soxnalilgfld border, and two
armoured cars, led by the Chief Engineg;f,‘AE.A. Force,
motored through Ha,rgeisd to Berbera and made contact

with the "A&en Striking Force"s No enemy was ‘encounter-

" ed for the Italians had already evacuated ;gheirjoth. ,‘~

/Brigade



Gen. Cunningham's

Despatch "E.A, Force

Report on Ops," from
1 Nov, 'l.|.0 tO

5 April 4l,”

Bne, to CS,18122,.

‘after an occupation by the Italians of Jjust seven months, . 7~

of 25 March it was reported that the Italians had de~

- hgavy batteries of 105 c.m. guns.

L
Brigade (*;fhich_ had garrisoned the Protectorate) but . ~
its retreat was cut off by our forces at Jijjigas. The e
subsequen.t a.dvantures of this enemy Brigade are obscure:
nothing f‘urtﬁer wes heard of it and it was assumed that
it had broken up into small bands and disﬁtegrated.

Thus British Somz2lilsnd came once more under ouir rule

The Cppture of the Marda Pass ond the Surrender of Harrar. .

.

The Marda Pass wes a formidable V'proposition: it
towered above the Jij‘,jiga plains where everything -
:'mclﬁdipg the aer?‘c_lfr'ome W 'was. in full view of the strong
gé:cxl‘ison‘ .Which held the Pass, Kowever, the eneiy" 5. defences
had been “softenéd" by the S.AdAFo's attacks on 17 and

18 Marchl, and on the morning of 21 March the st

Nigerian Regiment captured a height overlooiing the Pass

on its nof’che:m side, and the enemy evacuated the whole
pésition fhat nith. . It was now pocsible to transfer
t'he lﬁe of commication‘s to the .ﬁcrbera ~ Hergeisa
roﬁte.

Two moré ‘enemy prepared positions remvained before
Harrar could b;—: reeched, namely at the Bibille Gap and
é.bove the Bisidimo Riwer, but zfter.a two days' battle
tl'.ie enemy evacuated these positions. - On the morning

clared Harrw an open town, and after a parley with an ' -~
Italian Civil Off'icial Harrar was surrendered, our -
troopé entéring the town that evening.

| During the a.civance from Mogadishu to the

surrender of Harrar a further 19,000 enemy troops had

been accounted for in killed, prisoners, or by des—-

ertion, bringing the total up to 50,000 men, and -~

amongst other war material captured at Harrar were two

/Tho

1, Described on page 355 supra,

)
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The Capture of Diredawa.,
‘ The town ;f Diredawa lies at the foot of the hills

on the Jibuti - Addistbé.ba railway some 35 miles from

' o Harrar, The last ten mil’é:; of the road winds down a
steep 4,000 feet incline which is admirably su‘ited. for
demolition, The Ttaliens had taken Full advantage of
this by blowing up several br:".dges‘ at points o'ﬁ the

~ plateam itself and had also blasted the road in five
separate places on the steepest'grades. Nevertheless
the Bast African Field Commanies and the Nigeria Regiment
cleared the road in 36 hours. The enemy did little to
defend the road 'blocics with the exception of" the first
one, and our forward troops enferecl Diredawa unopposed on
29 March,

Operations of the S.A.A0, dur:mg fhe Attacks on Harrar
‘and Diredawa,

Meanwhile the South ,African’ Air Force "\»-ra;<3 contimi~
AJCy Sowery's © dng its attacks, its chiefl objéctive being the Jibuti-
"Report on Air Ops, :
I.Eeks 10 Feb, - Addis Ababa railway (especially the Diredawa - Awash
5 April 41", : S
(AHeBe II J7/1). section) with the object of disorganising the enemy's
retreat, On 23 March three JU.86s of No,12 Squadron
SelsA.F. dive-bombed and machine-guined Srom 2,000 to
1,000 feect trains on the Diredawa - Awash section of the
" reilway: ome stick of three 250 1b. bombs straddled a
train; (the total weight of bombs dropped was 3,400 1lbs.).
On the next day (21+.Marc1:) three Pairey Battles of Nosll
Squadron attacked the railway and road at El Bah .and
Adda Galla by dive-bombing from 4,000 to 1,500 feet and
‘gcored a direct -hit on a railway bridge five miles
south of Harrewa, and at Adda Galla a bridge and some
trucks received direct hit‘s H ﬁoth the bpombed bridges
collapsed (the total weight of bombs dropped was 3,000
Ibs.)., Heavy pom-pom fire was encoﬁntered along the

Diredawa road and the Adda Galla - Diredawa section of
; /the railway
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the railway, one of our aircraft heing hit in fourteen
places;.'- On 25 Mercih 5 JU.86s of Noel2 Sciuadron dive-
bombed rqlling stock from Dircdawa to Awash from a height
of k.,OOO to 1,000 feet scoring two d:.rect hits on a train
. in a siding at Awash (the total weight of bombs d.fopped :
was 5,800 1bss); .severe damage to the train and to the
Awash station was inflicted.” On the same doy two'
Hertbees of NoJil (AeC.) Squadron made tactical
recoﬁwlsseulces of J ij.ji..g,a and Haxrar ond indicated the
route and éuided our trciopé who were working round -
the flén]: of an enemy position., Durinz this operation
thé Hartbees encountered heavy anti-aircraft fire of all
" kinds, end they repliecd with 120 1b, bombs. On 26 March
one Fairey Battle of No.'ll Scuadron dive-borbed the
railway from helghts of 4,000 to 1,500 feet from EL Seh
R to Adda Gaila stracld.]‘.ing‘th:.eeé trucks at Ha.;”.':c;@.\va and
scoring a direct hit on the Adda Galla s‘ce-.tidz'{: "96&) iﬁs.
weight of bombs were Gropped. On the same doy a'G]:eri
Martin of No,l12 Squac’lronl made a road and railway
reéonnais:sa.nce gf Harra, Ber\ada and Diredava and sighted
two S.79s on the Diredawa 1@3.:m.‘.:m§5 ground and encountered
a third wiich had tal:eil off, The Glen Martin pursued
- the third S.79 cldsing to 250 yardsz, but the S.79 made
off omd disappeared, dn the same afternoon the main
body of our troops cntered Herrar. -

‘During the next f'ew days the attacks on the
railway end road from Direda\fra to Awash were continued,
0n 27 March three Fa‘.ir_"ey Battles dive-bombed M/T near
the road from heights of 3,000 to 1,000 feet scoring
direct hits on "trucl:s‘ and other vehicles parked in tne
bush with 20 1b, frag}nentation bombs:  (the total
weight of bombs dropped being 5,»160Vlbs_.), and on the

. /same dsy |

le The Glen Martinﬁig}fc was attached to Noel2 Sgdn. as from 23 March.
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same day six JU.86s made individuel divawhonbing attacks

- with 250 Ib. bombs from 2,000 to 1,000 feet on railway

‘trains and on the statién at Miesso where a direct hit was

obtained. The staticn was set on fire and burnt furiously, |

the fire spreading to other buildings,-: diredt hits were -
also scored on trains and a warehouse s & goods train being
set on fire. At Arba, a divect hit with'a 250 Ib. bomb
was o'btained on the si:ation. The total weight of boﬁbs
dropped. during this opera’tion wes 6,900 1lbs ,‘:‘ one of our
aircraft wos damaged a:z;d forced to land, " On the next ‘
d;.y (28 March) one f}lén Martin of No,12 Squadron made a
recomnaissance of the aerodromes st Adema, Addis Ababa,

_ J:Lnnna, Soddu and Sh.og‘;::-amana, s0 as to ascertdin an idea of-
the enemy's future intentions and the location of enemy
aircraft, During this reconnéissa.nce a satellite aero-
drome was observed near Mojjo on which were three 1a¢ge
enemy airc_raft ~ probably S.795 = énd three énenly f‘ighters.
Thé Glen Martin machins-gunned the large aircraft 'hitting
one of them, and it was then attocked by two CeRe42s and
.one C.{A.v133 (which took off from Mojjo) but menaged to.
escape, At .ldd:,» Ababa: aeroarome the Glen Martin saw
twenty to thirty So79s and CoA.133s, three or four Savoias
or Capronis at Jimma, and a Iarge'dgfendgd camp at
Mbaltit. On the following day (29 March, ‘@uring which
our forces occupied Dir_eda;:ra;) a Hartbee of NoWo4O (AsCe)

- éqtuad:nn made a tacticai réconnaissance of Diredawa and

the adjacent localities, and a Glen Martin made al re-
éo’nnaissa.nce of the Diredawa -~ Adsma - Asba Littorio
road,

Meanwhile Advenced Air Headguarters, No,2 Wing,
and Noe12 Scuadron had moved from Gorrahei to J ijjig‘c'}

M | on 23 and 25 Mexch, end No.11 Squadron moved to Dagahbur

on 27 and to Jijjiga on 29 March,

: - /During
- 71, Situated approxe 110 miles south-west of Addis Ababa. _

-
-3
e
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Dux‘ing this period the enemy's Air Force made o~
three attacks on the recently captured aerodrome at Jij,jiga,' e ,
as follows:~ soon after mid-day on 27 March three

CeRek2s swboped down out of the sun and began "ground-

. strafing" three JU.52s of the Commnication and Transport

Flight which had just returned to the aerodrome with

some passengers -and stores, All the three JU.52s were -~
damaged and also one Vegé; Gull aircraft, Our Hurricenes  ~~
took off and pursued the raidérs but feiled to engage .

thems On 29 March at 07.50 hours four C.R.32s suddesly

appeared out of the sun and machine-gunned one JU,52,

" one Valentia, -one Hartbee and one Hurricene, which they

"AJCe SOWI'ey' g Draft
Despatch Febe-May
”4.1. (File Mol51/l)o

JU.86s which had been sent to Nairobi for overhaul at

set on fire and destroyed, i Three other enemy fighters
circling high above the aerodrome dived dowvn to attack

our Hurricanes which intefcepted and a general “dog-

fight" took place, one o:f the Hurricanes being set o-n

fire and burnt out, Meanwhile one of the enemy

fighters was also set on fire in the air and crashed,’

the other two meking off pursued by a Hurricane (piloted

‘Ey Captain Frost) which shot down one of them, On the -
following day (30 March) two S.79s bombed the aerodrome

before Bz from 3,500 feet dropping 200 anti~personnel

and incendiary bombs, but no casualties to personnel or

a.i.r/craft resulted. Two of our Hurricanes .and two

Gladiators chased the raiders » the Hurricanes overhauling

and damaging Ath‘em but having to break off the pursuit as . ~
all their ammunition was enqpepded. .

' In the meantime the aircraft of Nosell and 12

Sguadrons had been reduced to a low state of servicé-

ability and three of the Fairey Battles and two of the

the end of B‘ebruaryl were flown back to these squadrons ~~

on 30 end 31 March, - /5. A LF, Close
e

1. See page -150 supra.
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S.A.A.F. ClOSe : Support Flight . )

.A’c this stage of the campa:xgn contact with the
enemy' s gmnd Iorces was beco*nmg mich more frequent than
formerl Ly and :n.t therefore became necesss.ry to establish a
system of close support for bomb:mg purposes., Accordingly
on 1l April a Close Support Flight was formed consisting of
four Glediators of Noe3 Squadron and four Hertbees of
Noe4l (4.Cs) Squadron, the'Herbbees being used as boibers,
The Close Support Control ensbled the advanced Battalions
to call imediately upon aifcraft based at a Close Support
aerodrome 'bo assist these Battal:.on in clearing up
oppos:.tlon such as small machlne-gun posts and other light
"_OPPOSZL’CZLOH. The Close Support Flight's first aerodrome
was at Diredawa; it moved foiwvard as our ground forces

v

advanced,

Co-operation of the R.A.F.; Aden Command,

Meanwhile' the Royal‘Air Force at Aden was co=-
operating with the South African Air Foree by attacking
enemy aerodromes and troop concentrat ioﬁs. On 19 March
8ix Blenheuns of Noe8 Squadron bombed tne aerodrome at
Kombolcha from a high level seriocusly damaging the tarmac
and probably damaging a grounded Cs4,133. On 21 March '
‘ .three Blenheim IVs of_No..ZO?) Squadron attacked road and
rail transport between Miesso and Awash, heavily bombing
28 vehicles and machine-gunning ‘orains which were hit
repeatedlys On the same day six Blenheims of No.8
Squadron qubed Diredava é:'ailway station, and on 22 March
three Blenheim IVs of Nos203 Scuadron made offensive and
photographic reconnaissances of the Urso - Miesso =
Awash area, attacking 30 M/T vehicles with machine-
guns, and bombs and macm.ne-—gunnlng three railway engines,
On 25 March three Blenheims of Noe8 Squadron d:.ve—bombed

and damaged Harrawa railway station, and on the same day

/foux -
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four Blenheim IVs of No,203 Squadron attacked railway
trains in the Awash area, These attacks were repeated

during the next few days , the ra.ilv&ay"bétween C-oja and

Miesso being dive-bombed by Blenheims of Noe8 Squadron
" ‘which scored direct hits on a train, the railway track

V end a bridge near Bischet s and trains and transport being

bombed and mac.hine-ogunned on the Miesso - Adama ~ Awash
sections of the railway and road by Blenheim IVs of
No,203 Squadron, - Other attacks included the bombing of
bridges, trains and trucks and the machine-glmning of an
engine. By 27 Mai"ch réconnaissances showed that the
railwa;v line was now blocked in several places by bomb
craters and wrecked trains, On 31 Mch three JU.86s and

three Fairey Battles of Nos,12 and 11l Squadrons S.A.AJF.

bombed. M/T and troops on the Addis Ababa - Dessie road

" diving from 3080 to 1,000 feet, and dropping 12, x 250 1b,

and 156 x 20 1b, bombs and scoring direct hits on M/T,
Two days later (2 April) Advanced Air Headquarters were
moved to Harrar and No.2 Wing moved to Diredawa. Maan-

while on 29/30 March and 1 April twelve Gladiators of

141, (File M.l51b/h§ . Noo9% Squadron (Aden Cemmand) had, by arrangement with

" the A.O;C. Aden, arrived at Jijjiga and had been in-

doz'porated into No.3. Squadron, S.A.A.F., which moved to
Jijjiga at this t:‘.me];' These Gladiators were chiefly
used fdr‘the protection of the aerodromes on which
Nosell and 12?Squadrons were based, and they were also
available as escorts for the G..O’.C.' Forces.

During this period raids and recommnaissances

were also carried out over the port of Assab (Eritrea)

and along the Red Sea coast, and a photographic re-

. connaissance was made at @ape Guardafui in the northern

area of Italian Somalilang,
. : /The Capture

1, The remainder of No.9 Sqdne was transterred from Aden to Bgypte
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The Capture of Addis Ababa.

- Gen, Cunningham's - Add:l.s Ababa is nearly 300 miles (by rail) from
Despatch "E,A. Force.
Report on Ops. from Diredawa, and. on 21 March Lieut.-General Cunnlngham had
11 Nov, 'O to
5 April '41" Enc. received a cable from Général Wakell to the effect that he
to CS, 181224. : :
. : : o0 -saw no military jadvantage in an advance beyond Diredawa
unless it was likely to end thé ‘campaign, and pointing out
the danger of becoming too deeply committed. He added,
however, that he.did not. wish o hamper General Cunninghsm's
action and asked for his views. In his reply General

Cunninghsm tabulated his ressons’for thinking that the

capture of Addis Ababa appeared quite possible, and he

received General Wavellls permission to proceed with the
advence accordingly. - On 1 April the lst South African

Brigade occupied Miesso and. the 22nd East African Brigade

passed through t0vva;:'ds Awash, By this time the enemy's

morale had cracked: .road demolitions were left uncovered
and on several occasions enemy troops guarding road~blocks
fled at the approach .of. our forces, The line. Miesso -

Asba Littorio was evacuated after a skirmish, and hundreds -

of Italians voluntarily surrendered to our tx'odps.aé the

advance progréssed.

The Awash river ‘(which is crossed by the railway and
the road near the township of A;wash) was the last of the
great natural obstacles to the advance on Addis Ababa;

It was an excellent defensive position for here the river
= runs through a deep gorge between high cliffs, The
Italians demolished both the ra.llway and the road bridges
and they held the further bank with machine-gun posts,

Out troops, however, forded the river at two places 'a.nd
the enemy fled, During the next day (2 April) our

Engingers constructed a new road bridge over the rivexr

a . and the advance continued early on ‘the following morning,

e

/Adama
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Adama (75 miles f‘rom Awash) was, entered that day (3 April)
by the 22nd East Afr:.can Brigade where their Command:ng

Officer received a request from Ttalian Offlcmls‘ e

Addis Ababa. to'send forward some ‘troops to the city to - .

ffévent looting by natives. Meanwhile the main enemy KR

) lnfbmas were retreating towards Ponte Malcasa (on the
Awash river, south of Adama); the 22nd East Africen
]érigade attempted to -cut them off but were held up by
the enemy having blovn the bridge over the rivers

The.S..A.A.F._ Attacks Addis Ababa and Kombolcha Aerodromes.

.On the two following days (4 and 5 April) the
S'outh African Air Force (which had béen contimuing its
raids on the Diredewa - Awash sections of the road and
r;ilway) made ‘heavy attacks on the aerodrome at Addis
Ababa, On the -first day (4 April) Fairey Battles and
JU.86s of Nos.11 and 12 Squadrons - escorted by Hurricanes
and Gladiators of No,3 Squadron - dive-bombed hangars and
aircraft ‘on the aerodromé and the barracks. scoring many
 direct hits with 20 1o, and 250 Ib, boubs™, fron heights
of 5 000 to-1,000 feet and 2,000 to 1,500 feet respectlvely.
Meanwhile two Glen Martins of No,l2 Squadron made offensive
reconmsissances and accounted for at least one of the
enemy fighters in the air. On the '.,,seconld day (5 April)
Pive Hurricanes of Noe3 Squadron and one Glen Martin of
No,12 Sq_uadron ma.de:’z‘»offensivg reconnaissances over the

aerodrome and destroyed several Savoia and Caproni air=- ™

craf't and damaged others by, '"ground-strafing". During
these two days® attacks a total of at 1eést fifteen
eneriy aircraft were destrcyed on “mo ground and one (or
mare) in the air, and upwards, of twelve others were

/damaged.

1. The total weight of bombs dropped was 12, 120 Ibs. (of these k4,160 lbse
were dropped by Noell Sqdne)e :
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anna,ged?'. These operations werc followed on the next day
(6 April) by 8 further attack on the aerodrome by two
~'H.1_1rricahe.s of No.3 Squadron which burnt out two Fiats, two

Se79s and one C;A.133, and damaged. four.F;Lafs and one Se¢79

On'rthe same day (6 ipril) three other Hurricanes of
Noa3 Sqﬁadron 'ground-strafed" aircraft on the aefodrome at
Kombolcha and shot dovm two CeRes28, burnt out one S.79 and

) da;naged one Fiat, one S,79 and one Romeo &créft; and

six Pairéy Battles of Noell Squadron borbed the Kombolcha

4 aerodrome with 20.1b. fragmentation 'b;jm’t.as ,élve-bomblng

* down to 500 feet dgst;'oying one enemy §a;ircraft and damaging

five others, and scoring direct hits on M/T, “the berracks

and aerodrome buildings. These vrefe the heaviest blows .
' that the South African Air Force had inflicted on the-
Regia Aemnaut'ica" which was by this time reduced to a
\ skeleton of its-former strengths To quote Lieute-General |
Ciin.ning-hém:- ' } -

Gen, &mninghah‘s "The shambles on Addié Ababa a;erodrome was apparent

Despatch "Esde Force = to our troops after entering the town, and further

Report on Ops, from increased their confidence in the efficiency of the

11 Nove 4O to,. - Air Force in aiding their advances"

5 April '41. Enc, to : , ‘

CS.18122, o Meanwhile negotiations between.Lieute~General
Cunningham and the Italians for the surrender of the city
had been in progress but as these were not satisfactory
the. advance was contimued, The. proximity of our troops

\

. "The Abyssinian had the desired effect and on 5 April the Head of the
Campaigns". : '

= Italian Police was waiting ten miles outside Addis Ababa
to mal:a the surrender, It was decided, however, not to

b | enter the capital until the next day when &s representas
tive a force as possible would be assembled to share in
the official occupation, E Accordingly our troops entered
Addis Ababa on the morning of 6 April and the Divisional

/Conmander

le These losses included:- . = . .
8 Savoias, L Cepronis and 2 Fiats (CeRe32s or 42s) destroyed on the
ground, and one CeR.42 in the air: and 5 Savoias and L Fiats (CeRe32s
or z;zss damaged. _ '



 Commander (Major-General Wethorall) received the formal
surrender of the city,- ‘ A

During the period betwéen the beginning of the
. advance from Harrer to the capture of Addis Ababz a
. .f.\ujther 15,000 .QfA the enemy were estimated to have become
, non-effective ,~and a great quantity of war matefial was

captured during the advance and in the city itself.

Summary of the S.A.A.F's Operations Quwing the Second
Phase,

The volue of the activities of the South African
Air Force during the périod of Phase IT can hardly be
overstated, From the attack on El Wak in Decenmber 1940 .
to the fall of Addis Ababa on 6. April 191 they had
attacked contﬁuélly'fhe enemy! s aerodromes, aircraft and
troops and had co-operated with our ground foArc'es to the
fullest e_xtent. Without'their essistance the successful -
invasion from Kenya of Ttalian Spmalila.nd and of the
highlands of Abyssinia could not ha.ve been achieveds In
eddition to their support in these operations their Amry -
Co~operation Squadrons"(Noéouo and 41) and their Bo;rlbers'.:
'v.of No,1l Squadron had carried out successful operétibns
against scéttered enemy groups in thé Gojjam district
-of Abyssinia and the eneny strongholds of Hobok, Yavello,
Neghelli, Moyale and Mega. At the same time the Anson
aitcraft of No.3k Flight and No.60 Squadron had meimtained
a éeries of.coastal patrols, channel sweeps, escorts
to ships and pﬁotographirc and mapping regormaiss;a.rmoes.
Meanwh:‘r_"l.e'R.A.F. auxilliazy machines had made contiiuous
commmication flights between 'the various locations of
the ,v}idely separated groups of our ground forces. The
attacks Which the South African Alr Force made on the
Ital;'Lans' aerodromes at Afmadu, Gobwen, Diredawa, Addis
.A.bé.ba and Kombqicha diid mch to shé.x.tter the morale of

their ground forces, and put the finishihg ‘touch to
/the virutal
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the virtual obliteration of’ the "Regia Aeronau’gica" in
Bast Africa whose losses in aircraft were now estimated to A
amount to upv;ards of 300 machines.
In his despatch covering operations of the East
African Forces during this period Lieut.-Gencral Cunningham
saidim

"I cannot speak too highly of the part played by the
Alr Porce in -this campaign, The Air Officer
Commanding remained with me throughout the operation,
thus facilitating the requests for immediate air
assistance, From the commencement of the campaign
our Air Forces, under Alr Commodore We Sowrey DeFeCo,
AJF.C., ably assisted by Brigadier He. Daniel, M.C.,
AeFeCoy SudiesieFe, established complete air superior-
ity, with the result that the advance of the troops
was little interfered with by enemy air activity, and
af'ter the crossing of the Juba we moved wholly by
day. Bombing and "ground-strafing" by the enemy was
sporadic and normally ineffective. During the later
stages of the campaign a support group consisting of
Bombers, Fighters, and A.C. machines was formed, and
its Air Force commander with his owvm communications-
advanced with the commander of the leading troopse
The value of this arrangement from the Army point of
view cannot be over stressed, Adir support for the
forward troops of the nature called for by the
situation, was "on tap", and engendered the greatest
confidence amongst both commanders and men.

To the Pilots of the S.i.AF, Fighters, who
destroyed such a number of enemy machines on the
ground, and to the Seiedi ', Bombers which created
such havoc amongst the retreating enemy, mist be
ascribed their great share of the credit for the
successes gained, The invaluable work of the S.A.L.F.
Army Co-operation Squadrons was carried out with
daring and efficiency, Without the continuous em-
ployment of the Commmnication Flight R.iA.F., control
of the operations spread over such a large area of the
country would have been impossible. I would like to
mention the ground staff which, in spite of lack of
spares and facilities generally, by dint of un~
ceasing toil kept the maximum number of machines in
the aire"

To this may be added the tribute of the A,0.Cein~Cs,
Middle East:e

"The South African Air Force are to be congratulated
on the important and successful paxrt they played in
the campaign, They were operating over difficult
country under conditions which tested their
initiative, stamina and technical efficiency to the
utmost. They contributed largely to the complete
defeat of the Italisn Air Force in I.E,A."

/Sum of



* Compiled from Air

HeQe East Afr:l.ca

‘Records,

 SECRET

«170= .
Summeary of Bombex Sorties etce by the S.h.d.Fe Kenya=

- East Africa Command from 1 Dccon'ber 1940 to 6 April 191;1‘

Dur:.ng thc per:.od of Phage II the South African
Air Force of 'L'hc Kenya (East .irlca) Command made 307
bomber sorties and 986 reconnaissances: the total we:.ght

of bombs dropped during these 6perations was appraximately

- 100 tons..

Excerpted from Notes |

in A4C, Sowrey's
"Report on dir Ops.
I.ECA. 10 Febo -

5 April 4%,
(AeHeBe II J7/1)s

Note on Reserve x;ii'gréft etc, and Supply.

l, Reserve Aircraft and Spares,

The veziy inadequate supplj of reserve aircraft, and /“'
of ordinary spares for initial eq.uipmentl(such as tyres and
undercarriage parts for the Hurricanes) wes a source of A
considerable concern ’chroughoﬁf the campaigns By the
fall of Addis A'baba. this had feéuited in the to1‘:al nurber
of serviceable aircroft being not more than 50% of the
original strength. |

2, Condition of Lircraft.

A1l aireraft stood up'well to the exposed weather
conditions under which they opere.te;f'i. Those which.
suffered most were the wood and .f“:.‘zf'b::c'ic-covered.
types such as the Véga Gulls of the Commmication Squadrona

3. Flying Qonditions, werc generally good until the

Abyssinian nghlands were ‘reached'. vhen t?oPical st’orms.
rendered them unreliable and tieacherous. Several cases
occurred of acéidént’s',‘ to aircraft which it »vaé.presumeﬁ .
were dué¢ to the piloté having flown into~mcuntai;1’ slqpes_,l
owing to obscuring cloud conditions.. |

i,.. Supply and Transports

At certain periods of the campaign air operations
had to be curtailed' owing to lack of petrol, bombs and -
amminition at the advanced land:;_ng grouhds. In the
opinion of the A+0.C., had it not been for the actlntles

g ey, Rk
/of the

1. See pege B2 supra.
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of the Bomber Brigede Maintenance Compeny™ no air operas

N—

" "tions would have boen possible; This Unit of the South S
African lrmy was placed directly under the control of Air
Headquarters and although it was ina&qug.té on féi:d?)ﬁéh—
ment to deal with the rapid advance made, it was cble by
great efforts to maintain in most cases the winimum Te-
quirements of the advanced Airr Units.,

.. The 4,0.Ce Telt very strongly that the trensport of "j

; .Isupﬁlies ~ which ié a vital part of air operations in

_ campaigns such as. the one now under review. - shéuld not be

left to the Divisioncl Transport or some other. Afmy’ .Uﬁit

but that a definite iir Transport Organisation should be

fomed.

- 5e Local Rgsourcess

The only local resources made usec of in the campaign
weres - . |
'(a).“Oc;:casigglgl'.cafpmmd enemy wchicles which were employed
to replace those incapacitated during the advance,
and .
% (b) Enemy aircraft materials and stores captured'at the
major aerodromes 6f Mogadishu and Diredawa.,
' It was consi:de;fed'inadvisablte to use any captured
aviation petrol or oils without firat maeking an analysis
thereof,

.. Chief lesson of the Campaign,

AeCe Sowreyts Report In the opinion of the 4,0,C. the chlef lesson to be ~~
on Alr Ops, I.E.4. N
from 10 Feb, to learned from this short campaign was "the vital necessity

5 April 41, )
(AeHeBs II J7/1)s of the preparation of landing grounds immediately behind

the most advenced forces, so as to give that moral support
. to ground troops which only comes by having their own
aircrart always with them, and to permit the shortest.
. range aircraft . the maximum possible J'.nroqd. into enemy Vame

torridomrs To this end three essentials are required

for -hi Army:- ‘ "~ /(1) CeR.E.'s
1. See Appendix X i-. A , o
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(1) CuR.E.'s trained in the prepaoration of landing
grounds, equipped with the necessary equipment and
irpressed with the vital importance of the subject.

(2) A Supply Orgenisation whose sole duty it is to
“transport petrol, oil, bombs and ammnition to the

- advonced landing grounds, and to get these require-
ments into position by‘the time that the landing
ground. is available for occupation.

(3) Inmediate communication from most advanced troops
to advanced landing grounds so as to give wﬁrhing

of enemy approach or attacke"

Note on Itglian inti-iircraft Defencess

The Ttalian aerodromes in Italian Someliland and
Lbyssinie were defended by anti~aircraeft weapons.ranging
fron those of heavy calibre to pom-poms and maching-guns.
The Italians! anti-aircraft performence véried consider=
ably; in meny instances their fire was inaccurate and
ineffective; but on occasion (and notcbly during the
final operations at Gondarl) our aircraft encountered
accurate and intense anti—aircraft fire.

In the opinion of the Narrator the Itelienst
enti-aircraft dofences camot as avhole be considered to
have been very effective: our losses in aircraft from

' enery anti-aircraft fire throughout the campaign were
few, more especially in rclation to the nuxber of the

attacks which were made by our Squadrons,

/VIII. GENERAL

1. See page 225 inira.
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. VIII. GENERAL SUMMARY OF THE SEOOND PHiSE.

The period dealt with in Phase II is remarkable for

_the achievcrients made by our forces in a comparatively

short spece of time., At the beginning of November (1940)

4

» our forces werc still on the defensive but within five

months the great "Pincor" movement of Lieuts Generals

Platt and Cunningham - with the invalueble assistance of

the Royzl and South ifricem Air Forces - had'cénquercd

Eritrea and Italian Somalilend, re-conquered British
Somaliland, successfully inveded Abyssinia, and captured
the Abyssinien section of the J ibuti - Addis Ababa railway,

the important towms of Jijjige, Herrer and Diredawa, ond

the capital city of 4ddis lbaba. . Morcover the Abyssinian

"patriots" - assisted by the British "Mission 101",
n@ideon Force", and the attacks upon enemy strongholds by
the Rei.F., and encouraged by the-advence of the Emperor
Heilc Solassie into the Gojjam district - had harassed
continually the Italians and done much to shatter their
declining moralcs

The part played by the Royal and South African Alr
Porces in thcse successes'was ofA great importance, At »
the beginning of the period under review the Italian Air
Force was still in a numerical supe:c.‘iority a.nd was
equipped vfltﬁ more efficicnt machines, The arrival of
fhe' Ses-ebsFo 's Hurricones gave our Air Forces their much-
'needed fighter aircraft , and with this welcome reinforce-
ment the ReiF. ond S.iei.F. hady by the end of ’ché

period covered by FPhase II, achieved complete air

.
-

* supcriority and had virtuelly driven ‘the "Regia

Aeronsutica" from the skies. The successful assault
on Keren = which broke the eneny's resistance in Eritrea -
the capture of Kismayu, the crossing of the Juba, and the

cepture of Mogadishu, the Marda .Pass, Harrar and Addis

" Ababa = which preseged the conquest of Italian Somaliland

/and led
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_and led to the coan:est of AbySSinia - zrd tho ¥g=copturc
of Berbera‘(Bri‘Eish Somalilend) werc in a great measure D
due to the determined and unceasing onslaughts upon the
enemy of thc Royal and South Lfrican Air Forces and the
~whole~hearted tclose~support" which they afforded to our
v ground forces throughout v’c'he carpaigns. This was fully
Gen, Wavell's - recognised by General Wavell who wrote:-
Despatch on Eehe OpsSe , :
(to cover Reports by - "The support of the R.i,Fe s0d SeicidFs, with ’A.\
Lieut, Generals Platt comparatively small nurbers and equipment far -
end Cunninghar) . from modern, was altogether admirable; and
 Nove 1940 to Jan 1941 the co-operation between the Army and Air
Enc, to CS.18122. Forces close and cfficients"
~

~/THIRD PHASE
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THE LIQUIDATION OF THE ENEMY'S SCATTERED FORCES
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The British conguest of Eritrca and Italian e

Somaliland, the invasion of Abyssinia and capture.of

Addis Abeba, the re-conquest of British Somaliland, end. .

~ the return of the Emperor Heile Selassie marked the

beginning of the end of. the Italian East African "Empire".

 Thenceforward our forces were employed in liguidating ‘the

scattered remmants of the telian esrmies which now held
only comparatively small perts of ibyssinia in the Dessie,
Ariba Iﬂ.agiz and Gondar (Loke Tana) areas in the north,
and various strongholds round the chain of lakes - Zwai,

Abyate, Langana, Shala, Awusa, ibaya end Chamo -to the

- south, The "mopping=up" of these encrmy forces was

accorplished in three, secondary movements, the capture
of Gondar being the final e.pisbdc of the East African
3.

[ ]

Cempaigns

Role of the #ir Forces.

Beforc proceeding with the Narrative it will be

convenient to swmizrise the role of the Royal and South

\

African &ir Forces in the Suden, Kenya (East Africen) and
Aden Commends during the period coveréd in Phase I1TI,
(a) The Sudan,

(1) Destroying the remeining enery aircraft in
Abyssinia and attacking enemy strongholds in
the Gondar arcas ’

(ii) Giving close support to our ground forces
operating under the G,0,Ce. Suden
(Lieute=General Platt),

(iii) Cerrying out combined operations with the
- SehedeF. (Kenya~East Africa Command) against
the Gondar arec.

/ (b) Keriy:a

1, For purposes of clarity Phase IIL 38 divided into three sub-headings:-
The Pincers Close. ' ,
The Battles of the Lokes and the Crosging of the Omoe
The Capture of Gondar, o ,
2, Situated apprcXimately 150 miles west of the northern shore of Laka Tanae
3¢ It may be mentioned that the attack on Gondar was begun by a unit of
the Sudan Frontier Force and the 3rd Ethiopian Brigade (which were part of
General Plattls forces) as eerly as llarch; these operations were, however,
held up for several weéks by the rainy season,
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(b) Kenya (Bast Africa)

A,Ce Sowrey's (i) Destroying the few remaining enemy aircraft in
"Report on Air Ops. '

in I,Eeds 6 April ' Ab :ssinia,

to 11 July '4l. '

(AsHB, II J/1/1)e - (1:1.) Giving close support to our ground, forces opera-

~ ting under the Ge0 C. East Afr:Lca (L:Leut.-
e - L General Cunn:.ngham) |
' (411) Air defence of Addis A'baba.
(iv) Carrylng ou comblned opera‘clons with No4203
;Group (Sud.an) aga:.nst the Gondar area,
(v) Coastal defence of the Mombasa and Dar-es-
- Salaam areas. |
(e) Aden, _ R o
(1) Support:mg our ground f‘orces operatlng under
the G.0 oC- East Africa m ‘the advance on Dessie.
‘(..After the ‘capture. of Dessie (26 April) the
Aden units took no f‘uﬁ:hef pért in
dperations in Abyss:,inia, as the areas wherc these
,operati;ﬂ; Wére conducted were out of range of
Aden). o
(:1.1) Rout:.n réconnalssances of Assab and Jibutit

and ass:.stance at the capture of Assa'b.

(1i1) Co—opera‘c:.on w:n_th our ground forces engaged in

»

"clea.mng-—up“ opera‘c:.ons in tl e north—eastern
" area of Ttallan Somaliland,
(iv) Con;nnmication duties between Addis Ababa,
Berbera, Aden and Masscawa,

[
.

Strength and Dispositions of the Air Forces.

(a) The' sudan. Ashlreédy stated® the R.A.F. units
re:ma.:l.nulg, in the Sudan in April- (1941) were Nook7 -
(Bomber) Sczuadron (Wellesleys), No,237 (Rhodesian
AJCa) SQuadrqn (Herdys, Iysanders end Glad_'l.ators)
‘and the Free French (Bdmber) Flight (Blenheim IVs).

/There

l. Ses Footnote T o page 187 infra Infra with reference to J 1but1. -'
2« On page 98 supra.

)

-
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AsCy Slatter's
"Brief Summary of
Air Ops, in the
Sudan etce" .
(AsHeBa II J7/2)e

Air H.Q. East Africao
Form 540 Entry.of-
30 April '4l.

A.CeSowrey's Report
on Air Ops. in
I.E.A. 6 April to
11 July '41.
(AeHeBe II J7/7/1).

SECRE]T.

(b)

There were also thé; three JU.528 of No,51
(Connnunica'biori. and Transport) Flight, S.A.AF.

The disposition of these Unité was as follows:-

On the v-:ithdfawal of the 4th Indian Division -
after the battle of Keren - Nos.)7 and 257 Scuadrons
were based on Asmara (Eritrea) a.nd as preparations |
for the advance on Amba Alagi progressed Né..237
(Rhodesian) Squadron remained bosed at Asmara but

used Makalle as an-.advanced landing ground.

Kenya (E#st Africa).
On 18 A’éril, ‘No..;u;" SQﬁadronl “was. renunbered No.zi;,,

- re-equipped with E«i‘é.'r.yland alrcrai’t and moved to
Egypt, The remaining Units and aircraft availeble

for operations consisted of:-

Squadron or Type, of Noe of Service-
Flight aircraft able Aircraft.
Noe3 Squadron .Hurrioanesg 8
(Fighter) . Gladiators 6
Noell Squadron Fairey. Battles 7
. (Bomber) ‘ :
Noel2 Squadron " JUL86s o . 10
(Bonber) o
Glen Martin Glen Martins 2
Flight . o
NoeotO Squadron -  Hartbees 15
(AeCe) T
No,41 Squadron Hartbees L
(A4Co) : \
Noa 3k Flight Ansons 4
. (Coastal recce.) R
.:'T@ .

/The disposition

1. This was in fact a TShadow" Squadrone

(See page L6 supra).

2, The aircraft of No,5 Squadron gave every satisfaction during the operations:

this Sguadron finally

wiped out all enemy air resistances The aircraft of

Noell Squadron had a number of forced landings due to engine trouble: those
of Noel2 Squadron were most effectively employed during close support opera-—

-~ tions although their performance dropped considersbly when opersted from
high altitude aerodromes in mountainous ‘country ‘owing to a mch increased
"take-off* run and slow rate of clinbe. The aircraft, of Nosel0 and 41 Sqdns.

. were placed under Army operational controle On 24 May, NoghO Squadron was
converted into Noe20 Scuadron and on 1 June all its aircraft were handed over
o0 Noell Squedron, No.4O Squadron's personncl going to Nakuru (Kenya) for
re-equipment, The Glen Martins proved most reliable and had an excellent

performance, , their short."take-off” run,
speed (240 mepshe) and long range (2,000 miles with extra tanks)
which were most.useful for long distance recces:

?ﬁ Iq‘.'b‘{ss'liaﬂ:Il:g:i.d,
Egypt on 29 June

RRCaC
g'. A?Aogc,;a ion vpﬁh

Past rate of climb, high cruising
werc factors
in the mountainous regions
- le topraphic) Sqdr, elthough gtill
Lot ne o ealé’n:éggg %ﬂam;h.-v Toongved to -
QQlle ) e -

(
.Fs Records: Wer Diary ~ No,
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The dispo‘sitionp'f ‘the' S.AAF. units was as follows:-

Unit ) Loaa'éion
Advenced Air Headquarters S -~ Harrar
HoQe end all Flights | - i
Noell Squadron . - (Eest Satelllte)
Detachment Noe3 Squadron o ‘ o

HeQe and all Flights

Noel2 Squadron 3 Jijjize o

Detachment Noes3 Squadron (South ‘Satellite)

Glen Martin Flight o

| HeQe No.2 Wing

HeQe & "C" Flight Diredawa.

Nos3 Squadron

Nos3 Squadron, "A" & "B Flights Miesso

HeQe and a1l Flight's o % Addis Ababa
Nosl Squadron (under 11(4) Division)

HeQe 2nd "A" ond "C" Flights . )}  Yavello

No.l4O Squedron ( nder 12(A) Division))

No.40 Squedron, "B" Flight ; . Neghelli '
(under d2(4) Division) ' :

H,Q+ and Detachment No3k Flight Mowbasa

Detachment Noe3k Flight. Dar-es~Salaam

'

(c) Aden, The R.AF. Units at Aden vers No.8 (Bomber)

\ - o
Squadron (Blenheim'Is), No+203 (GeRe) Squadron

No.9 Sqdn. Form ~ (Blenheim IVs), Nos%: (Fighter) Squadron (Gladiators),
540 Entry of |
5 April ‘4le’ one (General Purposes) Flight of Vincents attached to

No.8 SQuadron , and a Free Freﬁch Flight equipped with

Air HeQe Aden - Glen Martins, Of these, Noe9k Squadron was moved to

Form 540. Entry Egypt eorly in April end No,203 Squadron was 21s0 moved to

of 1 May Wi, Egypt before the end of that month. There remained
; therefore Nos8 Squadron, the Flight of Vincents and
the Free French Flight. These units réméiﬁgd based
ab Aden, but on 29 April two of the Vincents were 7"
mé'ved‘to Berberé. to assist our troops in "cleanin.g-
up" operations in British Somalilend.end in the north-
epstern area of Ttalian Somalilend,  (The Commmican !

tion dutiest were performed by aircraft detailed from’’

Ty

No,8 Squaa:f‘bn) .

. /Strength and N

le See Role of the Air Forces (Aden), sub-section (C) on page L7 SUDY.
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Strength and Dispositions of the Italian Air:Force.

A¢Ce Sowrey's Report : An estimate of the encmy's aircraft at aerodromes
on Air Opse in I;E.de - ‘ : ,
6 April to 11 July  within range of the S.A.A.F.'s bases gave a total of 37
"Wle (AHlBe II J7/7/2) ] -

) ‘ - aircraft which were belicved to be distributed thus:= -

Aerodrome Bombers Fightéas
Clel33 S.79 S.81 CR.32 _CR.L42

Alomata - .2 - - -

+ Kombolcha (Dessie) - T - k.
Jimmal v R 6 -
Totals 17 -6 A 6 L

equalling:~ Bombers 27
Pighters 10 ‘
g

Ground Forces,.

The British ground forces were as follows:-

(a) The Sudan Force”

Location
Gene Platt's Despatch 5th Indian Division, Advanced H.Q. Asmara
on Opss In Eritrea : . (Eritrea)
etcs 1 Dece '40O to , (Two Companies Msl and two Mobile MeG.
26 Auge 1. (units of the Sudan Defence Force.
Enc, to C.S.18122 One Batty. 68 Medium Regt. Rels
(b) Bast Africa (Kenya) Force
: ' . Location
AeCe Sowrey's Report No.llgAg Division. Addis Ababa
on Air Opse L.E.A. No.12(4A) Division . , Neghelll
6 April to 11 July Advanced Force H.Q. Harrar
Of l Dec. "L}l.‘ : .
(AeHeBe IT J7/7/1)4’
GeneCumninghem's In Abyssinia the enemy had seven Divisions of
Despatch 6 April to '
11 July ')l. Colonial troops disposed thus:-
Enc, to CS.18122, " : : A
2lst Colonial Division Gibagaire front
22nd Colonial Division Jimme) (Bonge.
23rd and 26th Colonial Division Jhinbi ~=Lechemti
front A
2 th Colonial Division Wadara! front
25th Colonial Division Shashamana
10lst Colonial Division Gardulla-Soddu
: front

plug ;chree Blackshirt Battelions and two
"groups" of "Banda", These forces
totalled some 403000 men and 200 gunsa

/11, THE "PINCERS" .

1l. Situated approx. 87 miles north-east of Soddue

2. It would seem from the mmber and types of enemy aircraft subsequently
destroyed or damaged by our Air Forces that this was an under-estimates.

34 ieee fOr the attack on Amba Alagi = other units of the Budan Defence Force,
the Sudan Frontier Force, etc. were operating in other areas. .

Lo Situated approx. 35 miles east of Lake Chamo,

5, Situated approx. 120 miles west of Lake Abyata.

6. Situated approxe 110 miles west of Addis Ababa.

7; Situated approxe 35 miles north-west of Neghelli, o : R

8. Most of these Divisions were in fact considercbly below strength and N
notably the 1Olst which had been heavily engaged in the Jubaland operations
(see page 145 supra). 7 : ~

EY
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II, THE "PINCERS" CLOSE.
.Outlme. e ..u ” e
The Abyssinion A On 13 Apr:Ll one week aiier the fall of 1;(16.15 Abq.ba,

Campaigns"

” the 1st South Afr:n.cm Brlsradc of the 1lth(A) Da.vn_s:l.bn B
_advanced 110 m:l.les along the Addis Ababs road to the so-.
! called "Nh;ssola.n:; anpel_" __}-(here the' ‘Ttelians tiad made
considerable demolitions.,. By 17 April thei»r forward troops

~ _had passed the “Tunnel" and '*tta.c;ced the Kombolcha Pass a
few miles south of Dess:Le. ThlS was captured on
22 April a.nd :E‘our days l’xter Dess sie sum'endered Some
‘8,000 prisoners were taken and a large number o gunse
Meny of the enemy fled north to the mountain fortress of
Anba. Alag:u. where the Duke D'iosta - Viceroy of Italian
East Afr:.ca -~ was ensconced with 5, OOO troop.:, 51;. guns and.
250 machlne guns.

M&..n shile the 5th Ind:L'm Division (conm'.anded by
Ma.;)or-General Iuaynel) had mdvanced "south from Asmdra
(Eritrea) on Amba flagi - and the two arms of the "p:.ncer“ -
the 5th Indian Division.and part of the ‘1}th(A) Dlv1s19n -

" were now about to close on tho Duke D'Aostals rstroqgh'ohi‘l-.i.i, .
Prom north and south respectively. ’ - | . ;
" Amba Alagi is .a'great peck rising to 10,000 feet
“ a.b‘ove sea level and is the central point of a ri-_ﬁg of
lesser peaks. The "Strada Imperlale" linking Amba Alagi
to Asmara winds through thc narrow To.,elll Passz. The
Italian engineers had greatly :meroved. the natu_ral ‘
o defences of thie ‘position by concrete emplacement'sl, and.
by d.emolition'of‘ the "Str‘adaimperia;e' and of a road
t hrough the Falega Pass wh:Lch reaches Amba Alagi by a
c1rcu1tous ‘route through the mountains on the eastern N
side of the 'OOSl‘thl’le As in the case of Keren the |
fortress of Amba Alagl o.ppe._:c‘ed to be :u:mregnable.

/The 5th

T HMa3.Gen, Heath ha.d Hoen Dromoted 3 i Toft the Division.

2, Named afte
RasMokojnn

r Ma,jor Toselli who was destroyed. with his Italian garrison by * ‘
en, father of the Emperor Heile Selasele, in 1895. i

.
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The“:5th Indian Division attacked Amba Alagi by a

. series of feints which oacupie‘c'i’ several days, and finally

captured the Toselli Pass on 8 Maye. From this position
our Artillery (supported by the Royal Air Force) maintained

a devastating bombe;rdmén"t of the fortress and its

" envirgns while the 1lst South African Brigade (assisted

by "patriot" forces under Ras Seyoum - a veteran leader

AsCe Sowrey's Draft

Despatch Feb, to May |

141, (File M.151/1),

against the Italisns in 1936) advanced from the southern
side of imba ilagi,
As the attack on Amba Alagi developed, the

proximity of the Sudan and East African armies (which

were approaching each other from the north and the south)

’ 15resented some risk of our aircraft attacking either of

thesevforces in error, and lines were therefore defined
within wh:Lch the South African Air Force could safely
attack anything.CSE the ground, The need for close
liaison between the. two armies was shown by an unfortunate
incident on 5 May vhen, despite the fact that the
recognised signal (the letter T) had been displayed,
some Gladiators of the R.4.F,, Sudan Command, attacked
troops of the southern army resulting in one fatal-
casualty and several wounded, Tvo dgys later (7 May)
the Soufch Af.jrficmls were put under Lieute.=~General Platt
so that the attaéking forceslfrom north and south should
be under one ;:omﬂand.

By ]l.. Moy the South Africa.ns had advanced to the
outer perimeter of the defences and Amba Alagi was now
encircled, Two days later (16 May) the Duke D'Aosta
sent in‘a flag of truce with proposa;ls for surrender,

and on 17 May the Italians capitulated.

/Operations of
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Operations of the R.4A.F. and S..L.4.F, during the Advance on
Dessie and Amba Alagi, - ~

S

(a) The R.4.F. (Sudan Comnsnd).
| After the capture of Massawa (8 ipril) the two
R.~A.F". Squadrons (Nose47 and 237 (Rhodesizn)) and the
Free French Flié;ht operated esgainst the Bahr Dar,
Alomata, Mai Kao and‘ Sa..l.g' areas wvi’éh the object of
assisting our ground forces and of freakening eneny ™
rositions and the morale of their Colonial troopé: -
they also made attacks on the aerodrome at Gondar,
On 12 April Gladiators of 1\16.2372 (Rhodesian)
Squadron "ground-gtrafed" Aidmata landing-ground and
. Sseriously damaged three Ceiel33's and one Se79.
- Gladiators of the saue Squadi'on ‘::epeated this attack
on 21 April, setting firc to two Ceie1338 and one |
.79.» On 29 April the Gladiators attacked M/T near
.Makalle and Alometa: during this operation they set
one Caproni on fire and mechine-gunned and bombed
. another Caproni, onc S.79 and one C4R 42 on a landing-
 ground teén miles south of Alomata,
On 30 April one Wellesley of No.L7 Squadron
- made thiree bombing sorties on enemy iaosii:ions at
Amba ilegi while ‘two Blenheims of' the Free French
Flight made an offensive reconnaissance of the Bahr Dar
area dropping 1,720 lbs. of bombs on the fort and
‘tovm. Qn 1 May Nos,L7 and 237 (Rhodesian) Squadrons (ﬁs,
yend the Free French Flight ¢ attacked enemy positions h
-near Leke Ashangi (south of imba Alagi), the Chelga
area and the Falaga Pass (4mbe Alagi): 3,200 1i>s.
of HeE, bombs and 1,125 1bs, of incendiaries werev
dropped from héights ranging from 2,600 %o 3,600
fee'l: and 50 lorries were machine-gunned, Next m
day (2 Mey) 15 Gladiators, 7 Herdys and 7 Lysanders

/of No,237

l. Situated approx., 300 miles west of AQQLs Lbnbo and 50 miles cast of thx,
Sudon = Abyssinian boundoxsr,
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of ’\10.2_77 (Rhodes1m) Squo.dron dive-bombed gun pos:.t:u.ona,

a:mmnltlop dumps and M/T concentrations at the Felaga

A

Pass and. the medin rood ‘gouth of Amba Alagi, dropping
3,800 lbs. of H.,E.; boribs and 300 1bse of incendiaries,
md expending r’uny thousends of‘ rounds of machine-gun -
emmunition: direct hits were obtc:.ne' on gun pos:.tlons
and meny lorrics were mr.».chinc--,gurmed° On 3 May two
Wellesleys of No.lt7 Squadron Bo:n'bed Seio tovm and forti- .
fications, and another Je.].lcs.Le“* of the same Squadron |
dropped 1,930 1bs, of boubs froa 4,000 feet .on Port
Toselli (dmba Alagi) scoring d.zrecAt hits on armunition
dumps whlch resulted in numerous explosions,  On the
following day (4 1ﬁ#y) two Vellesleys of the seme couadron
made seven sorties on the ;mbm Alagi area bombing ond
mching-gunning eneny ’croops and forts ond dropping
5,880 1bs. of boubs, direot hits being obtaineds  On the
same dsy Hardys, Lysanders end Gladiators of No.237

(Rhodesian) Sc_{ue.xc'!:c'onr.epe:.ﬁ;ec}~ thesge attocks on Ambu Alagl,

Fort Toselli and the Falaga Paoss, Direct hits were

obtained by dive-boubing on Tort Toselli followed by

lerge explosions, and srvnd tion dumps at Amba Alagi vere
hit; some 50 W/T vc! nclr 5 werc also autapked and machine-
gu:rmédl in various locsiities in the. target arele These
attacks on Amba Al%i , Fort Toselli end the surrounding
aren were repested on 7, 9 and 10 HMay ,v é.nd. on 14 May the
Iysanders and Gledintors of No.237 (Rhodesian) Scuadron
bombed and machine-—gunned Fort Toéelli scoring tea direct
hits on the fort. Two days later (16 Mey) the Duke

D' Aoste asked for an arrﬁético.

The 15on1bing of Yors Toselli on 14 May was the
last operation in which No.257 (Rhodssian) Squadron was
engaged in the East J'}.frﬁ.ouﬂ campaigns, as on 20 May
orders were isr;ugd ‘for its transfer to Wady Halfe to

/assist in
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assist in the defence of the Kufra oasis, and on
2l May“the‘ Squadron bega.n tl‘ie move, On the same
dey the Free French Flight (\.hlch hed hitherto been /.\ ‘
administered by Nos203 Groupt) became self-
admipistrative.

The effect of' the R,A,F, s ’t;omb:'mg and machine-
gun fire during the attack on Amba Alagi was most .o
mexked, and Ttalisn prisoners once again testified
to their devastating and defnoralising effecte -After /™

e

the capitulation the Duke D'Aosta remarked that the

~mechine-gun fire from the Gladiators and Lysanders

‘had been most effective 'a.nd was very d.emoralls:.ng

to the defenders.

The S.AAF. (Kenya = East Africa - Command) .

+ In the meentime the South African Air Force

’

contimed to co-operate in the support of our

troops, their activities being chiefly offensive
rgconnaissance;s during which bombing and machine-

gun attacks were made on énemy ob,ject::.ves., On

12 April three Hurricanes of Noe.3 Squadron attacked
Kombolcha (Dessie) aerodrome destroying two Savoias

by fire and démaging one CeA.133 and f:l.ve fighters:

one of the Hurricanes was &amaged and rendered
unserviceable. Next day (13 April) two Hurricanes

of the same Squa&én mads "ground-strafing' attacks

on the Dessie area. On 17 April three JU.86s of

No;lz Squadron escorted by three Hurricanes ™
attacked the Kombolcha (Dessie) aerodrome, The |

JU.86s dropped bombs to the weight of 3,480 1bss

‘obtaining direct hits on build:i.ngs and. workshops; LI

intense anti-aircraft fire was encountered and
one of our aircraft was damaged. Ai‘ter the

JU.86s_left the terget, the Hurricanes "ground- 7~
gtrofed" enemy’. pdireraft of which onc Se 792Cf132-v?

S L I't AT herc 'bG TMONLIONed TRt (-t BRC onG Ol iy, Noe2 ing (Por't oudan)
%ﬁhg& ‘there being no longor any RedlT . ? operati fonal wiits i €At
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C'.R"'.'l;.Zsa'nd Aéne-.C.R.,’SZ were destroyed and one

(c)

C.A.133. demageds: - On 19 April three Hu.m'ica.nesl
attacked 40 M/T vehicles at a pass north of
Dessié and burnt out four oil tankors, while

three ‘Fairey Battles of Nos1l Squadron bombed

the barracks and car park at Dessie, scoring

direct hits on ':thé targetss One of the Battles
made & forced landing near Kombolcha and its
crew ‘Were captured;. a second Battle landed in
an_end;eavour'_to effect a rescue but was fired
on by enemy troops and f_orceci to take off again,
On the same day three JU.86s of No,12 Squadron
bombed the Dé,ssie-f.Alomata foad and also o
attacked an M/T colum; 3,300 lbs, weight of
bombs were. dropped during this sctione
Ble;iheims:ofoo.B Squadrén (Aden) co-operated
in this attack. - On 23 April three Fairey
Battles of No,ll Sguadron d.iv—ﬁombed Dessie

with 20 1b, bombs and dropped pamphlets:

 several dirécf hits were scored on M/T on the

Dessie-Kombolcha road, On the same. day two

' Hurricanes attacked Kombolcha aerodrome and

. destroyed two CeRel2s inside a hangar by

maching-gun fire. . Three days later (26 April)

our troops ceptured Deasiez.

&

The R.2.F, (Aden Command),

Meanwhile Nos8 Squadron at Aden had

 assisted in the Dessie and Arba Alagi opéra-

tions, On 6 April three of this Squadron's
Blenheim Is bombed Kombolcha (Dessie)
/ cbrodromne

~ 1o As the only Hurricanes left in the S.A.AF. East Ai‘ra.can units were those
of No.3 Squadron, from now omwards it is unrecessary to designate the Squadron
when the Hurricanes are mentioned. :
o While these 0pera'l:10ns were taking place ifi the Dess:Le area the S.A.AF. -
was also’ operating in the Jimma and Lakes area during the Battles of' the . .
Lakes (as will appear hereafter, see page 165 i frai. s
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serodroms with 250 1b, bombs £rom & high Level

starting two fires afnong .the‘b,u.ildings, and on 8 April -~
" three of the ]Slenheijns repeated the attack by in<. . el

dividual dive-bombing, starting a fire among the
" buildings; very accurate enti-aircraft fire was en-
' countered which deamaged one of our aircraft,. Oﬁ

19 April, six of the Blenheims in two flights - in

co~operation with the S.A4.A4.F. - (as stated above)

O

attacked M/T on the Dessie-Alomata road: the first
Plight dive-bombed 15 stationery lorries while the
second flight attacked and machine-gunnéd another
: ' convoy two miles south of Ala, Considerable d.emage
was :Lnfl:.cted and some fires were started; no
opposition was encountered. A
On the next day (20 April) .at the request of Air
Headquarters, Middle East, three of the Blenheims
attacked M/T on the seme road (Deséie—Alqmata) and.
" dive~bombed six lorries destroying one of these with
a d.irecf 'hit of a 250 1b, bombe
During May regular reconnaissance by single
Blenheims were carried out in the Jibuti and Assabl
sreas and the Dessie-Asseb rosds  On 15 My one
Blenheim IV (Fighter) was sent to Bandar Kassim® to
assist in the "cleaning-up" operations in Italian
" . Somaliland, a second Blenheim IV being also sent

there on the following day.

)

The Capture of Assabe - ‘

Assab was the last remaining port of‘Eri’cre‘a which
 was still occupied by .the‘ Ttalians, The aerodrome and its
la.nding ground at Macaeca had been attacked repecatcdly by
the Royal Air Force and was littered with destroyed and

burnt out aireraft. )
- /Barly in | /"\

1. The Eritrean port of Assab and. the la.nd:u.ng-grcnm& at Magaaca were €till held

by the enemy
24 Sy tuated on the northern coast approxlmately l!;. miles from the Britishe-
Italian Somaliland border, .

L]
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. Eerly in June it was decidod to attack Assab from
the sea with Royal Naval and R.A.F. co-operatn.on (from the

Aden Comand), and in the early morning of 1l June,

Battalion of the 15‘_bh Pun jab Regi;ment (supported by an

Engineer detachment from East Africa) lended almost un-
opposed and oaptured the harbour and town. The landing

was precefad L7 a borbing demonstration made by four

" Blenheim's ‘of No,8 Squadron which remained in the area

while the troops were disembarking, Meanwhile two
Blenhe:ims_ and six of the Fliéht of Vincents carried out
recormaissances‘a.nd closé sﬁppor'l'; pa.trols A.over our troops
from dawn until dusk, ‘

The attack on Assab was. a complete surprise to the

enemy: more than 200 white prisoners were taken ine-

_— cluéung two Itallan Generals, a Naval Capi:aln and. SQNe

German seamene . ) i

Operations of the R. A.F. Aden Command, June to Novem‘ber

19,1,
APter *he full of hssab the operations of the

Royal Air Force  at Aden were mainly confined to

reconnaissences over Franch Somllland and its surrounding

‘waters (which were carried out to implement the blockade

of that colmrl), and to noting movement of enemy submarines
and. It{a.lian aircraft which came periodically from Benghasi
(Libya); More than 100 recommaissances were made on
these obera'tioiis up to the end of November and on several
‘occasions pan@hléts were dropped.

Meanwhile on 5 July six of the Vincents -(attached -
t0 Noe8 Squadron) carried out bombing operations against
some Yemeni cccupying a “fort" at Tor Al Baidha (in the
Aden Protectorate) who had‘refﬁé.ed to comply with a v
Government ultimatum to s’urrender ; 28 sorties were made

/auring

1, At the req_uest of ‘che Free Prench, Jibuti was blockaded by our forces in
an endeavour to win over the Vlctw—contmlled government of French

SOmaln.la.nd.
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during ‘l;l'xe_,s:,;_a~ operations and 11,800 lbs, of bombs were (“\
aroppodty - C
The Royal Air Force of the Aclen Command now passes
from the stagé of the East African Campeigns. From the
entry of Ttaly imto the War until the final elimination

" of the Italians in Best Africa the R.A.F. at Aden proved of

)

- great value by its protection of convoys in the Red Sea and |
‘of shipping at Aden, its frequent attacks on enemy aero-
dromes in AAbyséinia and Eritrea; its assistance to our
ground forces during the Italian attack on British Somalilend -
(Angust 1940) and during the reconguest of that Protectorate '
. (Ma:c'ch 1941) and the capture of Asseb, and by its operations

in support of our campaigns in Abyssinia.

N 4

Summery of Bomber Sorties etc. by the R.A.F., Aden coxmmmd
£rom 1 March to 39 Novembere 191,

' Compiled from Air From 1 March to 30 November the Royal Air Force of
oQo Aden Forms 5l|.O.
the Aden Coxmnand carried out upwards of 200 bomber sorties

and 330 reconna;issances. |

/III. THE BATTLES

1, The "fort" - only 12 feet uquare in size - proved to be too ‘small a target
for direct hits to be scored, and on 7 July an R.A.F, ground party from :
Aden attacked snd demolished ite , '



| "The Abyssinian
Campaigns" and

Gen. Cunningham's

Despatch 6 April -
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III. THE BATTLES OF THE LAKES AND THE CROSSING OF
THE GO

Outline.

The second of the tlrrr'ée. secondary c;a'mpaigris was
fought in thé south-west of Abyssinia and clea.rec_i the
whole of the Galla~Sidamo area south of Addis Ababa and
west of the Lakess The co.mpa:r.gn con51sted of converg:mg
attaéks fro;nv north and south comprising the two battles
of the Lakes which resulted in our forces Jjoining hands
at Soddu, This completed the first phase of the soubhe
western cempaign. The second phase consisted in the
ci'ossing of the Omo River and the pursuit of enemy forces
retreating fo the west, With the surrender of. these
Porces ot Gembelal and the occupation by our forces of
Jimma, ‘Ttalian resistance south and west of Addis Ababe
ceased, |

. The 'Ea;ttlés' of the Lé.kes were 'tvhe mos{: éiébc;ré;te :

operations of the whole of the East African campaigns:

they were Pought by units .of Lieute-General Cunninghom's
11th(A) and 12th(A) Divisions against a great superiority
of enemy troops, tanks and artillery. The campaign was

in one respect somewhat similar - but ‘on a greatly

reduced scale - to that of the great "pincer" movement of

the Sudan and East African Forces which had swept through

Eritrea from the north and through Itelian Somaliland

" end Abyssinia from the south to close at Amba Alagi, but

in the case of the battles of the Lakes the erms of the
"pincer" were pro;/ided by the 1lth and 12tn (African)
Divisionse The northern arm was mainly the 22nd East
African Brigade of the 11lth(4) Division advancing south -
ei‘ter the capture of Addis Ababa th:Ls force Iought the
"northern" battle of the Lake..-,. . The southem arm eon- -

sisted of the Gold Coast and 21st Eas‘t African (K.A.R.)
/Brlgadeg

1, Situated approxes 200 miles west of Addis Aba‘ba. (It had been a British
trading post before the Italian conguest of Abyssinia)e

T
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battle of the Lgkes.
_ To obta:_n a p:.cture of these operc.tlons the-
following facts must be kept in mind: the cham of Lakes
from Zwai to’ Chamo® runs roughly From north to south vfor -
e . a distance of some 200 miles and forms an:3inpa35abie bar:rier
to motoxr trmoport except at two gaps, namely to the

~

north and south of Lake ,.Amv'usa. Here were sxtua‘ted the

Iﬁalian'strongholds.of Shashomena and Dalle® and through

here ren the Italian line of commmication westward to
Soddu and Jimnod s At the beginning of the operations the
Italian forces north cf Shashamam had been withdravn to
this 1ihe of' commmication, but »::OU.th of Shashamone and
east of Lake Abwya two Ch.VlclOI’lS 01" Italiens at Wad.ar

- and Giabassire were resisting 'bhe ,12th (A) Division which
was advancing from Neghellis ' VIf‘ Shashemana was captured
the retreat of these two. Diﬁsiqns would be threatened;
if Delle fell or if the road to Soddu was cut they ;.vould
be blocked by the 22nd Esds Brigade to the north, <hs 12th
(A) Division to the south, “patr:n_ot" forces in the mountains
to the east, and Lake Abaya to the west,

"The "nor’chern" bc;b'ble of the Lakes was foaum
against the enemy forces wh:.ch :netrecd:ed south via the
Ponte-Malcasa over the Awash R:Lverz" on the day that Addis
.A.ba’ba fell (6 Apr:.l) The pursu:.t occupied a considerable
time owing to the breaking of the rains (and the con-
sequent serious deterloratlon of the row.ds) and the

- absence of aﬂequate map55 » I-Iowever our forces attacl«.ed
and defeated an enemy f‘orce at Fike® and captured '
| e | /Shashamana on’

1. See page 175 supra. ,

2e Situated approxe 35 miles south of Shash'a.mana. .

-3¢.The Italian Civil Government had retired to Jimme after the capture of
Adda.s Ababe., . ,

L. See page 166 SUpreas ‘ S -

5. No accurate msps.of the Lakes area ex:Lsted.. B T

6. Situated near the westexn shores of Lokes Abyata and Shala. -
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P Shaghamana on 14 May, and Dalle on 17 Mey; they then
| - followed the rements of the retreating enemy to Sodd
which they captured on 24 May, During these voperations'
the enemy'!s 2lst, 25th .and 101st Divisions were smashed
and their Divisional Commanders and some 12,000 troops .
were teken prisoner, With the capture of Suddu the
"northern" battle of the Lekes was cbn@leﬁed.
As already stated, the "southern" battle of the
Lekes was fought by two Brigodes of  the :L‘Zth‘(A) Division, °
I’c‘ will be remembered that during Lieut-General Cunninghamts |
advence through Ttelien Somelilend (in February) the
12th (4) Division had left the 11th (4) Division on the
line of the Juba River and their light forces had advenced
northwards into Abyssinia, occupying Bardera, Isha Baidona,
Ingh Ferrandi, eand Dolol. On 17 March,A these forceé
began to advance from Dolo to Neghelli which was occﬁp;led.
on 21 March, and on & April the Headquarters of the 12th
(A) Division moved 'l;,o that place., Neghelli was one of
the most important of the enemy air bases in southern
Abyssinia and its occupation by our .forces was & furfl'ler
heavy blow to the Italian Air Forc;ez.
| Meanwhile the .ven‘emy had withdrawn to Wedara and
'Giabassire in the highla;nds. They Were. pur..ued by thé
Gold Coast and'zlst East African Brigades aiéng the
- (parellel) Neghelli ond ”Iavello roads respectively, and
in. splte of" appall:l.ng weather conditions end ‘almost
. - impasséble roads Wedara was captured (after a battle
lasting for three weeks) ‘on 10 Mzg? and on the following

day (11 May) our troops occupied Giabassire.

£ §

* /A1 though

o l. See page m.sug To.e o ‘ . :
2, Neghelli had elready been heavily tombed by the S.A.AF. in January (see
pagel22 supra)e. | ,
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Although some thousands of the eneny had fled from
Wada.ra and G:.abassn;re they could not escape from the trap
in whlch_they found themselves encircled: to their west_ was
. ' Lake Abgya, their retreat to the north and east was cut
“ | off by. the 21lst East African Brigade (the victors of the
"northern" battle of the Lakes) at Soddu, Shashamena and
Dalle, while the Gold Coast and 22nd East African Brigades
(the victorg' of the "so\uthern-"v battle of the Lakes) pressed
‘upon them from -the south until they were crushed between
" these two arms of the "pincer® and armihilated.
Gen. Cunninghem's  Meanvhile in pril, the 12th (A) Division's 25th

Despatch 6 April ) _ 1
to 11 July ‘4l. Eagt African Brigade had advenced from their base at Kalam
BEnc. to CS,18122, ' . , _ :

to the Italian stronghold at Maji, On 12 April our forces
occupiéd Washa-Waha (.75 miles to the nox;th) and entered
Maji on 20 April without opﬁosition, the enéngr having
evacuated thé tovme - |

"Thé Abyssinien - After the battles of the Lakes and the capture of
Campaignse" . '

) Soddu the only Italian forces remaining in the Galla-
Sidemo (or south-western) greé of Abyssinia were located
west of the River Omo and w}ere centred on Jimma, The
approaches by which our forces could advance to attack
them co‘nsistéd of two roads vrhich- run south-west from
Addis Ababa and north-wrest from Soddu respectively, and
which cross the Omo at. Abalti® and at a pomt some 60 miles
Purther s.ou’ch‘_5 « Both these crossings were made the
northern (Abalti) by our troops who advanced from Add;.s
Aba..ba., and the southern by those wh;> had occupied Soddu
after the battles of the Lekes,

_ The Omo is one of.the three great rivers of .
Abyssiriiaz*' ;3 it flows through a deeply cut valley in the

/muntains :

le S:Ltuated approxes 15 miles north of Take Rudolfe

2. One of these roads runs through the passes of Woliso and Wolkite before
reaching the Omo @t Abalti, ,

3¢ This crossing is approx, 145 miles north-west of Soddu.

L. The three rivers are the Blue Nile, the Juba and the Omoa

()
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-~ ’ mountains and in the rainy season it becomes an almost -
impassable barrier 100 yards in width. Our forces,
however, effected the crossing of the rive:c". at Abalti and
at the. "southern crossing" 60 miles distent in the face
 of severe opposition by the enemy, both operations taking
‘ S  place on 5.Junes . .\
~~ . A :Ai‘ter the forc:.ng of the Omo. the Itélians gave up
the struggle and on 21 June Jimma was surrendered with
8,000 prisoners,s Those of the enemy who eécaped re-
treated further into the western Abyssinian mountains
but thqir pos.ition was untenable.,  Some months earlier
(Fsnuary-February) a line hod been esteblished to the
west of Gambela and along the Debus River by local forées
Prom the Sudanl, and thereafter a K.A.R. Battalion from
Kenya had occu:pied Kummkz on 9 March, while a Free
Be:lgian contingent from the Congo bad captured Asosa?
two days later. By the end of March the K.AR. had
moved soutﬁ' to the Baro River and had captured Ganbela,
The remnants of the ener.;gr in the Gala-Sidamo area
(under command of Gex;.ere.l, Gozzera) yvei'e thus }'xemmad in by
the Sudan—K.A.R.—Fxfee Belgian forces on the Gambela -
Dabus River line while mmerous "patr,ioi:" forces and the
units of the 12th (&) D:’u(.isic;_n (which had crossed the
Omo and captured Jimma) closed upon them from the north
') . : : and east. They4n‘ow had no hope of further escape and
on 8 anc’l 11 July they surrend:ered in two parties ‘at
Dembidold* and Gambela; Gazzers ond nine other Generals
and some 3,000 White end 2,000 Native troops were taken

prisoner,
/This successful

1. 1e.6e The Sudan Defence Force and Frontier Bne '
N 2, Situated on the Sudan-Abyssinian border approx, 95 miles south of Rosieres.
) 3¢ Situated approxe 40 miles south-by-east of Kurmuk, 3
" lie Situated approx, 23 miles north-east of Gambela,

)



Gen, Cunninghem's
Despetch 6 April to
1l July “4l. Ence
to 003018122.

| from ll Febru'..ry .

~1 9l
;l‘his successful conqgest‘ of the Galle~Sidamo aren
marked the conclusion of Lieut +~General Cunninghamts Ecst
African campaign in which enenfy -forces nﬁmbering some 170,000

men had been put out of act:.on in a period of five months
1

Operations of the R.i.F. dur:.ng the Battles of the La.kes
and -the- Adve.nce on Jinma, _

\

W:Lth the transfer of No.237 (Rhod.esa.an) Squadron
to Wady Helfa on 20 1} 1va2 the operational strength of the

Royal Air Force of the Sudan Command was reduced to No,47

) ’(Bom'ber)‘ Squedron of Wellesleys.and the Free French  °

(Bomber) Flight of Blenheim IVs, These two Units main-
tained deily attacks on enen;y pos:.t:.ons in the Gondar |
(Lake Ta.na) area w:Lth an occasional reconneissance :.n the
Dabus River da.strn.c‘c.

On 15 May two Welleslevs of Noek7 Sq;adron attacked.
military buildings at Gondar, from heights ranging from
5,000 to 3,000 feet snd dropped 2,000 Ibs, of bombs, while

‘three Blenheim IVs of the Free French Flight recomnoitred

’bhe Gonc'i.a:z‘-Chelga‘3 road aii& dropbed bémbs on Chelga, Two
Wellesleys repeated the. attack on Gondar on the :f‘ollwolng
day (16.March) while three of th.e Blenhe:un IVs recomnoitred
the Chelge. and Leke Tana. area, and mechine-gunned hangars

o'n_ an aerodrome east of Chelga, and also the Chelga fort,

On 19 Mey two Wellesleys made low-level attacks on

‘buildings at De’ba.rech"" scoring direct hitse This attack

was repeated on 2l and 25 May from 3,000 feet when

2}6 x 250 1lb. bombs were dropped; some of the bombs fell

among the buildings one of which was destroyeds Other
[localities

~1, The above outline of the mll:L‘tary campalgn has been glven ‘at some length
{though in fact very greatly compressed) in order that the narration of the
activities of our Air Forces - in their co-operat:.on with the Ground Forces ~

. mey be more read:n.]y understood.. :

2, See pege 183 supra.

.3e Situated approx, 25 miles,west of Gondar,

4. Situated appraxe 50 wmiles north-east of” Gondax,

O
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localities attacked included Azozo, WolchePit: and Debat?,
and cn 29 may ’#hrée Wellesleys bombed and machine-gunned
eneny fqrtificé.tions and M,T, sout}; of Dabat and scored
direct hits on Dabat forte On the same dsy one
Blenheim IV bombed a fort west of' Azozo aerodrome and
machlne-gtmned lorries on the Chelga=-Azozo road,
Du:r-:l.ng the month of June the Wellesleys and .
" Blenheim IVs made repeated attacks on the Debarech,
Debra Tabor; Chelga and Gondar areass These operations
included low level atbbacks by five Wellesleys on military
buildings af, Debra Tabor on 20 June when 3,520 lbs, of
bonbs were dropped from 3,200 feét s one buildingvbeing
set on fire and several émlosions OCcurring; and an
| attack on 27 June when five Wellesleys bombed buildings
and 1T, at Gonder town from 3,500 feet; 5,195 1bs, of
bombs were dropped during this operation and direct hi:ts
were .otnerveds | R
On 17 June, during en attack by three Wellesleys on
enemy positions at Debarech, two CeRe428 were seen
"ground~strafing” our troops, - The C.R.}.;zs attacked. two
of the Wellesleys but were 'both damaged and one: of them .
was seen diving towards the grcund, one of the Wea.lesleys :
was damaged\.

 Operations of the S.A.AF. (Kenya~Bast Africe Command)
. during the Battles of the Liekes and the Adwvance on Jimma,

\

During the battles of the Lakes and the .advance.on
Jimma the South African Air force co-operated with our
ground forces and also launched many attacks and carried
out offeensive reconnaissances against the enemy's aero-

AsGeSowrey's dromes, 1a_nding—-grounds and other targets, During this

Y"Report on Air Ops, o :

in I.Eede 6 April period a1l our landing-grounds and aerodromes (except

to 11 July 41 , /those
" (AHBe IT J7/7/1)s

1s Situated north of Debarech,

2. Situated between Gondar and Debarech .

‘3. Situated approx, 90 miles south of Lake Tanae The ReA.F's attacks on Debra
Tabor were in co~operation with operations then being conduicted by Skinnerts

t t lattts Despateh ©
5080, $20.50m qhver, Sroonengn thip f agnxuéseiﬁﬂ- attie sspis‘izzfps'
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those ‘att" Addis Absbe, Jimma, Diredawa satellite and f“\
Kombolcha) became ‘cofa.‘l.ly_ unserviceable owing to the very ~
heavy rains wﬁich had now begun., An all-weather aerodrome -
was ‘therefore constructed on the northern shore of Lake
Abyata which proved mvaluable as an operational base while

the battles of the Lakes vrere in progressl. The average

4

height of thoée of the Abyssinian aerodromes which our -~
. forces had caf)mred was 6,000 feef above sea level and : ~
owing to 'i:he very mountainous country our pilots had to
face considerable difficulties when operating in bad weather
conditions ,. end the -chances of making forced.~landings were
almost negligible. Meanwhile there was an increasing need
, of Repair and Salvage Units?, and early in May these Units
A«Ce Sowrey's were cstablished at Diredawa and Addis Ababa in addition
Draf't Despatch . . 7 o 3
Febe-March '}1, to the one already formed at Mogadishu’, Apart from the
(File M,151/1), : o : : '
salvage of our own aircraft™ much enemy equipment was found, -
not only in captured aerodrome 'buildings but also in
buildings in captured towns, which proved to be of con-

siderable -xrélue to the S.AAF. Squadrons and also to the’

Letter = AV M, Air Command, Middle East, which needed any equipment and -
Maund to A.C.Sorquy

of 13 May '41s  spares available owing to our hea.vy losses in Cyrena:.ca and
(File Dy0,/5.46596/ . _ ‘
. 4.0 .A.) G'reeceg N

Attacks were now concentrated on enemy aerodromes and
troop positions and on 10 April six Fairey Battles of No,ll
Squadron bombed objectives at Shashamana with 20 1lbe H.E,
bombs and 20 lb, fragmentation bambs scoring direct hits . N
on buildings and causing a fire, and ‘machine-guming two

- enemy aircraft which were grounded under some trges:
- one of our aircraft failed to return. The Battleg were |
escorted by five Hurricanes which burnt out two S,79s and
w0 CeAsl33s and damaged one C.A,133. Later in the day
/six Hurricanes -~
. 1 ‘l‘h:.s aerodrome was lmown by the S.A.AF. as Mgato (being the. Ital:r.an name
. for Leke Abyata).
2¢ ieee fOor purposes of salvage.
36 By the end of May an Re and S, Unit was also established at Kombolcha, -

Le €ege 2 Gladiators which had collided at Jijjiga, a crashed JU.86 at J:La.ja_ga,
and a crashed Fairey Battle at Harge:.ssa.
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~~ six Huxricgnes attacked the aerodrome at Jimme destroying
four Capronis, one CeR,32 and two unidentified aircraft
(the latter in a hangar), and shooting down one CaR.42
and one CeR,32 in combat; and five Hartbees of No«4Ll(ACs)
Sguadron bombed a concentration of 5,000 enemy troops
and 50 MyTa at Tullu Milkil, and machine-gurned one S.79
-~ on the landing-ground: intensive-~machine~gun and pom-pom
fire was enooun’ce.fed. Meanwhile two Hartbees of the same
Sguadron a’ctacked enemy positions Between the Omo River
and Abalti and dropped 320 lbse of bombs,
During the remainder of fhe month bombing :.:tacks
and reconnaissances werc made at Debra Markos, Soddu,

Jimna and Shashamana and the Abalti, Dallc-Wondo® and

Wzvaur':lm‘:.b-A.clola'3 arcas in which considereble demage was in-
flicted on enemy positions and M,T. concentrations,

Meanwhile, on 2 April No,12 Squadron moved from Jijjiga to

Addis Ababa,.

A.Cs Sowrey's Draft. By the end of April the striking force of the
Despatch Febe =
March 1941, JU,86s of Noel2 Squadron had decreased considersbly ,

(File M,151/1).
: the daily serviceability of these aircraft now

aversging only three per day. Two of the Battles
were therefore detached from Nosll Squadron and
were transferred to-No,12 Squadron's location at
Addis Ababa, They were then fitted with 250 1b.
. bomb racks.

During the first week of May several bombing
attacks were made on eneny positions at Shashamana,
Wadara, Dilla, Addis Debra and Debra Tabor, and

Joffensive

T Situated approk. 62 miles north by west of Addis Ababa.
2, Wondo is situated approx, 20 miles south of Dalle.
‘ 3. Situated approx, 20 miles north-west of Wadara.
/=~ Lo On 30 April a Hurricene, (pilot Capte Frost) while patrolling over Jimma
o and Agaro shot down one Se79, and destroyed a CeRe42 by machine-gun fire,
(The CoRel2 was the one hundred and first enemy aircraft destroyed by Noe3
Squadron since its first successful "'bag" of two C.A,133s at Bura on
22 Novenmber, 1940, = S.A.A.F, War Diary ~ Narrative of Northern Ops: Entxy

of 30 April '41.).
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offensive reconnaissances of the Jimma, Agaro and Abalti
areas, including a recoﬁna.issance of an cneny landing-
ground near Lake Langana near which our ground forces were
operating,
On 11 May two JU,86s of the newly formed Nos16

Sc_u.w.d:r:on:L

bombed Agero and Jimma: 2,320 lbs, of bombs were
dropped on troop concentrations south of Agaro, and at
Jimme enemy troops were machine-gunned and direct hits
with bombs were registered on store buildings. On the
next day (12 May) two JU,86s of Noe16 Squadron raided
éuspected enemy positions near Shashamana dropping 2,320
Ibse of bombs and also pamphlets, and one Hurricane while
recormoitring the Lechemti‘2 - Bona.ia.3 area attacked e;nd

destroyed a Ceproni on Bonaia landing-ground. On the

samo day (12 May) a Hartbee of NoLO (AsCs) Squadron while
Iy

on a recomaissance of the Alghe™ - Giabassire area dropped.

LOO 1lbs, of bornbs on an enemy coup at Giabassire: our
troops were seen in Alghe. Two other Hartbees of the
gsame Squadron raided Gisbassire and dropped 560 1bse of
barbs on the enemy camp and A.A, posts at this place;
they encountered heavy A.As fire, On this day (12 May)
Noell Squadron moved to Mojjo. |

' During the months of May and June the activities of
the South African A:.r Force were many &and va:ﬁied, and
opefa‘cions were of daily occurrence, As an illustration
of its varied activities, the operations in which the
S.A.AF. engaged on 17 May are given in full:e

e /Two JU.86s

Lo

24
3.
Lo

Too16 Squadron was formed on 1 Moy and took over the J .U.8bs of Noel2
Squadron on 9 May: it was also equipped with some Maryland aircrafte
Thereafter No.12 Squadron was re-equipped with Marylands and was moved to
Egypt on 26 May (Air HeQs Bast Africa, Forms 540, Entries of 9, 10, and
26 May, 'l}l) [ ]

Situated approxe 52 miles east of Jhinbie

Situated approxe i miles  south-west of Lechemti,

Situated approx. 16 miles south-west of Giabassire,
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Two JeUs8€8 of Noel6 Squadron attacked Jimma: one
of these dropped 1,090 lbs. of bombs on MeT, in that
locality; the other was damaged by Adde fire and forced
to return to its base, A Marylend of "B" Flight of the
seme Squadron completed a mosaic of the Jimma areas 1t
encountered intense A.'A. fire over the town,

A J.U.86 of the seme Squadron recomnoitred the
Aatu-Neghelli area: a large enemy camp was observed
south of Hulal and many M.T. x}ehiclés were seen moving
towards that placé.

Three Hertbees of No.4 O (A.C.) Squadron reconnoitred
the Ginbassire-Dilla roed and dropped 320 lbse of borbs on
MeTe

Three Hartbees of "C" Flight, Noesl (A«Cs) S’quadron
bombed and machine-gunned M,Te south of Dilla dropping ‘
160 1lbse of bombse |

One Hartbee of the same Flight made a reconnaissance
of the roads from Dalle to Soddu; our troops were seen
at Boditti2. * Another Hartbee of +this Flight made &
recomneaissance of the Soddu-Shashamana area: our troops
were observed on the main road between these places. A
third Hartbee of the same Flight bombed three M.T.
vehicles on the Dalle road and machine-gunned between 20
and. 30 M,T. ve}licles at Soddu: our troops were seen

3 and Malchi*. Two Hartbees of "A' Flight,

between Gogi
Noekl (A+Ce) Squadron reconnoitred from Dessie to Debra
Tebdr and observed o large nurber of enemy MaT. and two

5

AJFWV.'s near Baba”: our troops were seen near Ambo ,
Tn the coastal area one Anson of Nog3k Flight carried out

a chamnel sweep at Monmbasa, and another Anson of this

Flight made a coastal patrol from Dar-es-S:laam to Mczbasae
/on 20 May

T
2
3
1;.,
b

Situated approxe 12 miles south of Dalle,
Situated approx, 25 miles north-west of Soddu,
Situated spprox, 20 miles north of Dalle,
Situated approx, 4 miles north of Gogi,
Situated approx, 37 miles north-west of Deasie.
JSituarted approx, 10 miles north~west of Dessiee
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AoCy Sowrey's Report A On 20 May the close-support control with our ground
on Air Opse ILeEeds y
6 April to 11 July  forces (which had been disbanded on the fall of Addis o
11, (AsHeBe II J7/ N
7/1)  and Ababa) was re-established at the Algato aerodrome, the
Air Ho.Qes East Africa . -
Form 540. Appxe "C" close support Controller being stationed with the Head~-
 to Entry of 20 May
Wl, quarters of the 22nd East African Briga.del. It consisted

of:=~
Unit Lircraft

Noell Squadron 3 Fairey Battles (being ~
all that remained of this ~
Squadron) s

One Flight of No«3 Squadron L. Gladiators.

Two Flights of Nodll (AeCa) 7 Hartbeesa
Squadron.

On the seme day (20 May) two JU.86s of No.16
Squadron attacked an enemy M4To park at Soddu dropping
2,320 Ibs, of bombs and also pamphlets, During this and
the succeeding three days meny attacks and offensive .
reconnaissances weré carried out at this place and on
24 May our troops captured Soékilu.2

The capture of Soddu marked the end of the ba.t{:les
of the Lekes, and the South Africen Adr Force now began
operations over the Omo in preparation for the crossing
of this river by our ground forces. On 23 May thre.e
Fairey Battles of Nosll Squadron, escorted by one Gladiator
of No.3 Squadron, bombed enemy Mol which was crossing the
Omo by a pontoon bridge and scored direct hits on three
vehic;e's. On the seme day two JUeB6s of Noelb Squadron
took photographs and dropped bombs on buildings at » (-1
Abalti, obtaining three direct hits, Next day (24 May)
two Glsdistors of Noe3 Squadron nachine-gunned 50 MeTe
vehicles at Sciola3 which were waiting to cross the Omo;
three vehicles were destroyed., -On the same day three
Pairey Battles of Noull Squedron bombed a ferry on the

/Omo obtaining -~

1. As stated on page 189 supra the 22nd B.he Brigade was the northern "arm" of -
the "pincer" in the Battles of the Lakes.,

2, See page 1lJLl supra. ' ‘

3, Situated on the Omo approx. 37 miles north~west of Soddue -
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Omo obtaining two direct hits, and four JU.86s of No,l6
Squadron bombed an enemy camp near the pontoon bridge:
six direct hits were scored on the camp and the targets
were also machine-gunned. On 27 May three Fairey Batiles
of Noell Sqimdron, escorted by two Gladiators of Noo3
Squadron, carried out a bombing riad over the Omo ond
Jimma dropping 3,040 lbs. of bombs on Jimma and on enemy
tents and MeTe at the river, and on the same day two
JU.86s of No.l6 Squadron bombed enemy M,T. between the
Omo, Jimma and fAbalti: 2,320 1lbs, of borbs were droppeci ‘
and the targets were also machine-gunned.

These attacks on the Omo River, Jimma, Abalti and
other places in that area were maintained with full vigour
and were intensified to the maximum on 5 June - the day
on vwhich our ground forces effected their two crossings
of the riverl. On 6 June thes retlfea'i;ing enemy 's McTo
was bombed by two Fairey Battles escorted by three
Gladiators, direct .hits being obtained with 20 1lb,
fragmentation bonbs on an armoured care Meanwhile
Hartbees of Nogkl (4.Ce) Squadron boribed enemy columne
which were retreating towards Jimma: direct hits were
obtained on three lorries and enemy troops werc machine-

+ gunneds

In the meantime Noell Squadron had been evacuated
on 1 June from the forward sreas end a new Sq}ladi'on -
No,15 = had taken over the Fairey Battles from No,ll,

On the same day NowkO (A.Ca) Scuadron had bomm. dishanded
and its Hartbees incorporated in Noe4l (4.Ce) Squalron

with its Headquarters located at Addis Ababa.,z

/Af'l: er the successful

1. See page 193 supra.
2. See footnote to page L77 supra.
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APter- the successful ‘crossing of the Omo by~ our troops

the South .fricon iir Force advenced its operations to the S

Jirza, Bcddolclsnd Jhicbi crea, On 12 June two JU +86s of
Noll6 Squad:c:on bombed Beddele registering ncar misses on |
cnomy MT,, tonts and buildings. On the next day (13
June) tho JU.86s bombed a bridge over the Didessa River

near Bed¥le with 250 1b. and 20 1b. bombs to a total of

()

2320 1bs. scoring a dircct hit but the track remained in-
act: they also machine-gunned an enemy convoy of M.Te
On the same day two Hartbees of No,hil (4eCe) Squadron
aropped 320 1bs, of borbs on an emeny anti~aircraft post
and M,Te at the Didessa bridge, and three Hartbees bonbed
enemy _M.T:. on the road end in the car-park gouth-west of
Jimms sterting a large fire, On 14 June two JU.86s attacked
Jhimbi with 2,320 lbs, of bombs scoring direct hits on
buildings end on an eneny camps - On 15 and 17 June two
JU.86s again attacked the bridge near Beddele and on
18 June one JUe86 which bombed Jhimbi observed that the
Beddele bridge was demolished, Our troops werc now
approaching Jimma, and on 21 June three Hartbees attacked
anti-aircraft posts and huts at Dembiz, and two Fairey
Battles bombed enemy huts at the same piace scqri‘ng many
direct hits: one of our aircraft made a forced lending
.t the crew werc unhurte On the same morning at 11.00
hours our troops entered Jimmas

Several attacks were now made on Debidollo and the
neighbouring area where the remants of the enemy's trobps
were concentrating. " On 2l June two JU,86s dive-bombed
Deffxbidollo X'dropping-2,320 1bs, of bombs and scoring
three direct hits on bﬂﬁdings , and during the next fgw
days Hartbees made offensive reconnaissances of Dembi,

/Gore, o

1, Situated approxe 60 miles north-west of Jirmae
2. Situated approxe 4O miles north-west of Jimma,
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G°r°la Jhinbi and Yutdéz. On 27 June two JU.86s
raided Mattu® dropping 2,320 Ibss of boubs and
obtaining two direct hits on buildings: accurate anti-
aircreft fire was encountercd, The village of Dembidollo
was also borbed on several occasions and buildings were
hits By this tine Goneral dazzerd had realised that
he now had no chance of escape; hisktroops were being
pursuéd relentlessly by our ground forces and were being
contimually harassed by the South ifrican Air Force which
carriéd out its operations with no opposition from ‘thé

e

air, and (as already statcdl_*) he surrendered on 8 July,

/IV. THE CAPTURE

le Situated approxe 65 miles east of Gambela., :
2. Situated approxe 50 miles north-~east of' Deubidollos

3

e

Situated approx, 1O miles north of Gore,
On page 135 suprae

’
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IV, THE CiPTURE OF GONDIR,

butline.
ifter Geﬁerz;l Gazzera's surrender there now remainéd

in Italian hands only the stronghold of.Gondar and a small
area round lake Tana with.the 1orta of Chelga, Wolchef:.t
Ambn, Glyorglsl and Gorgora2.~ These were under cozmnand
of General Nasi - the ablest of the Italian generals - who
had been sent to Gondar ‘some months previously in an
endeavour to suppress tho growing revolt of the Abyssinian
"patriots"z’. | ‘

" In faot, sttacks had been made by our Sudan forces
against Gondar since January (1941) before the open:.ng
of the Eritrean campoigne The 9th Indian Inf‘antry
Brigede (which had remained at Gallobat) and 2 Battalion
of the Sudan Frontier Force Regiment c’ompélled the enemy
to evacuate Meterma and pursxied. them ‘to the Chelga.
escarprnent, Our forces were, however, not in suf‘f‘icien‘t
strengthl" toA consolidote our ‘gains and with the breaking"
of the rains the opefations had to be suspenéed. Mean-

while a second attack wis made by "patriot" forces at the.

" Wolfechit Péss but here again the rainy season intervened.

A third attsck was meds from the south-east by 2 small
British force and Ethiopian: Scouts followed by Skinner's
'H;srse; these forces captured Debra Tabor taking prisoner
3,000 Ife,L’Li&na and-l 200 Colonial ’cr:oops. Then bpera:bions
on this front also ceased with the brea.kmg of the rains,
Gondar stends ebout 7,000 :?eet chove sea lovel
amidst mounta.:ms which r;se from 10,000 to 13,000 _fqet
to the east, north end west while to the south the |

platean declines to Leke Tana some twenty miles distant,

/Phere were

1. Situated approxe 20 miles north-west of Gondar. \

2. Situated on the northern shore of Lake Tana,

3+ See page IIO supra. : ‘
l,.: The 9th Infentry Brigade (except for one Ba’ctn.) was EWwitched to Iemn.
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There wore only two routes by which on army of sufficient ﬁ
strength to conquer CGenercl Nasi's forces (numbcri_ng
30,000) could é.pproach. These routcs ran acu'bhuwos'bi‘r*‘fn
ismora and nor*bh—wcst. fron Debra Tabor, and tho two mo.::.n
- enerty outposts weré situatcd on thesc routes at Woichefit
 end Kulkabor! rospectivolys Of these, Wolchefit was
attacked by "patriot" forces mldér Colonel Ringrose who ‘ O
cut the road. bét\'recn,Wolchefit Pass and Gondar, - There-
’a.f‘tcr so;ﬁc regulor troops of Lieut.~General Platt's cormend
.joined the operations vhich were agsisted with bombards=
.rﬂ;ents by,’ our artillery, and the Royal and South African
fLir Force operating under 'control of Noe203 G;cﬁup,
RiiaF,., Sudanz., " On 27 Septeiber enery resistance’ ceased
end Wolchefit was occupied ‘py our ;t‘orces, and on the
seme day the irportant post of Debarech wes captured.
Ibid, . The capture of Wolchefit f.‘opened up the roe.d.
. to’ Arba Giyorgis and to the first of the main defences
of Gon&ar. It &lso g::.vc our Alxr Forces o usable' landing-
ground whiéh proved to be of great value during the final
Vope:_cations _dgainstrGOndér. . In the mea.rﬂ';:ime on
22 Septerber the 12th (&) Division> of the East Africen
Comnénd had tsken over the.operations from the forces of
_f[.ieut.—;General Platt, but u_ﬁtil the rains'!‘céa.sed no
progress could 'be made, Early in Noveriber Adva.nced‘
Divisional Headquarters with the 25th end 26th East ”.\
African Brigades were esteblished east of Amba Giyorgis: ’ S
'bhes_e Brigades were assisted by troops, from the Sudan,
| an Ethiopian Battation ond five groups of "patriots®.
On 11 Novenier the Ethiopian Battalion afcfacked Gianda:
they weré assisted by oux Air Force whichvca."cried out
daily bombihg opera‘cions a.pd did much to lower the e.nenr_,r's -
moralee * | /On
1. Situoted near the north-west shoreof Loke Tana and approxe 30 miles south- -

cast of Gondore .
24 Sgc pogo 209 infra. . .,
Ze Oommanded by Iinge=Gone Fovkes vho had succecded ¥aje-Gehe Godwinminstens
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On 13 Noverber an atteck was mede én Kulkaber by "91
force known as “Soﬁtb‘i“o;rcé"‘(coﬂsisting of two Battalions
and a battery of mediun guns) @g;lented by a group qf
"pa.triots“‘under e jor ‘Douglas. This attack fo.ivled.rafter ‘
an- J_n:rb:t.al “success ‘ :m sﬁi’ce of a non-stop attack by our Air
~ Forces wh:.ch wes fnainta:‘med during the whole dt;,y. “on
20 Noverber a new attack was nade by the 25th Eeiie Brigade
ffon the north and "Southforce" cnd the "patriots"from
the .south-east (after continuous attacks by our Adr Forcesl)' '
and Kulka't;er .W'asr cﬁ'ptured‘on the follovrjhg‘ day.‘ Ther;-
after the 26th Eeie Brigode moved forwerd to 'Aiva (north~
"~ east of Génda.r) , and at dowm on 27 Novenber the final
battle begen, the 26th E.L. Brigede attacking the Defeccia
ridge while the 25th Bei Brigede ndvenced up the main road
towards Azozo énd Mejor Douglas! 'patriots" attacked the
positions known as the Panta Postse  These attacks,
assisted by continuous sorties of our Lir Fbrces2 s Were
successful and thojl: evening GenerallNasi surrendered with
all his forces; 11,500 Ttalions end 12,000 Africans, |
48 field guns a:nd AQO nachine-guns were captured? the
nurber of prisdne:g‘s grea.tiy exceeding the nmuiber of our
whole attocking force. ' \

Operations (meneral) of the R...F. and S.h.4.Fe during the
Gondar Campaign. :

The Royel Air Force (Sudan Command) comprising
Noels7 Squadron and the attaclied Free French Flights , and
the South African iir Force (Kenyo-Eest africa Command)

/directed

1. See pa.gé 22?2 infrae .
24 See page 224 infra. ‘ _ o
3: No.237 (Rhiodesian) Squadron, which had moved to Tady Helfa (see page‘w ‘
- " supra) maintained & series of patrols in the Kufre area in. co-operation
with No.6 (Pighter) Squedron (which had moved recently from Libya to
Kufre)e These two Squadrons took no part in the Gondar operations.

’
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directed their operations -as follows:- ' , f‘.\

(2) The R.A.F, (Sudan) Systematic bonbing of enemy

y : positions with the object of lowering the morale
and resistance of the enemy's garrisons.

AeCe Sowreyts (b) The S.A.AF. (Kenya-East Africa).

"Report on Air Ops, - v s ‘
¥R July to 31 Octe (1) Supporting the "patriot" forces surrounding

141, (AeHeBe II 37/ : : ,
7/2) ] enemy positions in the Gondar, Debarech and ™

IR

Wolchef'it arcass -
(2) Co~operating with Noe203 Group R.A.F. (Suda.n)
in the sys’cerhatio’bombing of enemy positions.’
(3) Giving close 'support to our ground forces
‘operating under the commend of the G+04Ce.,
. BeAe. Force, |
. (4) Destroying the last féw remaining enemy air-
craft, |
, - ’ In addition .to the above, operations included (as
formerly) Coastal defence o the Mombasa and Dasees-

Salaam areasl.

ggg o Strength of the S.A.AF.

| | | The aivcraft of the S.A.AF, availéblo for opera-
tions varied considerably in numbers due to deteriorabtion
of aifeady' aged machines, the withdrawal of aircraft to
the Union of South Africa, and the transfer of other
aircraft outside the Con.

Four Sele¢let'e Squadrons and one Flight were (‘\ .

- p

newinally available, namely Nose3, 15, 16 and 41 Squadrons,
and Noga3L. Flight (Ansons) which was employed in Coastal
reconnaissances Of these, Noe3 (Fighter) Squadron had

at the beginning of this period. a few Hurricanes and

/Gladiators,
1. From the middle of September the S.4.A.F. also maintained patrols of the
French Somaliland border (at the request of the GaQeCe, Eeds Force) to ~

assist the blockade by our ground forces of that colony. The S.A.A.F.

" units thus employed were placed under the operational control of the -A+«0eCo,
Aden. ) .
(Air H.Q. East Africa - Appendix "R" to Form S~ - Oct. 1),
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Gladiators, but on 27 August this Squadron (exéept one
Detachment left at Alomata) was withdrawn to Nanyuki |
(Ken&a) “and. ;t‘e-equipped with Mohavkse Noo3 Squadron
returned to Alomata ab the end of October (less one
Detachment o‘f Mohawks stationed at Aiscial) . |
Noe15 (Bomber) Squadron oﬁly made a few bombing .
operations with their two remaining Fairey T)a.tt;l.eg and
ceasedloperatihg by Ythe middle of Augustz. |
. Noe16 (Bomber) Sqﬁadron had at the .beginning of this"
~ period eight JU.86s but these aircraft were in poof'cohdi-
tion and generally unscrvicesble as they had been employéd
throughout the operations; some of them were, hgwever .
' employed in the Gondar area until the end of Selstember :

3

_ when they were transferred to Aiscia”, Towards the end

/ o o'f October 'l':he remaining aircraft b‘ectame unserviceable
and the Squah.dron‘was withdrawn to t1.1e Union of South |
Africa, ' . | .
Noolil (AeCe) Squadron was employed contimously
throughout the ‘opers;’cions.. o
The airqr'aft available for operations were:-
: ' Average Noe

Squadron or Tyoe of Aircraft of serviceable
Flight' - aircraft,

Noe3 Squadron Hurricane ) 2
‘ ~ Gladiator 3
-~ : o Mohawk _ 12

Noel5 Squadron . Pairey Battles 2
(This Sqdn, was with- B

draxm on 25 Aug, 41

as its aircreft had

become unserviceable)

/Mo, 16 Squadron

4=~ "I, Situated on the south-eastern boundary of French Somalilend. This Detachment
patrolled the French Somelilend border to assist the blockade (see footnote
topage 207 supre.) L . L
2, Their two aircraft were sent to (the new) No,70 0,T,U. established at
Nekuru (Kenya)e. (Air H.Qe East Africa, Form 540, Entry of 25 Aug. '4le
3, i,e, for the patrol duties on the French Somaliland borders ‘
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Averg._ge iy

Squadron of Flight [Type of Aircraft  of serviceable
o ' - B - Aircraft..
Noel6 Squadron - JU486s -3
(This Sqdn, was | - :
' taken over by Noe35
) - ~ Flight on 22 Aug,'h1)
\ Nos47 Squadron (Sudan Wellesleys ' 10
.Command) (This Sqdn.
ﬂ was based at Asmara
R (Britrea) with opera~-
- tionel Detachments at
' Alomata) . .
‘ TOTAL 7
Tbide The inclusion of No,47 Squadron (Suden Command)

came ‘abzoﬁt thus: -

In order to achieve close co-operatlon with the
Royal Air Force in the Sudan \opero.tlonal control of the
South African Air Force was transferxed in the early
stages ‘of the perlod .t0 Noe203 Group, R.A.F, from 3
August, " On 25 September, however, Eritrea was trans-
ferred to the (Kenya) East African Command and the
Gondar operations became the responsibility of that
Cormsnd, The ’A.S).c.-in-c., Middle Bast, then decided
that Air Headquarters East Africe should at the same
time take over a.:ir operations and No.s7 Squadron R.A,F.,
was placed under the control of ‘No,2 Wing, S.A.AF., at

(

Noe203 Group APPX D" Alomata, thereby ass:.s’c:.n.g to cowordinate the final
to Form 540, Entry of
16 Auge 'l gperations egainst Gondor, (The only other unit: of .
the Sudan Command employed in the Gondar opérations .
_ n‘exybly; the Free French Flight had been transferred to.
Demsscus in the middle of Mugust),

Dispositions of S,A. A F, Units.

At the 'beg:n.nn:mg of the per:.od. the S.A.A. F. Units

were da.sposed dhus:-

/ - /Squagron ar Flight
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Sguadron cx Flight Location

HeQe Noo2 Wing

HoQe and "A" Flight Noe3 Squadron Addis Ababa
HoQe Noo16 Squadron ‘

HeQe and "C" Flight Nos4l (A.C,)Squadron

"B" Flight No,3 Squadron ) - Kombolcha
"A" and "B" Flights No.15 Squadron )
HeQe and all Flights No,1l5 Squadron Mgato
"A" Flight Noe4l (AeCs) Squadron ] ‘Didessa
HeQe and Det, Noe34 Flight : Moriba.sa.
Detachment Noe3L4 Flight Dar-~es-

' Salzam,

Strength of the Itallan Air Force,

The est:.mated strength of the renma.nts of the
Italians'! aircraft in the Gondar area on 12 July vas:i-

CR. 32 (doubtful)

CR. 428 .

Che133 (doubtful)

Savoia. 79

(exclud.:x.ng, civil end transport
.aircraft.

I0TAL
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equalling :~ Bombers 2
' Fighters 3 (which were located on the Gondar
~and Azozo aerodromes and
satellites),

Terrlbory over which Operations were Conducted.

The Gondar area and the country covered by the
operations :are. situated in the northern highlands of |
Abyssinia, rising from the level of Lake Tana (5,800 feet)
to the western highlands of the Great Rift Valley, whence
the terrain falls rapidly to the lecvel of the Red Sea.
Alomata - the headquarters pf Noe2 Wing, S.A.A.F. for the

final assault on Gondar -~ is situated at a height of some

5,000 feet and Dabat - the nearest operational landing ground

to Gondar - is over 8,000 fect.
This rugged mountainous country with its heavy

rain fall was frequently veiled by low clouds which

hampered opera’cionsl.l-generally, including observations of

bombing results, reconnaissances and photography. In

fact, the operations of ouxr Air Forces were carried out
/over difficult



«2Lle
over difficult terrain and mostly in unfavourablé weather
conditions from bases approximately 6,000 to 8,000 feet ' r“\

sbove sea levels Noeh7 Squadron, R.A.F., was based at

Asmare. (Britrea) but maintsined operational Detachments

at Alomata, (The distance.between Asmara and Alomata

is epproximately 210 miles and that between Alomate and

Gondar is aﬁpréxjmately 130 miles).

Elan of Operationsg. , | : L S

During the period up to the early pért of November
when  the raiﬁs decreased sufficiently to allow the East
African (Ground) Force tmoli-concentrations to be
effected at requ:ire& pési’cions, the main objective was
to iceep the enénxy confined to the Gondar areas The
'f'patriot" ;_férces - established at key positions ~ gz:eatly'

assisted this objective by Harassmg the enemy's outposts,

trensport, and lines of commumication. Meanwhile

‘continued air attacks were made with a view to breaking

~ the enemy's morale and in the hope that the surrender of

the enemy!s forces 'would.result. In spite of the.

surrender of the garrisons at Debarech and Wolchefit

' (27 September) General Nasi's determination to hold out

at Gondar %o the last possible moment neceési‘ca’ced
offensive sction to clean up this lasf remaining strong-
hold of the enemy, -

I~1 th::.s operation the ta.sks of our Air Forces were:-

(1) Bombers. Action by bomber aircraft to facilitate ﬁ;
; -the advance of our ground forces by
demolishing buildings, camps, stores
e'bc.

(:.1) A.C. Aircraft, Reconnaissance by Army Co-—opera.t:.on
— for photogrephy and offensive action
against enemy pos:.tlons, either in-
dependently ‘or in close suppor’c of
Infrantrye ~

- (444) Fégh’cers. Protection of bombers by flgnter air-
oraft against enemy Lighter attack;
. dive~bombing, enemy positions and machine-
‘guming trenches, gun posts, troop
concentrations. etc.

_ L’)'

-/ Operafions
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Operations wore conducted meinly against buildings,

 supply dumps, M/T and trenchcs, attended on meny occasions

with considerable successe - Theto.erodromes at Gondar and
&zozo were attacked repeatcdly.

A Close Support Group, comprising Bomber, Army

~-Co-operation and Fighter aircreft was formed, with close

~ support Controls .operating with the 12th (4) Divisional

Advanced Headquarters and subsidiary formations.  Enemy

positions, tank traps and road obstructiomwere photographed
. by both Hartbees of Nog4l (AsC.) Squadron and Wellesleys

of Noak7 Squadron, ReieFe, as and when required by the

Army Commanders.,

Operations (in detail) of the R.A.F. during the Gondar

Campaign (July ~ November 1941).

'The two units of the Royal Air Force of the Suden

Commznd - No.47 Squadron and the Free French Flight -

which took part in the Gondar operations maintained almost
daily attacks on enemy strongholds and positions. On

6 July five Wellesleys of No,.7 Squadron made a level

a.,t“.b:a.ck on Gondar town from 4,500 fect dropping 5,500 1bse

of boubs and scoring direct hits on several buildings,
These attacks were fepeated' on 9 Julyby five W'e]fiesleys.
which were intercepted by a C4R¢32 from Azozo airport:
one of our aircraft was slightly dsmaged and the C.R.32
was believed to have been hit, On the same day two
Blenheims of the Free French Flight made a reconnaissance
of the Gondar area ond dropped 2,220 Ibse of bombse
On 15 July a single Blenheim bombed Azozo airport and
obtained a hit on the corner of a hangar: this attack
was repeated by another Blenheim on 18 July when the
same hanga:c‘ rec‘eived a direct hit; the Blenheim then
ﬁachine-gunﬁed M,T, on the Chelga=-Azozo road. On
i9 July five Wellesleys bombed an enemy cemp south of

- /Gondar in
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in the face of heavy mochine-gun and Breda gun fire, and -

- wn 21 July five Wellesleys made level attacks on Debarech

from 4,000 feet dropping 3,660 1bs, of bombs and obtaining

- direct hits on buildingse On 23 July two Blenheims

bombed. Gondar -and the airport at Azozo obtaining direct
hits on buildings; they then machine-gunned an enemy
armoured car and lorries on the Chelga-Azozo road,
‘ ';Meanwhile the Welleslcys had made several supply-m

oo’

dropping sorties to our ground forces in the Debarech

_area: on 12 and 13 July four Wellesleys dropped a total

of '500. 1bs, of ammunition end on 14, 15, and 16 July four -

: Wellesléys dropped food and stores. No enemy opposition

was encountered during theée overations,
At the beginning of August ,it was arranged that the

Royal Air Force (&udm) and “the South Africen iir Force

(Keny«..—Eaut Africa) Connands should co-operete in the

campaign, and (as alrca.dy sta ted ) on 3 August No.203

Group R.:W.F. (Suda.n) took over operational command of
the Seiebi.F, units.  On the following day (4 Migust),
at ’che request of No.203 Group, the S,;;.A.E‘. Squadrons
began. intensive opefations on Gondar, while Noe47
Squadron R.i.F. and the Free French Flight confined
their activities to the Wolchefit and Debarech areas.

© on 4 August three Wellesleys attacked the fort
at Wolchefit which was straddled by a stick of bombs &nd
hit by two heavy bombs from a low level dive. On the m
next day (5 August) threc Wellesleys bombed and machine=
gumed enemy POulth'nS in the Debarech area and hits
were obtained on ™qukls", buildings and trenches, and |

on the same day one Blenheim (of the Free French Flight)

" made an o‘f‘fensive reconmaissance ¢f the Gondar area end

scored t\vo direct h:Lts on bu:.ldmgs at the east side of’ /‘\

/the towns

1, On page 209 supra,
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the townl. This was the last operation in which the Free
French Flight engaged, as on 16 August it moved'to
Damascus. During the next four dsys the Wellesleys again
attacked the fort and enemy positions at Wolchefit, and
again from 13 to 19 August (inclusive). The attecks on
Wolchefit and Debcreéh were maintained almost every day
during the remainder of August cnd "che first week of
Sepfember. Thereafter. attacks were concentrated on the
Gondar - Azozo area which included a raid on 19 Septenber
when four Wellesleys bombéd enemy positions north of Azozo
aiifpor‘t from 2,000 feet with 12 x 250 1b, bombs all borbs
falling in the target area: vhotographs of this attack
were taken, On 26 September six ’x".Iellesleys dropped
100,000 Maria Theresa dollars for "patriot" troops at ‘the
villzige of Dankaz, e.nd on the return journey one of our
aircraft machine-gunned enemy troops at Debarech, Next
day (27 September) Debarech and Wolchefit were captured.

Meanwhile (as already statedl) on 25 Septenber Noe2
Wing of the South Africen Air Force had taken over the
operational control of No.47 Sguadron. Thereafter the
Wellesleys of this Squadron were employed‘in the Gondaxr
area (in co-operation with the S.A.A.F.) their activithes
including the making of photographic and offensive re=-
connaissances in addition to bombing attacks on enemy
positions, During the last week of the campaign NoeoL7
Squadron distinguished itself in two attacks, namely on
20 November when nine Wellesleys bbnibed succesgfully
enemy positions in the Ferosber® avea from heights
ranging from 3,300 to 4,800 feet, dropping 16 x 250 1b.
and 114 x 40 1b. bombs, and on 27 November (the dsy of

o ~ /the surrender

1. On page 209 supra.
2, Situated on the north-castern shore of Lake Tanae
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the surrender of Gondar) when three Wellesleys made
successful bombing attacks on enemy positions north of /’.\
Gondar tovm end at Deval, from heights ranging from (
3,500 to 4,000 feet, dropping 16 x 250 1b, and 24 x 40 1b.
bombs, These bombing operations evoked congratulatory
messages from the Commender of the 25th Bast African

Brigade and the A440.C., East Africa,

Operations (in detail) of the S.A.L.F. Kenya-Bast Africd™ D
Command. during the Gondar Campaign, hatd

Meanwhile the units of the South African Air

Force were concentrating their activities on the Gondar
area, On 14 July three JU.86s of Noel6 Squadron
attacked Gondar aerodrome and the Azozo airport dropping
3,480 1bs, of bombs which fell near Gondar fort amd the °
hangars and set a building on fire -at the north end of |
the aefoarome. Heavy LieAe. and pom-pom fire was eﬁ-
countered and one of our ai.rcraft made a forced landing
near Badinia2 s the crew escaping unhurte On 17 July

two JUe86s (with one Gladietor of Noe3 Squadron as pro-
tective escort) made a raid on Gondar and the Azozo air-
port but wére compelled to jettison their bombs on being
attacked by two CeRe42s. In the ensuing combat one of
our aircraft was holed» and the two C.R;l;zs were believed
to have been hit, Cn 20 July three JU.86s (escorted by
two Hurricanes) bombed Gondar and its aerodrome dropping
3,546 1bs, of bombs and setting fire to three buildings
at Gondar town and other buﬁ'.ldings on the aerodrome: (’:}
during this operation two C.R.llzs3 attacked the JU.86s
" which were all damaged slightly. Meamwhile the -
Hurricanes shot up another CeR.42 which was grounded
at the aerodrome, On 27 July two JU.86s (escorted by
one Iﬁzrx:icane), dropped 2,360 lbs. of bombs in one long

/stick across -~

1, Situated approx.b 7mles north-east of Gondar,
2+ Situated approxel7 miles south-east of Gondare
3¢ Probebly the same which had been encountered on 17 Julys.
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stick across Gondar from a height of 6,000 feet,

On 4 August twelve Hartbese of No. il (A+Ce) Squadron

(escorted by one Gladiator) and three JU.86's (escorted by

/ fvzo Hurricanes) made a series -of level and dive-bombing

attacks on Gondar and Azozo,. The Hartbees bombed from

© 9,000 feet, while the JU.86s divé~bombed, Direct hits ...

., were scored with one 250 1b, bomb and four 20 Ib. fbombé,

on the east side of Gondaxr town and fires were staxted in
buildings in the centre. of ithe town; enemy M,T, was -

machine-gunmed in a park .and on the road and three Asde

- +posts were put out of action: 6,760 lbs. of bombs were

droppeds Heavy pom-pom, Breda and machine;gﬁn fire was
encountered: one Hurricane failed to return and one
Hartbee made a forced landing while the Gladiator received

severe damage from the A.A. fire, On the following day

(5 Migust) nine Hartbeeé, three JU.86s, w0 Fairey Battles

(N_o.15 Squé.droh)‘ escorted by one Hurricane continued the
attack by level and dive-bombing enemy if,T,, troop con-

centrations, military, stores and buildings; 8,440 lbs, of
n :

_bombs were dropped. A nuuber of fires were started in

AG'ond.ar towm, and build.i.hgs were hit: 1igh‘c pom~pom and
machine~gun fire was encountered and one Hartbee failed t6

return, On the pext day (6 August) Gondar was again

 attacked by eight Hartbees, three JU.&6s and two Fairey

Battles (escdrted by one Gladiator): 7,600 lbs, of boumbs
were dropped and 3,800 rounds of ammmnition were fired,
direct hits on fhe nﬁli’ce;ry Headquarters, oil store and
other buildings being,obtained, Heavy pom-pom and Breda
Tire was encc‘mntered. The Hartbee missing from thg,
previous day's operations was located near Dich in a
badly demaged condition.

| | /The attacks



Air H.Q. East Africa.
Form 540 Entries of
22 and 25 Auge 'Ule

Entry of 27 Aug,. ,'I.;.l..”_

. .melt-
The attacks on Gondar, Azozo and nelghbour.mg

locallt:.es _Were.continued almost every day throughout

. the.ngonth:_of August and several.'bombing raids on Debarech

and Wolchefit were also carried oute The SeAsdeFs

vunit‘s were now somewhat depleted.as on 25 AuguSt No,15

Squadron was W:Lthdrawn, its armament of two Fairey Battles

~having become unserviceable, In the ‘meantime No.l6v
Squa,dron‘had been replaced'by Noe35 Flight which took

over the few JU.86s which were still serviceable from

that Squadron, On 27 August No.3 Squadron handed over

. their Hurricenes and Gladiators.to Nadsl (4.Cs) Squadron

with sufficient personnel to fly and maintain them, The
remainder of No,3 Squadron was then withdrawn to Nanyuki

(Kenya) where it was re-equipped with Mohawk aircraft, ‘

~and returned to Alomata on 31 October for the final

assault on Gondart,
On 25 August six Hartbees of No,4l (4.C.) Squadron

and two JU.86s of Noe35 Flight dive-bombed Wolchefit and

Debarech dropping 54920 1bss of bombs®s ., Thirty-two

direct hits were scored on enemy trenches, one hit on a

building at Wolchefit and one on Debarech fort, and 9,600

rounds of ammitibn were fired: considerable AeA. fire

~was encountered. On the seme day (25 August) three

Hartbees bombed an enemy M.Ts convoy at Badinia, dyopping

8 x 120 1b, bombs and 16 x 20 lb. bombs (total weight of

bombs being 1,280 1bs.). On 31 August two JU,86s

escorted by one Hurricane dive-bombed the village of

Casa Littorid from 5,000 to 2,000 feet; 2,360 Ibse of

“boubs were dropped and two direct hits obtained on a

warehouse, one on a cross-roads. and three on other -
buildings and two on houses: four enemy MJTe vehicles -

moving towards Gondar wére mach1ne-g1mned.
/During the

le Less one detachment of Viohawks stationed at Aiscia for the French Somaliland

blockade, -
2+ The bombs were: 8 of 250 1bs, 22 of 120 lbs, and &y of 20 lbse - (total

s5 92

0 le.)

Faated between Gondar and Azozo.,.
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During the first half of Septenber almost deily
" attacks were msde on Wolchefit and Debarech end on 16; 18
ond 20 September phetbgraphic meonnaiss'ances were made
of the Kulkaber-Feroaber areas by JU.86ss On 24 September i
two Hartbees made a photograph:cc reconnaissance of De'barech
C " and corrected shell bursts for our Artillery which was
sheiling enemy positions, On 26 September (the day be-
fore the capture of Wolchefit and Debarech) three Hartbees
bombed and mach:ine-—gunne;i enemy trenches, huts and sus-
pected gun positions at Debarech (dropping 900 lbs. H.E. N f-
~ and 300 Ibs, of incendiaries and firing 2,500 rounds), #
and two Hartbees reconnon.tred Wolcheflt and dropped a
‘ - message on our forward troops with information as to
negotlat::.ons for an armistice, On 29 Séptember two
Hartbees escorted by two Glud:.g,tors dropped pamphlets in
Italian and Amharic over Gondar, Chelga, Azozo, Feroaber
and Gorgora, a.nd; next day (30 September) .three Hartbees
dive~bombed. and machine-gunned a large concentration of
enemy “trenches near Be.mbelcl dropping 840 lbs, of H.E,
bombs and 300 lbse of incendiaries, The area appeared to
be strongly occupied and lig’flt A.A, Tire was encountered,
On 10 October two Hartbees again attacked Bambelo firing '
500-rounds. of - ammunition.at machine-gun posts light
machme—gun fire was encountered.
- At the end of September the JU,86s of No.35 Flight
- . were transferred to Aiscia® and there remained only Noe3
| A.C, Sowrey's . (Fighter) Squadron and No,Ll (VA.C.) Squedron for the
"Report on Air Opse ' ‘
LeEsAe 12 July to Gondar operationse These Squadrons Were '@md to for-
31 Octe ‘41,
(A.H,Bs IT J7/7/2). werd, areas for the f:.nal 'attacks on Gonder and were

d:Lsposed as follows :

T | /Unit_of Squadron

-~ ' |
. l. Situated approx, 12 miles north-east of Gondar.
2s ises for the French Somaliland blockade,

t
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Unit . or Squadron A Location
Advanced No,2 Wing ' ) ) .
A" Flight Detochment - ' - Debat

Nos3 Squadron (3 Gladiators)
"C" Flight, No4kl Squadron

HeQ« No,2 Wing ‘ 3 ‘

HeQe and "A" Flight, No.3 Squadron Alomata
"B" Flight, No4l: Squadrond '
H.Qs Nos4l Squadron ' - ' Addis Aboba

The largest offensive during October took place

on the 17th when seven Hartbees, four Gladiators and one

a :for_t_ and huts in five waves dropping 7,810 lbs, of |
bqnibs:, sixteen direct hits ﬁere scored on the fort, On
the next day. (18 October) four Haﬁ_:bees repeated this
attack dropping 800 lbs, of H.E, cnd 660 1lbs, of
incenéiary bombs: da:rect hits were obtained on eneny
trenches and tents, and photographs were taken,s On

2. October two Glo.aiators on patrol attacked and shot
dovm in fl:.meo 2 CyRe42 neor Do.b t, c.nd. on the next day
(25 October) two Hartbees (escorted by one G-ladiator)'
bombed enemy trenches and huts at Gurenba’ , dropping
800 .‘lbs. of bombs and firing l,Z;.OO rounds of ammnition.
<Other targets at this period J.ncluded enemy positions at
Deva., Mag_,lvez Sanal* and Ambazzo. |

Strength of the S,4A, A.F. in Abyssinia on 3 Novem'ber 194,

s ' 2 ‘
Hurricane raided Ambazzo™ and dive~bombed enemy trenches,

On 3 November the-strength of the South African

Porce Squadrons in Abyssinia was as follows:-

, , ' | /"A" Flight

1.

24
3.
b

"B" Flight Detachment of Noe3 Squadron (3 Moha.wks) was besed at Alsc:La
for the French Somallland blockade (see poge 208 sugra).

Situated approx, 2— miles west of Bambelo,

Situated mid~way between Gorgora. and Azozo, °

S:Ltuated approximately 10 miles north—east of Gondar, C

O
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‘ ' ¢ of "~ No, of . No, of
o - Adreraft Aircraft = Aircraft

Sarvicesble

] E‘l;u.gh’c, - Moha 10 10

' Nerrative of Northern No.3 Squadxnn Gladiator ' L : 3

Ops. Entxy. of
l NOVQ' ’).]l.

~Hutricane 1 A

v Fln.gh’c - Mohawk 5 2
No.3 S@adron ‘ '

No.Z(J. Squeamn Hartbees : .25
. (all Flights) - ' 15

INE .

The -absence of heavy bombers (since the withdrawal of the

JU «86s of No,35 S@uadron) was compensated by the co=-

. operation of the Wellesleys of Nook7 Squadron R.A.F. of

the Sudan Gormnand..

. Operat:.ons Apaitist the Wajirate,

: . In the meantime a notive tribe known oo thb Wejirete
hf.l 'boon giving trouble in the Desoic cxea and on 3%, .
Optober it was decided that offencive adr action might be
necoapsayy in comoporation with our ground forcos, more
oppaciolly ns somo 200 of -the Danckil) tribe ha.d bacn killed

by Wajirotes, 5,000 of vhom were moving towards Batic,

- "B" Flight of Nogil (£.C.) Squadrcn wms therefore sont to
- Korbolcha on 2 Novorbor to opercte dgeinst the Tajirctos.
- Howover ‘these trificumen could not be located ond on 5

Novaubey ‘ohe B‘ligut xo’ctu'nod to Alomato, : .
Final Qgcra’cionp Gondcr.

By & Novom'bcr our ground froces wore cloding in
from the oouthwent on the Kulkeborwlervcher pooitions.:
vhilst "potriot" foxce:hnd now. oceupicd a ridge betiomm
these. two pleces. To Hoxtboos ottocleed enchy positions

" in this m:.ghbom‘hood noor the Jotty on Loke Toana and

scared o Gircet hit on the Jotty .l two dircet hits amiag

) tonts and ’croncbc.a in the torgot aroci photogre phs viore

trkon but 1o ecnory moveront. was dioclized, On thc sems
dn;r two othor Hoxtbees borbod luts nnd LT, ot Dovas noox

-migses vore regiotoreds On 6 Nowiler the attock on $he |

Forocher Jotty wms mpcatod Ty throe Hextbees vhiich

- dxoppod 1,920 1bs, of borba scoring hits on the Jubly and

on chouy pqaltunu on o fortificd hilloci: vhich were aluo
mochincwgumods - On tho noxt doyr (7 Nover bcr) thrco «

Hextbeos "ttaalccd tho stmo targots, ond ono:y positions
ot Dove, Azozo ond Teddal (fyon whenco heovy antiemairorcft .

fire wou cmoimtc_afdd)‘.. wore mechino-gunncd.s.

On 8 Novenber No.3 Squadron made its f‘irst ' '», .

- offenstvossitiselite/fe-equiipment when three Mohawks atta.cked.

- enemy. pos:n.t:.on's “in’ the Magiveg-Sena area: 600 lbse of'

bonbs.. were' dropped- a4 2 direct hit was scored on &

[ouilding

1, Situsted approx, _101 miles south of Gondar,

e
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building west of Sonc, . Enemy gun positions and

’cmnchés along the hills in the' area were observed, and R
machine~gunned, and 8,000 rounds of ammnition were fired
at a la:'cge. stack of shells, and five mach:hie-—gm posts
were silenced by the ‘fJ::t‘e of our aircraftes On the same
doy this area was also attacked by two Hartbees: 1,280
lbs. of bombs ,w.ere dropped which soo;ad diré_ct hits on -
" enemy” trenches; and other trenches on the slopes of the | e
ridges at Sana and Jfanahoi were machine-gunned, During '
the next three days attacks were made on Deve, Anmbazzo,
Sana and Ferosber by the Mohawks and Hartbees.
| On 11 November 'thii;ty sorties were n‘xade during
' the» J.aréest air gperations wh:u.ch had yet been carried
out against Gondar, The targets included enemy positions
| at Ambazzo, Chelga, Deve, Gorgora and Jangua (on the
Géndzr-Gorgo;‘_a road) where large enemjr. concentratiéﬁé
'were re_portéd. Direct hits were registered and heavy
casualties to troopslwere:mflicted, and trenches, gun
positions, huts eand boats (6n the shore of Lake Tana)
- were iﬁachine-gunned. .Three‘H;rbbees dropped 1,440 1bsa
| .o,f- bombs on an enemy camp at Jangua, and direct hits were
scored on enénxy enplacezx;ellts‘ and trenches at Azozo, On
the next day (12 Novenber) nineteen sorties were made on
Eeroaivef by six Mohawks, seven Hartbeecs and six
- Wellesleys (of' NoW4.7 Squadron, R.A,ﬁ,) in preparation
for an Infantry attack: 10 170 lbs, of bombs were
dropped., direct hits be:_ng obtained on enemy camouflaged
huts and gun—enplacements. In add:Lt:Lon, three Hartbees
dropped 1,440 1bs, of bombs at the Meghec Rivert and
three -other Hartbees attacked Gorgora,’ |
Dur:mg the next few days the attacks against
~enemy pasitions were maintained including attacks on’ , o

Y/ Chelga, Dabat

l. This i'iver flows near Gohda:c';, from Még’ivez to Ta,q.da.

~
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Chelga, Dabat, Feroaber and Kulkaber, and a tactical
reconnaissance of the M:.nzerol Azozo roads On
17 November, in pmpara’cion for a major attock by our ground

forces in the Gondar area, a continuous air attack was
v

- made on enemy positions from Ambazzo to Azozo, Forty-five

sorties were made ,' twenty-four by Hartbees, twelve by

Mohawks, and nine by Wéllesleys of No.47 Squadron, R.A.F,

The attack began at 06.20 hours when three Haxrtbees dropped

l 668 1bs, of bombs on enemy pos:.tlons round Sa.na. At

” 06.35 hours three- Hartbees dropped 1,215 1lbs, of bombs at

Anibazzo, all bombs falling in the target area which was
also machine-gunned, At 07,20 hours three Wellesleys
bombed Azozo ‘and Gonder dropping 2,960 1bs. of bombs

on buildings' and huts, and at | the same ‘time three Mohawks
dropped 600 lbs, of bombs on tﬁe’ same targets, One hour
later .another three Mohawks attacked Deva with 600 lbs,
of bombs on enemy tents, trenches and huts, and exploded
axrmmition dumps by ma.chlne-gun fires Three Hartbees
also attacked Deva dropping 2,040 lbs. of bombs and
nmchine-—g,mniﬁrig the whole arcae 'At 08430 hours three
Wellesleys dropped: 3,000 1bs, oi bombs on the same target,

all bombs falling among enomy pOB:Lt:.ons. At 10435 hours threc

Hortbees attocked enemy positions at Larei with 1,096 lbs.

of bombs and machine-gun fire, u.nd at the same time three
}Ig;*tbees borbed Ambazo dropping &0 lbs. of bonbs and
scoring eight direct hits on enemy trenches which were
alsb machine-gunned, Three nglesleys made. another
attack on Gondar and Ambazo with 2,960 lbs, of bombs:
a building in Gondar was destroyed, At 11,30 hours
three Mohavs'rks repeated this attaclé dropping 600 lbs.
of bombs and scoring two direcf hits on a (émswmd)
ammnition dump east of Azozo , and machine-gunned the
Power Station at Gondar. At 14400 hours three Mohawks
| o /borbed

l. Situated approx. 15 miles south-ecast of Azozo,.
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hours three Hartbees attacked Def‘lecha W:Lth 1,120 l'bs.

" of-;bomb;_;; sikteen of these fell. wide but thirty-two fell

~ among. enemy ‘j_bos:'.tions;.‘ An hour later three Hartbees '

bombed and machine-gunned enémy positions at Sana, -
causing da.magé. The last raid of the day was made by

three Hartbées on the enemy’ positions at Am'bauo' 1,138

“lbse of bom'bs' were dr0pped and a "Blackshirt" troops!' -

camp received a direct hite © During these attacks a
total of 10,880 lbss of bombs were dropped.
In the afternoon and evbning of 20 November Qur_'

troops attacked the Fei"c;ébér‘—Kulkaber positions, and in

bpreparation of this assault continuous. attacks were

delivered by our Air Forces from 06,30 hours, Forty-

"four sorties were made, seventeen by Mohewks, eighteen

by Hartbees and nine by Wellesleys of Nowh7 Squadron,

ReA Pl These sorties were éqnfined to the Kulkaber
Pass and the Ferocber Ridge; extensive damage was in-

flicted on enemy trenches, fortifications and huts.

During these sorties a total of 20,166 lbs. of bombs

were: droppeds . In addition to these attacks three

. Ha:c*tbees droppédl 1,528 lbs; of bornbs on an enemy camp

west of Chelga, all bombs falling in the barget area,

\

These hea.vy atta'cks made by our Air Forces on

.17 and 20 November - in addition to other air attacks
,carr:l.ed out almost every day - greatly demoralised the
~enen5r. The:r "Regla Aeronautlca" had already been
a‘nnih:i.larl:ed.3 and except {or their anti-aircraft fire they

‘had no means of replying to our aeriel onslaughts.

/On
- Le See pag\, 4¥;. supra,
2s at that period and in that countrys
. SeleAeFs War 3. las‘c Italian aircraft to operate in East Africa

Diary Narrative
of Norther Ops.e

Entry of 22 Nove'lle

Was a CeReli2e On 22 November it machine-gunned our
.7 kroops at Dabat when the CeReda, Iaeut.-—col. Ormsby,
was killed.’

N, .
. .
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On 21 Novcmber qur ground. forces goined the
Kulkeber R:Ldgc and dur:’:ng‘ this and the next two days our

aircraft a.tta.ckcd Kulke.bor, Ferocber, Gondar, Azozo,

Chelga, Dabat, Gorgora and Anbozzoe On 2l November the

main ta.rget for our A:Lr Forcos was Colonel Torrelli's

- 'Mobl_'l.e Brlgo.de wh:.ch occuplod four camps bchreep Gond.ar

~-and Azozoe These ccmps were ‘l'ttc.ckcd in severa.l .,ortles

by Hartbees which storted fircs and inflicted conulderable
casualtics on encmy troops. |
On 26 November the' final assoult on Gondar wos

fixed for the next morning, end in preparation of' this

- operation four Mohawks‘; Six Hortbées e.nd one Gladiator

© - made sort:Les on Ambc Z0, Azozo, Gond.ar Sana -and ‘vL'lalbul.

Eight d:n.roct hits were, scored on enenty gun DO.:ltlon-a ‘-o.t
'\Ealdloa., six d.lrect hlt werce reglstored on buildings in
GontLr und huts, tents cnd trcnches were straddled north--
West of the tovm.

On 27 November thc 1ast dzxy'“ acricl offensive in
the East African Cc.mpg.:l.gns began w:Ltn pt.trols by M Nohawks
and Hartbees over the Gonder a.rea., Our grouno. forqes.
broke through the outer defonces of the Gondar 'stronghoid :
and captured the wnole arca :.rwcluclmg Gondar m “the ‘north

and Azozo in the pouth. Dur:l.n(r 'thlo operation eight

" Mohawk c, Sixteen Har*beo snd. six WcllesleJ sorties were

made in close support of our troops 12,5k 1bs. . oi‘ _
bombs 'be:mpr dropped. These sorties contlmz?f& throughout
the day, the enemy maintaining light to hc,avy .H..A. f:.re s N

ﬁntil the evéning, when our troops penetrated into

- G-ondar end General No.Sl was forced to SUTTENGEY .

a

\!Ieg..nwhlle the eney outposts at Chelg'l and. Gorgors.
wére unaware of the surrender of Gondar and on the next
ésy (28 Noveniber) tviv;o Hartbees flew to these places
’ ’ - /aﬁa. e C..;.;, E

le STRoted approx. 55 miles south-east Of 'Gond';-"r.
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‘and dr d L s nformi i |
opped messages™ informing the garrisons that .
Gondar hod fallen, The gerrisons thereupon capituleted -
and their surrender termincted hostilities of the East
Africen Campaignse

Summary of Bomber Sorties etc. by the R.AJF. (Sudan
Cameand) from 16 April to 27 November 19414

AJCo Slattexr's = | During the per:Lod of Phase III the Royal Air Force
"Brief Summaxy of 7
Air Ops, in the of the Sudan Commsnd carricd out more than 600 bomber

Sudan etc, June 40 - :

Moy '41." (AJHeBs  sortics (of which approximately 400 were made in the
II J7/2) and v : ‘
No4203 Group Records. period 16 April to 31 Mey) 'in addition to numerous

. reconnoisse nces and Da.trols.

Summary of Boriber Sort:.ou etc, by the S.h.A;I’. (Kenye~ - -
Bast Ai‘rloa,ConmL.nd) from 7 April to 27 Novenber 1941,

Compiled from Air During the period of Phase III the South African

H.Qe Bast Africa : . .
Records, - Air Force of the Kenya (Bast Ai‘rica) Comaond carried out

./
some 970 bomber sort:.es ond 931;. reconnaissances, The

total" we:.ght of bombs dropped dur:.ng these cmera'b:.ons
was approxinmately 200 tons,

Aircraft Lossese

AsCe Sowrey's “Report . The estimated fnumber3 of enemy aircraft destroyed
on Air Opse I,Eeds
6 April - 11 July "“41- dur:u_ng the cbove, period was some 20 bormbers, 14 fighters,

and 12 July =
31 Octe Wl 1 Transport, 1 Reconnaissance and 2 unidentified aircrafts

(A¢HoB. II J7/7/l & 2).
Our ovm aircraft destroyed by eneur action for

the same period were 7 bombers, 5 fighters and 3 AeCe
, a:'roraft.
A.C. Sowrey's "Report Although our au'czmit casucliies would appear to

on Air Opse LeEJdie
12 July - 31 Octe'ld. be high in relation to 'the availsble enemy air 0pp0°1t10n,

(AeHoBoIT 5777/2) |
numerous low level at‘c'wck.a were pressed home in the
face of intense machJ.n -gun and Breda~gun fire. At
one period our a:]icraf’c losses viere considered to be
out of proportion to the re'sults obtained cnd instruc-

tions were issued to Noe2 Wing to conserve aircraft for

bse nt- mtenalve operati ono.
subseqe peratl /GENERAL

le The message to the garrison at (molga. was written by General Nasi himself,

"2« Including the Fre FTenc,h Flight,
e Therg 1s some ’g ag to ‘thégexact figures, In A.C. Sowrey'f' Y"Report on

Lir Ops. T,B.A. 6 dpril = IL July fulof 1 Dece 'hl, two different sets of

:Cn.gures are gilven on pages LA an

)
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GENERAL SUMMARY OF PHASE III,

. The assistance which the Royal Akir Force and the

i Sou‘bh A.'E'rlca.n Air Porcé rendered in the operat::.ons dur:mg

Phase IIT was, as in the earller Phases of the East Afrlcan

- Campaigns, of Vthe.i"n;cst :an,orta.nce. The advance of our

ground forces on Dessie, the capture of Anmba Alagi and

. surrender of the Italian Viceroy, the Duke D'Aosta, the two

SQAQAoFo War Diary.

Narrative of
Northern Ops.

Entries of 28 Nov.v

4l

battles of the Lakes a.nd‘ sub.sgquen’c surrender of General
Gazerra at Gaxr'ibela, gnd the f:.nal assault and capture of the
Ttaliard last stronghold of Gandar owed much of their
success to the untiring energy and skilful opera’cibns of
the men of the Royal end South Africen Air Forces. It
can, indeed, be safely assumed that without the co-operetion
of the R.A.F. and Seled F, these secondary campaigns would
at least have 6ccupied many more months of monoeuvring and
fighting by our ground forces; and it.is more than probable
that their successful oﬁtcome could not have been aocom-
plished with the comparatively slender forces at out
disposal and owing to the very difficult terrain over which
the operations had to be conducted. These difficulties
were -t_o a large extent overcome by the vigorous attacks '
from the air to which - since the virtual ammihilation of
their Air Force = the Italians had no longer an effective
method of reply.

A.s an 1nd.1cat10n of the esteem in Whlch the Army

Commanders held the Air Forces, the following paragraph )
1

- frém an Order of the Day by Major-General Fowkes™ after

the capture of Gondar may be mentioned:-
| "The Gondar Fortress ‘was & tough mrt, and the shell
took some cracking, 'Let no one thirk that this - '
or that unit or this or that operation was the

decisive factor,  All arms and una.ts contrlbuted

/thezr

T. Comuending the T2th (A) Division.



L ;i ¢
| ; -227.-
their full share to this success eveons Let us . ~
' also remember our brothers in the air who so - k
_ gallant]y responded. to the" ca.lls made on them,"
and Lieut.~General Wetherall, Go0.Ce, Bast Africal,
c2id o the A.0.C., Bast Africa Commandi-

" am now at Gondar. ' T hear on 21l sides of the

splendid and gallant work carried out by the Air ™
i Forces esesss No task was too d_'l.fflcul't, no day
too 1ong. Best thanks from the Army and n;yself.
» -
f v
/GENERAT, SUMMARY
\ “ .. | . ' . 2.
e — — &

1.’ Gen.Wefhe}r,all had succeéded Gene Cunningham as Ge0eaCe .
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GENERAL SUMMARY OF THE OFPERATIONS OF THE
ROYAL AND SOUTH AFRICAN ATR FORCES*.

At the beginning of the conflict the primary
responsibilities of our Air Forces were to keep inviolate
the dl-i@ortwt Red Sea route for our shipping, to
destroy hostile air beses, aircraft, ports and naval and
mercantile ves.sel;s;2 ,.and to assist the operations of our
ground ‘forces in every manner possible. These dutics were
performed successfully by our Air Forces although for
several months they were inferior both in nurbers and
ﬁ types of aircraft to the Italian "Regia Asronautical,

During this period (covered by FPhase I of this monograph)
the Italians. learned to their cos% the striking power of .
our bombers which, though few in number and unprotected

for lack of fighters, made continual raids upon their
aerodromes and a:r‘senaj.'s in Abyssinia, Eritrea and
Italian Somaliland, and daily patrols and offensive
reconnaissances.over the Red Sga and its African shore.
These assaults, and the toll in aircraft which our Air

- ; Forces levied upon the enemy, were strong contributory
factors to the largely ineffectual attacks which the
Ttalians made against our territories. Their only
conquest - and that a temporary one - was of British
Somalilend which they owed to the overwhelming numbers
of their land forces against a totally inadequate number
of Empire t;*oopsfor whome aerial assistance had to be
supplied from the few R.A.F. Squadrons at Aden. The
absence of any protected aerodrome.; in British Somaliland
forced our aircraft to operate from Aden -~ a distance of
200 miles - which greatly hampered th.eir effort and

precluded the all-important maintenance of close

/contact

T1, Including Noe.23/ (Rhodesian) Sqdn,
« 2 Especially submarinegs ‘
5¢ Two aerodromes existed, namely at Berbera and Laferyg, but they were
~ quickly made untenable by eneuy bombardment largely owing to ack of
sufficient ground defencesa
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¢ontact with the'-m.ilf.Ltaiy situatﬂ.on.l Nevertheless, :l.n
spite of the ma.ny difficultics with vhich they had to
contend, the R.A.F. Squadrons at Aden gave their uﬁnost
assistance to the support of our ground forces; their
efforts evc;ked'. the thanks of General Wavell, who expressed s
Gen, Wavell's . himself as "decply grateful to Air Vic-Marshal Reid and
Despatch "Ops. in
Somaliland 1939-40". to the Royal Air Force at Aden".
(AdHeBe II J7/3)e ‘
In the opinion of the Narrator the absence of any
R.A.F., units in British Somaliland was an unfortunate
circumstance, for had the}.'e been a few Bomber, Fighter ond
Army Co-operation aircraft based in the Protectorate (and
some éfficiently protected aerodromes fron wich to operate)
the Ttalian attack on British Somaliland might have becn
frustrated, or at least held up sufficiently to allow
reinforcements for our troops (assuming that any could
have been spared) to have been sent therc.
During the second phase of the campaigns the
scene changed entirely., The advent of rcinforcing Air
Units, and espc;ciellgr of the Hurricane aircraft for the
S,A.A.F., gave our Air Forces (though still inferior
numerically) sufficient strength and armement to achieve
air superiority over the Ttalian Air Force upon which the
conqueét of Eritréa, talian Somaliland and Abyssinia so
greatly depended.  Among the exploits of our Air Forces
thei:é‘ assistance in the capture of Keren - the vital
factor 1n the conguest of Iritrea - and the havoc which
they wrought to the énemy Air Force at Addis Ababa ~
the culminating episode of the wholesale destruction of
tlie "Regia Aeronautical - rank as outstanding achicve~
ments of our aerial operationse There can be no doubt
wanatever thet the successful assault of Kercn and the

/spectacular

1% That period and for the type of aircraft witn which the Aden bomber
Squadrons were equipped, a distance of 200 miles from their basc to the
sphere of operations was a very real handicap and did mch to minimise the
strength of their attacks. '
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spectacular drive by our troops through Italian Somaliland
and Abyssiniz (against encmy forces mony times their own
muiber who were equipped with numerous ond powerful
artillery end werc generally ensconced in .strong defensive
positions)_ could not have been accomplished but for the
"Close-suPPOlI‘t"l rendered by our Air Forces cnd their
contimal e.né. hea.vy attacks upon enény aerodromes and
aircraft. Nbreover, the assistonce which the Royal
and South African Air Forces gave to the Ab-ssinian
"patriots" not only encouraged this movement to & very
greét extent but produced a corresponding decline in the
morale of the Italions and stimulated the desertion of
many hundreds of their Colonial (native) levies.

In the operstions for the re-conquest of British
Somaliland the Aden Squadrons of the Royal Alr Force
ployed an importont part by carrying out offensive rc-
connaissances and bombing raids of enemy aerodromes
pﬁor to our assault, and by preventing enciy aircraft from

interfering with the landing of our troops. They 'also
assisted in the esteblishment of a base for our ground
forces at Berbera, Purthermore, at the capture of the
important enemy Naval base of Assab the Aden units of
the Royal Air Force repeated the activities which they
had carried out in British Somolilend and T ereby did
mich to enéﬁre the successful issue of the attacks

During the third and closing phase of the East
African Cempaigns the Royal and South African Air Forces =
though now depleted in strength owing to our nerial
requirements in other theatres of war - maintained the
high standard which they had sho.wn throughout the
previous phases of the conflict. They destroved the
{ew remaining aircreft .of the Italien Air Force, and in

/the pursuit

T, "Close-support" here includes the bombing and mechine—gunning of troops,
gun positions and transporte
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the pursuit of the enemy after the fall of Addis Ababa our
squadrons co-operated with our ground forces to .the fullest
extent, T}ae victory of the Komvolcha Pass (Dessic) and
the capture of the well-niéh impregneble fortress of Anba
Alogi owed much to the &% = of our ocircroft end b the
dororalising offect hieh these pfoduced upon the cnellye
Throughout the battles ‘of the Iekes the Royal and
South African Air Forces continued their co-operation in
addition to assisting the "patriot"' forces, and they also
made repeated attacks on enemy strongholds in A srssinit,
By this time the Italian Air Force was practically
exterminated and the onslaughts of our aircraft - uninpeded
by enemy opposition from the air - hastened the surrcader
of General Gazzers at Gambela.
Tn the final operations against Gondor our air

Forces operated together in daily bombing attacks cnd
pleyed a great part in lowering still f‘j.lrther the Italions?
now rapidly declining morales During thc last week of
' the assault our aircraft intensified their attacks, and on
the day of the Tinal battle (27 November) they were over-
head all through the day giving encouragement to our

Va)

troops and harassing the last despairing efforts of the
enerny e .

The work of the Royal and South African Alr Forces
in the Bast African Campaigns will have an honoured place
in the history of the second World War, not only from the
achievements which they accomplished but also from the
spirit of auty, self-sacrifice and high endeavour cvinced.
by 2ll ronks of British, South African :nd Rhodesian
personnel whi‘ch united them in a bond of rmtual gc.>od.-
comradeship and of a common loyalty to the cause which

they served.

)

)
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APPENDIX "A"

LOCATION OF UNITS IN THE SUDAN ; KENYA AND 'ADIE'I\T AS AT

Other Units

Armoured Car Section
 Equipment and Supply Depot
R.AF,. Hogpital

Station Headquarters, Kheymekser .

Station Headquarters, Sheikh Othman

248

Heedguarters, British Forces in Ads

[

[

1l JUNE, 1940,
_UNIT : EQUIEMENT LOCATION _
SUDAN
Saquadrons ‘
NoeL7 Squadron (B) Wellesleys Erkowit
"D" Flight Nos47 Squadron’[ (».C.) . Vincents Khartoum
No.223 Squadron(B; : “Wellesleys Summnit
Noe 14 Squadron(B Wellesleys Port Sudan
' Noe112 (F) Squadron (1 Fliglit)?f @ladiators Surmit
Other Units .
Station Headquarters, Khartoum
Noe254 Wing - Erkowit
Headguarters, R.ie.F, Sudan® - Khartoum
KENY A
Noe 1 éF Squadron S.A.A.F, " Gladiators Nairobi
Noesll (B) Squadron S.ie.d.H . Battles Nairobi
Noel2 (B) Squadron S.A.4:F. JU 486 Nairobi
No,237 Rhodesian Squadron(A.C,) - Hardys (and Nairobi -
Lysonders) |
Noel Flight K.A.AU. Various types Nairobi
Noe2 Flight K.AeAWU, Verious types Nairobi |
Noe3 Flight K.A.AWU. Various types Morbasa
Station Headquarters, Nairobi
Brigade Headquarters, S.d.4.F,
| TANGANY TKA
Air Defence Unit Dar-es~-Salaam
ADEN
Gladiators Sheikh Othman
Noe203 (GR) Squadron . Blenheim IV Kh&:makssrgﬁideng
Nos 8 (B) Squadron Blenheim I Kharmexsar(Aden
(end Vincents) '
No, 39 (B) Squedron Blenheim I Recently arrived

from India
Steamer Point

.Steamer Point
Steamer Point

i

Steamer Point

# Afterwards mown as No,430 Flight

Afterwards known as "K' Flight

' # texrwards renamed No.203 Group
(The above is exccorpted (with some amendments

AJCeMy Longmoret!s Despatch Moy - Decezriber 1.940.

m Appendix "B" of
JL.H.B. ]I Jl/?).
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| |  APPENDIX "B"
\ ESTTTED ORDER OF BATTLE ~ ITALIAN AIR FORCE
- ‘ TTALLIN EAST ~FRICZ 45 ON 1. JUNE 1940,
- GRUDPT SQUADS — RS 7 TOCITION
Noulds (Bomber) ' 6 Ciell3 4nd Se79 | ADDIS IBABA
HeQe, ADDIS ABABL 7 | CAs133 and S.73 ADDIS iBABA (Abyssinia)
No.25 (Bomber) 8 ' | Chel33 MOGADISHU  (Ttelien
HeQ. ;” MOGADISCHU 9 CA4133 MOG-ADISHU Somaliland)
P~ No.28 (Bomber) 10 | s.81 GURA
HeQe GURA ‘ 19 | 8.81 GURA - (BEritrea)
No«26 (Bomber) 11 CA.133 GONDR (Abyssinia
HeQs GONDAR 13 CAe133 BAHAR DAR EAbyssinia
L1 Clel33 * | GONDAR Abyssinia
Nosk (Bomber) 1 CA,133 and S.8L | DIREDAWA
H.Q., DIREDAVA 15 CA«133 and Se8L DIREDAWA (Abyrssinia)
No.27 (Bomber) 18 CA¢l33 and S.81 DESSIE
H.Q. DESSIE 52 Chel33 and S.81 DESSIE (Abyssinia)
Noel (Land Reccos) 34 | RO,1 MOJJO (Abyssinia)
HeQe ADDIS ABABA 110 . | RO.37 bis Section Noel at DIREDATA
: o and
Section No.2 Detached to
ASSAB,
NoJl9 (Borber) 61 CAJL33 | JTMA S
HeQe JTUMA e Chel33 Jooia - (4byssinia)
Noe29 (Bomber): ) S.8L ADDIS ABABA
| HeQs ADDIS ABABA - 63 Se61 ADDIS ABABA (Ao*rss:l.nle_.)
Noe3l (Bomber) , 65 - CAel33 _ NEGHELLI (Abyssinia;
HeQo NEGHELLI 66 CAel33 - YAVELLO (Aprssinia
7 Noe2 (Bomber) 118 CA133 and S.81 ASSAB (B trea)
H-Qo ASSAB . ’ Sy
Fighter Squadrons | 118 CR.32 GURA  (Britres)
410 (Ré32 DIREDAWA Abyssinia
411 - | CR.32 ADDIS ABABA Abyssinia
312 - CR.42 .| GURA temporari];yg Eritrea
13 CR42 GURA(temporarily ) (Britrea
Staff CAL33 & Se79 ADDIS ABABA (Abyssinia)
Staff CAel33 ASMARA ~ (Britrea)
Staff | Chel33 MDGADISHU (Italien
' ’ Somaliland)

| : -
(The ohove is exccrpted f_‘rom.No.25l.. Winz, Ops Instruction Noel)s

-
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NOTE ON BOMBING ATTACKS AGAINST MASSAGR

(1- rom Lir Cowodore Slattorts "Bricf Swmary of iir Operations
in the Suden cte,"  LeHdBe 'II J7/2),

Like a.ll other’ target.., :»hssam. was ottacked by

formations of bombers (up to a Squadron in streng th) by day at

~ the beginning of the caipaign, These -attecks became somewhat

costly in aircroft and crews due to eneny fighter opposition

and A.he gunfire and were dropped in fayour of night bombing

© .. by individual aircroft.

The fomat'ionvs‘,“adopﬁed werc 3 aircraft flying in V
fonnatioﬁ. The formetions were compact and well handled.
(It should be remembered that these werc unlts noving con-
ulderdble pre war tre:m.mg) The aircraft were equipped
with additional Lewis guns firing out of gun ports at the side
of the fuselege, The CuR.L2 with its A mmhmg gun did,
however, inflict consj;derable structural demage to awr
aircraft from a renge which made Lewis gun fire almost ine
effective and inflicted casualties to the crewse The Aele |
gunfirc at Massawa'also proved heavy and accurates |

The enemy fighters did not produce any particular
tactics other than attacks from the quarter and asterne.
Mostly they contented themselves with long range attaéks from
astern on bombers, relying on their supcrio: wesapon, the 4"
machine gunes No single instcmoe. was ever recorded of a
frontal attoeck being carried out by enemy fighters against our
bornibers.

The bombing attacks Wére mostly medium level ones -
but occasional shallow dive and low level attacks were also -
carried out,

Boribs used were:=
]

GePe 500 1bse and 250 1lbs, Mkse I 'and. Iv
' L0 Ibs, and 20 lbs, Mk,I

SeileaPe . 500 1lbs. and 250 lbs, kite I and IV

4oPe - 20 1bs, (F)

AeSe 250 lbs,

Incends 25 1bse and 4 1bs,.

Fusing = L1otm1taneous and 11 secs. delay.
/Results
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Results'." ’otc.:n.ned sub..ueq’ubn’cly revealcd 'by v15ual

Sowm

:Lnspecta.on, ahOW cons:Lderablo cl.:ulago 011 all the aero-

dromes :m Er::.trca. R E g
1

~The n:.ght att“cks - a.ll cwrled out in .noonln.ght ,

e

: 'perio.ds dlthough fla.rec' were u.aed on many occas:.on to

“e s .f‘ljrthez."c-.&ss:.st in loc.?.‘tlon of taz_-:'gets:end to encourage

 demoralisation of enory dofoncas-and forcop generdily,

-

I
1

Nos
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APPDNEIX "D*

AS OII 31 DECENBER 191,50

LOCLT ION Ol" UN ITS

ks g S S e 8 27

o IINIT R TR ity e ;

b-v -

UK Flight(F) - - - .

~ Station Headquarters,

"Noe237 Rhodesian Squadron(u.C )

Nool30 Flight(ieCs)

YRR

Other Units,’ )
Noe52 Repair and Salvege Unit
Noo251 A¢MeE.S,

Noes22 Medical Receiving Station
Khartounm
Noe254 Wing

Noe203 Group

1

TANGANY TKA

- KENYL AND

Sou’ch African Air Force Units.
Toe L Brigade Headguarters

No. 2 (F) Squadron
Noe. 3 (F) Squadron
Noell (B) Squadron
Noel2 (B) Squadron

 Noelst (B) Squadron -

Noal Franch (Berber) Flight

- Armoured Car Section

BEquipment and Supply Depot
R.4.F, Hospital
NOel3 WeIeSs Detaclment

Hurricanc
Battle
JU 486

Noo40 (4C) Squadron Hartebeeste
NoJl Scuadron Hartebeeste
Noe460 Squadron Anson
Noe3k Fllgh‘l: Anson

.AQA.FQ S‘tatlon, l\IO"ib'\.SCL
Operational Training Unit Various
Pilots Pool . T e
Other Units
Corrunicasion Sguadron Various
Noe30 El&1cntszy Flying Training School -
N0 o218 AN E$Se -
R.4.F. Stotion, Eastleigh
R.4.F, Station, Dar-es-Szloem
R.4.F. Station, Nairobi
R.4.F, Station, Nalkuru
R.AF, Station, Moribasa T4
Air Headquarters, East Africa -

P

Noe 8 (B) Scuadron Blenheim I
Noe 9 Squadron | Gladiator
No.205 (GR) Squadron Blenhein IV

Glen Mortin

‘Gauntlet and Fury

Hardy and Lyse.ndcr
...] Gountlet and Vlncent
o Glhd’i’ “tor .

In process of formingd

/R,

- ; rB UIDMERT LOCAII‘ION
1.:BIDJW L
Squcdrons, ‘ T
No, 1 Squadron, S,i...F, (I‘) Hurricane & ‘Gladiator |Khertoum. '
Now: Ui Squadron, (B) Blenhein IV Port Sudan
Noe 47 (B) Squadron Wellesley Carthago- ~---
- Nos223 'B) Squadron . |Wellesiey “I'Wadi Gazouza

Gordonts Tree
Khartoun
Sumait

Wadi Gazouza
Port Sudan
Gordonts Trec

Por{; Sudan

Khartoun

Nanyuki
Nenyuki
Nairobi
Archer's Post
Nanyulzi
Nokuru
Nairobi
Garissa
Neirobi
Monrbasa

Nekuru
Nalkuru

Ne .1rob1
Eastleigh
Morbasa

Nairobi

Khormaliser
Sheikh Othman
Khormoksar

hormaksar

Steamer Point
Steamer Point
Steamer Point
AHQu

AJF, Station




ONIE o | WUTRENT ]~ TOGATION.
.A,-R.“.F. Sta.t:Lon, Khomﬁl’.,ar , , .
RedoF, Sta t:.on, Sheikh Othman _ .
 Headquarters, British Forces ifi iden m -t | Steamer Point

(Tho a‘bove 'is excorpted from Appendix "C" of . “..C‘.\J.. Lonmore' s -
Despatch. M«..y = Docenber 1940t AvHB. II I/
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OUR _.bvm FORCES

SECRET

APPENDIX "B
Nos203 GROUP OPERAI‘IOI« IIISTRUCTION NO 7.~

(NOT to bc taken into the C:Lr)
Reference Map: - l,250\,‘000;AFRIC4‘-. SHEET 57 e .

152,000,000 *AFRICA (SU'DAI\’) NORTH E¢36~37, De35=570

INFORMA TIOIT

GENERAL

l,. On ‘VEDNESD.LI 6th NOVENBER 191.;.0 the mel forces are rk.kmg

-an attack on GALL.!..BAT FORT and *\IETEE'MA.

The ,A:Lr of f‘:.cer Commanding ha., agree'd'to give air assistance,

~

2, The Air Forces allablc for the operations are likely to
be:- ‘ g
®p7 FUTA - (6 Gladiators - Nosl Sqdns .S. AuiyFy

3 Gl».d:z....tors - "1\." Flight.

No.2 57 Sauﬁdron
Noe 4.7 Squadron |
No«430 TMlight
No.430 Flight

6 Wellosl s
un’clcts
3 V:anents

11 l 1

(
(

AT BIJC;CDOWI\T - ?F Hardys
é

. ENEMY FORCES

. ’
—

3 The follom_ng a:.rcraft are bcllcvul to ,be lecated. w:L’cm.n

‘ str:l.k:mg rmge of GALL..M. ‘
" AT GONDAR - (6 CRA2 . - T
2 8-79 0,:if
4 Cohel33 '

ATBAH.ARDAR . 60A.133

Lj.. B " In addition to the °’bove GOI\DAR can be re:mforced o.t short
notice from GURA and ASMARA where are located:- -

- A.T A.S.\VU'KR.A. - (I-i- C.R..32
él CeRel2
pﬂ.5 8081
(5 Cokel33

AT GURA . = §3 CaRe32
3 CeRel2
(10 8.79

Tt is thought that about 25 per cent,of thee{e ore un-
serviceable, o ; SO

5e How many of the above can be .opera‘cc'd from GONDAR is

 unknown, it this. ocerodrome is thought to bé of insuf f:.c:l.cn‘c size

for the oper tion of large forces.

6o A nurber of satellite aerodrowes 'nre being constructed and
enlarged, notsbly at GORGORA (37,20 E, 12,15 N) METEMMA, CAFTA

' (37.12 E, 13,53 N) and UM HAGER, It is not known how far these

have progressed but some of them may be suiteble for fi /gh'l,ers.gu

g ‘“AzaZu



| . DUmITION
7e " Tq assist.the L..nd forces -in thc:n_r attwl on GAILABAT FORT
 and METHGIA, o

. COMMAND

B SQUADRON IEADER V.E, MAXWELL (IIo.237 SQUADRON) is to
exercist gencral supervision and CO—OI‘d.’l.n“‘tlon of the air opera-
tion as follows:~ :

" (a) For the aircraft at BLACKDOWN - through SQUADRON
LEIDER J.E, PELLY-FRY, o)k 7' Squadvon,

(b) For the ajrcraft &t FUTA - through MAJOR VAN SCI-L&(WYK
~ Noll Squaﬂ:ron, SO’U.uh African Adr Forcc.

9 Major VAN SCHAIKWYK is to be responsn.'blc, under Squa.clron
Leader MAXWELL, for the genc.ra.‘l. CO—OI'dJ.n‘_.‘LlOll of flcfh'ber
activities,

EXECUTION

10, Three aircraft "K" FLIGHT are to proceed to FUTA on MOWDAY,
Lth NOVEMBER 190, On arrivel there they are to come under the
comrw.nd of Major VAN SCHALKWYK, S.i.d.F,

11,  Tour alrcr%ft Nos237 SQUJIDRON are to proceed to BLACKDOV! -
as required by Squadron Ieaﬂor MAX\'IELL

12, On TUESD/AY , Sth NOVELBER 1911.0, six Wellesleys No.s7 SQUADRON
are to proceced to BLACKDOW accompanied by three Cauntlets No 4350
FLIGHT at a time which will leave the smailest opportunity for
Italian recce., aircraft to d:].scover their Dresence.

lj. Three Vincents No, 90 I‘LICHT are to proceed to GEDLRER
aerodrome on TUBSDIA 5th NOVEMBER, 1940, arriving just before -
dark’ !

VINCENTS

il

1ie. Unless otherwise ordered two Vincents are to be over
GALLABAT FORT at 0530 hours. From then to 0550 hours desultory
borbing of the fort.is to be carried out in order to cover the
advence of' our mechanlsed units,

15«  The third Vincent is to endeavour o put out of action the
wireless station at METEM

16. The Vincents are to returh to BLACKDOWN where they will
re-arm and await orders. '

. WELIESIEYS

17. Three Wellesleys are to be over ME‘.TEMMA at 0530 hours.
From then to 0550 hours they are to carry out desultory bombing
of METEMMA. .

18, Three Wellesleys ore to be over the area NORTH of METEMMA
at 0530 hourse From then to 0605 hours they are to carry out
desultory bombing of the reserve battalions which are known to be
in this district,.: , .

19, After complet:.nr their atta ck all Wellegleys are to -« °
return to BLACKDOWN where they are to re~arnm and awailt orders,

* /GAUNTLETS
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GAUNTLETS

20, The three Gountlets are to be armed with 20 1b. bombs
and are to remoin at BLACKDGYN in readiness for attacks on
enery strong points and concentrations, as ordered by Squadron
Leader MAXWELL, ' :

GLADIATORS

21, The role of the Gladiators is to protect our aircraft
and troops from interfercnce by enery aircraftes Their
employment iz at the discrction of Squadron leader MAXYELL,
"who should bear in mind that the greatest concentration of

our aircraft over the target occurs between 0530 and 0605
hours, General disposition is that 2 aircraft will be
detailed to be in position at HESTON by 0600 hours 6th NOVEMBER
1940« Remainder to patrol as ordered.

H/RDYS -
22, The Hardy adreraft will be used for toctical
reconnaissance, 28 required, -

. BLENHETMS IV.

23 One Rlenhein IV is reconnoitring the ¥ETEMHMA ~ GONDAR
ROAD, It will be passing over METEMA at approximately 0615
hours and will return to BL.ICKDOWN after patrol, where a
reconnaissance report will be dropped. :

INTER-COMFUNTCAT TON

i

2. The following inter-cormmnicetion has been crrenged: -
10th BRIGADE H.Q. and HESTON - Telephone only
10th BRIGADE H.Q. and FUTA - ' Telophone and W/T

10th ERIG.DE H.Q. and BLACKDOWN - W/T only

- 2be Great core is to be talken to conceal the existence of
new W/T STATIONS,

The FUTA call sign is to be used for testse

264 During the progress of the sction all telephones rust
be tested at least once every half hours.

ADVMINISTRATIVE ARRANCEMENTS
274 As already issueds

MEDICAL JRR.NGEEENTS

{-
264 One MEDICAL OFS'ICER is attached to BLACKDOVN and one
‘bO FUTIL. .

29 A1l persomnel are %o telte strinfent anti~molariol
precautions. ,
ACIOH AU

(Signed) ?

Adr Commodore, Commanding,
No0e203 Group, Ry.LeFe
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APFENDIX "F®
wl
(a'd NO.203 GROUP, R.A.F: CHATN OF COMMAND, DECEMBER 1940
U Headquarters, No,203 Group
wl (KHARTOUM)
i
“n HeQe 254 Wing (Operational) .
Port Sudan e
= ' 3 l
R.AF, Station, Wadi Gazcugza
- Port Sudan !
!
H 1 i 4 7
i ’. ': ; { i
U; 8qdn, 251 Maintenance Port 223 Sqdn 52 Repair &
YK" Flt, & Repaeir Unit, Marine Detach Sumit Salvage Unit
: Seotion ey
' :
Rallhead Sub-Depot
Datach,
‘ 13
R.AF. Station R.A,F, Station
Takoradi Khartoun
J \
; o } ! ) I _ 1 -
West Africa Port Assembly Aircraft 430 F1lt., 1 S,A.AF. Sqdn, VWest African
Reinforcement Detach Unit Repair Reinforcement Route
Route (West Depot (Sudan Seotion)
African Seotion) Azaza ;
1 i
l | Al
! ; | T | 1.
Det,.  Det., Det. Det. Det. Det, . Dok,

Lagos. Kano, Maiduguri

R.A.F, Station

GordorT s Tree .

Geneina El Fashexr El Obeid Wadi Halfa

!
237 (Bhod,) Sqdn. 47 Sqdn,
Bla:okdown Sennar

Goz Regeb

» 1
22 Medical Receiving
8tation

- (The above is taken from No.203 Group's Appendix "U" +o Form 540, Ertry of 31 Decdmber 1940},
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TR.NSLATION OF AMHIRTC PAMPHLET Han

LPPENDIX "G"

PEOPLE _ OF ETHIOPIA = LISTEN

Your Emperor is still living,

The wor from which you will emergc victorious has now _
starteds |

Rise up, put on your armgs, Vfiéht for yoﬁr'bcmner (fleg),

All Ethiopian-born people (sons of Ethiopia), cultivators,
farmers, 1anc140\’mer;s, traﬂcré, ’women and children, in oré.er to
lighten the burc’lén- 6:5' the warrior who is fighting for you, f)egin
to do wgr}: that is right for you to do, |

(Until now you have been. forced to live ﬁnder the rule of
the It.::licms, novr ﬁhc tine hes come to say "NO“,

OPcr;ly refuse to obey their orders, disregard oll their

instructions,

t

\

The frecdom of your ‘Porefathers will return to FOou,

Meny of your éeople s with their officers he.%re already left
Ethiopia with their equipment to re-cstoblish (hoist) your flage.

Prepare the woy for them - when they arrive join them,

As we have started for = txue cause, let the ‘work (will)‘ of

. God be with you and with us,
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URANSIu;TION OF  [MHRIC

(smaL)

' THE LION OF JUDAH
H.M, HAILE SELASSIE

ETHIOPL. STRETCHES HER HANDS TOWARDS GOD
HoM. HATIE SELASSIE
APPOINTED BY GOD EMPEROR OF ETHIOPIA

PROCLAMATION

To the People, Chiefs, end Heroes of Et‘nopla.
During the past 5 years, welting with courage and bravery with -

your spirit unbroken against your well-é:med_ enenies, you have

‘gained the friendship of other nations. Your cmc:.f‘:ud.on and

" secrifice, your hope and courage has not been in vain,

’

From to~-day and on, the Government of Great Britein, has given me
all the help I need in order to gein the complete freedom of our
country,

Here, I have come for you,

God's graciousness having turned towards us, let us praise the Iord,

\

The Braves who fell in the front and those who perished by the cruelty -

of the Italians, count into thousands,

Ethiopians, let us be grateful to them and remember them,

Athiopian pecple, Chiofs ard iiroos]

The ltaiian Governmem. has declared war ag;ai;..sfc. Great Brit\a:u;.
The reason is that when the enemy was invading our Country Great
Britain put. Mtions~md tried to enforce the rcgulations ol the

League of Netions, in order that the eneuy could not procure

_ supplies. and ammnitions

Now you lmow what you need to doe
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All thoss who weanongthc enemy may Jjoin the Ethiopian Heroes
and help the Country., . |
By word of mouth or by deeds,. nqne of you should.be a tool to the ~

enerye - | . ST

P

e At

Wherever you meet the enerry, .attacl by surprisc, destroy the roads

and smash him,
Braves and Heroes of Ethiopial

The qualificaticns of each of you is s lmown {:o‘ne. T will need to
see the deeds of your heroisn 1n the coming fu’mre. _The‘braves
.with their bravery, the pries’cs and the aged with their adﬁce to
the people,  the farmers and lobourers should help for the
achievement of this cause and each of 'you will be rewardéd—"i‘or your

worke ' !

People of Hamassen, Akolguzai, Serae, Bonemer, Hobak, Meﬁsae; beyond
Mareb or on this side of Mareb, all of you come to0 understending
with your brothers the Ethiopionse From now on none of you should

be a tool to the.Italians.

Do not Pight spgainst your Mother Ethiopia and your friends the

English.' o

T Jmow the desire of your hearts That is th¢ desive of mine and
of all the people of Ethiopia, Your forl;une is tied up with the

fortunes of the whole peoplc of J:.th:r.op:m..

People of Etha.op:.al As you share during the wer the horrors of -~
war together in peace tme you will share the fruits of progress
and civilize together with the help of Great Britaine . We shall

achieve great improvements in our Country.

A new order will be established. We shall make agreements with

' other peoples. Trading,Agriculture, etc., will be c.llowed. to

()

these peoples in our Countzry, In free end rich Ethiopia we went
/you to
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‘you to be a civilised people with freedom, equelity and unity to

alls This depends on the brave children of Ethiopias

For this end, big or small, child or grown up, with burning hearts,

fight for .t_he uprooting of the éner.y fron our Countrys
People of Ethiopial
Let us-show that we are worthy of the help that Great Britiand is
giving us, |

Tt is only for the re-esteblishuent of our corplete freedom for us
by a victory over the Italians thet the British are helping us.

They have no other expectations from us,

Therefore, wherever you meet British Officers or soldiers you
should help them and receive them friendly because they are brining
our freedorl,

Live Ethiopia forever in frecdony:

Long live Great Britain.
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- TRANSLATION « PAHPHIET "D

4th Issues | o . 5th November, 1940,

GEMERAL, HEADQUARTERS OF HIS MiJESTY THE EMPEROR: . When H.Me the

Emperor heard of the aggression of Italy against Greece he sent
a message to King George of Greece, a message in which the

- -

Erperor condemncd and pourqd scorn on the agaressor; adnired the
strong resistance of the Greck arry and assured him that with the aid
of Englaﬁd, our clly, who watches stcédfastly that the la{% shall
not be broken, final victory st nccessarily be oursas

When Ttaly nade war on Abyésinia she made it a pretext thet
<.she wished to civiiise the ‘inhabitantd of the country. Néw-’ch.a’c
she 'has started to meke war on Greece = the starting point and
vex':;r' source of civilisé.tidn for hundreds of years - what reason is
there for her to give? There is o‘niy one: by this wor she shows
that she intends to cormit an act of banditry end of despair,
KILRTOUM: The renovmed Mr, inthony Eden, Minister for War of
England, who has been :'hspe'c:'ting the ormies of the Midaiez Bast
has inspected the armies on the frontiers of Ethiopia o.nd‘has'
paid o visit to the Heaaquartefs of the Emperor, Mre, Eden has
" _been a friend of the Emperor for mamy years, When he was rc-
“presenting England at the League of Nations he defénded
‘courageously and sincerely the rights of the Ethiopien peoﬁle.
In neny weys he has shovm that he is truly end deeply attached
to our people, = "Banderachin" wishes Whoileheartedly good fortune
and outstanding successes to His Excellency the Secretexry for War,
whose consistent object it has been to inwose respect for Right
Justice ond Liberty, -

ROYAL ATR FORCE: The outstending event of this week has been

the borbing anc'l_'pari;ial destruction of a large Italian columm
cons‘ist:ing of 93 lorrics ncar Chilga. On the first day 31 Oct.,
our aircraft bombed end macl"linc-g'tmned the colurm destroying .and
dameging many of the lorries and.. couging the whole force to stop
and take cover, Next day our aircreft returned and. found that

the column hed only moved 8 milese In spite of heavy mechine-gum
- ’ /fire from
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fire from the ground they again dived and inflicted terrible
," cas‘ual‘cies.‘ More lorries werc destr;)yec'l cnd. the ~v.'holé force disw-
Orgeniseds, - 0n tho yy to this battle two of the Buglish aircraft
met and shot d_om{ an Itolian fightér that tric}d to intgrc"épt them.
~ Lsosa also -has been bombed and a store shed hit, whilst in Maji
~'barracks and workshops were set on fire and o large explosion
0. .;r--ca.used. |
DESERTERS: - A1L “the many descrtofs ond prisoncrs in many sectors
of tho.front tell of the disgraceful gonditibns in the Italian |
~ forcess Underfed, badly clothed, riddled with cvery form of
sickness, and disease; they arc Torced by the cruelty of their
. temporery masters into battle against the strong and healtiyr crmics
of Eﬁhidpia é.nd agairist English steels What chences IL“;:V'O these
wretched men of suxwfi@? Unless they seek our protection at
once they have only the choicc between o slow death and a quick one,

) both of them in dishonour,

ATHENS: CREECE: The stubborn resistonce to Italian aggression.
is being steadi];}r r:xa:ihtained. , I‘Ealy herself admits that every-

: 'wheri. her advence is being held up, and tries to blame the -
weather end the.conditions of the r@a’és for 4v% i3 in reolity her own
unprepa:c;e'dness for "ché strength of the Greek forces, On land, in
the sea and in the air, Gfeece is holding her owne. Italy was
ooqni;,ing on an early victory b a mere show of for"ce.’ Instead,
she has stren.r‘;‘chened the spirit of her cnauy,. and of Greece's
friend and neighbour Turkey.

True to her promise Engle.ad I;La_s“be'en'quick' to help.
Méltessana., ’c;,he Ttalian Adr Bas; nearest to Athens, has already
.‘ been seyei'ely bombed. British troops have arrived on Greek soils

CENTRE OF ETHIOPIA:  As we learnm from an authorised source, the

netional Ethiopian army in Lesta, Sokota and Belesa, with its
thirst for independénce éets stronger every daye. Amiong the
Ethiopians who were crushed urder the yoke of the oppressor there .
are mar:;;r‘yvhb are regulerly deserting the Italian ranks, to serve

their country and their Emperor and to die for their flag if need ‘
bes This muniber increases all the time, ‘

(The obove trenslotions are token B0y SeheAdFa Records ),

i

e
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APPENDIX "H"
NOTES ON THE BATTIE OF KEREN

(Fz_-om A:Lr Commodore Slatter's "Brief Summary of Air Operut:.ons in

‘the Sudan" etc. (AHoBs IT J7/2),

 ATR SUPPORT TO LAND-OFPERATIONS.

‘. (a) Comminications.

For the battle of Keren the most complete "ss;s’cézﬂjiif
communications was developeds From Corps Headquartersmtaated
in a Wadi between Agordat and Keren ReA P, Opefa’iﬁional’ Headguarters
exercised full operational control by telephone of thé Army Co-
operation aircraft Advanced Landing Grounds., the #dvanced Landing
Grounds -useC:L by a Medium Bomber Squadron and ' the Fj.ghter' ’Squadron,
and to the Advanced Landing Grounds used by the Close Support
sircraft unit, Purthermore the A.0,C. Had telophone commmications
direct from Corps Headquarters in the Field to 25k W.mg Headquarters
at Port Sudan by using the priority vested in him, for operations
(Lees nearly 400 miles away). |

' "Both-Divisions were also on the telephone and the demands

for close support came through to R.4.F,. Operati’onalv Heddciuarters
at Corps Headcuarters through this medium,

Wireless Observation Signal Units were used in'the Porward

area to give warning of the presence of enemy aircraft. The

- warnings were received at the Fighter Advanced Landing Ground

and acted upon by Fightérs at "Stand by, As‘ there was no breadth
in the Army front, however,. very few ifiterceptions were mede -
enemy aircraft cscaping to one flank or another in nearly all
casese

W/‘I' commmications were also set up at R.A.F, Operational

" Headquartors and cstablished with Khartoum, Port Suden and

Advanced Landing Grounds,

(v) Closec Support.

' This consistcd mostly of bombing of enemy troops holding
the heights about Keren, the bombing of enemy concentrations of
troops pxeparlng for counter attacks and of enemy gun positions.

All the.ue forms of close support gave satlsi‘actory results. The
/presence of
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préscnc;e of aircraft malde most of the eneny troops holding forward.
positions go to r..rround. Thls fact did enable our troops to make O
advances up the prec:Lpltou.., slopes of the Keron hills with littlc
:mterferenco. The* bomb:mg, of cnemy troopo nmsumg f‘or counter

attacks was also highly "uccessful On one occas:.on two fresh enen;y

battalions Preparing to counter attack were devastated by bomblng.

(¢) Reconnaissance. -

‘The two Flights of 237 (4.C.) Squadron supplicd the most ~
 detailod tactical réconnaissance information to bobh Divisional
VCOImna‘nd’eré*fhréughout the ‘campaign. The Air Infelligence Liaison
Officers &f both Dl‘VlSlOnS werec most eff:l.c:.ent and helpful and the
keen.ness and- :m:.t:.atlve of bhc ‘?nodes:Lan p:lots ;nd. air gunners of‘
this Squadron produced the most complecte and up—to-<date momnat:.on
at all times," ‘

The longest reconna:.osances -demanded by the A:r'my were mage -
at the early stages of the _campaign to a.scerto.:.n the movements of
.troop° towaxrds Agoraat and Kagsala from Aswara, As -‘th:.s represented
a recoqnulssance to a depth of approximately 200 miles it was

necessary to employ Blenheims for this task,

STORES DROPPTNG AT KEREN,

Th:.s was done by Vincents and &fcllcoleys.
The dropp:.ng, of supplies dur:u_ng the battle oi‘ Keren was done
in improvised conta.;mers. This was nece.ssary owing to the large
quan'tlty of armmn::.&:non o.nd hard rations that Had to be dropped at
short notice and the limited area in wh:.ch these supplies had to fall
(accurate parachute dropping in the hilly country or Kefen would /“\
have been very difficult)‘. This ammmnition and rations represented
the immediate requirements of a battalion cut off from éll supplies,
and which was unable to carry norral loads .with it owing to the
'Drecipitous country.v The ammnition wes placed in bags, ‘carrled
in a Vincent and pushed through tne observer's panel in the floor
of the cockpits The rations werc carried by Wellesleys in the ™
" bomb nacelles - packed(‘m‘bags, boxes and petrpl tins.'r It was |

surprising how successful this method turned out to be -~ most of
/the
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the ammunition was useble and very little of the rations were
damaged.
ARTILLERY OBSERVATION AND BOMBING AT XKEREN.

(a) Artillery Observation.

Limited spotting for "t:\':entgr five pounder" oand for 6"
Howltzer batterics by Lysander aircraft using R/T was carried out
during the battle of Keren, with good results.

(b) Bomking =t Keren.

Targets consisted of gin positions, troop concentrations
in reserve, troop concentrations massing for counter attack (there
were eleven enciy counter attacks delivercd against Fort
Dologorodoc), front line positions, Bombing was carried out by
Wellesleys, Blenheims, Hardys s Gauntlets, Vincents and Gladiators,
Wellesleys and Blenheims from L/5,000 f£t, in back areas, Vincents
- Hardys, Gauntlots snd Gladiators on front line positior;;‘s. , This |
latter borbing had to be most accurate as the front line positions
held by the enenmy were on the hill tops ané. ridges with ybur oW .
forces on the slopes \iae/low which in plan form (i.c., the bombing
plan) gave little margin for error, No single case of "unfortunate"

bombing of our front linc troops was reported in this battle.
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W) NO.203 GROUP, R.A.F.: _ CHAIN OF COMMAND, MARCH 1941
U ARTERS NO,203 GROUP
wl z"soun
Advanced Group H.Q.
(Army H.Q.
T i P
! ‘ ! Lo
1
A-C, Win 1 8qdn, S,4,A.F. . 47 Sqén, H.Q. No0,25L Wing
(Ago'raat Kassala) (Gordonts Tree) |
M . ! | 1
' . , K Hurricanes Detachment 14 Sqdn, 223 Sqdn, "KY Flight
237 (Rhod.) Sgén, 403 Flight (Agordat) {Port Sudan) = (Wadi Gazuza) (Pert Suden)
A" Plt, (Umritsar)  Vincents and Wellesleys Blenheims ®ellesleys Gladiators
Lysanders Gauntlets )
"B' Flt, (Agordat) ! -
’ Gladiators
ugh Flt, (Umritsar)
Lysanders
and
Haxdys
\ \
v N\
AL.G, at © AJLG, at
Army HoQe Mersa Taklai

- {The above is taken from No,203 Group Records)
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APPENDIX 'K

- SUPPLY OF FUEL, BOMBS, MAMUNITION ETC.

The commencement of the'East Africa campaign, directécl in its
initial stages aga:.nst KISM.XU found. the Air Force with a unit
intended not only to deliver supnlies of Aviation fuel, oil and

explosives to fonrard urea.s, but also to undcrtake the ma:n.ntenance

of stodcs at acrodro*ncs, nd thcrr' issue to Squaorons or detaohed.

Flights,

s

The u.n:.t chosen for these duties wos the Bon'ber ‘Brigade
: L oeg
Maintenance Compmy and the:.r & "’caclnncn‘c had been 'wrranged some

months previously, so that with the stp.rt of opero.t:l.ons on a
large scale they had alrcady gained considerable experience.
Whilst the organisation had been entirely so.tisf:ictory with

only emall-scale oper: t10n<* in pro ress 1t was appréciated bot‘a by

"che B.BedeCos themelves and b bhose I‘GS_QOIIolDlG z*‘l: A::c Headquarters

Ea.,t Africe that thelr e.,tebln.shment of wehicles a.nd personnel.
would not permit them to undertake efficiently any large :.ncreace
in tho sphere of. .their cctivities ar the loads to be carrieds In -
consequence, cpproaches were made to Force Hee.dquarters for
assistance, but unfortunutoly ‘the dem.nds on Army resources were
\

such that thev were only ensbled to offer the temporary attachiment
of a sm.ll section of the Cape Coloured Corps, and aubsequently
spc.smodlo help at times when a break-dmm in supply .:eened
mm_nent. \

There can be no A,c_-z,»alnsaymg the a.s.;er‘clon that throughou’c
the campaign the Ajr Force barely rmanaged to survive a hand-toe~

mouth existence, when 1t was a case of managing with a minimm

, quan’clty of fuel and of enueﬁvourlng to moke one lorry perform

the. task of two, or even three. For the fo.ct thzt there was no
serious break-dovm ond thct only one air operatlon was delayed a
large measure: of cred;u.t is due to the offa.cers of the B.B M.C.

through the first two vital months of the campa:l.gn.
/Mach has been
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Much hos been seid of that side.of the picture, but the
other factors militated against & constant and adequate supply of
_ those supplies S0 'essential to the succfassf‘ul prosecution of the
air effort. - These were fourfold°- “ |
F:rstly, ‘the appallinp' conditions of nc.ny of the roeds
‘travoz.csed by supply colump, and this feature nc:curally aggravated
.,A-a cond_ltion where vehlcles and personnel were over taxed, '
| Seoondly, the rapidity of the advance a.nd its unexpected.ness
and the advance beyond KISMAYU which was also uncxpecteds
Thirdly, the egc_ceedingly ;acr Alanding facilities at Itﬁlian
Somaliland Ports and the shortage of shipp:mg from MOVBASA.
. Fourthlj, inguf f:Lclency of W/T conmmm.ca‘tion.
y It is hoped to show during the course of' this despatch how
L these difxicul'bies nade themselves felt, '
GARISSA:  As 1s now knowm, the- plan of aftack against
' KISMAYU provided 'I for two lines of approa.ch thus main reserves were '
. denanded. at GARISSA, HUSSENT and BURA 'w‘.l.'th 'ldvance durf@s at LIBOI an: the
one line and at KOLBIO on the other. ' .
That the stocks at BURA and KOLBIO were Barely broached by
aircraft working with the 12th D:LV’.LSYZLOI! was a mixed. blessmg, since
although they'wei'e. eventually noved to breach gaps in .the continuity
oi‘ supply at GARISSA and KISMAYU i‘es_peci:ixre].y » tmch transpdr{: ~and |
stocks thenselves wore virtually imwbilized at a time when every
a.ira.ilabie gallon of i‘uel, and every vehiclé, was req‘uirerd f(ir the
adva.nce on AFMADU and KISMAYU This comment is not made in amy
spirit of‘ CI‘l‘blc:Lsm, s:ane it is Well apprec:.ated. that a more
detemu_ned resistance from the enery might w’ell have required the
12th DlVlSlon to Play the part for which they were origi.nall,r cast,
It is not intended to give more than a broad outline of
~ events as they were affected by the supply position, but it may
help to demonstrate the dema.nds made on the resou.rces of the
BeBeMeCo, if a review is made of the dispos:.t:.on of the sevction‘ _
and of the lengths of the Lines of Commmication.

/At 21l
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At a.'!.l times the Corr;pa.ny had to divide its attention between |

the major scenc of cmerations end the front served from NJ;I\‘YUKI.

' Pr:Lor to the launch of' the attack on I(ISIuXU their Headauar‘bers

had been at NANYUKI, but it was found necessa:qr to transfer this
to GARISSA in contact with idvenced iir Headquarters, and through-
out the advance it become t.he';;olicy to maintain this contacts
The total strength of the Company was:
6 Officers
14 British Other Renks
L3 Three-ton vehicles
55 One~ton wvehicles. .
Of the vchicles-and British Other Ranks, the following were

confined to work on acrodromcs:-

L6 British Other Ranks
1 Thrce~ton vehicle
15 Ong~-ton vehicles,
The balance werc dispersed:-

LOCATION -  OFFICERS . BuOuR.'s.  LTON  3-TON

GARISSA Ch & ‘ 27 2l
NANYUKT o 2 13 .3 6
 MERSABIT . 20 . 10 9
KIPK/RREN # : - L 2 1

g(Engup'ed. in esuential duties ha.nd.l:.ng large stocks of e;mlos:.ves
arrlv:mg fromn the U.I\.)

When it is remn‘bered that the whole fuel, oil and explosives
requirements for six Squada:;ons and comaunication aircraf‘t were

carricd, and when the length of the Lines of Comrunication is

" borne in mind, in addition to the faot that, in some cases, Flights

were detached from Squa.drqns, the immensity of the transport
difficulties may be envisageds ,
' z
The Lines of Oomnmlc*tt:.o*l served vhilst NANYUKI and THIKA

renained the sources of supply werei-

| /THIKA - GARRISSA -

la Situated approx, 26 ﬁxiles north-west of Nairobi,

A 2
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THIKA - GARISSA - THIKA 400 miles

THTKA - BURA - THIKA | 500 milos
GARISSA - KOLBIO - GARISSA 210 niles
GIRISSA - HUSSENI - GARISSA . 100 miles
GARISS;\. - LIBOT - GRISSA | 228 miles
GARISSA -mm“_‘ GiRISSA 40l miles
GARISSA = KISHAYU - GARISSA 542 miles

| MANFUKT - NDEGE'S NEST - NANYUKT 1,60 miles

| NANYUKT - MARSABIT - NANYUKI I 410 miles
NANYUKI - LOKITAUNG - NANYUKI 1200 miles
 MRS/BIP - NORTH HOR - ILRS/DTT 2,0 mdlos
JARSABIT = DURRIITL. - 5iRS.BIT , 380 niles
JURA.BIT ~ KUNGHURO = JLRS,BIT 550 riilos

Sore assictonce wes provided by the Jjamyy, this todddng the

form of o scetion of the Cope Coluured Corps, corprising 34 wehicles

attabhed‘ for duty at ’I'UNYLH{I, and oné comprising 30. vehicles
~attached to opcrate from THIKA. In'connection with the latter

' 'secltlon, a note of condcmn; tion must be btruck since the O:E'I icer
in charge showed the greatest disinclination to co—operatc with
the B4B«MsCs, or to accept orders from them. AL criéis; which yas
only averted by the withdrawal of stocl;é from BURA can be laid -
entirely at the ‘féet of this Officer, who, contrary to insfructioné
g:l.ven to h:m at THIKA br a sen:Lor o*’flcer kept 12 wvehicles there
under load foz four days rather than .apl:.'b h:Ls convoy and so
desnatch a 'section with fuel urgently needed at GARISSA. Had it
not been possible to rush stoc-.s tLrour h from BURA, ube main raid
";on:MvIDU, des:.gned to break the outer defences, could not have
taken plé.ce a;:corc“xing to plan, and the proéress of the entire
campaign may have been affected. | |

The follcm.ng further assistance was prov:.cled by Army

Tra.nsport Companies: -

/1 trip of

I d
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. 1 trip of 100 vohicles THIKA - GARISSA
1 trip of 50 wvchicles THIK/. - GARISSA
1 trip of 25 vchicles GARISSA ~ AWAD
1 trip of 50 \;ehiclés GARISSA - KISMLY
1 trip of 15 vohiclés GARISSA - KISKYU
KISE«TK‘.. It k.d. becn s fatecl’ by Adv'\ﬁéod Force Headquarters
thet the capturc and opening of the Port of Kismayu would
Vi;a‘raned.iatel;;‘r relicve the pressure on ﬁi'ansport and reiec.sé ’.vehicles
to ‘o.ssis’c in the supply of Air i**oﬁ:ce requircnents, Such, hdfrever,
was very far from the actual stafe of affairs, The port
facilivies proved tllcnselvo to be extremely linited and shigping
opportunities quite inadcquate. One plCI‘ only (over which it
wos eéson‘ciai that aviation fuel and eraloulves .:"mula. be 1a.nded.)
was available, It mwist be adaitted that in on en&eavour to
accelercte deliveries, eveif)r formn of sec-going vessel was uséd,
‘co whit, ooo‘.,n-gon.nc n.ip.'s , cocsters, lighters and dhOWS, bﬁt with
the vast amount and varicty of supplics required by the l?ozz'c;es
as a whole, the shipping did not suffice, |
In the eérly asteges, Iabour was short, the 'road of 'appzfoach
to the pier difiicult foz.' ‘the Janlpul ation of the traffic tn_vers:mg
it, and advance ihfon:w.tion as ’to' cergocs lacking,  urther
vrovlems were presentc,d by the stowage of cargoes. ot E;!IOI-.“;’BA’SA,
where no thought appeercd to have been given t‘o the probable
priority of dischar arge thoet would be required. Equipment which
was required ’co be off 1oaded-firs“c.‘ had bcen loaded‘ first
and could only be discharged lest, |
B - An exemple of the absence of advicéé and. the problem of
stowvage was f‘o"und ot one stage, when the risk ol dis locc'ition
appeared certain. Da:Lly inquires were made md it was then
disclosed thet a ship carrying avietion stocks had been ],'y’.mg
in herbour for four doys, awaiting discharge. Priority was then ‘
éccorded to Air Torce requix;'c;meh TS :—md off-loading commenced.

Stowage, however, was such that access to the avia t:.on stocks ‘was

7z

/only possible
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only pOSsi‘pie by working o.own ‘chrourh other cargocs, Finally, the
state é:c'rived where nothing further coulc. be moved i'riti:mouf risu fo 1ife
'.for fear that the .side's .of tlﬁé stai:lcs. v.roulél.vcoa.laosqﬁ and 50 once more
the flow of suppl:.es for Air Force’ pux’uoseu was arrested,

To make good as far os possible the short-fall by sea, no
alternative offered thin to draw on bho B.B.M.C. fcl%ansporf thich had
left at GARISSA to supply HUSSEINI, ‘In ordc} furtier to assist, the
Arny were approacied to upli:t""c.'stod':; from.KOI_[B'IO and in these wars it
was just po;s,sible to iwintain suppliés._ |

The assistance pr'oviaéd by he Im::jr:con‘:sist'é.d oy 13 Vehicles sent
to withdraw stocls from KOIBIO, | |

Perha. 5 thc greatest (1:1.;.1. iculty =%, this stoge was presented in

ma.'intaininc' adecua'l;e stocks for Vden e type e..rc“;t then being uséd
to evacuate wounded. iromn JELIB. These aircrait ug sed large cua.m;:.t- es

!

of 77 Octane md it was dlfllculb o] Eaaﬁxd:a.in stocks.,

MERCA: Here landing facilities were ver:f‘lit*clev vetter then
they hed been at KISMAHU, The same lack of advice obldined and
supplies were still inadequote,

:Witb; 'i:he a.d\'ra_n.ce still gontinuing it became necessa , to establish

he majority of B.D.K.C.'s available transport at MOGADISHU, but one
) \ . .

section remeined at MERCA to supply 11 Scuadron on Vittorio ’aerodromé,
‘and’ to handle stocks on lending, |
MOGADISHU:  Althougi MOGADIS@ wes declored an open town soon
"ter the approach of the British forces, t,hé port itself was notb
availeble to ‘receiye shipping for alm orim 1.'\1" 10=1 dsys afterwerds,

~Thus: the system of transferring stocks from MERGA remzined in force,

h - Eventually, with the opeﬁiﬁ; of MOGADISHU part CErgoes were trmsxerred

from MERCA, as ti 1ey had been f‘ron KISILJU to MERCL itself, The
re.sﬁl’ of 'b’ns wa.s taat bow ’bs were, in some ceses, landed ﬁ'c one port
and théir ~components at another, Purilcr, certain consignments of
honbs ‘a.nd speciai type smmmi'tion'we;-q.';n;lslaid termporarily, a fact which

«

aggravated appreciably the difficulties of supply.
‘ : o - /Pron MOGADISHU,

()

e
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From MOGADISHU, the advance contimued.at a very rapid rate

e

and it became abmldé_n"tly iclee;r‘ that the B . B,M.C. could not hope to
deliver stocks over the Lines of Commmunication which were constantly
il'lCIF‘&‘O-SjIIg.' A stagé was reached vhere a nurber of landing grounds
on a return Line of over.l,loo'miles ‘had to be served. |

Frora MOGADISHU, for somé 230 miles, the road was “asphal't
surfaced, but *L'herea‘fter\‘ conditiois became extfemely arduous and
lorries carrying supplies to DAGATEUR could not be expected to
return to MOGADISHU in less than 12-14 da;rs. - Consequently, the
A.Q.M.G. was once aga:m approached for assistance, and despite
the acute transport smrtas-‘e swshich prevailed, he agreed to attach
the 74th R.,M,T. Company to the B. p.m.C.

An apprec J.Mtn.on must e recordec_ here of the co—operc;i,lon
offered oy this Compary; although the ari ving per.;o:mel c,ompr'- sed
‘African natives, convoys reached their-gestinat"ions in good time
and the Unit , as a whole, proved of very real assistance to the
B.B.M.Ce Credit is due to thé Comranding Of‘ficez: of the T4th RM.T. -
Compémy for the very willing menner in whici he worked. :_n '_x*fi’ch ‘the'
existing organisation.

With the ext\ended Lines of Communication and ‘."c‘rie very

bad state of the roads , it appeared that steging wquld be
necessa.ry, anG the ﬁ.q.M C. cispersed their sections a‘t'BFLET"ﬁEN,
" GORRAHEI, ond ]SAGAI{BU'R, leaving tlﬁe 7t RJMLT, Company - £o
deliver fron HOGADISHU to BEIET UEN.

A side—-ligh" on the vhole, carmaign, and one w-nch shows
how’ essenticl an adequate supply of fuel was to the ddvence, is
reflected in the situation which occurred vihen the attack on
BELET U’EN was to té‘l‘ce place. Instructions h&& been received
from Force Hecdouarters necessitating refuelling aircraflt at dewn
on a certain day, This I"ec;:uest wes made on the estimate thet
BELET UEN would have fzllen by the previous evening. 1In point
of fa.c’t;\, it aid not do so, but this 4id not deter the drivers on
the BeBeM.C., whose instructions were at oll costs to deliver

their load by dawvms Conseguently, he Commender of the attacking
’ /troops was



froops was apprbe’.c_hed, " and the small tfmsport seétion delivered
- their load _accompenied»by‘four armoured cars, vhich held -the
.aerodrome until sircreft arrived to refuel, and ground troops had
secured the surround_:ing district. | "

-Earlier in this desp~tcn, menﬁon has been made or the in-
adequacy of W/ T Qor.municat’ion. Adviqe'."s as to the zzlovex':xéntAofu
fuel, "che resultoant s'tOck;s at various ploces were dependent Ion
signals,‘ To ezﬂarge on this st‘..teneﬁu it : at be recoroed th
where Air Force W/T Stations 8% 1steu, corrmmication wos excellent
but. the fact remains that insuffici ent equlpm,m, u.n\l oner,uors were
ava:l.l'xble at other po:n.nts m.th \rhlch cormmunication was esuer'tlg.l. |
It might be argued thet Army Commnice t:u.ons were avallable s but
nevertheless these proved themselves to e most unrel.mole ,‘ and
signels through Army channels were subject to inordinate d.elg.ys.i

How necéssary W/T communication is to the éuppi;r ox‘gcniso.fioﬁ
nzy be gauged f‘rom the fact t‘*'ﬂt a very successful air atteck on
DIREDATA could not be launched until confirmetion could 'be obtaﬁ_ned
. that fuel and expunition ‘s oplies had reaciied DAGAHBUR‘. No W/ T
was available to transmit advice on this motter, é.nd ‘c‘r;erefore tlh.e,
only course open was to despatc a long-ronge a;ircro;t‘t to obtain
:t-lize ‘information, This is the one :Lnota.nce in which owero.tlo"ls
vere somewhat delayed because of the POuSlblE, absence of stocks ,
and such delay cen be attributed to trensport difficulities cnd the
absence _bf W/T commmnications, . . Operations were not affected by
this delay. |

JILJJIGA: With the recepture of BERBERA and fhe ".lmost
immnedizte Tlow of supplies' through thot port R the( proble:nt of
A maintaining stoclcs ot fbrward landing grouh@.s snowed the f‘:lré’c
signs of improvement, Some days naturally elapsed before the
" full effect of the :i_mprovemen’c could be felt, bﬁt the orgonisa-
tion for distributiod from then on definitely reiieved. the

pfessure on the B.B.M.C.

/Discussions were

e
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Discussions were held with Force Headguarters, and it was
agreed ‘that Army vehiclas would undertake the. transport of supplies
from BERBERA to JLJJIGA. From thereon to DIREDAWA, MIESSO, end in
turn ADDIS ABABA, the B.B.M.C. undertook the transport until the
raiiwgy could be utilised. ' ‘ ’
DIREDAWA: The final stage was now I;e’ached. With the s
openiﬁg of railway facilities between DIREDAWA and AWASH, _a‘nd again
from AWASH fo ADDIS ABABA, Army convoys previously dropping their |
loads at Jijjiga contimied through to Diredawa, This left the
B.B.M.C.\ free to move their transport further north, eveni;,uallj'b
at ADDIS ABABA: the final disposal of their Company being a
'de‘tac}nnent at AWASH to supervise stocks by réad across the river, .
}two sections at MOJJO to maintain supplies at ALGATO, SHASI-UMNA
and DALLE, and one scction at ADDIS'ABABA to augment the M0IJO
‘seétiéng if necé;ssa::y, to move-.mpplic.é from}railhead to ADDIS
ABABA -aarodmﬁe;, and to caxry stocks to a.ny acredrome. which mey be
served froﬁ; ADDIS ABABA itself, | ‘ .
, NANYUKT: | Nothing has ;Deen said in detail of the supply
position on the front served from 'NANYUKI (isee the NEGHELLI,
YAVELLO ,’ TOKITAUNG front)e No serious breakdown occurred there,
'de'spife most arduous c;ondi"cions. . In some cases, the transport of
stocks was over mere tracks, and in later sta_ges? during the rainy
season, con'voys'only' got_ through after days of arduous travel, "and :
at points with the assistance of tractors to remove otherwise o

hopelessly bogged vehicles.

(Tbo much praise cannot be accorded to those who have assisted
so materially in prodiving the lifew-blood of the Air Force
in the East African campaign),

[

(TheAa'bov:e is transeribed from Appendix "H" to A.Ce Sowrey's
"Report on Air OpsSe IeEefe 10 Febe - 5 April 1941. -
AeHBe II J7/1), ,
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DISFOSITIONS OF THE S.i.A.F. UNITS
OFERATTONS AGATNST TTALIAN SOMALIL/ND

. A:ILJPDI\IDIX "L"

AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF

Unit

Advanced Air Headguarters .
H.Q. and. DetaChrﬂent

Nos2 (F) Squadron S,A.A.F.
Communication, Transport and
Ambulance Aireraft,

HeQe Noo2 Winge

H.Q. and all Flights

Noe12 (B) Squadron S.A.A.F,
H.Q. and Detachment )

Noe3 (F) Squadron, S.A.AF. |
De%ac}gmc):n’cho.ng)’ SqUAAron SeiedeF.
Tt Flight No.4l (A.C.g Squadron

SeAe&Fe (under 12 (4) Div.)
Detachment No.2 (F) Squadron S.i.A.F.

SeAdAF. (under 11 (4) Div,)
Detachment Nos3 (F) Squadron 'S.i.ilF.

Detachment Nos3 (F) Squadron S.i.i.F,
HeQe and "A" Flight Noell (A4C.)
Squadron SeisieF. (under 12 (4) Div,)

'HeQe and all Flights No,11 (B)

Squadron S.idei.H, ‘
Detachment No.2 (F) Squadron S.i.A.F.

"A" Flight Noo4O (A¢C,) Squadrom
So}.\..A.F. (U.Ild-er l (S.A.) Div.)

HeQs and "B" and "C" Flights

NossO (AsCo) Squadron, S.A.h.F.
(under 1 (Sels) Dive)

Detachment Noe2 (F) Squadron Seles.F.

HeQe NO¢60 (S) Squadron S.i.i.F.
Glen Martin Flight

Detachment Noa3 (F) Squadron S.A.4.F,
HeQ. and Detechment No.3) (S) Flight

- Seded Fo

Detachment Noo3L (S) Flight S.hef.F.

\ |
"B" Flight Nos41 (4.C.) Squadron %
|

|

3

|

3

|

)

Location
Garissa Bast

’
'

Garissa F{est

Ndegets Nest
Gangcha.
Ali Gabel
Hus.s'e:iniz
Lokitaung
Marsabit
Neirobi

Mombasa

Dar-es~Salaam

1, Situated approx, 5 miles south of Liboi.

) 2, Situated approx. .27 miles north of Garissas
(The cbove' is compiled fron AeCe Sowrcyts "Report on Aixr Opse IeEeiie
10 Febe ~ 5 fpril 1941"3 A.HB. IT J7/1 ond Droft Despatch, Feb
Mey 1941, File M,151/1 ohd S.i....F. Records,)
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FUEL CONSUMPTION OF THE S.ieicF. AIRCRAFT™

Avercge Average
.Tan.k: Consunmption Endurance
Ca; ccity  per hour or Range
Hurricane A gals. 35 gals, 3 hours at the

most economical
specd and allowe
ing % hour for
fighting

- Bury 50 golss 35 gals. Slightly under
: : 1% hours

Hartbee
"1 main tank of 65 golse : :
2 gravity tanks of 19 gals.,) 103 galse 20 to 25 gals., 3 to 3% hours
“each.= 3B gals, ' ' ‘ o
Fairey Battle ‘ /
Some were 257 galse 4O to 50 gals, 1,000 miles
and others were 290 gels,

JU.86
2 tanks of 170 gels,
e = 340 gals.
1 extxn tank of
50 galse )

3% galss, 70 gals, . 5 hours

Glen Martin
2 tenks of 210 gals, ‘
638 galse 75 to 80 galse 6% hours (at a

- speed of 220 myp.he

1. tank of 218 galse

Communication end Transport The statistics voxy according to the type of
Adrcraft aircraft (renging from Valentias to Repides
end other smell types)e

1, Compiled from AeC. Sowrey's Draf't ‘
Despatch Feb, - May 'hls (File Mel51/1) o
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GENERAL, NOTE ON THE. CONSTRUCTION I MATNTENANCE. OF
LANDING GROUNDS IN EAST AFRICZL, TTALIAN SO‘\.’.AL]IuND
AND ABYSSINIA

(From Report by Coptain Mull:t.ns to
the CeReE,)

A short ndfe on the Engineering aspect of the construction
and maintensnce of land:.n,_, grounds in British East Africa,
Somalilend and Abyssinia would not be out of place,

Geologic;ally,- Kenyz, Soueliland and Abyssinia can be
divided into three sections:- '
le The Highlands of Kenya bounded b l\IT.ALu, MARSABIT, KITUI and -

MAGADI, which is maianly volcanic :|.n erection and ranses in height
fron 4,000 to 8,000 feet.

Where a flat piece of couniry suitchle for a 1o .nd.lnr ground
is found in this area, it is generally grass ‘coverea but based on
black cotton soils In dxry weather the la.ncl:v_n" ground is very
good but in wet weather becones exixeme]y 5011, and unsuitobles
The only nethod of constructing permanent 1ancz:,.n'r'g3:~'0unds is to
lay dovm herd surfact TUnwe; y.: as was done at NAIROBI and IJAMU}\.E.

\

1 . .
¥ RUNURUTI s Wiich has a larg.e sand-content in the earth, is a

notable exception and is vir‘tua "'r all weather,

2. The Somaliland Low (,ountr;)r bound.ed ‘roughly 'by uulsRS.AuIEL‘ GARISSA,
L.A.w!U ITALA~GORRAHET, ‘ '

.This area, as a w}ery general.rule, is hot‘ higher than
1,500>feet ebove sea level and consists of a sea deposit clay ﬁifl«.‘
either bleck soil or red ecxrth as an overlay. It is heavily bush
covered, usually Ey light scrud and bush 6 inches in diometer.
Ocicasioneliyrlz;r'ge"breés up to 18 inches in diemeter are also
encountered, |

A For dry weather lending ground.a any flot may be
seleéted and clec:ced,  Ant heaps which grow to o large size
present the only difficuI‘Ey. Waen no r.zech,:{niéal plant was availe
able s experience sho:.:red that the beéﬁ mothod of getting rid o
these was to saw thewm off, using a think steel cable tied between
two lorries, The lorries were tied back to 'ba'ck Wﬁ;hl alapro;dlalgﬁely

50 feet of cable between therie The cable weg bien hooked round the
k /ent heap and

T1. Sifuated approx. 125 WGles NOTth Of Neirobie



.a.nt hevc.p and then the lorrles placed.ab right angles to each other.
One lon'y was then drlven ioz. mc’l to‘ ring the other lorry with its S—
brakes on. The second lorry then tows the first lorry. In this
method the ant heap vwaé very quickly disposed of and could there-
éf‘bér be broken up anG carted awoyre
The ant hills were seldom 1arr-e enough to couse any trouble
as tne ants bu:_'Ld flat cevities u_ndercrrouncl, usuallv not more than
3 :1.nches deep - unllke South Af‘rlce and Rnoc'tesu.. , -
In this area, if hard recl soil is encou:ntered,i an all-~weather
landing grouncl is easily ponsi:ziicte'c’l,; which is sOTE m dry weather
but hordens up well during rain,- the only difliculty be_Lnr- that
after the first rain the holes ccused by the removal of tree sturps
subside and have to be filled in, ,
Where black cotton soil is enc.opﬁtered, &ll weather landing
grounds cannot be made without hu.'r‘ﬂ 4surfacing;. An ‘excmple is
AFMADU .
An ex.mﬁle of lendin: ground built on red soil is HUSSEDII,
where the surface :mproved m.th each shower that fell on i, Where
ant heaps were removed, as at HUSSEINI, it was found thet new ant
hebaps 12 inches high were re-built within Zh.‘hoﬁi‘é, 'a.nd:prn.c:'tice
showed the most effective way to decl with tuese (as dizging out
was undesircoble) was to pour 87 Octé.ne fuel dovm the main hole and
then clos.e up. all.ven‘cilation noles,

5. The Abyssinien Highlands which corprise virtually the whole of

AbZSSiIfL&.
The landing grounds are difficult to find in this area 7~

owing to the softness of the ground o_nd the hilly country.

Isolated areas are good and these hove natural all weather landing

grounds, = For exarmple JIJ.IIGA, CHDTILE and the area near LAKE

.ALG.ATO. The rest of the country consists of heavy ’curf even

where it is level, and it is ¢ post impossible to u.nd all wsather

landing grounds at ADDIS ASABA, The tarmac was over o Toundation ‘ /“) '
of 18 inches of hand paciked rock a;nd even in thié case there had d

(RS 2 S .
been a subsidence in seversl ploces,

’

. /he CENERAL NOTE .
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Lo GENERAL NOTE,

During the cavpaign the orov:.s:Lon oi’ 1md1nf grouncs was

well within the power of a Unit consisting of tinee Buropeans and
-
30 Africans for the construction and maintencnce of aerodromes in

B

enery uerrmoxy. It is advised that Units should not be 1o orger

than this in order to facilitate mobility; bigger convors are
slow in 'm.ovn_ng. Where more permanent ‘vorl: is reou:u:ed appeals

. could elweys be mate G0 road gongs or Army Jnlts.

'

With resord to tools, the most sui'table are mattacks and
shovels with lorge quontities of light wire rope: many spare

hondles for the tools rmst be carried,
5e History of the Aerodrome Meintenance Unit,

In order to deal w:.tn the neintenance ond construction

of lm(lu 5 grounds durlng, t_.e carmalgn it isi-

(a) Necessary to explain the position at the ouﬁbreelc_ of war
in September, 1939. At this time in Kenya some of the main
aerodrones were under R.A.7. control, and others were con-
structed ond meintained by the Civil Government,  This
continued until June, 19,0, vhen a s21l Unit consisting of
Sgte Sco’ct and nine A& c::‘.. s, with one lorry, was put
cherge of Aerodrome mnintenance ond qonstnlc:-izion in the

forward areas: of the Northern Froniier District.

(b) In Septeunber 190 it was reolised thot further construction .

and neintenance would be necessaxy and the Aerodyrome

Maintenance Unit was coastructed (under the DeC.Esy L, Of Co)o

The Unit consisted of one Ou:.oer, nine British ¥,C.0's and

70 EoAJL.Se Africens, It was divided into four sub-units,

.

each of which had a section of landing grounds under its

CaXe.

(c) When the advence started .ot thz end of J aruzaxy 1941, there

were then four sub-units each conslgtin; oi‘ two British

V.C.0's and 20 Africons, with one 3-—ton truck and one l~ton

truck eache. Ceptain Mullins , and under him Sgt/Major Scott,

was in charge of .all these Units and carried out the
: /inspection and

12 -
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insy ct:n.on and sune sed COllSu""u(,’LlOl’l of lancl:_ng; g,rounds. :

Cap‘cain 'Tull:n.ns ulno clld. all the necesscrv 11:,.10011 work

'

'bet feen the A:L‘r' Porces o.nc’l uhc L"xg:l.neers. ' o .

W'hen t‘le a.dw mce st'lrtecl, two of ’snec:.e ,sec ions were @t

ALT GAB;.. ancL had JlJ.S‘t constructed ALT GABE and GAIMA C—AILA

These two nectlon.; under Sg,t/‘& ajor ._,oom , went fomrarcl W:’Lth the

ad.vance',' leaving Abyssinia: to be ,c'lee.l'i: with. by the other two

s M
H R '

Umtu. o T

ALT G:LBE (dmens:.op" 900 y::r‘d.: x lpO vo,ra.;.) had 'bee " con-

structed b'r one section with the help of o :naphines of the

26th Road. Goys m;d aireraft were placed there at ‘the beginning

-of Fe'bruary, as soon as ii‘: vas ready. As ig well "knovm, it

was from this. landing gro i tnat a Hun“1che B’lo‘h’cer operzted

’

within h ro days o.E‘ belna located there a.n<3. in- .111 counted

..

,for‘one _O.R.L|2 and“bhree Cgmroplu in the pir and one CD.T)I‘OIIJ.

,(e)

-on uhe srrou.ncl A

i

As the A:my ndv‘,.nced L‘ron LEROI t‘ae gencrelpoiicy was that

| i 1edla.te sug port from the- a:.r iou" d be leen .).s goon as a

\su'itable landing grbu_nd could be construc,ﬁec‘i. ‘This neces_s:l.-

tated recommaissance worL be:mg Gone bv 2 Senior mexber of the

)

Unit who, of necess:rtv , nad to e richt up Wlth tr\_e u.dvmced

troops, and Cap! ta:_n Mulllns usuall*r ca.cr:.ecl ou‘b these

.I'ecomhlssmlces. - As -moon b.s o suiteble site was located the

(£)

/

rest. the unit was broucfl t up.

A’c EELES GUGANT it was necessary to construct a landing’

: ,ground for A.C. u:u:cr'a:f’t end l"fbtew*"vrlwary to the at ‘k

: o'n ARMADU, One was const“uc’ced in recorcl time (u.:nenulonb

l OOO X 60 yards) ' Th_e coun‘bry cons:.s*ed of thick bush and.
an hee ps were nlen’cli‘ul o ' L,

* On 6 I‘eorucxr'y, :III..»tI’L‘LCLlO'*‘lo were :.ssued t.tdc 1and:mrz

ground .'suitable‘for-Hu:rrican figh'ber Wwas necessary 'by the
even:i.ﬁg _of the 8th. The most suitable site was selected

~

and the :11‘1: immediately 'started cleari_ﬁg the ’oush 'v"r.'l.t‘-_l the

aid of one Platooq off tae K.de R. As no machinery was
/uvallable the "

L . S AY

".‘!,,,

R
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available the nethod of clearing was %o chdp £he small bush
by hend, but the larger trees were lcosened by cutting their
roots or by the use of explosives, A 3-ton truck was then

o

hitched on to the tree znd towing in jerky fashion proceeded

until the tree come out.

By the morning of the 7th it became cleosr that only 700
yards would be ready }',;,- the evemo of .'i:hc.a &th, unless
rechanical pl’a.nt was used, A Biill‘ciézer end Auntopatrol .'rrere
“borrowed from the 26‘th Road Coye and ‘these arrived on the
morning of the 8th, Work wes started at 06,00 hours and ‘by »
09400 houxrs thg remo.ining portion 6f thé bush and three large

.

ant heaps over an area 1,000 yords x 60 yords wes cleareds

The surface was .still rough and uneven, The section tried to

level it by hond and by towing a large tree up and down, The
Autopatrol had‘broken down and o detail we.s se-ﬁ’c back to LEBOT
for spare parts, He returned af 21,00 hours and thé levelling
of' the lending ground proaeeded. & car wes driven next to

the [mtopatrol with one headlight turned sidewsys-to indicate

to the driver where his blade was, and by 02,00 hours on the
9th the whole surface had been gradécl. AL 06430 hours the
first Ha:rtbees arrived end by 12400 hours there were 8 Hartbees
and three Hurricanes on the 1&:'{1\'15.113 gro.{md..' The only
dif‘fiéulty which then had to be dealt with was the dust
question., When any aircraft took off , vast clouds of cust
were seiit up and visibility for a few minuteé was almost
nil,

~From BELES GUGANT the section Wen‘-a. forirard with the Inlenty

. -

to AFMLDU, which was the first Italian lending ground to be

| captured. Iines were expected cn the lending ground, or other

devises to render it unserviceable, bwut in no instance through-
cut the campaign were mines found on eny landing grounds ond,
in fact, until DIREDAVA was reached, no attempt had been made

srounds unserviceable.

JERMADT

2

by the enemy to render eny of its landine

.
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AFUADU lending ground itself concisted of black
cotton soil and was slightli rutted, but after the holes

and ruts had been filled in and scrub cut, aircraft used
the landing ground for some time, although great care had |
to bé showi, Tho'rns on the landing ground presented a
'problem whicia could not be overcor.{e , and ﬁungtured. tyres
were frequen'i’:. _ |

(h) From AFMADU the section proceceded to KISHMAYU, = The

' géisting runways at GOBWEN, which was the main Ttclian
.aefodrome , weré extended and irproved, They ‘oonsis’ced‘ )
of bad black cotton soil but rortunatel- during operations-
there dry weather prevailed,

" GOBJEN Satellite was used by a:’rcraiv’i;.of the 0,T,U..
but was far from guii;able, and it was Telt unwise to base .
any other aircraft there.

(3) Once the JUBA RIVER had been crossed, VARGHERTTA
landing g;round was improved and extended and JELIB also
was cleared. |

(k) ' .As the advance proceeded towards ~Bl%’.zixv_ﬂ.., investiga—-

- tions Wwere carried out and es i‘;her result of reconnaissance
it was decided that the lending grownd at BRAVA, used by the

, Ttalians, was unsuitable. % was on the beach end. was

only 500 yards scuare, A new sitce was chosen in the
light 'busiq at MODUI, The site was far from goo.d, ut
neéessi"cy reguired its use and it was in i’ecfc used‘for
a few days by Hartbees and Hurricane,s.

(l) - After BRAVA, the next l;a.nding g,rou:ﬁd used wa‘;:
VITTORIO d'AFRICA, = This needed very little work; was .

' . ! . '

a good landing ground, not all weather and very dust;,

’

It was used by a Bomber Squadron fox some tivne,
(m) . MOGADISHU was entered on 25 Februsr and here
both the aerodrome vuildings and hangars were excellent,

The aerodrome itself was one of the rougnest and the

-surface the worst that our aircralt had to operate on
: /during the

)
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during thé entire qg.rrpaign. The soil conilsﬁed of white sand

with scrubby grass, No a-.ttemp‘t was made to level the surface s
although the 4.0.C. suggested that a heavy rail could be
dragged soross it in order to level the sand.

- Captain Hullins and his staf? .felt that nothing cbuléi be
done té imbrove the suffat:e;, as he contended it could only be
levelled by ,refnoval of thve" grass, a;.nc"a if this waé done the sand
wopld have been bl‘cwn‘away. b3‘r the wind, ‘ 0

(n) F;r'om MOGADISHU the advénce party of the lénding grcmnd
section v»renu forward with the Armoured Cars to BELET UEN to
test the landiag grc;un&. Théy accoﬁlpanied the party caizying
fuel for the Hurricanes., The advahce had been delayed by four
days at MDGADISHU;

‘BELET UEV was requix;ed‘ufgently in an attempt to make

: contaé’c with the re‘creéting eheny.

On the way to BELET UEN, BELEB, MAHAODEI AVD BULO EERTI
were inspected. These landing grounds were ‘suitable for light
aircraft, but. the so:.l was very bad,

(o) After BELET UEN, GORRAHET was the noxt large landing ground
used. The surface was bad in wet weatllei“, wilch was
fortunately not encountered. In dry weather the su‘faée R
which is approximatelyr 2 miles scsuare, :'.s excellent, From
GORRAHET heavv bonibers oPerated for some t:.me.

(p) . DAG—AI{BUR was the next large 1anc1:|.ng ground used both b,>
fighters .and bonbera. N Between GORRA}EI ‘and DAGTIABUR the

B na.pure of ‘the country cnangea aortmt_‘;; : DAGEABUR was the
first all vreat’:_er ...,ndlng, ground encounterg,o... It was srxlail
dand hed to-be extenoed to enable the nurrlca_vres to operate
with sa.‘fe“cy. Whilst based at DAGATBUR the Hurricanes
operated against DIREDAVA with such marked success, and 11:

' was here too that the hend of providénce showed i’cself on our
sides )

Lieute Duc:le;r, wiile taking. off, was saot dowm b‘r 2

C.R.h.Zs. A: the ciucial moment Captain Theron a.nd
/lieut, Venter,



(q) -

existing la_nt]j_ng grou_nd was soft but could b"e‘é‘:used salel: by

(r)

(s)

o

Venter, return:l.ng from a pa+r01 saw the 1n01dent a.nc’l aceounted
for the two enemy fighters. .

From DAGQ.HBUR the next move was madé to J IJJIGA. . The

all types of a:iréraft in most conditions, Its obvious

LI ) -

_position, however, reacu,rcd it unwise for tbe location of

Qpera.tionanguad;;ops. Satellites wcre, tne,relo ‘e, selected
on the pla;i_ns, and on these Fighters, the Cmmmﬁca‘ti:on
Squadron and the two Bomber Sc¢ uu.drons were oaued. Five
satellites were built in all, "L’lc, vork éﬁtailed being very
little and was completed within five days.

Once the adva.nce pas.)&,(l berrond the m_z-.RDq PASS attempts
were made to loaate a suiteble land:m"' ground nezr IARRAR, but
despite careful investigation and the enlistment of the aid of
the Infa.nﬁry, nothing suitable cotila be"fo'und ﬁn‘cil 15 miles
beyond HARRAR, near the approach to the DIRED A7A PASS, Here
an opeI; ground pauch was selec ted 'mo.,used for o 1ew da*rs, but
rain 1nterve"1c-3d anu the lancéing ground became unsuitable,
not. so mich as the direct result of the rain on ‘%ile curface
as the seepage of water from the surroﬁﬁdin;g 3ills, Mo
o*:uera‘cional Squadron was ever based on this landing ground,
as 'thl..: was not necessary owing to the speed of the advance.

- A% DIRED.AZ?'JA a landang ground, largely used by the enemy,

hrd ite surfece furrowed in lincs very widely spaced in an
attcmpt by the cnerp to ronder it unscrviccables Two hours. |

Ve

work with 20 mon sufiiced to rendor o runwey sfc for aireraft,

Tt sccms thot unless at least 304 of th catire Lxen o.fhc
land.mg grou:ud is complothJ ploughed up, very 111:1:1(, work
:u:, reguircd to repcir Oamgo Ty f‘urrowmg.

DIRED.AAYA, landing ground itself in wet wegther was soft,
but not unsafe exéept for aircraft heavily bombed or laden,
and tais because at certain times vmcn taking orf into wind,
the mnv"a;-,; was uphill and the ta.l:e‘ofi‘ 7a5 over the town,
Communlca‘clon aircraft heavily lade:l found difficulty in

using thisrlanding groﬁnd. ‘
' ' ' /(%) Owing

)



SECRET

(t) Owing to the above difficulty, CHINELE, a satellite of
DIREDAWA, was imnediately inspocted and it was found that a

Conpa'.rry"of.‘ Nigerians nad, of t‘heir o'\frn accord, alrecdy repa:l.red
the damage done by the enemy, They had done tie work '.'{eil
and aircraft v;'ere able to use this landing ground instead of
the main landing ground: it was in fact all weather and
infinitely 'bettef than the main, -

(w) - The” Army expected the enemy to hold them up at the AVASH
for some tine, MIESSO and ARBA landing grounds were éonsidered
unsuitable fbr operai;,ional work, as they were too close to the

eneny and their exact location was known, Alternative landing

grounds were looked for. Eventually a site was selected some

R .
LR R

six miles back from AFASH, but as it would have taken not less
than three days to prepare, and the expected hold-up at the .
AWASH did not materialise, this was gbandoned.

IVEE§SO was then used for a Tew days as the enery had not
successiully resisted. us at the AVASEH. ’fhe’ landing ground
at the AVASH was also used for one operation by Hurricanes and
for one dsy by the Hertbees. . Its dimensions arc 1,500 x 100
“yards and although it dries very quickly after rain, it was not
considered éﬁffieiently healthy to base a Squad.r;‘on there,

(v)  ADDIS ABABA was entered on 5 April, The tarmac hé.‘d. only.
a few bomb holes in it and the main work consisted of the’
clearing of burnt out eneﬁgr aircraft from the runways, and t.!?
£illing-in of the new bomb holess Despite its altitude, all
aircraft, including the heavy bombers, used the landing grounc
with safety « The heavy bombers at all times took off dowm
hill and landed on the non-macadamised surface parallel to
the tarmac runway, This enabled landing up-hill and it was
also rar ecasier on the tyres of the aircraft: e:c.periellcﬁe.
sho;fred that at the moment of impact on landirng, tyres were

" badly damaged by the termsc.

/&) ADAMA and



(w) . ADANA and MOJJO had becn lookcd at on the way to ADDIS ,

P
2 ER N ard Y
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: F et R

'bﬁ‘c were éoﬁsidercd unsuiteble at thért stagg. _Evgntually the T~
neecd to have a'f’oxw.-: 2d basc for operations for -a Bomber ‘

Squadron was so great that t‘n'c, main and satellite landing

rrrou.nds at ¥M0JJO were repciied, (thc cnemy had furrowed ‘chese)

and bombers and fighters wc:ce then 1oca:l,cd thore. _

(x) - After ADDIS had been tc_ken, the Arny advanced towards

DESSTE and a landing ground vas very bz;zoly necded for _’che A.Co - BN

aiI‘ci‘a:f‘t :Ln order to support ‘them', especially in their attack

against TESSIEe 'Un;f‘o:tu.na‘cely no suitable landing ground was

located nor could one be buili:.v Geological and weather condi-

tions precluded this and no ;uitablé la.ndi:l;;g ground was located,

and none was used until DESSIE hed boen taken. )
KOMBOLCHA was then used, This landing ground, rlespité

the fact Atha‘c it is taxmec, gave all save the .most experienced

pilots great difficulty, Therc is a decided slope on the

© runway and the runway runs across the prevailing wind.

(y) '

(2)

In adGition to the advence northwards towords DESSIE, the
Army were also contemplating an advance southwestwards towards
JIMMA, dnrl south gastwerds towards SPJ.S}W_&TA. A landing
ground et WALCHITTI was located hut not used as it was con-
sidered unsuitable,

Towards the Sgutiz, ALG‘;\:L‘O was‘ located and extensively .
used, This Proved to be a good operational landing ground
and was éxtensiveiy used}in the later stages of the caquaigﬁ."

Once ADDIS had been tcken the nced for landing grounds

for commmnication aircraft on the run between NAIROBI and

DIREDAWA became great amcl‘t‘_he Aerodrome Upit was recalled '
in order to attend to the maintensnce of landing grounds
vhich these aircraft would use. ‘The route followed was -
WATROBI, NEDEGE'S IEST, LUGH FERRANDI, GORRAMET, JIJJIGA,

DIREDATA Biergency Landing Grounds At GORRAMEI a satellite

)

» landlng grouna nod boen built 10 miles oupt of the mnin landing

grou“lo., zad 1t wes found thet this lb.nc.:x.ng grount, wless
redn wes Bo plentdifiid oo to ilood it, i Al weather,

/The main
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The main aerodrone, howévef, continued to be used as
well as the setellite.
In conclusion it should be pointed out thet in
addition. to "the oonstnw’cion and maintenance and inspection
of landing grounds carried out by Captain ullins and. his
gtaff, it was found advigable in all cases to inspect
lahding gfounds before la.hch‘.ng the boubers or f‘igliters there?
and this inspection was normallar carried out by Colonel Preller,
the Senior Air Staff Officer, or a member of the Operational Staff,.
In order to do this, aircrei“t of the Conmwﬁication SQuadron were
i:laced. at their dispoéal when occasion demandede
The great varorl; done by tie Aerodrome Mainfenance Unit

during adverse ‘conditions assisted air operations very materially,

r

(Tae above is transeribed from ippendix "E" to £,C, Sowre;!'s
Report on Alr Ops. I,E..., 10 Feb, =~ 5 Spril 1941; .
ieHuBe II J7/1). . 4 '
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APPZNDIX Q"

NOTE ON THI) SIGNALS SECTION, ADVANCED AIR H.VQ.= EAST
. - AFRICA, DURING THE OCCUPATION OF ITALIAN SONALILAND
’ ) AND ABYSSINIA -

1. It ws realised from the beginning that for an Advanced
Heé.&quartgrs to lopera.‘to laI all aucc‘essfully, it would need a

considereble amount ‘of W/ﬁ‘ ‘equipment and personnel to maintain
continuous commnication, | | -

. Three ilobile Ground Stations, each fitted with one Dainty

‘M\150, were eermarked for this ‘purpose but unfortunately, owing to

tho lack of power supply, these sets were never used with the

Advanced Headquarters, Urgent requests wore sent to tha Union

 early in December to have generating sets hors by the end of

Decem‘ber."-‘ These plants had not yet 'érrived by the md.dle of
January and avfux"‘cher requost was sent to aespa.tch the plants by
aire The uﬁion agroed and ive heaved. a si@h of felief but un-
Portunately the Union later found ‘it 'impossiblé to move the plants
by 'air. It then became ciear that the three lobile Ground |
Stations were virtually useless, and some other action had to be
teken to provide the Advonced Heedquarters with cb_mmunicafions.

2 There were two courses‘open to us:=’ ‘

" (1) (a) It wos assumed that the Advanced H,Q, wowld always be
within Despatch Rider distonce from the Wing HeQe and
that if their .staf? and equiprent wore cughonted, they
would be oble to do all the advancod HeQe Conmumnicotionss

(b) Noakd Squcdron, which would be vorking srith Noell and 12
Divisiong, wao bally in necd of operators, and opcrotors
opigintlly intondod for the Advonced HeQe oould bo ‘posted -
to then, n

- (o) Provido two of Nop3 Squadron's Flights, moving up in
closo gupport of tho .xry, srith GoP, Scts mountod on
i-ton Trucks, . :

(2) Utilise the 2 GoP, Sets intended for, and badly needed by
. Noe3 Squedron and post no operators to No,4l Squadron,

~ The first course was -decided upon,

3, GIRISSA = 9,2,h1s = 16,2,4, Distance from Nairobi 200 miles,

‘Advanced A'ir'Headqua.rte’rs was established at GARISSA, 2
liobile Ground Stations were attaclied to Noe2 Wing (Nos2 Wing had

power) plus two mechanics end four operators, '
/2 GP, Sets
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2 G.P. Sets were- gwen to Noe3 Squ o.ron and four emeriehced

operators were posted from li.lI?.~H‘.Qo .A. 'to No .L.L]. Squadron. o

Qortmunicé’ciong
. i\TO.Z Winé maintained the foilowing communications:-
| 7120 Continuous pte to Pte i -
5910 Continum.ls pte to pt .. .
:}. x 6525 .A.lI'CI‘c.f't Watch”
" (hs required when Arpy set falled.)
Theoreticslly, the sbove arrangements should have.worked
well bu't Wil’lg Headquarters srere zpproximately 20.miles away on a
very badf .I;bac'i{.and' tl.'ie line commmnication Droﬁded b}/ the Army was‘v
not very. rellablc, and it soon became cleo.r thdc the best course
had been followed..‘ Comrrmn:.c'fcion while not be:_rg g,ood was not
bad. and urgent messages were flown over in gases where a Despatch
Rider would have ,'been too SIQW. A ,
However‘, :;Lt 'Exllu stage, nothing c;ould. be done as power was
not yet avq.laole and the G.P. Sets, at this st"ce, could not be
~withdresm froa Nos3 Squadron. T
X Note le 'I‘nc. Glen M.art:r vias freouen’cly uent out 1'0 do long
s’cra:bEg:Lcal reconno.l '.nce I’llghts, of up to ,:Sl.'}{ hours duration,
Two wey cowmm:.cetlon I‘rom the .Q. .controlln,nr the operation,
to the .a:L.rcreft doing’ the 30301511 Wec shown to be of utmost
) :anpor‘bonce, in ordezrh‘t:;!at inf Orn.u'olon 01‘31,:;1'1‘;@0. by the Jrcraft
could be qu.ickly acted upon, M.ob:;le:ﬁroun@ Stetion at an
Advanced Headqua:c'ters to fulfil this f‘ﬁnc‘cion, therefore, was
) ve:cy neces.ady Acase in pointi~: L,
| The Bo.ttle aireraft waich reporﬁgd that ;nérohant ships
were leaving KISMATU harbour, s oniy reported.this on it's
remrn.u ’.'L‘n.:Ls Jﬁ‘PC‘I"ﬁa'tIOn-Wau_ gf- .extreme mxpor’cance to the

.Ngv;,r and an’ :Lmned_..f,cc renort by W/T-would heve simplif :Led

the Navy’s cas:—: of captur:.ng “the merchant vessels,_

B NN S i S
PR - . BER O

"/l KISMAYU:

5600 Pt, to pt -Nave a1’ Co-oneratmg Force a.nd MOIDBASA ‘

)
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. b SEU: - 17,200, - 2620
-~ © T Distance Prom NATROBI - 368 milese

Advenced Air-Headquorters moved to KISMAYU, while N'o.;'

W'ipg' remeined at GARISSA. Tn order to provide commnication, the
following cction had to be taken. -
| One GoP. Set was taken fron Noe2 Wing (."Z"SJinggvfhén on
the move, had used this bet as their Advenced W/T S‘ca‘i%ion and

o~ : teking it asiay dversely effected their comnmnlcg.tlons during tae.n_r
subsequent move to KISMAV). ST

A further G.P. Set was withdrawn Irom No,3 Squedron (See
notes on :_yo.‘B Squadron commmnications).

Commnications?

Good cofmiications were maihtai:aéd on 7120 and 5910 Kcis,
with all Units in BAST AFRICA and AIR H,Q. E.Av, Nairobi, Daily
avercge of Sigral Groups - 1,000,

Note 2, General:

Only one 28 ft, mast was aveiléble of that time and
both asrials wers 's”cru_ng on to the same mast, In
'spi‘ue of this, the interference between the two sets "

" vas w}énr““sligilt. |
Distilled Wa.tér wae made oy uéing;' a brazing lamp Sor
hea.’cing 2 norrmally electrically 'dp"erated’.. plant, the
elements heving béen first removed,

5e MOGADISI’HI: 272elile = 243¢h1s
Distance f‘ror1 ATROSI 58 m::.les.

i Section arrived MOG-AD.LSHU. L ‘
| Q;' ‘ . Equipment: Three aircraft .I/T sets T.1083~R,1082 (One of
| these sets had previously been used by
Sgt. Rosam .aboa;rd H.il, Ships for communication
with our E.irc;ra;f"t duringr the Naval bonbardment
of IC[SUVU and oRrV.é)

Comnunicatlons: Communication was carrled out on t\m

' .. . frequencies, 7120 and 5910 Ka's, with all Air Force Units in Bast
Africa and ATR H.Q. B.ki., NATROBI, but was not continuous due to:
/(a) Bad
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(a) Bad fading nerlodg s (b) W/T- sets insufficiently- prwered,
(e) Atmosphemc CO"’ld.l'ClonS.
® Bad fading 'wa.s experienced at periods by all units in East
Africa. ‘.
At one period, the .e‘;rlrty ; Air Force and conﬁgfgicl W/T Stations in -
NATROBI could receive no sn.gnals at all, Daily a\}era.ge of signal
groups - 3500. o |

6. . MOGADISHU: 12¢3¢l41e = 2L.34/:l,
: Distance from Nairobi, 584 miles,

Section re-opened MOGADISHU

Ecuipment: Two aircraft /T sets T,1083-R.1082 =
One T41090 - R,108.L

One set T41083 ~ R.1082 returned to No,218 AM.E.S.

Commnications: It was realised that és the Headqua.rl‘:ersl

contlnued to adv;nce, /T Communlcatlon with base, w1t1 small-

powered W/T sets wbuld be unsat*? vfbcto*"r A pexﬂna.nen‘c‘ -remotely

controlled W/ Suatlon was therefore erected at MOGADISHU to act as
aWw/r link between Advanced Air H.Q. a.nd Air HoQey Eods

The Station cohsisted ot

z{” (a) One.iel50 trensmitter (returned from No.2 Wing Hale)

working on 10005 Ke's. “ '
(’b)‘ One locally constructed tronsmitter (60 watts input)
working on 7120 Xc's, | |
(c) Typex mz.ch:ine. ‘ y ,
Note 3.

# This. transiitter had to be conpletely overhauled., Its .
construction and suspenwlon is deflnltelv unsuitable for
travel over bad roa.ds.

(@) Enemy mast gear,

This W/T Station took over all W/T communicotion for No.il
S¢uadron H,L, while they were at MOGADISHU; cormmnicdtions for
No.2 Wing Q. aurmb the period the Wing HoQs was on the move,
and 'A.my comrunicetions between A'dv. Force H.Q, and Rear Force il.G.

Daily average of signal £Toups ~ = 4000,

| /7. GABREDARRE:
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7s.  GABREDARRE:. 21.5 L1, - 23.;.41. B
' ' Distance from N xIROBI 770 miles, :

‘ Sectlon exrrived at GABREDARRE,
‘Equipment: = Two au‘craft gets T.1063 - R,1082
| One T,1090 - R4108)
. Two Ml5's (15 watts) |
‘:Comwmications" Comlunlca ulOn was ove"led on 10005 K'cs,. and

5910 Ke's w:u;h Air Force Units ll’l East Africo and Air H,.Q E.A.,

' at NAIPOBI. and was sa,tmsmctory. Bad fading was exper:.enceo. on

'5910 Kets, durlng the dey,

It was found necessary to-have dnrect cormmnication Wwith CAir

HeQ. ADEN. This was arranged and ADEN joined the 10005 Kc's,

Except during fading periods there wes not one mimute's pause on

he 10005 Xc's chemnel and ordinary traffic was deleyed 2 hdurs,

This was due to- the large number of lengihy priority. signals transe-

m:l.'ttbd for the Army, vie ADERI to Army Authorities-at ADEN and

' BEBBERA end to the fact - ‘chd: Army s:n_gnc'ls bear much hlﬁher degrees

of priority than our own signalo, w’ncn are thercfore delayed

The Station had only tnzjee' W/T Opcrators for two channels.

It was, therefore, necessary for the W.E.M's and the CeSe0. %0

‘keep watches, The whole section suffered from lack of sleep (one

/T operator had no sleep for L2 hours).

Two accurmilator charging sets had to be kept running con-

ti;/nuously o

Dis;cilied vater Ahad fo be mede *v using & brazing J.amp as
no electric power was_ aveilable For the d.istillinrf ple:nt.

The 'ltype mc,.chlne was installed and efficiently maintained,
Power was obta:me& from a 1 k,w, Lister paraffin-clectric plant,
Parc,i‘f:m foz- th:Ls plant could not Bo obt‘md cmcc:pt by odr f'rom
NAIROBI+ | |

The T 1090 trc_nsm:u,ter gove very poor results and was not

ﬁsed as nman hours ‘could nqQt be spared for overihaul,

One M.15 tra.ns-receiver was loaned tc'n‘ TForce HeQe as one of

!

’che:r.r cha.nnels of commnicati 1on had Dbroken dowm,  Daily a:.x}'erage _

signal groups - 4500. /8¢ JIITICA
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“ 8. JIITICA, ' 26¢3ehle = Laliolils | _ -
:Distance from VN.AZ.ERQBI 900 miles., 4 o~

Section arrived JIJJIGA.

Equipmenti Two aircraft W/T sets T‘.1683_ - R,1082
One T,1090 - R,1084 '
One Mil5, '

Tyl
\

Coxmhpicé.tions: Comrmunication was esta'blishéd on 10005 Kc'é
with Air Force Units in East Africa; (except those at .JIJJIGA); Air e |
ﬁ.Q, East Africa and ADEN, and with NO.L1 Scuadron HeQe when that
Squac'_ifon advanced., Conditioné for a free flow of tralffic were |
excellent,

The Typex machine was ma,intaine@. in use throughout the stay.

The staff was reinforced by two /T operators and it was
therefore poséibl_e to commence the reception of Qperafional sumilaries
direct from ISMATLIA instead df;t-,hroggz«.Ajr HuQe Bode, thus easing
the flow of traffic of the 10005 Ke's ‘channely

Ave.fage daily signal groups = L4200, '

O llARRAR lekell,
Distance from ILAIRODI 370 mlles.

‘Section arrived H.ARR.AR. A
Bouipment: Two aircraft W/T sets T.JJSBB - R.1082
“One TJ1090 - R,108% | |
One M415

Communications: Commnication was maintained with all Air-

Force units in East Africa, Air H.Q. Bast Africa and Alr HeQe,

It was found nec;ssary to have more direct communicatior \\
N with Advanced 203 Grc@ (Suden Comnand).  Tais was obtained by
“ASMARA joining the 10005 Ke chamel._
Power supply was now obta;hable Lrom the town m@ms, there-
fore an M,l5 transmitter R obtuzw.c,u J.IY)I" f.T:L‘.g Hey cnd used
on 10005 Ko'se Du:c':.n'f tha periods 17.30 hwurs o 2 ¢.3;OO aours

L

daily tho rein supplyr. wao inoufficicnt to. urL the tronamitter,
Jh:..'l..,t on Sunday aftcrnoons the supply was cut offy The Lister
I X, 7. got would not work the trensmitter cnd Typex mun(, ab

‘the s time, so they werc operated elternctelye

/An eneny
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| An enemy PoE, 7% K. set ‘was obtained from S.4. Force H.Qe ‘
= A Signals section in return for:i- A
(a) The Lister 1 K./, plant,
(b) Repairing Force HeQe Typex'mac;line,
(¢c) The maintenence of Force HoQo ijnéx' machine,
(@) Two enemy P.E. sets giving 220 Vot Lamp DeCe
| Settled condit‘ions at HARRAR perm:';tféd of improverents to
~ ' the W/T Station, Efﬁéienf aerisls and trensrission 1in‘eé'.wvere
| erected and the aircraft W/T sets werc remotely co.zitrolled with
releg}si obtained. from enermy Sourc,es:. |
) An aircraft W/T set was obta:mcd from Noe2 Wing HeQe over-
hauled and rewired, and despa cched by air to LuGrI "EP.RANDI, for
~use on the aircraft lme or COII‘"IunlCc.L.lO"’lS.
During the per:.oc'l when the I‘orce H.»v. Ty’pex machine was
belng repa:l.red oy u"u.s section, opporumltr was taken to thoroughly
overhaul our own nachine, ‘
Average daily s:Lg;nal groups to date 5300,
SUM!LARY
10, | It was most umortunate that t’1e Advanced Headcuarters
was unable to operate with it's full complement of eguipment and
pe.rsonnel; | ’ .
The ';ievotion a:ﬂcl hard work of the opera‘co:'rs s mechaniqs
and cypher staff of} th;.:c.l{ranoed HeQe Signals a:)xc'l Cyphei" .
Section made up for the shortage of e@ipment'ﬁa': Hersonnel and
too mch credit c;a.nhot be given them for the high standard of

A

communlcat:.ons maintained, ’

¥
‘\..!"

To have ma:.nta:med 1deal coxmmmcatn.ons, uhe follow::_ng
egpaipment and perso;mel woul(i have been necessa:mrs- |

3 Complete 4\.00116 Ground Stations, consmtlng of two

T'ra.nsmitters ecache

_ 2 EiL. & P, Vehicles,

r“'"}' : ‘ ' | o ICypher\fan. |

| 2 T‘rc‘ee-ton Truclw, for cerrying personal kit of W/T

person_nel. o '
- R /1 Signals



LiSignals Officer - -+
6 Cypher Officers
2 Sgte W/Ops,

- L Cpls,

" 16 A/M Operators

. 1 Sgte W.E.L

1 Cple WeEJe =+ ¢
2 M\i. WQE.N:.

When a Hoge is l"lO'V’.LnC'; forvard with s ﬁoﬁ rapidity it is
'necesoaxy at all time for one cou@le te section to stand by to move
to the nex{; position a.nd open up comnunlc‘,.ilono t.lere before
closing d.ovm the rear H.Q- |

It will De seen from the abo%re ‘report tnat this was not

poselble with the equipment and. oersonnel a.va.u.lable.

Note 43 Durlng ’ch:.s perlod it was hoped uhat mich mwre assistance

could. have been renclered to B B.h.C Sections operatlnr' ‘

from remote la.nd:mg grounds where no A:Lr Home Unit was

stationed, but the lack of equipment and personnel made

this inlpossible; and the con'sequent' delay in_comioa—

ting with tlleee Sections meant a delay in one "raié. and

also possibly in the movement of the Seuadrons.

A good reserve- of oreracore and transnortable sets under

the control of the Adva.nced H.Q. wou.La. appear to be :r;ecessu.ry
nerefore, in a campax'.lgn like this to meet contmgencmu.

) SQUATRONS -
12, Nookl Scua’c’;rom

This Squo.dronharrnved fro'1 the Union without an_, Ww/T
. eqt,.lpmen‘c or signals personnels Two Army Noe2 Bets, mounted on
vl-'ton t*«ucks, were sent from the Union, uut Noal1 S&uadron never
succeeded in mak:ng them work,

, The Squédrqr; was stationed at NAKURU at the end of Novembex
without any eguipment or personnel a‘nc'L ther were reqﬁired to
commence Oberatiom by the midd_le of Decefn'bc.r.

Note 5: Nosll Sguadron had :Lnsu.cf'lc:.cnt plugs, oOCl\.e'to and
switch um.t for -all their a:n.rcra;f‘“c se‘cs. Four
GoPe Sets were therefore *Lo..ken i‘rom No,ll Squadron and

ut:.l:.sed as Mobile. Sets on l-ton Trucks.

: /A General



SECRET

A Genercl Pur'pose “'/T venicles, fitted w 1tn a T,1090 and
- o o R.108l;. was reuurned 'bv No.l,.0 Sglu?dron, it be:u.ng too cv.mﬂoersome for
| xiobile WOI‘k. | The equlpmont was renoved and opllt between two |
l-ton trucks and transferred to’ No.L;.l Sgu dron., The new mmée?
ment prqv‘é& n_ruch more satisfactory, A few signals persdnnel were
rosted from almost every dther Un;' t in East Africa to meet the
m“leda.r:ce requirements of ‘the Squadron. vThe' Squadron was‘ stil1l
f"\ short of equipment and p’ersqn'ilel » but fortunately, the H.Qs, always .-
remained wi;th one of thé Fiisrhté, thereby easing the situation,
Onlyr flfty per cont of the alrcrc.i‘l, were Titted with TR,1091
Sets and coupled with the shortage of Ground Equipmeﬁt, ground to air
. é.nd air to groimd 'comrr‘iuni'c'c;ifions ‘:}ere'vel*gr 'seldom used’,' although
on the Tew ocdza_.sions waen needed it was used to good effect,

: Ax‘tillez;?" C'o-oi)eratign:

No sets were available in this Squadron for Artillery Co-

operation and in any case no operators were available, even if sets

had been found,

On the Tew occasions when Artillery co-~operation was possible,
© R/T was used ground to air, the .Artlller; using their bmadca.:.'b
Rece:.ver.; to receive the observc. ions,

13, NoJlO Squad‘ron.

The equipment of this squadron con.,n.sbe of
1 Mobile Gyound Station (2 Helf ))
6 G.P. Sets mounted on l-ton trucks made up in East
Africa from sets robbed from aircraft. :
6 TR,1091 Sets 'on i~tomers for Artillery CO—-OPGI‘c.ulOI'l.
‘A1l aircraft were fitted with TR,1091 Sets but it was some
. | V time after the Squadrpn conmenced operations before all pilots
were provided with W/T fittings for their helmets.
Ground to air and air to ground was not eitensivel;* used at
the oom;uéncemént of operations for the following reasons:
(a) Recces, were mainly strategical and c‘mﬁ"of‘- W/T renge.
(b) Pllots were not as interested as they shoula heve been.
’ (c) W/T Personncl had no experience on the sets. |

(&) No Test uqulpznent or Wavemeters ware available,

/During the



During the last six months air/ground/nir Commnications
were used to mich better purpose, steps nuv:mg been taken to | | ‘ .
.overcome (b) and, (c) above.'. |
The W/ equlpment was ‘kept servicesble tnder most dlfflcult

’ cond.:.tlons and communlc‘.tlons were at all times o ood.

Arrry Co-operc.’clon. .

1

' thnever an mtelllr ent and semous‘ attempt was made to use
the W/T, as in the case of the EL WAK operations, good resulis were | "
oﬁtaine:;d. Exa.mplez:
o The position of an enery .concentration wes reported to
' Divisional'H.Q'. The a‘ct’eliltién of & FPlight was drawn to the
p.ut'eseﬁce‘ of an emery aircraft, w.ich was shot down, -A party
was rcalled up and directed to the scene of the ci‘a.sh, whéfe
two prisoners were taken, |
After the =bove éxperience, the pilots becamé ﬁndfé'-:interested;
and ;s,ubsequgantl5r used. their W/T mach more intell‘igentl;r.
In tne advance on'x BGA and M .CALE a gmw&&“éet wes allotted
to ‘each Brigade HeQe Brigade Conm;:mders were thus in the ;oicture}
and always had J.che latest dispositions of their own ‘croons.
Con'mun:x.catlons were also provided between Advenced Divi.sional
H.Q. R and Sguaedron HeQs This is normally a functiion of the Army,
but in this cagey the lst S,A. Division werc sho:ctor'of‘ equlpmen’c‘
. then the A.ZL.E‘ Porce, maka.ng it necessarr for To,l0 Suuadror1 to
'prov1o.e the lzmk.
On one oacasiori, a 1083/1082 was fitted i to a Sede-built
.Armoured. Car. A test was .carried out by sending the car on a , 5‘%
240 mlle trip, start:.ng from X \-CHUT?RO. - The conditions encountered
were & good test of the worlcing of he set, Over three days, dust, -
'bad,roc.ds. apd heavy rain were encoun'bered. Working bacit to
KUNCHURRO, a range of 12 miles on R/T and 50 miles on G/W was
Pound practicable. ‘The car was heard ot a greater range, however .
These r;asults we:be obtained on the move _and the di:f‘ficul"cy of tuning - N
and also the local hoises have been taken into account, .

/It vas -
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It was found tha t results could be decidedlyr improved
while staztionary, o T R T
: While at rest at the furthest point reached % the car. an
aircraft from NoJL0 Scuredron, on a ro:a.d patrol, worked the cer in
both R/T end GA¥ while in the neighbourhoods
Note 63 In a combined dpera.tion, waere the A:Lr F'orcé is closcly
supporting’ the Army, this latter form of coirmnicatioh is
most important and, for effective co‘—oper@.tion, 'ca.nno’q
be too stz.‘ongly.'er@hasised. Whenever a Squadron is d,g...
tailed Tor a elose support operation the Air Force
Cormander shouid always have at his disposal suf ufficient
mobile W/T Scts (if necessary mounted in armoured cars)
to attoghto the Army formetion with whic"n he is to co-
operate,

Artillery Comoperation:

Artillery co-operation was C"LI‘I‘ZLGd. out SLlccessfullgs._Mlénever
it was requested. Thlu, however, wa.° onlyy done on a. few occasions,
Yo Nou2 WING: | |

Nos2 Wing had availeble one Mobile Grouncl Sta uon (2 M4150)
and one Ge.P. Pack Set. The latter being used for tnc .Adva_nced Wing
dlll"ll’l{; Moves, |

-Communications *.;ri’th 2 ing were always e:icellénf but a second
Mobile Ground Statioﬁ \vould have'me.de all the difference es”)ecually
during the rapid move into Itulicn Somedila 1(: and Shyssinic,

ﬁote 7: The lack of transport and t’qe use orf the Technical vehicles
as load ca:r'.r'iers was well iilustrated in the. 'ca.se of 2 Wing.
Having a large #/T Section to move, ’clile technical vehicles
were piled up to the roof with persoﬁal kit and other
equipnent, LThis, naturally, seriously eufeétéd the
mobjtlity‘ of' the ng Hols Sn.r'ne_‘l.s Section,

Tt is most essential that sepa "'x’ce transport be allot ted to

a large Signals Section for moving the pers ormel a.no.l "c.

/15, NO.1ll SQUADRON

PR
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15. No.ll SQUADRON

-

Ground Equipment, 1 lobile Ground Statlon (2 1&.150) A:chraft
Sets, T-1083/R-1082. Suffa.cn.ent sets were avallable to fit all
alrcraf‘t but a nurber of es.;entlal comnone”luos were ‘missing and the
sets were tbere;ore not f‘J_ttea to all alrcrmt
Note 8: Thls nroved a bles s.Ln in ulsgulse, a5 the sets were mads
a.va.ilable for ground use€, the essential coiponents, like
| switch units, not being ne'cessa:tjr. : for gl;omﬂ.d-opera‘ui‘on.
" Were it not for these sets NoJ4l Sd_uadron would h&ve_z been
without ground ¥/T equipient.

‘ ‘Some.,’ of the comporfezﬁs were at a later atage provided by the
R.A'.F..S’oor‘es‘ at "Eastleighl, making it ;ﬁaos:si'ole to fput the aircraft
‘sets into working'order, although certai,n 0011‘gpbnen'ts were still
missings = This squadron used its W/T most effectively on ralds.

16 NO.12 SQUATRON.

Ground Equipment: 1 Mobile Ground Stition (1 %.150)
1 .A.:chrc.f‘t Set,

\

Yo ALL a:lroraft were f:Lt ed. with 'r:.reless. This Scuaﬁron was

‘for’clma’ce in that all p:Llots and operators were exuer:.enced in uhe

use of W/T, the Squédron having been formed mainly froin ex-Airways

persginnel. |

- Note 9: Nofmzﬂ.ly in a Bomber Sguadron the Gunrer operator works'
the W/T Set, but No,12 Sguadron found that if Gunner
operators were used thelr wirelsss was ausolutelgr' value~
less as the Air Gunners were not sufficiently 'b;-é.ined. in

s . )
its use, Therefore, to meite effectlve use of their W/T

they were forced to use Ground W/T Onerators.

W/T was extensively used by this Scuadron and very often in bad

weather the aircraft set in the ground station was used as a beacon

station on vhich the aircraft were able o home.
*

Note 103 A low power. beacon station should be included in the

ground W/T Equipment of each Bomber Squadroﬁ.

/17, §0.2 SQUADRON

1l Neirobi.

)

( )
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17. NO,2 SQUADRON.

A1l the aircraft in this Squadron were f‘if’c'l;%d“ with TR 9Ds
but owing to the shortage of ground W/T ecuipaent, pilots' heimets,
%/T and R/T fit;tings, wireless was never successfully used on
operations, although every effort was made by the Squadron Signals
Officer, | |

Note 11l: A set of the 32 RS type is‘ necessary for each Fightef
detachment for thée control of Fignters witiin 20 miles

of the aerodrone.,

18, NO.3 SQUADRON,

All aircrart were fitted with the TRe 9D, Pilots had W/T
fittings but air to air commnication was never successfule Good
Ground to Air and Air to Ground communication was obtained in tests
but here again lack of ground W/T equipment'made the use of Ground
to Air control of Fightors irpogiiblcs

Aircraft of No.3 Scuadron were employed as élose support-
flights to the Army striking force. 'To maxe full use of the
speedy striking power of a Pighter Fligat, W/T conmqicati:on to ii
mist be infallible, | |

Note 12: For such a mobile air striking detachment the following

cormunications are es:sen’cial.:- -

(2) Direct commmication from the Az formation to the

supporting Fighter Flight: |
(i) For purpose of calling for support |

- (i1) Por purpose of reporting enemy aircraft.

(b) Direct commnication from the operational HeQe (in this
case Advanced Air Headcuarters) to the Fighter detachment
in order to take inméﬁiate advantage of Intelligence or

Recce, Reports of enemy aircraft locations.

(The abowve is transoribed from Appendix "B

%0 4,Ce Sowwcy!s Roport on idr Ops. I.E.i. 10 Febe - 5 April,
1941, AJH.Bs IL J7/1). :
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